

















[HOLLYWOOD 








SCREEN-STAGE-RADIO]| |BROADWAY 











ARIET 





PRICE 


T5¢ 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th St.. New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. Annua! subscription, $6. Single copies, 
1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y.. 


COPYRIGHT, 1932, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Entered as second-class matter December 22, 





under the act of March 8&8. 





-—- 


VOL. 105 No. 11 





NEW_YORK, PUESDAY, FEBRUARY 














REVOLT ON 


Keep Peace in Advice Giving Radio 
Advertiser's Family—It's Hard to Do 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Differences among the advertiser's 
board of directors over the type of 
entertainment uncorked by the 
Breathem program, a Saturday af- 
ternoon event on the Columbia net- 
work, has caused three complete re- 
visions of the show in four broad- 
casts. As the ether session now 
stands, it’s a compromise affair, 
combining the tastes and wishes of 
the members of the board, their 
families and relatives and the com- 
pany’s entire personnel, who also 
had been caucused for opinions. 

Wrangle among the directors and 
executives of the Tennessee Prod- 
ucts Corp., a $30,000,000 outfit, with 
the candy lozenger, Breathem, one 
of its minor manufacturing activi- 
ties, first broke when the sister-in- 
law of an influential board member 
complained about the bad effect the 
program was having on her chil- 
dren. Entire quarter hour of the 
Breathem show on the initial broad- 
cast (Jan. 23), outside the ad blurbs, 
was given to a shocker of the 
‘Dracula’ school, with the setting 
laid in a haunted house on a lonely 
hill. j 

The shouts, screams and shots 
coming from the loud-speaker and 
the dire suspense created by the 
skit’s enacting unsettled her youngs- 


(Continued on page 36) 


STUTTERING COMEDY 
IS INFLUENCING KIDS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Recent complaints by parents to 
the Hays’ office on the theory that 
Stuttering film comedians, notably 
Rosco Ates, cause their children to 
mimic the impediment, is paralleled 
here in radio. 

Formal complaints have been 
lodged with Station KNX by the 








Los Angeles’ board of education, 
Protesting against including a 
Stuttering child ia a continuity 


comedy put out on radio discs by 
the U. S. Rubber Co. Board claims 
that parents fear children imitators 
may become permanently affected. 

School board had previously re- 
quested a local station to spot a 
continuity melodrama later in the 
evening because it was claimed the 
children were so affected by the 
horror stuff they couldn't sleep, or 
€lse had nightmares. 


A. & A. Switch Broadcast 
To Watch Pugs Tussle 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Rather than muff the Dempsey- 
Levinsky battle last Thursday (18) 
Amos 'n’ Andy broadcast their reg- 
ular nightly program from the 
Stadium. 

Arrangements were made to have 
the radio pair do their stuff from 
an impaneled room near the arena. 
Same time NBC got a plug in. 





+ 








Type-Conscious 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Walter Walker, new actor 
out here who plays banker 
types, was up for a Fox part 
and was seated in the studio 
restaurant with William 5. 
Gill, his agent. 

Employees immediately 
spotted him as another new 
banker on the lot and dropped 
by the table for an introduc- 
tion. 


All But 2 New York 
Dailies Take Networks’ 
Direct Teletype Wires 


CBS and NBC are installing tele- 
type machines in the offices of the 
majority of the New York dailies 
and the newspaper syndicates. Ma- 
chines are expected to save time 
in getting out stories on special 
broadcasts, such as verbatim, 
‘speeches of pofiticians or speeches 
made ‘during. international hook- 
ups. , ' 

Heretofore all radio speeches 
made were typed and'sent to the 
dailies by the networks vid mes- 
senger. . 

All New York dailies but two 
agreed to use the machines. Those 
that refused were ‘Herald-Tribune’ 
and ‘Sun.’ 




















Now It’s Personality 





Galveston, Feb. 22. 

‘Personality’ pageant will replace 
the international beauty show as 
major event of summer season this 
year, 

Grand prize will be extensive va- 
cation trip with all expenses paid 
but no cash. 

George Mitchley, association sec- 
retary, says cash awards are all 
wrong, tending to make the girls 
too mercenary. 


Anti-War Song 





The first war song since the 
World War will shortly be pub- 
lished by Phil Kornheiser Music. 


It’s also probably the first anti- 
war song. 
Title is ‘Let Them Fight It Out 


In Their Own Back Yard, It’s No- 
body’s Business But Their Own.’ 
Authored by Ned Washington, Al 
Goodheart and Al Hoffman. 


A BEGGAR’S BILLING 
Paris, Feb. 22. 
‘King of Street Singers’ tentative- 





ly used as a title by a film producer, | 


is claimed by a well known Paris 
beggar, who is suing the firm. 
Bases his suit on the fact that 
producers of the film, ‘Bootblack 
King’ had to indemnify a _ boot- 
blacking firm whicn claimed the ex- 
clusive rights to latter title. 








MGRa. oAY CURD 
NOW OF NEVER 


Directors Favor Percentage 
—Paderewski, Kreisler, 
Hoffman at 80/20—Fees 
1, Higher in U. S. Than 

Elsewhere—Not 10 Con- 

cert Artists Known to 


Masses—List of Fees 





FIVE $4,000 OR OVER 





Heavy guarantees now being 
made by concert stars are due to be 


cut down in many cases in the 
same proportion that other prices 
have lowered in the past year. Con- 
cert managers are complaining that 
unless the demands of vocal stars 
are curbed now they will rise even 
higher, with present conditions 
making it difficult for them to 
break even or make a profit with 
some of the fees and guarantees 
the artists are now asking and 
have been getting. 

This is along the trend of the 
general collapse of the entire Chau- 
tauqua and platform type of enter- 
tainment, with the concert impres- 


(Continued on page 32) 


RUSSE ANTLRELIGIOUS 
FILM LAID IN STUDIO 


A picture made in Russia as a 
silent, and declared to be highly 
atheistic in its subject matter and 


treatment, has been imported but 
probably will never be released ac- 
cording to picture men who have 
witnessed it at private showings. 

Reports are that ‘Festival of St. 
Jorgen,’ title of the anti-religious 
item, has been brought in by a 
Communist organization in the U. 8. 
and will be utilized as propaganda 
in Russia’s present crusade against 
churches, if not sold for distribu- 
tion here. Chances on its reaching 
a theatre are said to be remote be- 
cause of its treatment. 

‘Festival’ is supposed to have been 
expensively produced. Its locale is 
a picture studio where « religious 
picture is being made with Biblical 
characters heavily lampooned. 

It's among the last of the silent 
pictures made in Russia. 








Page One Again 
San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

The usher who walked out of the 
Golden Gate theatre when RKO 
handed him a $1.80 salary slash a 
couple of weeks ago, landed on the 
dailies’ front sheets last week when 
police held him and an accomplice 
on charges of robbing the Fox of 
$1,100 in receipts. 

He’s Jack Aliff, who formerly 
ushered for both Fox and RKO. 


+ 
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Cruise Losses by 





Eastern Version 





Variation of a Hollywood 
ruse to crash the gate is be- 
ing used locally to impress the 
Shubert office switchboard op- 
erator. People now call the 
Shubert headquarters repre- 
senting themselves as so-and- 
so of the Irving Trust Co., the 
receivers. 

In Hollywood, to get in, 
they name themselves as from 
the Internal Revenue Dept. It 
generally works. 


Minskys Wanted Diamond 
Widow and Sweetheart 
On Same Burlesque Bill 


Minskys wanted to play Marion 
‘Kiki’ Roberts, sweetie of the late 
Jack ‘Legs’ Diamond, on the same 
bill with the gunman’s widow this 
week at the Apollo, Harlem, but 
couldn't get an okay on the book- 
ing of Miss Roberts. Her manager 
refused to take a contract, although 
it would have meant a holdover for 
‘Kiki,’ who went into the Apollo last 
week for $1,500. 

Minskys, as a result, shifted Miss 
Roberts to the Republic, downtown, 
with coming week at the Central 
under an original three weeks’ con- 
tract. 














No Strings 
o Strin 

Stringless marionettes have been 
perfected by a Russian inventor and 
will soon debut on stage and screen. 

Instead of the wooden figures 
guided from above, the latest ver- 
sion of the hand-controlled man- 
nikins will function by under-stage 
lever control. The figures, under 
new process, are made of rubber 
with weights in head and torso. 

Such details as protuding tongues, 
puffed cheeks and a nearer to nat- 
ural walking stride are claimed for 
the new method. 


New Gov’t Rule Makes 





A. barkeep’s complaints are nu- 
merous since the government an- 
nounced it would tax confiscated 
drinks according to bottle label. Not 
only are the tenders given 
work in filling the merely initialed 
decanters, but their tongues have 
to wag extra hours explaining to 
customers what is in the nameless 
containers. 

Empty bottles with the labels are 
being kept under the bar. These 
are flashed when the guy on the 
other wants proof of verbal 
guarantees, 

Patrons, when are easily 
handled. It’s later that it takes a 
lot of convincing. 


side 


sober, 





Salesmen of Barkeeps 


extra! 


Steamship Lines 


Figured as Promotional for Future 


co a — 


— 


Stock losses and 


have been great, but there are othe: 


market seem, 


ways and businesses to drop myri- 
This 
proven by the socks to the bankro!) 
taken by the major ocean trans- 
port firms. Cruises long and short 
have become as financially hazard- 
ous as margin trading, accordin< 
to reputed figures. One recent trip 
resulted in a net loss of $500,000 to 
a company. 

This concerns a cruise to the 
Mediterranean which covered 
period of 70 days. There were but 
200 passengers aboard and their 
combined fares totaled just enough 
to pay for the trip's publicity. [ft 
is reported that the average ocean 
liner, diverted to long or short 
cruises, must carry in excess of 
600 passengers to turn a profit. 

120 Trips Listed 


Even the shorter cruises have 
Leen up against it this winter. One 
floating palace which altered the 
schedule to make @ 10-day run to 
the West Indies cost the line $65,- 
000 because there weren’t enough 
customers. That about measures up 
to the losses on the longer trips. 

Something like 120 cruises to 
some place were scheduled from 
Christmas to mid-March. Many 
have been postponed, but the ma- 
jority put to sea. Most of the trips 
have entertainment, either cabaret 
floor shows or specially booked or- 
chestras. 

Asked 
with 
| loss, 


ads of coin. is pointed), 


why the trips were made 
the definite knowledge of a 
officials stated it was pro- 
| motional since it attracted people 
who had never been abroad but 
who might pick up the marine travel 
habit. 


BEER TAXES BRING IN 
BRITISH BOOTLEGGERS 


London, Feb. 22. 
England is in danger of a beer 
| racket. The idea that London may 
become the centre of a bootlegging 
industry is by no means fanciful. 
The nucleus hus been formed al- 


| ready. 





Legitimate saloons in this coun- 
try are being crippled by the addi- 
tional beer taxes. Licenses are not 
being renewed all over England be- 
cause receipts are down and profits 
wiped out. 

Strenuous efforts are being made 
by brewing interests to have Par- 
liamentarians repeal the new taxes 
on beer, but the chances are said to 
be slight. 

Other interests, aiming at pro- 
hibition, are said to be supporting 





additional liquor taxation for all 
| they are worth. 

The climax will be reached when 
ithe Budget is read in about a 
month. If the Chancellor does not 
| indicate the tax on beer will be 
| lower, saloons all over the country 
will have to shut down, 
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Difference Between the Old and New 








Stage Is the Actor, Says Bill Hart 


The big difference between the 
show business of today and yester- 
day, as William S. Hart sees it, is 
mainly in the actor. And it’s prin- 





Polly Moran’s Molars 


— 


Hollywoad, Feb. 22. 


| 


To Finish That First Novel 





WB’S RADIO SHORTS 


Will Use Jerry Wald, N. Y. Air 





+ 





Out of the depression, with itg 
layoffs and part time, is springing 
up a quantity of new authors. Film 
press agents are. conspicuous in the 


mea Metro execs are reported Columnist, in One-Reelers latest literati, fully 13 of them hay. 
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throes of turning out something. 
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working, and which he still does on 
his Santa Clara Valley ranch, have 
made that physically possible. Mr. 
Hart emphasizes that soundless 
pictures depended considerably on 
u player’s acting ability. However, 
with mikes hanging over every 
studio actor’s head today, a great 
leal depends not so much on the 
rouper’s voice but on the techni- 


access to all contract stars where 
formerly his ‘Voice of Hollywood’ 
fan reel depd@ded chiefly on free- 
lancers. 

First under the new setup com- 
mences shooting within a week or 
so. 


re cD 


FOX’S AUTHORING 13 


He’ll get no screen credit for this 
one either, but will then be con- 
sidered ready to begin directing for 
United Artists. He will be allowed 
to choose his own story and cast, 
his salary to double. 

Understanding is that next sea- 
son Erskin will also serve as a legit 
staff-man for United Artists and 
will stage any play in which United 


tribution. 


Martin Brown at U 


Martin Brown, playwright, leaves 
this week for Hollywood. He'll 
write for Universal. 

Brown's contract is for the usual 
three months, but what’s unusual is 
that there’s no option clause after 





A Phoney Hellinger 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Man who claims to be Mark Hele 
linger, N. Y. columnist, is in town 
and calling the studios and the 
columnist’s friends at all hours de- 
manding luncheon dates, interviews 
and whatnot. Claims to be here to 
consult with B. P. Schulberg on @ 

writing contract for Paramount. 


; ’ Hollywood, Feb. 22. Artists may become interested. Just what his game is does not 
ae —- ye oneg Barn ad p> Basil Woon and Red Dolan| Under the previous set-up Jed pe pe ra period is up. Brown is] appear, since he never keeps the 
ees. \ awe vd dropped from the Fox writing staff| Harris was to be a sub-rosa legit| OPPosed to tying himself up for a 


ither make a voice cow or flealike. 
n which sense this actor maintains 
ound was also partly a bad break 
or actors as well as a good one, 
No Spectacle Like ‘Hur’ 
Getting back to the stage aspect 
ff things, Mr. Hart believes that no 
pectacle comparable to ‘Ben Hur 
ias been produced within a theatre 
since the time the Wallace play 
ypened. This leads to his belief that 
he stage has lost a great number 
ff play dates because the producers 


last week, which reduces the scen- 
ario hustlers to 13. The junior 
writing staff has been completely 
eliminated. 

Maurine Watkins is back on the 
Fox lot after working at Warners. 


QUINN MARTIN’S MISSION 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Quinn Martin reported back on 
the Fox lot Friday (19). 





producer for U. A., with Erskin 
staging. Trouble is reported to have 
started from Erskin and Harris not 
being able to get together on how 
to stage a play. 





DIX INCOG FOR OP 
Baltimore, Feb. 22. 
Richard Dix, registered at Johns 
Hopkins hospital last week as Burke 
Johnson and underwent a minor op- 


longer time. 


GOLDWYN STARTING PROD 


Arthur Hornblow left Friday (19) 
and Robert McIntyre got away Sat- 
urday (20) for the coast to prepare 
for resumption of production activi- 
ties by Sam Goldwyn. Both have 
been east several months, buying 
material and taking tests. 

Goldwyn, now in Florida, returns 


dates he so insistently demands. 


Hellinger, N. Y. ‘Mirror’ column- 
ist, is in the east. 


MATIESON KILLED 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Otto Matieson, 40, Danish, with 
Max Reinhardt’s company in 
Europe before coming to America 
16 years ago, was instantly killed 
Feb. 19 in an automobile smashup 


Was two weeks in New York look- | eration. He is recuperating rapidly.|® Hollywood direct from Havana |.) ciaprora. Ariz. Dunean Renaldo, 
lave neglected the art of the hip- | ing for stories. While here, the screen star is by boat, reaching California by ales pictures with him in the car, 
odrome production. having a routine examination made March, , 


And in explaining that ‘S’ in Mr. 





SAILINGS 


of his eyes. This is Dix’s second 


First Goldwyn picture for the new 


was only slightly injured. 


f tea + Angra Re > : . - "aata CC ta Cie Matieson had just completed 
lart, he declares it was taken from hospital visit in Baltimore. Sev-|}t0% WEl be Mddle Cantor's Bally- | secn Grand Hotel’ He is sure 
ered. & Eeene gem te ae April 8 (New York to London) | &T@! years ago he was a patient , SA mi vived by a widow, Isabelle, non- 


ather and which he adopted. 





at the Union Memorial 





Mr, and Mrs. Ben Plue (Ie de | * hospital pro. 
orn . ae ae oa Kann from Abroad eancemmennnnens meee 
BILL HART’S SHORT VISIT Feb. 27 (New York to Paris), Ar- a : Hollywood, Feb. 22. HELD UP AT BORDER 
William S. Hart. arrived in New thur Loew (Europe). George Kann, who has been in Ww ‘eb, 22 
oe. . Feb. 25 (New York to Paris), Rob- Paris six weeks ae ween oe oS 


York last week to take care of 
some legal matters. 

Former western film star expects 
to return to his California ranch 


in about 10 days. 














ert Kane (Berengaria). 

Feb. 24 (Honolulu to San Fran- 
cisco) King Vidor, Dolores Del Rio, 
Joel McCrea, and ‘Bird of Paradise’ 





EDNA PURVIANCE’S HEART 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Edna Purviance was _ stricken 
with a heart attack Saturday (20). 











testing foreign 
talent for Metro to use here, will 
return to the studio around March 
15. 

He is bringing with him a French 





Serge Ejisenstein’s return to Hol- 
lywood was interrupted by the im- 
migration authorities at Laredo, 
Tex., where he attempted entry with 





(Radio) Co. (Matsonia). At the Hollywood hospital it is| actress to talk Garbo’s role in the |4i8 Co-director Alexandrov, and 
—E Feb, 19 (New York to London) | St#ted her condition ts slightly im-| prench ‘Mata Hari.’ Pisse, his cameraman. 

Auriole Lee, Ivor Novello, Mr. ana | Proved. Upton Sinclair and Mrs. Crane 

, Mrs. Geo. Carney (Majestic). aratz, wealthy Pasadenan, who 1s 

Good temper is the rudder by Feb. 19 (New York to Paris), Ben Jolson’s U. A. Original in with Sinclair as backer of the 

|| which good sense steers the Miggins (Bremen). ISLIN AUSTER, RADIO United Artists, still desirous of |Mexican picture, are workins 

ship of life. Feb. 18 (New York to Paris), Islin Auster has Joined Radio’s| making a talker with Al Jolson, may |through the liberal senators at 

Rosa Raisa, Giacomo Rimini (lle | story department in the east. have an original written for the | Washington to aid his re-entry and 

MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH [| de France). Auster was previously on the} mammy singer. it is expected that he will be per- 

130 West — Feb. 17 (New York to London), | Par story board and before that was Negotiations are on with Ben|mitted to resume his trip in a few 
New Fer Joseph Schildkraut (New York). story editor for Columbia. } Hecht to that end. days. 
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Punch-Pulling as Actors Dubious 
Revenge for Studio Salary Cuts 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Punch-pulling on the part of cut- 
gtung and thereby peeved actors is 
the problem directors are up against 
at present. Sore at the slice in 
galary some actors are retaliating 
by giving the producer a cut in 
quality of performance. 

When the director suspects a 
player of pulling his dramatic 
punches it’s hard to remedy, and 
the practice is impossible to prove. 

Gauging Performance 

Attitude of the actor is illustrated 
by the remark of a freelance who 
got $175 a day before and is now 
handed an even century. A fellow 
actor made the remark that the 
gcene just made wasn’t as hot as 
the freelance’s work in a previous 
picture. Reply was: ‘When they 
pay me $175 they'll ge. $175 worth 
of acting.’ 

Punch-pulling is a mild form of 
sabotage, but unless it gums up the 
action hopelessly, the damage is 
hard to define. People doing it are 
careful not to let their screheaded- 
ness reveal itself in sulking, con- 
fining themselves to just getting by 
with a part in place of throwing 
themselves into it. 

Reaction would seem to be ulti- 
mately to hit the actor’s own repu- 
tation, but the spite-stallers don’t 
seem to think of that. 


GARNETT CALLED WEST 


WB Sends for Director to Do 
‘S. S. Atlantic’ 








In typical Hollywood manner, Tay 
Garnett had to come to New York 
to be recalled from Hollywood. 
Darryl Zanuck wired the ex-Pathe 
director for a solo assignment for 
‘Ss. S. Atlantic,” an original by 
James A, Creelman, which Garnett 
will do immediately for Warner 
Bros. He leaves tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) for the Coast. ; 

His wife, Patsy Ruth Miller, 
stays on for personal stage appear- 
ances. 

Both came on a week ago, Gar- 
nett to confer with Charles R. 
Rogers until the Zanuck bid popped 
up. 





Screen Only—Mix 


Hollywood, Feb, 22. 

Tom Mix will not appear under 
canvas this summer. He holds no 
Circus contract. 

Instead, Mix will continue to turn 
Out westerns for Universal. Riding 
ace has completed his first two 
westerns for his screen comeback. 


U Wins Gloria Stuart 


Hollywood, Feb, 22. 
_ Academy awarded Universal right 
to contract Gloria Stuart, former 
Pasadena Community player, who 
was taken by Paramount while 
awaiting a U test. 

Has a termer with U along with 
Onslow Stevenson, who played with 
her in ‘Sea Gull,’ where both studios 
Saw her. 


Helene’s U. S. Divorce 


Paris, Feb. 22. 
, Helene Costello states she will 
divorce Lowell Sherman in America. 
She will not seek a Paris decree. 


GRAINGER’S COAST SURVEY 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
James R. Grainger, Fox gen. sales 
megr., is due in today, (Monday). 
He will put in about two weeks 
conferring on the program for the 
coming season and to get material 
for the sales meetings presently to 
be held, 














FELIX YOUNG TO U 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Felix Young has been given a 
contract as associate producer at 
Universal. Formerly bore the same 
itle at Paramount. 
His term will start in March. 





Tricky Gams 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

If nothing more, southern 
California’s extra rainy sea- 
son is giving the p. a.’s an 
opportunity to shoot leg pic- 
tures, which have been re- 
cently prohibited them by the 
Hays’ code. 

Every publicity department 
has taken its quota of pictures 
showing the femme celebs 


} 


MEOS’ 





stepping through miniature 
lakes in the streets, with em- 
Out- 


phasis on the gams, 
stander showed last year’s | 
local rainfall as marked on a 


femme limb with this year’s 


marked on the thigh and a 
question mark as to the high 

water mark if the rains con- | 
tinue, 


MARILYN MILLER IS IN 
GORDON SUMMER REVUE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Max Gordon may not have become 
particularly interested in picture 
production out here, but his sense 
of the theatre led him to secure 
Marilyn Miller for a Broadway 
revue which he will do this sum- 
mer. 

Miss Miller expects to remain 
west until May 1. She has no play 
dates pending settlement or fulfill- 
ment of her contract with Warner 
Brothers. 














McGuire for Cantor 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
William Anthony McGuire has 
been contracted to write ‘The Kid 
From Spain,’ Eddie Cantor’s next 
production for Samuel Goldwyn. 
Harry Ruby and Bert Kalmar, orig- 
inally considered for the job, will 
not be able to take the assignment 
since they are held on the Para- 
mount lot until March 15, working 
on the Four Marx Bros.’ production. 
Cantor has announced that this 
time he will not clutter up the set 
with gag men as was done with 
‘Paimy Days’ because he says, the 

United Artists’ lot is too small. 
The comedian has turned down 
cold Belasco & Curran's proposition 
to head a test straight vaudeville 
bill at the Belasco the week of 
March 14. Chief reason is that the 
bid does not even approach his 

$8,800 Palace, New York, salary. 


Turnbull Shifts West 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Hector Turnbull arrived here yes- 
terday (Sunday), after about a year 
at the Paramount Astoria studio 
and will resume his berth as asso- 
ciate producer at Paramount here. 

With him came Bertholt Viertel, 
director; Russell Holman and Ross 
Alexander. Alexander has been 
working in ‘Wiser Six’ at the east- 
ern plant. 


DeMille’s Ass’t 


William Schorr, legit stager taken 
up by Paramount couple of weeks 
ago, gets his first chance in ‘Sinners 
in the Sun.’ William de Mille is 
directing the picture with Schorr 
to stage the dialog. First time De- 
Mille has worked with an assistant 
director. 

Chester Morris and Carole Lom- 
bard co-starred. 








DOUG’S PARTY EMBARKS 


- . ‘ — 7 
San Francisco, Feb. 22. 





Sailing from here Wednesday (17) 
and bound for Tahiti were Doug 
Fairbanks, Harry Ham, 
manager: Maria Alba, leading wo- 


business 


man: Eddie Sutherland, director; 

sill Farnum, player; Tom Geraghty, 

writer: Mrs. Aileen Bauer, linguist, 

and David Rose. Group will be 

gone for several months n king 

Doug's South Seas picture. | 

Mary Pickford was up to bid 
Fairbanks adieu. 
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ROMANTIC MALES 
UARGE FOR FILM 


|Nils Asther Getting Metro 


Buildup, Although 
Dropped Once — 27 For- 
mer Leads on Comeback 
Possibility List 





OTHER TYPES PLENTIFUL 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Rekindling old flapper flames, 
bringing back the forgotten Romeos 
of the screen, may eventuate as a 
result of the acute shortage of cap- 
able actors to handle romantic 
leads. All studios unite in agree- 


| ment that while there is an abun- 


dance of most screen types, in 
something like the ratio of six ac- 
ceptable candidates for any one role, 
there is an exception in the case 
of male romantic leads. 

M-G-M’'s taking back of Nils 
Asther, whom it dropped a couple 
of seasons ago, is symptomatic. 
Asther will be in the unique posi- 
tion of getting a star build-up twice 
within five years and by the same 
company. He was formerly a fav 
with feminine America and has 
since improved his English. 

These former romantic leads, and 
probably many more, are reported 
as having been recently restored to 
the ‘possibilities’ or several casting 
directors’ lists. In some instances 
the names have been missing from 
the major categories for years: 

Huntley Gordon, Robert Frazer, 
Charles Delaney, Victor Varconi, 
Norman Kerry, Antonio Moreno, 
Percy Marmont, James Rennie, Bert 
Lytell Wyndham Standing, Rod 
LaRocque, Wallace MacDonald, 
Charles King, Walter Pidgeon, J. 
Harold Murray, Cullen Landis, Jo- 
seph Schildkraut, Stanley Smith, 
Theodore Vor Eltz, Francis X. 
Bushman, Jr., Harrison Ford, Lars 
Hanson, Ivan Mojukine, Bryant 
Washburn, Jack Eagan, Kenneth 
Harlan, and House Peters, 

From Memory 

This does not mean that all, or 
any, of them have been given con- 
tracts, but simply that the powers 
are again recalling them as person- 
alities. Out of sight in Hollywood 
is generally out of mind, so getting 
thought about or spoken about is 
half the battle. If the scarcity of 
male leads continues, as seems 
likely, it will probably give the old 
timers, has beens and faded ones 
a chance for > second blooming. 

Casting directors on several oc- 
casions have asked an assistant: 
‘Whatever became of Harold Froth- 
ingham?’, only to learn the forgot- 
ten one had died. In other cases 
they have found the former fem- 
inine heart flutterers had grown so 
fat and patriarchy that any ques- 
tion of casting them as romantic 
leads was absurd. 


JULIAN SAENGER’S WILL 


1/3 to Adopted Son—Rest to 
Brother—No Mention of Widow 





New Orleans, Feb. 22. 

Will of Julian H. Saenger, who 
died Feb. 6, was probated in Civil 
District court here. Late theatre 
man left one-third of his estate to 
his one-year-old adopted son in a 
trust fund. 

Residue of the estate goes to a 
brother, A. D. Saenger. No men- 
tion was made in the will of the 
widow, the former Mrs. Marjorie 
Kent Weston, whom he married two 
ears ago. 

Request is made that an inventory 
of the estate be taken at once. 


LEBEDEFF RETAKE OUT 


Hollyweoed, Feb. 22. 


Radio has eliminated Ivan I[e- 
bedeff from the retakes on ‘Gir! 


He is replaced by Prooks Bene- 
lict, a free lances. 


— 


— 


ECOND CHANCE 








O.K. for Sound 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Dwain Esper is using the 
swank speakeasy established 
in the Producers’ Laboratory 
projection rooms, shut by the 
Feds after a two weeks’ career, 
for a dubbing room. 

Walls fortified with acoustic 
plaster and other devices to 


keep the sounds of high 
revelry from outside ears 


proves to make for ideal re- 
cording conditions at no cost 
for installation. 

And just as a side line Esper 
is trying to get his rent back 
by offering to hire the expen- 
sively furnished rooms to in- 
dependents looking for swank 
nite club sets, Raid and ruin 
policy does not obtain out here 
yet and the rooms were left 
in their pristine splendor after 
the raid. 











FILMS GET RAP 
ON HAWAIIAN 
TROUBLE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Moralists have hopped on Holly- 
wood as the bad inffuence that un- 
dermined Honolulu. Need for film 
censorship was just one of many 
reasons given by Hawaiian com- 
mentators as to what was wrong 
with the island capital. 

Reform elements ignored every- 
thing else and concentrated on the 
film indictment, which they have 
been disseminating through their 
usual channels, 

Among the things that should be 
done, according to various citi- 
zens of Honolulu, these suggestions 
stand out: 

Omit sexy stuff from tourist pub- 
licity. 

Stop Army and Navy drinking. 

Discourage beach boy familiarity. 

Print more news. 

Print less news. 

Sterilize rapists. 

Confine mental defectives. 

Abolish women domestics at 
Army posts. 

Censor films, 





— 


Colleen’s Legit Date 
San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

Henry Duffy has secured Colleen 
Moore for a possible March 20 open- 
ing at the Alcazar in ‘Church 
Mouse,’ marking the first stage or 
screen work the former star will 
have done since her old First Na- 
tional contract expired. 

Her recent marriage will prob- 
ably effect the local date. 





BLATT, SERLIN SET AT PAR 

Edward A, Blatt and Oscar Ser- 
lin, legit producers now with Para- 
mount, both have option pickups. 
Blatt is now set for the coming 
nine months, 

Serlin went out to the Coast on 
spec with his takeup being for the 
initial period. 


UNOPTIONED SHUBERT 
Hollywood, Feb, 22. 
Pernard S. Shubert’s writing con- 
tract at Radio has been completed. 
No option, 





Dunn Back With Fox on Coast 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


James Dunr arrived today (Mon- 


house tour in the east, where he has 





been making personal appearances. 
He will start work in Fox's ‘So- || 
jciets Girl’ in about two week 


Only 100 of 700 Picture Directors 
Signed; Rest $160 Wkly—at Times 


. ae 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Bottom in directors’ salaries has 
been hit in the past month, with 
several old line meggers lined up 


with indie producers at $500 per 
picture, usually involving three 
weeks, 


It’s a case of take it or leave it, 
and directors prefer to take it 
rather than miss meals. 

No group of individuals has been 
hit so hard as the directors. About 
700 men are in Hollywood capable 
of putting a story on film. Of this 
number around 600 are freelancers 
who are hustling around trying to 
get one of the five or six jobs avail- 
able weekly. That leaves 544 out 
of luck, 

Voluntary Cutting 

Eagerness to grab off the jobs 
has resulted in a price cutting to 
where the $500 per picture salary 
is about the limit paid by produc- 
ers who make their pictures in six 
days. 

Figured on a basis of one week 
preparing, a week shooting and a 
week cutting, the director’s salary 
amounts to a little over $160 week- 
ly. After the picture is finished it 
is a battle again for another $500 
job, which may be several months 
in showing up. 

Listed on the quickie programs 
for productions, they have directed, 
in the past few months are a dozen 
men who were first line directors 
within the past year. They all figure 
that even if the money is small 
there is a chance that they will turn 
out something bringing them to the 
attention of the major lots. 

With six days to get a picture in 
the cans, there is little chance of a 
director showing anything but 
speed. When it is finished it is just 
another quickie and the director’s 
chances of landing on a big lot are 
farther away than ever. When the 
picture is washed up he has nothing 
but the $500 to show for his work. 


U. A. Wants Lil Harvey, 





\ But Not at $4,000 Wk. 


United Artists has turned down 
terms made by Lillian Marvey, Ufa 
star, for a Hollywood engagement, 
when U. A. propositioned Miss 
Harvey, latter asked $4,000 a week 
on a straight 49 week contract basis, 
which U.A. found entirely too high. 

Miss Harvey is a German girl 
of English parentage, speaking 
French, English and German equal- 
ly well. 











| day ). from his vacation and picture | 
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Chi Leaders Draft Trade Code 
In Effort to Curb Exhib Evils 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Seeking joint co-operation in re- 
adjusting admission prices and 
eradicating the triple feature bug 
that has sprung up overnight 
around these parts, local exhibitors 
are finally getting together on a def- 
inite plan. 

To secure exhibitors at large, in- 
cluding indies and circuits alike, the 
following items trade practice 
were drawn up and approved by an 
exhib committee for general con- 
sideration: 

1. No theatre to exhibit at any 
time, either for regular or special 
performances, three feature pictures. 

2. Closing hour of matinee per- 
formances shall be set at 6:30 p. m. 
from Monday to Saturday, inclu- 
sive. Closing hour for matinees on 
Sunday, 6 p. m. 

3. Schedule of admission prices 
to apply to all theatres, for all seats, 
main floor, balcony or gallery, to 
be as follows: Pre-release ‘A’ 
houses, with stage shows, 35c 
matinee, 60c night; same _ class 
house minus stage shows, 30-50c. 
‘BR’ theatres to be scaled at 25 and 
40, and ‘C’ houses at 20 and: 25. 
First week general release, 15-25; 
second general release week, 10-20; 
third week, 10-15, and thereafter 
straight 10 cents. 

Sunday mat prices not to be less 
than weekday night scale. Children 
prices to be set at a minimum of 10 
cents at any time. Discussion over 
early bird Sunday mats is to be 
continued. General opinion on this 
matter is that the practice should 
be altogether eliminated. However, 
if exhibs vote for it, then the clos- 
ing hour for such matinee shall be 
not later than 2 p. m. and the price 


e 
OL 


not less than weekday matinee 
price. 
» 4 Use of cut rate tickets, or any 


other such plan or device, shall be 
considered a reduction in admission 
scale, with the current film to be 
considered on the same basis. This 
is in accordance with the plan to 
set general release dates in line 
with prices. Under this price classi- 
fication a ‘C’ theatre, for example, 
getting 35 and issuing two for ones, 
automatically goes into the 15 class 
and from pre-release to third week 
general release. 

5. No theatre to advertise an 
attraction more than 14 days in ad- 
vance, outside of lobby displays 
and other parts of the house proper. 

6. Complete record of all theatres 
now using giveaways of any type or 
kind to be scheduled. Such houses 
now employing these practices to 
be permitted to continue only until 
completing current proposition. All 
other houses to discontinue give- 
aways immediately, with none to be 
allowed to start, whether continu- 
ous or occasional. Idea being for a 
complete elimination as early as 
possible for all giveaways. Any the- 
atre disregarding the same shall be 
considered in the light of a reduc- 
ing admission price, similar to 
two-for-ones, and.the play weex for 
such theatres shall be set accord- 
ingly. 


Almost Impossible 
To Check the Number 
Theatres Gone Dark 


Film industry will never know at 
any one time the total of world 
theatres which are dark. Efforts 
on the part of several member com- 
panies of the Hays Organization to 
check world closings both individu- 
ally and with Government aid are 
reported complete failures, 

Reason given is chiefly one of 
cost. Check-up of this kind would 





of $500 which would have to be 
weekly to keep dark figures up to 
date, it is calculated. 


Ordinary service by mail from 
various parts of the world would 
result in mail deliveries 70 days 


late in many instances. 








Lesser’s Delay 


Sol Lesser is still confined to his 
hotel in New York with a cold he’s 
had ever since he stepped off the 
§.S..‘Pennsylvania’ a week ago. 

Indisposition will delay him a 
fortnight as he’s in to set the new 


Zane Grey south seas travelog 
series for distribution. Joe Gold- 
berg, who is in with Lesser, is also 


in town. 
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Block-Sarecky Let Out 
By Col.—Connolly Joins 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Upon Harry returning 
the Columbia studios here as presi- 
dent of the corporation, two letouts 
and one addition immediately fol- 
lowed, 

Those let out are Ralph Block, as- 
sociate producer, and Barney Sar- 
ecky, writer. Myles Connolly is the 
addition who joins as an associate 
producer. 


4-Lens Camera 
Draft for A. P. 
Newsreel Plan 


Cohn’'s tv 





A camera with four lenses and 
four magazines on a double or triple 
tripod, but with one crew of men, 
is under discussion as an economic 
measure for all newsreels. If me- 
chanically practical it may save 
$500,000 or more for the news ser- 
vices. It’s the Associated Press 
idea for the screen. 

Such a camera, it is proposed, 
will furnish each of the major news- 
reels with a negative print of the 
event covered. In this way one ot 
the greatest handicaps to single 
coverage would be eliminated in 
that no company would have io 
contend with dupe print delays, 
Back in the silent days the reels 
commenced discussing ways and 
means of getting together to sim- 


plify coverage and reduce costs. 
That the expense is encountered 
chiefly in excess of man power, 





One Agency’s Year 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
One coast agency in 1931 is 
said to have grossed $1,500,000. 
That would allow plenty for 
kickbacks, cut-ups, etc., in the 
agency-studio angles. 














FIVE FOREIGNS 
SOLD FOR U. 8. 


Sudden activity in New York’s 
foreign film mart during the week 
has five European features placed 
with three leading American dis- 
tributors for this side. Pictures are 
‘M,’ and ‘Theft of the Mona Lisa,’ 
German films; ‘Mussolini Speaks,’ 
Italian talker and ‘Sunshine Susie’ 
and ‘Michael and Mary,’ British 
films. 

Both German pictures and the 
lialian were ‘sold by Tobis Foren- 











films, ‘Mona Lisa’ going to Radio 
and the other two to Columbia, All 
three will be dubbed into English 
on this side with Lowell Thomas to 
do the Mussolini picture. It’s a 
propoganda eight-reeler about Italy 
with Il Duce doing some of the talk- 
ing. 

‘Sunshine Susie,’ talten by Radio, 
is a Gainsborough version of ‘Pri- 
vatsecretaerin,’ German film already 
shown on this side in the original. 
Renate Mueller, German girl, stars. 
‘Michael and Mary,’ which Uni- 
versal has, is a Gaumont British 
version of the A, A. Milne play and 
stars Herbert Marshall and Edna 
Best, English stars currently ap- 
pearing on Broadway in a legit play 
‘There’s Always Juliet.’ 

Ufa is also attempting to sell a 
couple of pictures, Company has two 
direct shot English versions titled 
‘Monte Carlo Madness’ and ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ which it is attempt- 
ing to place with some American 
company. 








rather than cost of film stock, are| 
points which have come up in pre- 
vious newsreel conclaves, The com- | 
panies that had to take the dupe}! 
prints were the companies which | 
voted against the general service, 
it is stated. : | 
If the four-eyed camera should 
be put to use, the matter of news- 
reel competition would chiefiy be 
one of editorial judgment on major 
events, 


UA Finally Takes 
Disputed Indie 
Made for Release 





After several weeks of doubt, 
on reported complaints of United 
Artists owner-members, it was 
dubious whether U.A. would dis- 
tribute ‘Silver Lining,’ indepen- 
dently made by Patrician Pictures 
(Emil ™. Jensen). Final accord has 
been reached and U.A, will distrib. 
Sam Goldwyn is said to have re- 
sented distribution by U.A. of the 
indie-made talker originally. 

Joseph M. Schenck assured Jen- 
sen of release, from accounts, with 
the U.A. sales organization going 
ahead to market the picture. Con- 
tracts were taken before a distribu- 
tion contract was entered into be- 
tween U.A. and Jensen, opposition 
meanwhile coming from Goldwyn. 
When that occurred, U.A, immedi- 
ately held off on everything in con- 
nection with ‘Lining,’ including any 
publicity. 

Understood that when the picture 
goes out it may net carry mention 
of U.A, as the distributor. 

ost of picture is reported at 
$60,000. teleasing sales deal with 
U.A, calls for the first $75,000 to the 
distributor, then cost of distribution 
and a split of 50-50 thereafter, it is 
said, 

Patrician, the producer, is a Jen- 
sen company formed to produce 
this picture. Jensen was interested 
with Waiter Camp in Inspiration, 
dormant since ‘Eyes of the World,’ 
released two years ago. ‘Lining’ is 
looked upon as the open sesame to 
possible return of Inspiration to the 
field as a U.A. producer. 

ROXY’S NEW SERIAL 

Roxy theatre, New York, starts its 
fourth Universal serial March 15. 

It is ‘The Great Airmail Mystery’ 
in 12 episodes. 





Film Men Favor 
World Copyright 
Law as at Rome 





The international copyright law is 
officially favored by the American 
film industry, according to its 
spokesmen, These men are hopeful 
that the U. S., before the end of the 
present session of Congress, will 
become a signatory to the Rome 
convention, formerly the Berne 
movement, which is advocating this 
law for the world. 

As it pertains to all creative writ- 
ing work, such as books, plays, etc., 
the international agreement would 
automatically copyright such a 
work upon its completion. In the 
event of a dispute, since there would 
be no index filing system, the au- 
thor would have to prove to the 
satisfaction of a court in his own 
country that his brainchild was 
completed before all others. 

It is believed that the source of 
revenue now realized from copy- 
right in the States will be retained, 
despite the fact that the general 
purport of the international law is 
for no charge. This charge or the 
$1 now exacted for a copyright, 
could be continued in that the au- 
thor could register his work with 
the idea of referring to such regis- 
tration in the event of a claim for 
remedy, or an alleged violation. 

Hindrance Removed 

The greatest hindrance to the U. 
S. becoming a party to the inter- 
national agreement has been 
moved, it is pointed out. This was 
effected upon elimination of the re- 
quirement that an author, desiring 
to have copyright recognition in 
this country, first must have his 
works published in the U. S. 

The international understanding, 
it is declared, would not terminate 
copyright and title bureaus now ef- 
fective over here, It is maintaines) 
that the Hays bureau would still 
have to function in its clarifying of 
title complications, which frequen. 
arise in the exchange of product 
among nations, ag far as pictures 
are concerned. 


re- 


More ‘Torchy’ Comedies 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Educational has renewed CC. C. 
Burr for eight more ‘Torchy’ com- 
edics in that series. 


tay Smith will again appear in 





the name part. 





Touchy National Egos Force Studios 
To Seek Okays from Those Affected 





Radio Convenes in May; 
Program Will Be 40-45 


RKO-Radio will hold its annual 
convention, first combining 
the products of the former RKO 
Pathe and Radio companies, some- 
time in May the middle west. 
City has not been chosen but will 
be picked with a view to cutting 
down necessity of too much travel 
for RKO sales representatives from 
all parts of the U. S. and Canada 
who will attend. 

Program, now being made up, will 
embrace 40 or more but will not 
number over 45. 


Radio Tests New 
Faces and Ideas 
In $100,000 Pix 


sales 


in 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Untried talent, new trends in 
stories and _ original production 


ideas all constituting a bugaboo in 
expensive pictures, will get their 
chance in Radio’s series of low cost 
Titans, 

High price of regular program 


films have made most producers 
afraid to chancs something or 
somebody new unless it seemed 


surefire. Failure brought plenty of 
censure. Titans, to cost around 
$100,000, will be used by Radio as 
an opportunity to develop young 
players and new picture stuff. 
Players are of especial importance 
to Radio right now as the studio 
is in need of a larger list of stock 
names. 

Willis Goldbeck is in charge of 
the Titans at the present, although 
other supervisors will also work on 
an occasional low cost story, ‘Lame 
Dog Murder’ (formerly ‘Lame Dog 
Inn’), a sensational yarn probably 
too risky for a $250,000 negative, 
and another story are being readied 
as first in the Titan group. 

Low cost of the Titans is expected 
to be achieved mostly in cutting 
down on amount of negative ex- 
posed and by outlining every day’s 
filming before starting the picture. 


Skouras Asks That 
‘ Oldknow Stay with 
F-WC, Fox Settlement 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Oscar Oldknow continues on a 
monthly basis with Fox West Coast 
Theatres at the request of its pres- 
ent operators, the Skouras Brothers. 

Oldknow is said to have received 
a 100% settlement, part cash and 
notes, of his Fox contract. This 
agreement had one and a half years 
to go. ° 

Spyros and Charles Skouras are 
due to reach here tomorrow (Tues- 
day) and assume charge of FWC 
operation. Charles will take active 
charge with Eddie Alperson arriv- 
ing with him as assistant. Eddie 
Peskay, previously reported coming 
out this way as a Fox W-C oper- 
ator, remains east as assistant to 
George Skouras. 





By this new arrangement the 
anticipated detachment of the 
Schanberger Midland Circuit, of 


Kansas and Missouri, from Fox W- 
C will not occur. It had been re- 
ported that Alperson and Peskay 
would join in separately operating 
the Midland circuit. 


$50,000 FOR PLAY 


Purchase by United Artists of 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ legit mys- 





tery satire, understood to be set 
with UA to star Eddie Cantor in 
the talker. Cantor will play the 


part of a mystery writer, played in 

the legit by Ernest Truex 
Reported price is $50,000 pretty 

close to top for the current season's 
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Hollywood, Feb. 22, 

Difficulty in the past over pies. 
tures that offende? countries, oe 
ganizations or individuals hag 
brought about the general submige 
sion of scripts by studios to outside 
ers. Stories dealing with subjectg 
that might be touchy if handled the 
wrong way are being freely passe@ 
out for okay or comment pers 
sons who might be affected, 

Practice of letting laymen pass on 
scripts became frequent about the 
time navy officials began complaine 
ing about hoke naval stuff which 
shed an improper light on seamen, 
This after the navy department had 
co-operated in most cases by loane 
ing battleships and other props, 
Now practically all stories dealing 
heavily in naval background and in 
which navy equipment is used are 


Lo 


submitted voluntarily by produc. 
ers. Same goes for army or marine 
yarns, 


If equipment of the defense des 
partments isn’t used to any extent, 
studios invite military or navy of- 
ficials to see the finished picture for 
comment, and to keep their good 
will. 

Consuls Advise 

Scathing comment on native 
backgrounds for stories of foreign 
locale has also caused producers 
to be wary. They now call in the 
local consuls or prominent local 
residents of the countries in ques- 
tion for a conference on the scenes 
before they get into negative 
Trouble Metro had in Cuba over 
‘Cuban Love Song’, and threatened 
trouble which never materialized 
over Radio-Pathe’s ‘Prestige’ be- 
cause of French Indo-China prison 
scenes, are instances which have 
caused producers to be wary. 

This wounding o! national pride 
by Hollywood was first felt in the 
days of silents, when every picture 
had a Mexican villain. Now villains 
of any country, outside the United 
States, are usually handled so as 
not to offend native. ego. 

Hearst In 

William Randolph Hearst’s edie 
torial objection to Warners’ ‘Five 
Star Final’ is causing other studios 
to submit realistic newspaper 
stories to outsiders before okaying 
them for production, Warners sub- 
mitted ‘The Ferguson Case’ to 
Hearst voluntarily for suggestions 
on the newspaper angles. 

Picture business has always been 
anxious to tread on no one’s toes, 
Latin races and the French hayé 
been those most easily offended. 

Submitting is usually done 
through the Hays office, but somes 
times producers do it direct, Baron 
Valentinn Mandelstamm, a contact 
man between studios and _ the 
French government, and on studio 
payrolls, is called in to read all 
scripts involving France to any 
extent. 

Suggestions of these outsiders are 
generally carried out the letters 


to 





Four Steel Story Yens 
And No Steel Stories 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Despite Universal's many starts 
and no finishers on a story of the 
steel industry, three other major 
companies are currently in the mar- 
ket for stories of this ilk for the 
new program. 

Columbia is intending a steel mill 
story for Jack Holt and Ralph 
Graves and is trying to get a story 
from local scribblers. Metro and 
Warner also want a similar story 
on the new program, while Univer- 
sal will make more attempts to get 


a story out of the several scripts 
written. 
Rowland Buys 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Richard A. Rowland, who is stay- 
ing at the Fox studio indefinitely, 
is preparing to move into a Beverly 
Hills home. 

Edward R. Tinker left Thursday 
(18) for New York. Glenn Griswold, 
in charge of Fox public relations, 
will remain here for another weeks 





Rosenwald at RKO 


Edward Rosenwald, former op- 
erating assistant to Harry Katz, 
Publix division head over Indiana, 
has joined E. M. Orowitz’s pub- 
licity staff with RKO. 

He will serve as contact on both 





collection of film prices. 


4 


picture and vaudeville exploitation. 
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HEEHAN IN FULL CONTROL 





Profit- Sharing 
By P-P Outhit 
For Goodwill 


sharing arrangement for 
employes, 





A profit- 
all Paramount-Publix 
rather than a bonus to theatre 
managers only in line with the 
Skouras idea, may be_ evolved 
shortly. So far the proposal has 
merely been discussed in a prelim- 
inary way by the heads of Para- 
mount-Publix, who are reported 
anxious to devise a means by which 


the company’s manpower can profit 


in someway commensurate with 
loyalty to P-P. 
Profit-dividing idea would apply 


to all people on the P-P payroll in 
all parts of the world, from execu- 
tives down to office boys. 

It is intimated that the final in- 
tention may be similar to the inter- 
Paramount salary deduction system 
that was in vogue several years ago 
when H. B. Franklin was with the 
organization. At that time a speci- 
fied amount was taken out of em- 
ployes’ salaries weekly, with the 
company adding to it at the end of 
a given period. 

The scheme lasted for about a 
year, with Paramount itself putting 
in around 25% as interest on the 
employes’ money. Provision was 
that if anyone left before the ex- 
piration of the agreed period, he or 
she was to collect 6% interest. 
When dropped after the year's trial, 
many Par persons from the big 
execs down lamented the end of the 
idea. 

Indications are that P-P is trying 
in various ways to restore any good 
will on the part of the personnel 
that may have been destroyed re- 
cently. If morale was hit by the 
two recent salary cuts, the proposed 
profit-siaring arrangement, plus the 
thought of relief on employe stock 
purchases, it is believed will bring 
back greater harmony. 

Paramount Publix employees can 
now have their say, either over 
their signatures or anonymously, 
as the result of a request from 
Sam Katz for any suggestions P-P 
payrollites might have looking to 
the benefit of the company. 

Bulletin was handed out to all 
employes requesting that sugges- 
tions be dropped in boxes placed for 
this special purpose, 


Booking Mixup Costs 


Laemmle His Dinner 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Carl Laemmle and junior left 
here Sunday for New York to 
straighten out the tangle on distri- 
bution of Universal product for 
next season. Accompanying them 
Was Jack L. Schlaifer, newly ap- 
pointed general manager. Mixup in 
booking with three circuits in line 
for the U output, with sale of cer- 
tain pictures on the schedule to 
Loew ami Publix being disputed by 
RKO, 

Because of sudden departure of 
Laemmle, Sr., he will miss the 
Wampas dinner Tuesday night (23) 
to celebrate his 26th year in the film 
business. The Laemmles will return 
in three weeks, 

Laemmles will be in New York 
not longer than two weeks. Carl, 
Jr., is due back here Mar. 9 when 
he and Irving Thalberg will be in- 
itiated into the Breakfast club. 

While in New York he will look 
Over the new plays while his father 
Confers with L. J. Schlaifer to be 
&ppointed as gen. sales mer. 


Bill Fox Rents 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

William Fox has rented a house 
on the outskirts of Hollywood and 
will move out here within a month. 

Decision is presumed to have a 
connection with Fox’s real estate 
interests in this are:. which are ex- 
tensive. 











Brookhart Off on New 
Campaign Against Trade 





Washington, Feb. 22. 


Sen. Smith W. Brookhart (R. 


Iowa) is on the war path again, 
having announced that he will in- 
troduce a resolution in the upper 


chamber tomorrow (Tuesday) call- 
ing for an investigation of the pic- 
ture industry by the Committee on 
Interstate Commerce. 

The corn belt statesman has so 
far merely declared his dissatisfac- 
tion with the film trade in general 


terms, but on his previous record 
it is presumed that he is again 
tilting against the Hays organ- 
ization, ‘moral’ quality of  pic- 
tures, block booking, zone protec- 
tion and alleged ‘unfair business 
practices’ which the Federal Trade 


Commission and the 
Justice have both 
haustively. 


Department of 
examined ex- 


CHASE-FOX MEN. 
SEND SOUTH 
FOR KENT 


Palm Beach, Feb. 22. 

Authoritative word here is that 
S. R. Kent is leaving, to be in New 
York this Friday (26) to confer 
with Fox-Chase representatives. In- 
formation is that the call came 
from the north for Kent, and he is 
cutting short his more or less vaca- 
tion to keep the date. 

Belief is that the Kent deal with 
Warners is now growing cooler. 
Throughout the past week word was 
that Kent and the Warners, all of 
whom were here, were trying to get 
together on a buy proposition, Kent 
to be the purchaser through bank- 
ing connections. 





»»> 





Harry Warner is slated to re- 
turn to his desk Tuesday (23). 

He has been spending the past 
two- weeks at Miami. 


SCREEN WONT 
KID POLITICS 


‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
and all stories of that ilk will be 
purchased strictly for title value. 
Stories in each instance will be 
completely re-written, so say ex- 
ecutives for Columbia. 

After several trips to the Capitol 
to fully discuss governme.tal fac- 
tors concerning the screen versions 
of ‘Go-Round,’ such pictures will 
reach the screen with the approval 
of all political parties, according to 
Columbians. 

‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
adapted by three writers 
names are being kept secret. 


Schulberg, Selznick 
New on Ass’n Board 


Hollywood, Feb 22. 

Association of MP producers met 
Thursday (18) and elected B. P. 
Schulberg and David O. Selznick to 
replace Jesse Lasky and J. Schnit- 
zer on the board of directors, Ad- 
journed for further business to this 
week due to announced lack of a 
quorum, 

Absentees: Howard Hughes, Sam 
Goldwyn, Darryl Zanuck, Winnie 
Sheehan, J. Schnitzer, Carl Laem- 
mie, Jr., and Hal Roach. 





is now being 
whose 








ee UP AGAIN 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
meeting and election of 
the Producers’ Associa- 
tion will be held Thursday (25). 
Louis B. Mayer is up for renomina- 
tion as president. 

No opposition ticket to date, 


General 
officers of 


TO TIE CHARGE 
UF FOK oT UDIO: 


Returns to Lot with All 
Authovity Following 
Month’s European Trip— 
Rockett 2d in Command, 
Wurtzel as Studio Mer. 


MONEY FILMS TELL 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Control of Fox film production 
will be reinvested in W. R. Shee- 
han. His reappointment comes after 
weeks of conjecture within and 
without the Fox ranks as to who 
would ultimately take charge of 
Movietone City. 


Decision to give Sheehan full 
command places the former produc- 
tion head on no divided power 
basis as formerly existed when both 
Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel were giv- 
ing orders. Under the new edict 


Wurtzel becomes general manager 
of the plant in charge of studio 
detail. Al Rockett is named as 


associate producer next to Shee- 
han, or almost the same position 
formerly held by Wurtzel. 

The new production lineup goes 
into effect upon Sheehan’s return 
from Europe which is expected to 
be about a month after he sails. 

Sheehan, now in San Francisco, 
will leave direct from that city for 
the Continent within a week or so. 
His port of embarkation is unknown 
at this time. 

Decision to return Sheehan to his 
former post, with even added au- 
thority, is understood to be the 
outcome of an analysis made by 
company heads of the books regard- 
ing income from film sales. Through 
this means the investigators dis- 
covered that the only real money 
films turned out by Fox the past 
season were.those directly produced 
by Sheehan. And this was the de- 
ciding factor. 

In Temporary Charge 

While Sheehan is away the newly 
appointed Fox production board, 
will function with the Rockett- 
Wurtzel duties as outlined here. In 
the case of Wurtzel he will retain 
the same assignment upon Shee- 
han’s return. 

D. E. MelIntire will continue as 
business manager of the studio 
while W. E. Michel, an executive 
vice-president of Fox, is to become 
a member of the production board 
until Sheehan’s active resumption of 
control. Michel, while here, will 
also aid in adjusting the Fox West 
Coast Theatres situation as regards 
the start of operation of this circuit 
by the Skouras brothers. 

Any bitterness which Sheehan 
may have felt because of the dis- 
missals and changes in personnel 
made all around him is believed to 
have lessened. There is not much 
question that these discharges are 
what disturbed Sheehan’s state of 
mind unt!l he was on the verge of 
a serious nervous collapse. On the 
other hand, now that the changes 
have been made, it is also a matter 
of ct njocture whether what took 
of " aaabawateied 
tions. 

Board of production manage- 
ment consists of Sheehan, McIntire, 


ps xwirhent situa- 


Wurtzel, George Bagnall, comptrol- 
ler; Al Rockett, Robert North, as- 


sociate and Richard 


Rowland. 


Schenck, Rubin Westward 
Suddenly for M-G Confab 


is on his 


producer, 





Nicholas M. Schenck 


way west or about to leave New 
York for a sudden Coast visit. 
Owing to yesterday’s (22) holiday 


exact time of departure could not 
be learned. 

Report is that Schenck was called 
to Culver City by Louis B. Mayer 
for important studio conferences. J. 


tobert Rubin will accompany 





Schenck, 








Nameless Stock Story 





Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

The Los Angeles ‘Times’ 
yesterday (Sunday) carried a 
New York dispatch stating that 
the interests around Paramount 


were trying to buy the stock 
holdings of its chief executive. 

Story stated a price above 
the market had been offered 
but that the heavy Paramount 
stockholder was holding out for 


a considerably higher amount. 
No names were mentioned. 





In New York it was men- 
tioned that an offer was made 
at $20 a share with the owner 
of the stock holding out for 
double that amount. 


COLUMBIA WILL 
TRY BONUS 
SYSTEM 


Introduction of the bonus system 
in the production end of the film 
industry, with Columbia as the first 
company to attempt the experiment, 
will not result in any dispute with 
Equity or the individual star. 

According to Wa‘ter Wanger, who 
has long advocated the bonus basis 
for production, lesser players and 
production peop'e will be on a 
straight salary and the bonus will 
be optional with a star. 

Wanger contends that a star who 
prefers not to gamble and to travel 
along the routine way of a flat sal- 
ary will get the same, but that the 
star willing to gamble will cut him- 
self or herself in on a return pos- 
sibly eclipsing at the flat income. 

The plan will likely be extended 
to directors and to well known 
authors. 

Production of stage plays in New 
York by Columbia, with Wanger 
supervising legit activities is a pros- 
pect. 

Idea is to develop material and 
talent. Wanger is listed as leaving 
for the coast this week. 


GAG RUMORS 
CHECK WASTE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Obtaining efficiency and economy 
in studios by spreading rumors is a 
new gag introduced by the banker 
contingent and is apparently get- 
ting results. 

At one studio the 
sonal telephone calls has 
by the rumor routine, 

In the first case a report was 
dropped from headquarters that the 
were being tapped to 














number of per- 
been cut 


telephones 


find who were running up the bills. 
Report spread like wildfire over the 
studio and there was an immediate 
letup in other-than-business calls. 
Other studio rumor, started for ob- 
vious reasons, was that secret 
checkers were clocking all writers 
and office help as to time of ar- 
rival and departure. This also 
worked. 

Regarded locally as the ultimate 
in efficiency inasmuch as desired 
results could be obtained without 
hirins; help to effect them, 





John Emerson for Metro 
John Emerson has been contract- 
ed by Metro as a director. 
He is at present on the coast with 
Anita Loos (Mrs. Emerson), recent- 





ly placed on M-G’s writer list. 











|} to shake off the 


| Frankie Joins RKO for Trial Period - 


As Advisor, Delves Into Production 


Harold B. 
last 
capacity. 
to 90 day 
title 


RKO 
advisory 


Franklin joined 


Saturday (20) in an 
The 


trial without 


appointment is a 69 
contract or 
aftermath 
of last week's RKO board of direc- 


and is believed the 


tors meeting at which Hiram §S, 
srown was tendered a vote of con- 
fidence. The RKO negotiations with 
both S&S. R former 
sales head, and E. V. Richards, 
theatre circuit operator, 


reliably reported to be off. 


Kent, Paramount 


Saenger 


are now 


Franklin's association with the 
company is immediate. He will 
take office today (Tuesday), hav- 
ing already sent west for his sec- 


retary, and will work close to 
Brown. 

Franklin, one of the few recog- 
nized theatre operators in show 
business, will not be concerned with 
this phase of RKO. selief is that 
he will be asked to concentrate on 
the Radio production situation and, 
to that end, will likely leave for the 
Coast shortly where he must also 
wind up his affairs regarding his 
deal with Paramount-Publix con- 
cerning the Paramount and United 
Artists theatres in Los Angeles. 

First Production Try 

It marks Franklin's first active 
connection with picture production 
although what plans he may have 
are understood not to include the 
disturbing of the present studio 
personnel. RKO's belief that the 
former theatre operator will be of 
value on the production end is 
based upon his close proximity to 
the studios during those years he 
was at the head of the Fox West 
Coast circuit with headquarters in 
Los Angeles. 

Reports are that Brown would 
like to see a system of unit pro- 
duction developed, with the adver- 
tising and publicity of both Radio 
Pictures and the RKO circuit com- 
bined into one department and un- 
der one head, 

If the Franklin appointment 
mutually works out satisfactorily 
a definite agreement will be drawn 
up at the termination of the intro- 
ductory period. Prior to offering 
Franklin the advisory post, RKO 
had twice proffered him the propo- 
sition of operating the Orpheum 
string of houses, affiliated with 
RKO, west of Chicago. And Frank- 
lin had twice rejected the bid. In 
his accepted position presumption 
is that he will split his time be- 
tween both Coasts, 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

With Franklin joining RKO a 
deal may go through, it is said, of 
the two downtown Publix houses 
operated by Franklin, the Para- 
mount and United Artists, where- 
by these sites will go to Fox West 
Coast for operation. 

Consent will be required from 
Publix for Skouras, FWC operator. 
to take over these theatres. Frank- 
lin has been operating both spots 
for about three months. 

Franklin is expected to return 
here by March 1 to adjust local 
matters. 


FREAKS’ HAS CENSOR 
TROUBLE IN GEORGIA 


Atlanta, Feb. 22. 

forced ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G) from the Fox theatre screen 
here Saturday (20) because of its 
gruesomeness. 

House rushed in ‘Polly of the 
Circus’ (M-G), Marion Davies film, 
as the substitute. Theatre tried to 
secure an injunction against the re- 
moval order but was unsuccessful 


City censors 


SARNOFF’S HEALTH TRIP 


David Sarnoff, RCA president, left 
for the Sunday (21), follow- 
ing last week’s meeting of the RKO 
directorial board, 

Vacation is a 


south 


means for Sarnoff 
ravages of a heavy 
month, 


cold. He will be gone about a 
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Reisman (U), Hatch (Ed) Join Kent, as 


Alperson as Departing Sales Heads 





Further distribution disturbance 
had Phil Reisman stepping out of 
Universal as its general sales man- 
ager, and Stanley Hatch leaving 
Educational as its picture-market- 
ing chief last week. Both are widely 
known in the industry. 

Reisman departs in two or three 
weeks with settlement under his 
contract amicably arranged between 
himself and the organization. Un- 
der his three and a half years’ 
agreement, which started in August, 
1930, reported settlement will be 56 
week’s salary, minus a small per- 
centage said t~> have been entirely 
acceptable to Reisman and U as a 
concession on former's part. 

U. contract with Reisman, who 
was brought over from Pathe, while 
calling for three and half years, 
carricad a clause from accounts re- 
serving to Universal the right at 
any time to cancel it througk pay- 
ment of equivalent of 56 weeks’ 
salary. "his prerogative is believed 
to have been exercised by the 
Laemmles possibly at the sugges- 
tion of Reisman following the de- 
velopment of a gulf between them. 

In addition to questions of policy 
bearing on product and distribution, 
it is said Reisman met with some 
difficulties on strictly sales matters, 
and finally decided it was best that 
there be a parting of the ways. 

Since it was suggested, according 
to report, that U and Reisman agree 
to disagree and that the buy-off un- 
der the 56-week clause entailed a 
settlement, the separation is on a 
more or less friendly basis. 

So far Reisman has not talked 
to anyone concerning a future con- 
nection as far as known. 

Between the sudden withdrawals 
of Kent, Reisman, Alperson (WB) 
and Hatch it would appear that 
the distribution department is get- 
ting the bulk of complaints directly 
accruing out of depressed exhibition 
conditions. 

L. J. Schlaifer, D’s eastern divi- 
sion manager, and runner-up for 
the general sales post, will succeed 
Reisman, it is understood, either 
supervising the east additionally or 
until such time as someone else is 
spotted for that under him. Schlai- 
fer has been with the organization 
ior many years. 

It is reported that Saul Rogers 
will succeed Hatc.. at Educational 
in full charge of sales. Hatch’s fu- 
ture plans are not given. 


Radio Will Attempt 
Pre-Film Economies 
With Script-Cutters 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Radio is attempting pre-filming 
econemies by eutting pictures in 
theory before they go into produc- 
tion, With this in mind Doane 
Harrison has been appointed pre- 
production editor, a new title. 
Harrison, former head of Pathe’s 
eutting dept., will attempt to elim- 
inate superfluous footage and un- 
necessary scenes, that would 
otherwise be scissored later, by go- 
ing over stories with directors and 
writers. Working out camera an- 
gles and action with miniature sets 
to eliminate time waste later on is 
another idea in the setup. 

First pair of pictures on which 
these theories will be tried are 
‘Lame Dog Murder and ‘West- 
ward Passage.’ Series of $100,000 
Titans will also be subjected to 
Harrison’s analysis, with an at- 
tempt to reduce amount of negative 
exposed on these to 10606,000 feet, 
half of the prevailing amount. 





DENVER SETTLEMENT 
Denver, Feb. 22. 

When half way through trial, 
Thomas Sullivan and H. T. Nolan 
settled with Audio Theatres, Inc., 
for $7,000. J. T. Sheffield was the 
principal owner of Audio and the 
suit was brought over alleged con- 
version of property. Settlement also 
carried the dropping of the case of 
Sheffield against Sullivan, Nolan 
and others over an asserted force- 
fu) entry charge. 

Case grew out of ficht between 
Sullivan and Sheffield to make 
money in two theatres in a Denver 
suburb only big enough for one. 
The first case resulted in the jury 
awarding Sheffield $7.000 but both 
gides asked a new trial, which was 
being heard when settlement was 
reached. 


+ 





Standard Aperture Set 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Standard aperture 
have been ratified by all the major 
studios and most of the indies after 
consultation with the large theatre 
Same set of measurements 
throughout the film 


chains. 
is now in use 


industry for the first time since 
sound came in, 
New pictures will have a nega- 


tive image .868 of an inch wide by 
.631 high. Projector aperture will 
be .825 of an inch wide by .600 high. 
Difference between aperture size in 
cameras and projectors due to al- 
lowances for film shrinkage and me- 
chanical tolerance, 


PAR’S QUAKE PICTURE 
SCOOPS EXPLAINED 


Why Paramount has scooped all 
other newsreels in the field on 
earthquakes in South America dur- 
ing the past two years is no longer 
a mystery—it’s a system. 
According to cameramen, Par 
works these earthquakes from out- 
side rather than in. When Par 
learns of a new quake it doesn’t 
negotiate with a correspondent in 
the area, taking his word that he 
has everything under contro! and 
already in the can. Instead, Par 
hires a plane, putting two men 
aboard, one witha silent equipment 
and the other a sound attachment. 
To get the scenes on Broadway 
first only one or two shots of the 
upheaval are taken in sound. These 
are edited into the major silent 
footage, giving all the impression of 
sound. In follow-up coverage for 
general national release the sound 
coverage is complete. 

Cameramen on any South Amer- 
ican quake assignment are limited 
to three hours in the trouble zone. 
Time limit has been effected after 
a study of the quake situation and 
a home-office belief that all that is 
necessary can be obtained in that 
period, 


lanl . . 

Shifting Jack Barry 

The personnel department of 
Publix is being swung to another 
division, with its head, Jack Barry, 
either leaving the organization or 
to be spotted in some other capac- 
ity. 
Chester L. Stoddard, a Katz lieu- 
tenant with general duties, includ- 
ing figures, will assume the work of 
the personnel department. 








dimensions | 


‘RAIN’ UP AGAIN 


Bankhead—Schenck and 
Milestone Jointly 


‘Rain,’ once made by Gloria Swan- 
son in synchronized form, and to 
be remade as a talker by United 
Artists, will be jointly financed by 
Joseph M. Schencx« and Lewis Mile- 
stone. Milestone will direct. 

Tallulah Rankhead on loan from 
|Paramount may do. the Sadie 
Maxwell Anderson 





| Thompson part. 
will adapt. 

Miss Swanson, .-ho did ‘Rain’ un- 
der title of ‘Sadie Thompson’ sev- 
eral years ago for UA release, re- 
cently was reported having sug- 
gested remake of the story by her- 
self, with nothing coming of the 
proposal at that time. 


PUBLIC'S YENS 
FLOP AS B. 0. 
GUIDANCE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Producers in the annual throes of 


lining up next season’s product 
have concluded that they can’t get 
any help from the public-in picking 
film fare, 

Public’s only reaction, good or 
bad, is when a picture is finished— 
and that’s the answer at the box 
office. Just how a similar type pic- 
ture might fare is still uncertain, 
although a new type picture that 
clicks can generally promise healthy 
returns for some of those following 
in its wake. 

Hollywood Nightmare 

Hurry to get the first few in the 
theatres before the fashion dies re- 
sults in a cycle of one particular 
kind. But the Hollywood nightmare 
ie being on a tail end of one cycle 
when audiences are flocking to t:.e 
forerunners of a new cycle. 

This year producers have closely 
watched the several audience sur- 
veys conducted by newspapers and 
magazines, all hoping to be origi- 
nators of a new b.o. cycle. When 
all the desires were gathered and 
tabulated, they found themselves 
just where they started—with pub- 
lic desires still a mystery. 

Watching one eastern paper’s sur- 
vey, they found that the readers 
would like to see on next year’s pro- 
gram the following type pictures: 
Romantic, detective-mysteries, spy- 
thrillers, comedies, wild animal pic- 
tures, musical comedies, wild west 
dramas, operettas, gangster films, 
newspaper pictures, and spectacles. 











Separate Academy 


Groups Framing 


Protests Against Governing Talent 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Incorporation in the producers’ 
anti-raiding agreement of a clause 
requiring notification of outside bids 


to the employee concerned as well 
as to the producer employing him, 
is expected to be one of the princi- 
pal adjustments demanded by the 
Academy. 

Indignation is chiefly among ac- 
tors, directors and writers over the 
terms of the hands-off pact, with 
oratorical comparisons culled from 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ to express the 
feeling that creative talent can be 
made to work for board and keep 
and little more if the document is 
held inviolate. 


Claim Joker 

Main joker, as the talent sees it, 
is the clause requiring written no- 
tification to the last employer of 
intention to make any offer to 
dropped people. 

Previous employer then has the 
privilege of meeting the offer ‘pro- 
viding the employee consents.’ 

In practice, some Academy mem- 
bers claim, one producer will noti- 
fy another he intends to make a 
certain offer to a_ relinquished 
player or director, the second will 
reply that he’ll equal it, and the 
matter will be dropped with the em- 
ployee never hearing of it, and con- 
tinuing to work fo: a fower figure. 

Picture talent looks on it as a big 
scale poker game in which they're 





the face cards, but never get a 
chance at the chips. They want 
specific provision made to inform 
the individual what's going on, pos- 
sibly by a system similar to the 
Call Bureau, which protects free- 
lances from hold out agents. 


*‘Thumbscrew’ Charges 

Charges that the producers are 
in reality building a thumbscrew 
for salaries instead of the osten- 
sible purpose of holding each other’s 
hands to prevent star snatching, are 
also supported by citing the text 
of the agreement. 

Another objection made is that 
the agreement in effect tacks on a 
final six months’ option to every 
existing or future studio contract. 
This because of the six months’ no- 
tification period between producers, 
with the previous employer entitled 
to equal any new offer. 

Outlawing any offers until 30 
days before expiration of employ- 
ment is also condemned as an am- 
biguous provision that may prevent 
other producers from ayproaching 
a player until two weeks or more 
after the actual expiration of his 
contract. 

The different branches of Acad- 
emy membership are holding official 
discussions and informal indigna- 
tion councils on the producers’ text 
Their officially reached reactions go 
to the Academy’s board, which is 
expected to call on the producers 
for a showdown. 





Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 

Harold Wertz, aged 4, stepped 
into Hal Roach comedies through a 
contest. He’ll stay. Company likes 
him as a fatty member of ‘Our 


Gang.’ 
Tryon in ‘Tijuana’ 
‘Trapped in Tijuana,’ Ralph Like 
production, went to Mexico for au- 
thenticity. Glenn Tryon starred. 
IlIness Delays Massey 
Tliness marooned Raymond Mas- 
sey in New York. He’s due to start 
on a Universal! directorial job. 


Goldberg East 

Jesse Goldberg, Bud DLTarsky’s 
partner in a proposed series of 16 
indie features, flew east. Setting 
distribution. George Walsh star- 
ring in first picture early in March 

Al Kvale, ex-Chicago m.c., re- 
cently at Egyptian here, will be 
given a chance by Mack Sennett on 
one short, 





Variety Oglers 
Paul Gerard Smith is scripturally 
abetting the vaudeville tendencies 
of Jack Mulhall. Hoot Gibson is 
another filmite ogling the varieties. 


Per Picture Directors 
To further the best interests of 
economical management, Radio will 
henceforth ticket its directors bj) 
the picture, not by the week. Greg- 
ory LaCava and George Archain- 


baud are the first on that basis. 
Others will follow. 
Anna May Wong's vaude tour 


stopped by assignment to ‘Road of 


the Dragon’ at Radio. 





Radio’s Second Chinese 

Radio acquired a second Chinese 
story, ‘Passage to Hongkong,’ by 
George Kibbe Turner. George Arch- 
ainbaud to start megging early in 
April. 


Nathaniel H. Rubin, young check- 
er champ, booked into the mezza- 
nine of Loew’s State Wednesday 
(24). Plays all comers in batches 
of 30, forfeiting $10 to winners. 


L. & H. English Personals 


Laurel and Hardy are making 
their last short for the season. 


After doing a feature for Metro 
they figure on going to England for 
personals in June, 





Columbia is looking for a circus 
story to use up leftovers from ‘Rain 
or Shine.’ 


Joe Jackson, pioneer talker writer 
at Warners, completes his four 
years March 20. New contract in 
negotiation. 


Roach Ends Tour 
Hal Roach due home tomorrow 
(23) from his air tour of the other 
Americas. Arthur Loew left the 
party at Mexico City. 


Metro Holds ‘Lupin’ 
Metro’s release of ‘Arsene Lupin,’ 
set for this month, is being delayed 
until foreign copyrights are definite- 
ly cleared. ‘Business and Pleasure,’ 
Will Rogers film, replaces it in the 
Criterion Thursday (25). 


Pickford East 


York this week to do a little shop- 
ping preparatory to the picture she 
expects to start April 1. 


Child Labor Warning 

Before getting tough about the 
child labor laws, Labor Commission 
is trying to educate theatre man- 
agers, dancing schools and agents 
as to the statutes. After a warn- 
ing period of grace the minions will 
start minioning. 





Levy’s Helping Hand 

Benn W. Levy, English play- 
wright, now at Universal City, is 
helping Edward Everett Horton put 
on ‘Springtime for Henry’ at the 
Hollywood Playhouse. Levy knows 
how his play should be cast and 
pleasing him is delaying the play. 


Herman J. Mankiewicz starts an- 
other year at Paramount. He’s 
survived six consecutive renewals. 





Marx’s Adagio Writers 
Bert Kalmar, Harry Ruby, §S. J. 
Perelman, Art Sheekman, George 
Marion, Jr., and Harry Sweet are a 
few of the participating lierateurs 
on the new Marx Bros. film, ‘Horse 
Feathers.’ 


Indie production schedules went 
haywire last week because of the 
rain, Working mainly outdoors, 


most were delayed waiting for a 
break with the sun. 


Metro’s Imports 
First of Metro's new crop of for- 
eign Imports to arrive igs Alain Do- 
leche, French writer. George Kann, 





returning here in three weeks, re- 


Mary Pickford leaves for New 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


cruited more than a dozen foreign 
writers and players for French, Gera 
man and Italian syncs, 

Harry Bannister replaces Irving 
Pichel in latter’s part in ‘State’s At. 
torney’ at Radio. Pichel is directing 
following Rowland Brown’s walk. 





U’s Three Buildups 
Universal will build Tala Birell, 
Boris Karloff and Sidney Fox for 
stardom this season. Miss Birel] 
gets under way by dyeing her hair 
four shades darker to play ‘Nana.’ 


Lesser’s Backing 


Sol Lesser is reported to have the 
backing of A. P. Giannini, Bank of 
America chief, in negotiating for 
control of Talking Picture Epics, in« 
die release organization. 

Stowell-Warner Suit 

N. W. Stowell and Franklyn G, 
Warner are sued for $750,000 ag 
guarantors to that sum of a $1,500,< 
000 note issued by the bankrupt 
Garden of Allah Hotel Co., owner of 
the Mayan theatre. 


es 


Par’s Lubitsch Offer 


Paramount has offered a separate 
unit for Ernst Lubitsch to produce 
his pictures minus any supervision 
as the latest step in an attempt to 
get together with the director on his 
remaining with Par after his cone 
tract expires Mar. 7. 





Gulette Bye-Bye 

Netra Gulette, college grad who 
snagged a contract out of the Uni-e 
versal home office, failed to be re- 
ptioned. After some work in shorts 
here she became homesick, return- 
ing to New York for a Christmas 
vacation. Never showed back at 
Universal after that. 


Warners’ 10 Acts 
Warners’ Downtown jumps from 
five to 10 acts Thursday (25), while 
-he RKO, a block away, has cut from 
eight to six acts, deciding to use 
only two locals, augmenting the 
eastern units, 


Four shopping district grinds cut 
pre-6 p. m. admission to a dime for 
double feature bills, to compete with 
the 15c price at Broadway’s two 
newest houses, Roxie and Los An- 
geles. 


Wood’s Nose Trouble 
Judith Wood in for a nose operfie 
tion second time in two months 
Second to correct the first. 





Al Rosen, agent, is huddling with 
B. B. B.’s creditors on an idea to 
(Continued on page 41) 


PALOOKA IN-LAWS 


Contracts Draw Poor Relations 
Quicker Than Taxes 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Everyone in Hollywood who has 
a steady job is being visited by 
relatives they have never heard of 
before. That goes from the prop 
boy to the star. 

Studios are being pestered all 
day by sisters, cousins and aunts 
who have important messages for 
their loved ones, under contract. 
When questioned, they admit that 
they haven’t seen their working 
kin since they were kids. All they 
want to do is remind: the star of 
the days when they all played duck 
on the rock—and make a touch. 

Investigation proves that most of 
the relatives are from the actor’s 
home town and have a slight know- 
ledge of their earlier days. In some 
cases, the claim has been authentic, 
but the relatives were not wel- 
comed, Nothing mars a successful 
actor’s day more than a visit from 
@ poor relation. 

Claiming relatives, mostly grift- 
ers, are quickly spotted by the door- 
men and secs and are usually 
kustled out of the studio with the 
supposed relative never knowing 
that they have called. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Jose Lopez Rubio 
Jesse Goldberg. 
E. R. Tinker. 
Mary Pickford 





m 2th A. 


Ralph Farnum. 
Russell Mack. 
Bennie Ziedmann. 
Tay Garnett. 

N. M. Schenck. 
J. R. Rubin. 
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Film Stocks Make Great Flurry 


Going Nowhere, 


= 





By AL GREASON 

Market opens this morning 
(Tues.) after a double holiday with 
the percentage against an advance, 
but Wall street is figuring in only 
a brief recession before the cam- 
paign to give stocks the needle is 
resumed both from Washington and 
Broad street. ’ 

The furrowed brows of heavy 
economists are wrinkled with doubt 
over the elaborate program to pull 
business out of despondency, but 
Wall street is making an energetic 
show of being in a hotcha mood 
over the prospects of a stimulated 
period of trading which may, with 
the aid of the Administration’s pro- 
gram of bank credit extension, in- 
spire business to snap out of it. 

Take it from the Street trumpet- 
ers, the Administration will see 10 
it that the market keeps going 
probably into April, with a ‘cor- 
rective setback’ then and a resump- 
tion of the upward movement run- 
ning through the presidential cam- 
paign. Ask ’em ‘And after that?’ 
and all you get is an eloquent shrug 
of the shoulders. Wall street wants 
a Republician president and an ac- 
tive market and will co-operate with 
Washington all the way. If the 
trick can be turned, nothing will 
be lacking in effort to that end, 
from both centers of politics and 
commerce or vice versa. 

Amusements Laggard 

How far the picture stocks would 
participate in any such upturn is 
a question. Certainly they gave 
no evidence of liveliness during the 
upward surge week before last. 
Loew, practically the only amuse- 

(Continued on page 34) 





i-corporations 


Albany, Feb. 22. 

Norman Pierce, Inc., Manhattan: the- 
Atrical business, restaurants, amuse- 
ments of all kinds; $1,000. 

First Choice Pictures, Ine., New York: 
motion pictures; 100 shares no par. 

The Television Equipment Co., Inc., 
New York; radio broadcasting and re- 
ceiving business; 1,500 shares no par. 

Photo Color Bondholders Syndicate, 
Inc., Manhattan; motion picture appara- 
tus, photographic business; 200 shares 
no par. 

Photocolor Operating Co., Ine., Man- 
hattan; motion picture apparatus; the- 
atrical productions; 200 shares no par. 

Bridal Wise, Inec., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business; $30,100—300 shares pre- 
perred, 100 common $1. 

Fifth Avenue Broadcasting, Ine., Man- 
hattan; radio broadcasting station, radio 
apnraratus; 100 shares no par. 

Battaglin-Goewey, Inc., Troy; general 
theatrical business; 100 shares no par. 

Shu-Bran Operating Co., Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical business; 100 shares no 
par. 

Producing Associates, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical business; 200 shares no 
par. 

Herbert Amusement Corp., Yonkers; 
— enterprises of all kinds; $20,- 

00. 

Joyvland Amusement Co., Freeport. 

. Y.; Ine., Freeport; operate amuse- 
ment resorts of all kinds; 1,500 shares— 
600 preferred $100 and 1,000 common 
no par. 

Broadcast Producers of New York, 
Inc., Manhattan; radio broadcasting 
business: $25,000. 

Co-Artists Opera Drama, Ine., Man- 
hattan: theatrical business, amusements, 
entertainments; 100 shares no par. 








Aetna Amusement Associates, Inc., 
Manhattan; theatres, roof gardens, 
amusement parks; 2,000 shares—1,000 


Preferred $100 and 1.900 no par. 

Grainsky Theatre Ticket Corp., Man- 
hattan; theatre tickets of all kinds: 
$20.900, 

Mattewan Theatre Corp.. New York: 
theatrical business. public entertain- 
ments; 200 shares no par. 

Dery Theatres, Ine., Port Henry: 
Amusement. entertainmeftit; $26,000 

Golden Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., 
New York; theatrical enterprises; 40 
shares no par. 

Rinfriss Corp., Brooklyn: furnish 
amusement, entertainment; 50 shares no 
par. 

P. R. Club, Inc., Purchase: realty, 
amusement of all kinds; 500 shares no 
par. 
Central Amusement Corp., Manhattan 
theatrical enterprises: 10 shares no par. 

Capital Foreign Attractions, Ine... Man- 

attan: motion pieture business; $29,000. 

Harmos Productions, Inc., Manhattan 
realty, theatrical business: 75° shares— 
25 preferred $100 and 50 common no par. 

Foster Beach Corp., Sayville: realty 
&musement resorts of all kinds; 159 
shares no par. 

Kerham, Utd., Manhattan: theatrical 
business, amusement, entertainment; 100 
shares no nar, 

Gloria Films, Inc., Manhattan: deal in 
Motion picture films: 200 shares no par. 

The American Newsreel Corp., New 
York: motion picture films of all kinds: 
200 shares no par 

Boriack Amusement Corp.. 
tan: theatrical business: $5,000. 

H. N. Y. Theatre Corp.. Port Chester: 
theatrical business: $10.000. 

Statement and Deslenation 

Eastern Service Studios, Ine., 100 


Manhat 


While Bonds Rise 





Public Service 





A graphic example of Broad- 
Way circuit house service was 
evidenced recently when one 
house had the ropes up with 
patrons standing three and 
four deep waiting for the 9.30 
‘break.’ Business was such 
that they started to spill out- 
side the tapes, at which time 
an usher gently started to push 
the overflow back within the 
limits. That is, until he ran 
across one patron who didn’t 
want to budge. 

So the house attache wound 
up by saying: ‘G’wan, get in- 
side those ropes or I'll punch 
yu’ in the nose.’ 











PUBLIX 1007, 
IN IND, ST. L. 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

New set-up for the operation of 
the Skouras and Publix houses in 
Indianapolis and St. Louis is re- 
ported locally. Understood that the 
former 50-50 operating scheme wil 
be discontinued and that Publix will 
assume full managerial charge of 
the houses in these two towns. 

Milton Feld is reported to take 
these theatres under his supervisory 
wing. 








St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

Control of the Ambassador and 
Missouri theatres here passed offi- 
cially and informally into the hands 
of Paramount-Publix last week. 
This despite that P-P shares owner- 
ship of the houses equally with 
Warner Brothers. Each own 50% of 
the stock of the two houses, but the 
P-P control comes through a prior 
deal with the Skouras family. 

Formal transfer of control oc- 
curred simultaneously with the de- 
parture of Charles Skouras for Los 
Angeles, Skouras’ resignation as 
president of Super Theatres Corp., 
which operated the Ambassador and 
Missouri, also ended the theatrical 
reign of the Skourases in St. Louis. 
It is the first time since 1914 that the 
city has been without a Skouras- 
operated theatre. 

Reeves Espy, long connected with 
Skouras, is in charge for Publix. 
No change has been made in per- 
sonnel or in policy. 





Flynn for Stilson 


Larry Flynn has »een appointed 
general traffic manager for Para- 
mount Publix, succeeding Palmer 
H. Stilson, who went out Saturday 
(13) after 15 years’ service with the 
company. Flynn up to now has been 
in charge of transportation under 
Stilson. 

During Stilson’s incumbency with 
P-P he instituted many systems 
and devices having to do with ship- 
ping, tracing, routing, etc., of film, 
effects, equipment, etc. 





tion picture studio business; New York 
office, 2826 Decatur avenue, Bronx; 40,- 
000 shares—10,000 preferred $10 and 
30,000 common no par. 

Pleasure Pictures, Inc., 19 Dover Green, 
Dover, Del.: motion pictures; New York 
office, 14 Wall street, New York City; 
John S. Stover, managing director; 2,000 
shares no par. 

Oklahoma 
Tulsa, Feb. 22. 

Midwest Theatre, Inc., Drumright, Okla.; 
capital, $2,000. Incorporators, R. Isley, F. 
M. Isley and W. P. Moran. 

Dissolutions 

Alexander Theatre Ticket Office, Inc., 

New York. 


Butler Barney; $1,- 
089.690. 

Audio-Cinema, Inc.; Leo Lewis & Co., 
Inc.: $207.17 

Hugo Maienthau; 
age Corp.: 2254.95. 

Arthur Caesar; I. Cohn; $197.95. 

Don Dickerman; 516 Madison Ave., 
Ine.: $8,046.45 

Photocolor Corp.; Pure Oil Co.; $216.17. 

George C. Tyler; Gates & Morange; 


Davenport; M. 


Lloyds Film 


Stor- 





West 10th street, Wilmington, Del.; mo- 


$11,835.02. 
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CFRIALS, SHORTS 
S ONE WAY OUT 


Tilting Rentals Excessively 
on 2-for-1 Houses ‘s An- 
other Suggestion — 1,800 
Houses, 20% of Best U. S. 
Market, Playing Twin 
Bills 





20-30% RENTAL LOSS 





Producers and circuit heads are 
determined to _ eliminate double 
featuring with the advent of the 
1932-’33 season. Special types of 
serials, and serialized short sub- 
ject blocks, are getting wide con- 
sideration. 


Another remedy being considered, 
which will have to be approved by 
virtually ail distributors before any 
effectiveness, is stepping up per- 
centages or flat rentals in two-for- 
one theatres higher than they have 
ever been. 


Even certain national leaders of 
independent exhibitors are in sym- 
pathy with the move to terminate 
the double feature. Concensus of 
representative opinions sounded is 
that it will force the industry off a 
quality basis unless steps are taken 
immediately to retard and finally 
eliminate it. 

Already distributors are facing a 
general reduction in rental returns 
of, from what is estimated, 20%, 
and 30%. 


1,800 Doubling Houses 


Revealing that during the past 
year doubling has spread until now 
about 1,800 theatres, or 20% of what 
distributors rate as highest ac- 


counts in the U. S. and Canada, 
are included, the method in which 
rentals decline is defined for the 
first time. i 

Sales tactics with the theatres 
doubling are such that in many in- 
stances the distributors have to give 
away the second feature to the ex- 
hibitor the same as he in turn now 
does to the public. This, it is re- 
vealed, is brought about in such 
cases by the second picture being 
included in the house overhead and 
deducted from receipts before the 
first feature can participate in per- 
centage. 

Serialized shorts and serials with 
three-reel episodes, each telling a 
complete story are getting more 
serious consideration than ever 
before. Warners, Radio and Uni- 
versal are making an important is- 
sue of this type of product in the 
1932-'33 programs, Exhibitor lead- 
ers of independent organizations 
beiieve tuat the right kind of ma- 
terial in the-~serial direction will 
stem the double urge. 

Urge Sales System Change 

Certain of the Hays member 
companies are dubious that any- 
thing except a change in 
m.ethods will eliminate the two-for- 
one. These believe that jacking up 
percentage on the first picture un- 
til the figure has reached a new high 
to the exhibitor is the only way. 
That plan, as well, calls for 
tures which are being sold on a flat 
rental basis to have their charges 
markedly increased in houses that 
persist in a double program. 

Only point admitted favorable to 
the double from the point of view 
of certain distributor heads is that 
cecasionally the maximum program 
will help sustain the first picture 
through attracting a larger attend- 
ance of most-for-the-money shop- 
pers. This inclination toward double, 
however, is conceded by the same 
minimized on the comparison of 
general b. o. return. 

Educational next March will re- 
lease the first of a series of three- 
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Major Firms Seek 





Finish Fight 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Kid playing a jockey was 
being ganged up for ‘County 
Fair,’ Chadwick - Monogram. 
Defense wasn’t stiff enough 
for Lew King, megger, who 
yapped ‘Get in there and fight.’ 
‘What d’you expect for $5,’ 

cracked the kid, ‘a mutiny?’ 


SEVERAL B. & K- 
SPOTS SET T0 
FOLD 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
B&K is going over its large group 
of local houses with a fine comb in 
an effort to weed out the weak ones, 
with an eye to peddle them off or 
shutter t!:m in the near future. 


Included in the group is said to be 
the Regal, south side colored house 
and a consistent loser; the Bel- 
mont and several of the former 
Lubliner & Trinz houses, which 
the stipulation that the house stay 

It’s estimated that B&K has been 
losing around $35,000 a month 
through the affected theatres, with 
the circuit anxious to wipe the 
deficit out some way. In the case 
of the Regal it’s understood that 
B&K got a reduction in rent several 
months ago, reported to have been 
from $85,000 to $60,000 yearly, with 
the stipulation that the house stays 
open until next July anyway. Un- 
der terms of the deal it’s understood 
that in event B&K decide to fold 
the colored house sconer, the rental 
price goes back to the original 
figure. 

Belmont on the north side is be- 
ing operated by B&K under lease 
from RKO, which is also interested 
in the Tower south side, another 
BE&K stand. 


RKO BOOKS RUSS FILM 
FOR 7 GOTHAM HOUSES 


RKO has taken ‘Road to Life,’ 
Russian talker, for seven Metro- 
nolitan New York houses. Theatres 
include the Jefferson and 23rd St. 

Film, first all-Russian talker, 
carries a set of American super- 
imposed captions. It’s currently in 
its fourth week at the RKO Cameo, 
‘New York, on its first run, and fig- 
ured good for a fifth, Other New 
York RKO dates will follow imme- 
diately after the Cameo run, 

If proving successful in New 
York, RKO is toying with the idea 
of pooking it through the circuit in 
selected houses, 




















RADIO’S JUNGLE FILM 





pik A 


Frank Buck, author and big game 
hunter, has reached an agreement 
| with tadio. Possessing an amount 
|of African footage, the company has 
laccepted the Buck film and will 
probably weave it into a feature. 

Picture is being cut in New York 
but will be sent to the Coast for 
further polishing. Release is sched- 
uled some time in May. 





N. 0, COLUMNIST’S SHORT 
New Orleans, Feb. 22. 

Mel Washburn, columnist and 
dramatic editor ‘Item-Tribune’ is 
currently on the Orpheum’s screen 
in a short of gags. 

It’s a two-way plug for house and 
paper, 





Own Solution 


As Protection from Nat'l Indie 
Squabbles; Favor State Bodies 


+ ininiacimnnnnnntages 


On the eve of the annual con- 
ventions of two national independ- 
affiliated exhibitors 
throughout the country are involved 


ent sroups, 


in factional fights which are stir- 
MPPDA (Hays) producers to 
discuss means to secure their own 
interests and, if possible, to make 
them independent of the independ- 
ents 
Indie organization repudiations 
and recantations have set major 
firms to seek further means to safe- 
guard their box office returns. 
Producer spokesmen feel that the 
indies, instead of co-operating with 
the industry, are seeking to capital- 
ize the depression and that the 
business can realize little unity in 
meeting important problems if the 
independent exhibitors are to be de- 
pended upon. 

Cross Purposes 
An instance of the feeling among 
indie organizations is pointed out in 
that the Theatre Owners’ Chamber 
of Commerce is not on speaking 
terms with Allied. TOCC is rush- 
ing state organization plans and 
Allied is reported endeavoring to at- 
tempt a rival state unit in New 
York. Also that the MPTOA wants 
the 5-5-5 contract and arbitration 
while Allied, which supposedly also 
favored it, now has changed its 
mind. 
On the other hand, the MPTOA is 
‘going into territory formerly held 
by Allied and the latter organiza- 
tion has dated its convention in 
Detroit six days ahead of the 
MPTOA conclave in Washington, 
set for March 18, 
That little can be gained by na- 
tional organizations of exhibitors 
still remains the declaration of pro- 
ducer representatives. Their atti- 
tude, according to their own state- 
ment, is based on indie records to 
date which show that no indie group 
has ever functioned successfully for 
any length of time on national 
lines. The producers, however, are 
encouraging strong state units of 
exhibitors. 


BIP EXEC DUE OVER 
FOR CANADIAN SUIT 


Toronto, Feb. 23. 
Despite London reports that Ar- 
thur Dent, head of Wardour Films, 
director of Pathe Pictures, and 
managing director of British Inter- 
national’s export company, has 
headed for America in order to dis- 
pose of British product in the 
United States market and take back 
U. 8S. products to England, film 
people here claim that he is really 
making the trans-Atlantic voyage 
in order to deal with the $590,000 
suit which has been launched by 
Ray Lewis against B. I. P. here. 
Ray Lewis is required by an order 
of Irwin Hilliard, K. C., to produce 
all correspondence that passed be- 
tween herself and WD. Morris, of 
London, Eng., alleged to have been 
in connection with nego- 
tiations of an an agreement be- 
tween her and British International] 
Pictures (Export), Ltd., for the dis- 
tribution of British film in Canada, 
Miss Lewis, known in private life 
as Mrs. Joshua Smith (wife of the 
artist who has painted the King and 
Queen of England, Lord Kitchener 
and Lord Roberts, etc.), and Brit- 
ish International Films of Canada, 
Ltd., are suing British International 
Pictures (Export), Ltd., and British 
International Pictures, Ltd., to re- 


ring 








her avent 





cover a total of $500,000 for an al- 
leged refusal by the British come 
panies to carry out an agreement 
whereby, the plaintiffs say, they 
were to have had the exclusive right 
for five years to distribute 20 of the 
feature pictures produced each year 
by the defendants. Plaintiffs and 
defendants disagree as to the terms 





of the agreement. 
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Loop Slumps— Shanghai’ Only 
Strong Newcomer at $25,000; 
‘Lady with Past’ but $19,000 


Feb. 22. 


houses are slowing 


Chicago, 

Loop picture 
to a walk this week, Nothing ex- 
returns 
the 


extended 


citing in boxoffice any- 


where. In most spots shows 


are going into the por- 
tions of their sojourn. 
not only at the run 
also at the stage show 
Oriental. 

The holdover shows are doing al- 
right, too. ‘Hell Divers’ is finish- 
ing an excellent three week’s romp, 
while ‘Arrowsmith,’ continuing into 
stanza, predicts little 
in speed. At the Oriental 
holdover is the Cab 
should _ slip 
the powerful 


This is true 
houses but 


spot, the 


its second 
change 
the 
band. Gross 
slightly from 
week's take. 

Best patronage returns are skip- 
ping into the Roosevelt for ‘Shang- 
hai Express.’ Dietrich film started 
out at a nifty stride and will gallop 
home for a fine $25,000 on its open- 
ing session. Looks capable of hold- 
ing for three weeks, If so it’s one 
of the best showings at this house 
in moons. 

Big arena of the loop, the Chi- 
cago, is not feeling well. Been get- 
ting bad breaks on pictures, draw- 
ing seconds, and the results have 
proven that the public is not to be 
stampeded, Current is ‘Business 
and Pleasure’ (Will Rogers), but in- 
dications are for returns much be- 
low previous Rogers films. 

Another disappointment is ‘Lady 
With a Past,’ Constance Bennett, 
at the State-Lake. Ads were di- 
rectly pointed for the femme trade, 
much attention being paid to the 
number of gowns worn by the 
screen lady. Result is some matron 
patronage during the daylight but 
the slump is toughest at night. 
Hardly looks strong enough to last 
two weeks. ‘Prestige,’ originally in- 
tended for this house, may not show 
here. Date for the opening has 
been constantly postponed, and in- 
stead of coming in for a run may 
be shifted to the Palace for a one 
weeker. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85) ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Theatre 
causing a little worry for B. & K.., 
grosses having slumped badly past 
month; Will Rogers exhibiting little 
strength and not likely to take more 
than $33,000, flabby. Last week 
‘Beast oi City’ (M-G), despite ter- 
rifice Hearst splurges, faded sadly 
to $32,800. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85) ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). 
Three powerful sessions for Gable- 
Beery action drama; this, its last 
stanza, will hold to good $15,000. 
Last week was a nifty second week 
at $25,200. ‘Proken Lullaby’ (Par) 
in Wed. (24); billing is also carry- 
ing the ‘Man I Killed’ subtitle in 
order to grab the benefit of previ- 
ous publicity. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) and 
sti.ge show. Cab Calloway band 
sticking for second wee'’* and hold- 
ing register to comfortable figure 
of $30,000. Last week same band 
and ‘Plumber’ (M-G) strongest tip 
in many weeks, $36,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 
‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Nothing to get feverish about cur- 
rently, prophesizes no strength at 
$22,000. Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ 
(Radio) helped by vaude headed by 
Keri Murray and Mary Brian; neat 


Calloway 
only 
first 


$24,900. 
Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
600; 50-75-85) ‘Shanghai Express’ 


(Par). Displaying best money form 
in loop; headed for weighty $25,000 
and three weeks; got away at the 
bell 1d holding pace excellently. 
Last week house took to itself a 
new all-time cellar mark with sec- 
ond week of ‘Hatchet Man’ (WB), 
$3,300. ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB) not set but likely to follow 
current film. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85) ‘Lady With Past’ (Radio). Just 
dribbling along opening week; must 
battle for a fortnight stay on pres- 
ent indications: first session disap- 
pointing near $19,000. ‘Rue Morgue’ 
(U) finished two weeks to $11,100 
for final. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85) ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). 
Initial session topped all expecta- 
tions, corralling a hot $31,700; three 
weeks in prospect here; holding up 


nicely to $22,000. ‘Greeks’ (UA) 
next. 

Punch and Judy (330; 50-75) 
Road to Life’ (Sovkino). After 
beating expectations at the loop 


Apollo, moved here for a holdover; 
in the loop gathered neat $5,100, 
but at this tiny out-of-the-way 
hideaway not likely to top $1,500. 





CONVENTIONS HELP 


Indianapolis Business OK—$21,000 
for ‘Express’ in 9 Days 
Indianapolis, Feb. 22. 
Current week’s trade isn’t bad. 
‘Shanghai Express,’ in for nine days 
at the Indiana, drawing well and 
has good exploitation and unusual 
ad space. 
Group of conventions holding 
forth this week is helping receipts. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—Millionaire’ (Fox). Seems 
to be good for $7,000. Last week 


‘Rue Morgue’ (U), hit a bare $4,500. 
Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—No One Man’ (Par). May help 
house to $6,500, but will have to 
10ove. Last week ‘Wayward’ (Par), 
$7,000, oke. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,310; 
—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Should 
bring $21,000 in nine days, good. 
Last week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe), pulled 
early; about $10,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Fine Women’ (U) and vaude. 
Will keep this house in 10 grand 
class. Last week ‘Cheaters at 
Play’ (Fox), reached $9,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 25-35-50) 
—'Freaks’ (M-G). With a little 
climbing will get $8,500, oke. Last 
week ‘Greeks’ (UA), $7,500. 


‘COD’ AT $16,000 IN N. 0. 
TOP MONEY FOR CITY 


New Orleans, Feb. 22. 

‘Man Who Played God’ tops the 
local wickets at the Saenger, assur- 
ing the house of its healthiest week 
in some time. Same can’t be said 
for ‘Broken Lullaby,’ which got 
away slowly at the State through its 
denatured label and is believed lo- 
cally to have been handicapped 
thereby. Film is gaining momentum 
and may achieve a good week. 
‘Rue Morgue’ holds forth’ at the 
Orph and is picking up somewhat. 

Estimates for This Week 
Saenger (3,000; 60)—George Arliss 
great favorite here. ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB) doing to top 
money for town at $16,000 pace, 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) last week drew 
good $14,000. 
Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par). Hurt by title, but 
building and should get fair $12,000. 
Last week ‘Union Depot’ (WB) gar- 
nered $10,000, mediocre. 
Orpheum (2,400; 60)—Clientele 
likes thrillers, and ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) 
should run to a nice $10,000. Last 
week ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) dropped 
badly to $8,000. 
Strand (1,800; 50)—‘High Pres- 
sure’ (WB). May attain a fair $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Under 118’ (WB) 
under $1,800. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Taxi’ (WB). 
Started poorly and doesn’t look more 
than $1,600. Last week ‘Around 
World’ (UA) poorly at $1,900. 


Freaks’ Down, ‘Morgue’ 
$10,000 and Capital Okay 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

The two vaude houses are doing 
the business this week. But besides 
the acts the Earle has Joe Brown’s 
‘Fireman’ and Keith’s has Connie 
Bennett's ‘Lady With a Past.’ Holi- 
day will help this week. 

Met is being pulled from a slump 
by ‘Man Who Played God’ but 
‘Freaks’ is doing nothing at all at 
the Palace. 

Estimate for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 35-50)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). Maybe $13,- 
000, oke. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G in second week, about $10,590. 

Earle (WB) (2,000; 25-35)—Fire- 
man’ (FN) and vaude. Should see 
good $25,000. Last week ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (WB) possibly $16,000. 


25-35-50) 








Fox (2.434; 25-35-50)—‘Million- 
aire’ (Fox) and stage show. Will 
be around $22,000, not bad. Last 


week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
$23,500. 


Met (WB) (1,624: 25-35-50-75)- 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). 
Should get $11,000, good. Last 
week ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G) 
dove to around $4,000. 

Palace—‘Freaks’ (M-G). Prac- 
tically nothing when only $14,000 
comes in here. Last week ‘Plumber’ 
(M-G) mediocre at $16,000. 

Rialto—‘Rue Morgue’ (U). House 
has been doing well with thrillers 
and maybe $10,000 currently. Last 
week ‘38 Wise Girls’ (Col) fair at 
$6,000, 

Keiths (RKO) (1,875: 35-50) 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Seems to be in for big week, 


$19,000. Last week ‘Panama Fo’ 


(Pathe) only about $10,000. 





‘Smith’ $3,500—Tacoma 


Tacoma, Feb. 22. 
Improved films should mean bet- 
ter biz this week. ‘Arrowsmith’ is 
in for at least a solid week at the 
Blue Mouse and Rialto has nice 
bill but badly split three ways. 
Estimates For This Week 





Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘Law and Order’ (U) with vaude, 
and ‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe). 


Makes week look good at $5,500. 


Last week ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) 
and ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) for nice 
$5,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50) ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). Swell on 
$3,500. Last week slow, ‘Lasca’ 
(U), around $1,800. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50) 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) ‘Claudet’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cheat’ (Par), in three- 
way split, for $4,500; good. Last 
week, ‘Courageous’ (M-G) ‘West of 


Broadway (M-G) and ‘Personal 


Maid’ (Par), fair, $3,900. 


Small Spots Best in 
Minn. with Father’ and 
A Revival Week Try 


Minneapolis, Feb. 
Surprise magnet of the week thus 
far is ‘Unexpected Father’ at the 
Lyric. Despite none too favorable 
reviews is traveling along sensa- 
tionally. Only conclusion is that 
title spells dough and Slim Sum- 
merville and Zazu Pitts in combina- 
tion mean something here. 
Results are amazing the local 
rialto and seem to indicate that the 
work of this pair in comedy shorts 
has built them a large following. 
The Lyric, a 35-cent house, will do 
more business this week than the 
50-cent State having twice the seat- 
ing capacity and rating as the sec- 
ond leading Publix loop theatre. 
Another picture which predicts 
good figures is ‘Man Who Played 
God’ at the Orpheum. ‘Shanghai 
Express’ is doing fairly well at the 
Minnesota, but is not performing to 
expectations. 
The Aster’s revival week is prov- 
ing highly popular. A change of 
picture daily, the selections being 
confined to films included in the list 
of the year’s 10 best chosen by 
Merle Potter, ‘Journal’ critic. 
After starting big last week, ‘Rue 
Morgue’ fell miserably and failed to 
give a good account of itself. ‘Union 
Depot,’ at the Minnesota, also fin- 
ished up to disappointing returns. 
Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and unit. 
Marlene Dietrich believed a magnet, 
nothing left undone on exploitation 
but no undue rush; indications of 
disappointing week, maybe $23,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Union Depot’ (FN) 
only around $22,000, bad, with ad- 
verse weather a factor. 
Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890; 50)— 
“Man Who Played God” (WB) and 
vaude, Picture drew only luke- 
warm reviews, but customers ap- 
parently like it; opened well and 
may hold up to $14,000, good. Last 
week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) around 
$11,000, picture weakening badly as 
week progressed. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 59)—‘Mil- 
lionaire’ (Fox). Neither title nor 
stars, Joan Bennett and Spencer 
Tracy, demonstrate box office value; 
reviews unfavorable and not ex- 
pected to build beyond $4,000, poor. 
last week ‘High Pressure’ (WB) 
around $6,000, fair. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,700; 
expected Father’ (U). Phenomenal 
opening and pace; picture not 
highly regarded, but biz is holding 
up and house will have one of its 
biggest weeks in years; looks close 
to $5,000, great. Last week ‘No One 
Man’ (Par) around $3,500, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—revival 
week. Different picture every day. 
going strong and big week seems 
certain; may reach $3,000, fine. 
Last week ‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) 
about $2,800, very big. 

Grand (Publix} (1,100; 25)—'‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) and ‘Forbidden’ 
(Col) split, second leop runs. About 
$1,000, fair. Last week ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ (Par) and ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox), around $1,500, pretty good. 


Chi Arty Site Reopens 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

With the operators’ union having 
reached a compromise settlement on 
its claims against the Punch and 
Judy, the house was reopened this 
week again as a foreign film outlet 
with ‘Road to Life,’ Russian talker. 
Picture moves over from the Apollo 
where it stayed 10 days to fair 
business. 

Russian flicker is being handled 
locally by Joseph Burstyn, with the 
native colony in support. Will 
Biggie is business manager of the 
picture, also handling the house. 
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Arnold With Fawcett 
Hank Arnold, formerly press 
agent for Sam Goldwyn, has gone 
to Minneapolis where it is expected 
he will sit in as an associate editor 
for the Fawcett publications, 
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Portland's Noon Line System 





Employe in Mob to Tip P. M. Price Scale 
Start—‘Express,’ $13,000, Big 
+ ingiindceniadaheai 





CINCINNATI IMPROVES 








$20,000 for ‘Firemen’ and ‘Past’ 
Going for $14,000 
Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 
Main line cinemas drawing bet- 
ter this week than last, although 


handicapped by rain. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,330; 35-65) 
‘Fireman’ (FN) and vaude. Trini 
on stage and a fair $20,000. Last 
week ‘Taxi’ (WB) and weak stage 
bil], $18,500. 

alace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Dietrich 
magneting a good $16,500. Last 
week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) sad with 
$:,500, smallest in weeks for this 
house. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)— 


Doing a 
‘Hatchet 


‘Lady With Past’ (Radio). 
good $14,000. Last week 
Man’ (WB) $9,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Strangers in Love’ 
$8 000, Last week 
$11,500. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Elumber’ (M-G). Clicking at a 
fast $5,000. Last week ‘Secret Wit- 
ness’ (Fox) $2,200. 

"Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
‘Cock of the Air’. (UA). A first run 
and Jack Dempsey short are in for 
a full week’s showing; heading for 


30-50)— 
Off at 
(UA) 


(2,200; 
(Par). 
‘Greeks’ 


$3,200, fair. Last week ‘Men of 
Chance’ (FN) and ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) $2,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


‘Murder and Dawn’ (Fischer) and 
‘Cannonball Express’ for fair $3,000. 
Same last week with ‘Fighting Mar- 
shal’ (Col) and ‘Unexpected Fath- 
el (U). 


B’KLYN IS SLOW, BUT 
PAST’ A GOOD $25,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 22. 

Nothing special around town this 
week, The Albee and Met look 
alright. 

Neighborhood theatres, especially 
Loew’s King and Pitkin, undoubt- 
edly cutting in on downtown de- 
luxers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85) ‘Nice Women’ (U) and stage 
show. Mild $35,000 in prospect. 
Last week good with ‘Wayward’ 
(Par) and Crosby and Tashman on 
stage for $50,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65-75) ‘Busi- 
ness and Pleasure’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Art Jarrett, radio singer, on 
stage but nothing exciting at $22,- 
009. Last week ‘Silent Witness’ 
mild at $22,000. 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-50-75) ‘Lady 
With Past’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Should hit a nice $25,000. Last 
week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) $22,100. 

Loew’s Met (2,500; 25-35-50-65) 
‘Emma’ (M-G) and vaude. Seems 
set for around $25,000, oke. Last 
week mild with ‘Forbidden’ (Col), 
$19,000. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50) ‘Fire- 
man’ (FN), Fair enough near $16,- 
000. Last week ‘High Pressure’ 
(WB) $18,500. 








Femme Names on K. C. 


Fronts, ‘Past’ $20,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 22. 

Feminine names this week and 
the press agents certainly spread it 
on strong. Something must be done 
to wake the sleepers. It’s a cinch 
that if business doesn’t come back 
it te be because the boys haven't 
tried. 

Last week the auto show cut in, 
although it was the middle of the 
week before even that started to 
draw. This week patronage just 
fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Freaks’ (M-G). Indications for 
gzo00d $18,000. Last week ‘Plumber’ 
(M-G) off at $14,200. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 
‘Lady With Past’ 
pull the gross up from preceding 
weeks; close to pretty good $20,000. 
Last week ‘Rue Morgue’ $15,800. 





25-35-50-60)— 
(Pathe). Should 


Newman (1,890; 25-35-50) — 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Ex- 
pected to hit around $8,000, okay. 


Last week ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) $7,000 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘No One 
Man’ (Par). And don’t think that 
the shoppers are not hunting these 





two bit shows; close to $4,000. Last 
week ‘Hatchet Man’ (WRB) $4,500 

Pantages (2,200; 20-35)—‘Smart 
Woman.’ Probably weak near $5,000, 
Last week ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) 
$5,506. 

Apollo (1,200; 35)—‘Merry Wives 
of Vienna’ (German). business is 
holding up for $1,600. Last week 
‘Tabu’ (Par) $2,009, fine. 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 292, 
Mat trade is boosting pickings 
considerable. Queues at many 
houses before 1 p. m. for the early 
cheap admishes. Reason is une 


doubtedly price, two bits before 1 

p. m. 
Several houses finding it neces. 

sary to put an employee in the line 


at the zero hour to tip off the b. 9, 


when to start charging afternoon 
prices. Evening queues soldem 
seen any more. 


‘Shanghai Express,’ at the Para. 
mount is elbowing for a big spot 
and may be the first times house 
has lead the burg for months. 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,000: 25-60)—» 
‘Rue Morgue’ (U) and vaude, 
Clicking fairly for $8,000. Last 
week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) $7,000. 


Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 


25-60) —‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
and F-M unit. ireat for $13,000, 
Last week ‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) 


good enough at $8,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60)—‘Freaks’ (M-G). Bad at 
$7,000. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (Me 
G) on second week $6,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-60)—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), 
In third week, moved from Broad- 
way, going for fair $4,500. Last 
week ‘Beast of City’ (M-G) poor at 
$3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000: 25« 
35)—'‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). 
Look good for okay $7,500. Last 
week ‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) did 
$6,000. 


FOX, PHILLY, CHANCE 
TO BETTER $23,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
Some slightly improved trade is 





looked for in the downtown film 
houses this week. 
The Fox, for example, has El 


Brendel in person and ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ and seems close to $23,000. Not 
too good but better than it has heen, 

Boyd should also get some trade 
with ‘Man Who Played God,’ al- 
though this George Arliss feature 
didn’t get the notices that some of 
the others have. * However, it should 
get two nice weeks. ‘Emma’ got 
$14,500 in its third and last weck 
at this house. ‘Hell Divers’ is hold- 
ing at the Stanley and there is still 
a chance that it may get a third 


week. ‘Broken Lullaby’ is set to 
follow. 
The Mastbaum hasn't got as 


strong a bill as it has been offering 
of late, S-W management apparent- 
ly figuring Ruth Chatterton can 
draw on her own. However, house 
hardly looks for more than $38,000, 
and only that through Washington's 
Birthday. ‘Rue Morgue,’ starting 
with a midnight performance Sun- 
day, will probably get around $11,- 
000 at the Stanton. 
Estimates for This Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—‘To- 


morrow’ (Par) and stage show. 
Picture getting all the play this 
week with ‘no names on stage; 


hardly more than light $38,000. Last 
week ‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par), 
—_ Ted Lewis band, good at $44,- 
500. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G). Holding strong in 
second week and may get third; 
should get $15,000 this week. Last 
week $21,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Gay Cas 
ballero’ (Fox) and stage show. Pic- 
ture figured weak, but El Brendel is 
drawing in person; should get $25.- 
000, best in some time. Last week 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 90o0r 
at $18,200. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) —‘Man Who 
Played God’ .(WB). Arliss picture 
should be good for two nice weeks; 
$20,000 indicated; ‘Emma’ (M-G) 
drew almost $25,000 in third wee*% 
and might have stayed. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘The 
Struggle’ (1A). Looks none too 
good here; hardly more than $12,000. 
‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) only $11,590 
last week. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65) — ‘Rue 
Morgue’ (17). Opened today (Mon- 
day) when ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) 
failed to last full week, getting a 
scant $6,000 in five days; ‘Morgue’ 
figured for $11,000 or better 


Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Plumber’ 
(M-G). Good notices and probably 
$22,000, oke. ‘Men of Chance’ (Ra- 
dio) $20,000 last week. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘Age for Love’ 
(UA). Probably around $5,000. ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ (UA) got $7,000 whet 
moving here from Keith’s last we 

Arcadia (600; 50)—Bi¢ Parad F 
(M-G). May surprise, but $3,00! 
anyway. ‘The Menace’ ‘Col) w! 





} $2,500 last week, a first rua. 
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RKO Grabs ‘Lucky Day’ After Pan; 
Freaks’ a Disappointment In L. A. 
And ‘Hotel Continental at $16,000 








Los Angeles, Feb. 22, 

After a month in hiding, the sun 
Beamed upon lL. A. giving golf 
links, riding stables, tennis courts 
and gas stations big trade but no 
particular advantage to theatres 
with the holiday. 

Proving again that the attraction 
will bring "em out, ‘Lucky Day,’ the 
Negro musical, grossed $26,100 in a 
week that brought sunshine to the 
Pantages. RKO got the jump from 
Fanchon and Marco on a competi- 
tive tussle for the second rights to 
the show. Orpheum wins the prize 
and is playing it currently with a 
well regarded feature, ‘Ladies of the 
Jury.’ ‘ 

This is the launching of system- 
atic therapeutics on the Orpheum 
which is to get a series of added 
attractions—not vaudeville—in an 
effort to lift the house out of the 
mire of those $5,000-$6,000 weeks. 
Duke Ellington will follow ‘Lucky 
Day.’ 

So far as downtown Los Angeles 
has returned a verdict, ‘Freaks’ is 


a box office disappointment. Its 
first week was around $9,500. Fair 
only. Quiet word-of-mouth was 


against it on the abhorrence angle. 

‘Fireman, Save My Child’ pleased 
‘Warners’ Hollywood with close to 
$20,000. An encore week is in proc- 
ess of consummation. Picture’s 
strength was something of a sur- 
prise. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 60-$1.50)— 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show 
(4th week). Third week just topped 
$20,000, so current takings at pace 
should be $17,000. ‘Grand Hotel’ 
tentatively set for March 3. “TLar- 
van’ also mentioned. 

Criterion (ox) 
‘Freaks’ (M-G) (2d-final week). 
Two weeks ample. Final take of 
$6,000. Got away slowly to under 
$10,000, ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
next. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75)— 
"Cross Examination’ (Atlas) and 
vaudeville. State rights feature and 
regular stage bill booked by Bert 
Levey. Around $8,500. Last week 
‘Expert’ on second run got $9,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
‘Fireman, Save My Child’ (FN) and 
stage show (2d-final week). Held 
over; second week at $14,000, good. 
Hair’s breath short of $20,000 first 
week. 

Orpheum (2,270; 85-90)—‘Lucky 
Day’ and ‘Ladies of the Jury’ (RKO). 
Jubilant RKO out-negotiated F&M 
for follow-up booking after sensa- 
tional week chalked at Hollywood 
Pantages by colored show. Per- 
formance cut to one hour 25 mins. 
That's against nearly two hours at 


(1,600; 35-65)— 


Pan. But four frolics daily at Orph 
against Pan’s three. expect $17,- 
000. Last week ‘Forbidden’ just 


average at $5,200. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90)—‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) and 
stage show. It won’t seem the same 
anymore. House tasted the delights 
of $26,100 without a picture. Re- 
suming regular policy and a prob- 
able $7,500 this week. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75)—‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiffany) 
and stage show. Picture liked but 
Duncan Sisters too often repeated 
locally. Around $17,000. Second, 
final, week of ‘Shanghai Express’ 
topped $19,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65)—‘Girl of the 
Rio’ (RKO) and RKO vaudeville. 
Not much variance in the grosses at 
this spot. ‘Girl’ will get about 
$9,000; week before ‘Big Shot’ hit 
$9,500. r som " 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1)— 
"The Champ’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Count on Wallace Beery-Jackie 
Cooper combo to escalate gross to 
near $19,000. Last week ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ didn’t intrigue local inter- 
@st with weak $15,000 resulting. 


United Artists (Franklin) (2,100: 


85-$1)—‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (3rd 
week), Paced around $10,000. 
Second week was $14,500, ‘Broken 


Lullaby’ due Feb, 24. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-$1.50)— 
‘The Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
(2nd week). Holding up fairly 
well. Around $16,500. First week 
Over $19,000. 


Further Brandt Dual Bill 
Houses Depend on Jolson 


Understood that the outcome of 
Pictures at the Jolson, New York, 
rechristened the Central Park, will 
determine whether William Prandt 
Will install the same policy into 
Other Shubert Manhattan spots. The 
Ambassador is one house under 
consideration. 

Brandt also has a deal on to put 
double features into the Manhat- 
tan, formerly the Hammerstein. 





+> 


(film grosses currently. 





AVERAGE IN NEW HAVEN 
‘Tomorrow’ Around $13,000—Oppo- 
sish Can’t Figure Fox’ College 





New Haven, Feb. 22. 
‘Vanities,’ at the Shubert, cuts into 
Competition 
has been waiting weeks for the Fox 
College to close, but house will hang 
on as long as passable films can be 
obtained. 

Passing of vaude at the Poli this 
Thursday will probably bring WB 
decision to continue acts at the 
Roger Sherman. Stage bills have 
been somewhat experimental there 
for the past eight weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and unit. Maybe 
$13,000. Last week ‘Man I Killed’ 
(Par) $13,600, all right. 

Fox (Poli) (3,040; 65)—‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe) and vaude. Set for 
fair $11,500. Last week ‘Greeks’ (UA) 
a Slim $10,300. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 
—‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) and 
vaude. Probably an okay $10,500. 
Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) 
faded after nice start to mild $9,300. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Busi- 
ness and Pleasure’ (Fox). . Looks 
like fair $4,500. Last week ‘Pres- 
tige’ (Pathe) a light $3,500. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Caballe- 
ro’ and ‘Racing Youth.’ Headed for 
nice $5,000. Last week ‘Men of 
Chance’ and ‘Law and Order’ steady 
at $4,300. 


SEATTLE GOOD N’ BAD; 
Orph’s $9,000 Leads 


Seattle, Feb. 22. 

3usiness very jumpy this week 
for the Fifth avenue brodieeing to 
new low while good feature and 
vaude boosting Orpheum to week’s 
leadership. ‘Arrowsmith’ has good 
second week in sight, holiday help- 
ing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,300; 35-60)— 
‘Man I Killed’ (Par) and unit. Very 
bad at $6,500. Last week ‘Shang- 
hai Express’ (Par) good on $14,100. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Lady with Past’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
stepping heavy in ads for $9,000, 
ok». Last week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) 
poor at $5.400 with scene cut; first 
local slice in a talker. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25) 
—‘Unexpected Father’ (U). Will be 
good, $3,000. Last week ‘Manhat- 
tan Parade’ (WB) slow, $2,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50)—‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (2d 
week). Near $6,000; great. Last 
week same film $8,600. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Pocatello Kid’ 
(Tif). Low prices bringing crowds, 
$.,000. Last week ‘Sky Spider’ 
(Epic), $5,900. 

Paramount (ox) (3,106; 25-35)— 
‘Chance’ (Fox) and ‘Beau Hunks’ 
(M-G). Excellent with $7,000. Last 
week very low with ‘Plumber’ (M- 
G) and ‘Two Kinds Women’ (Par), 
$4,500. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G) and ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G). Oke near $3,000. 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), sec- 
ond week at this house and third 
straight in town, $3,400. 


this Mir in Colatiies 
As Jean Trails $15,000 


Columbus, Feb. 22. 

Two film theatres are on way to 
swell grosses despite that the local] 
legit house is on way to certain $25,- 
000 with ‘Green Pastures.’ Ohio, 
with Jean Harlow in person, is 
standing 'em plenty, and Grand is 
pulling with ‘Man Who Played God.’ 

‘Freaks,’ at Broad, also heavily 
billed but only a mild draw so far 
and not much chance of late pickup. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe). Pretty 
good $9,000. Last week ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par), $8,500. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G) and Harlow 
in person. Knocking ’em for loop 
at $15,000. Last week ‘Greeks’ (UA) 
fair enough at $12,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50)— 
‘Freaks’ (M-G). Indifferent at $8,- 
500. TLast week ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
good enough on $11,100. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)—‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). Doing its 
top in months; ripe enough for $3,- 
000 or better. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) good at $4,100. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe). Usual aver- 
age at $2,500. Last week ‘Final Edi- 
tion’ (Col), $2,200. 

















BIRMINGHAM BETTERS 


‘Depot’ $4,600 at Empire—’Bam’s 
Last Week of Vaude, $10,000 


Birmingham, Feb. 22. 

Last week of vaude at the Ala- 
bama is being chased out of town 
with a grand flourish. Competitors 
have booked in good pictures for 
the week. 

Strand continues with a s, *ond 
week of double features and dundy 
business, while ‘Union Depot,’ at 
the Empire, is a cinch. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 35-60) 
—Broken Lullaby’ (Par) and vaude. 
Acts are good this week; started 
light, but may pick up; maybe $10,- 
000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—Lady 
with Past’ (Pathe). Off to good 
start, $5,000. Last week ‘Final Edi- 
tion’ (Col) and ‘Menace’ (Col) mild 
at $4,500. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)—No 
One Man’ (Par) and ‘Kiss Me 
Again.’ House tried double features 
last week with success, so continu- 
ing for time being, $5,000. Last 
week ‘Over Hill’ (Fox) and ‘Around 
World’ (UA) great buisnesss at 
$4,900. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 
‘Union Depot’ (FN). 
well, $4,600. Last week ‘Two Kinds 
of Women’ (Par), $3,900. 

Galex (BTAC) (500: 15-25)—‘The 
Bargain’ (FN) and ‘Silent Witness’ 
(Fox) split. Good for $950. Last 
week ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) and 
‘Last Flight’ good at $1,000. 


25-50)— 
Certain to do 





Stage Names Speed 
Prov. Boom, with 3 
Sites Doing $30,000 


Providence, Feb. 22. 

Lent and almost zero weather 
seem to be having but little effect 
on film trade. This week's stage 
fare is being heightened by personal 
appearances of Lina Basquette and 
Gilda Gray at Paramount and Fays. 
3oth are drawing, along with the 
Albee with its vaude. Coupled with 
burlesque, also going strong, the 
straight picture houses seem to be 
having plenty of grief. 

Film average is above normal, but 
Providence seems to be sold on live 
talent. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-60), ‘Lady 
With Past’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Connie Bennett and stage show 
whooping it up; unless there’s a 
sudden slide, house should be well 
into $13,000; business house has 
been doing since it turned vaudfilm 
is really sensational; from an aver- 
age of $5,000 the house has consist- 
ently hit close to $13,000 or better. 
Last week ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe), 
but vaude did all the work for 
$12,100. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50), ‘Way- 
ward’ (Par) and Lina Basquette on 
stage. Keeping up a swell pace and 
should go over $10,000. Last week 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par), over aver- 
age patron’s head, but fair at near 
$10,000. 

Fays (1,600; 15-60), ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox) and vaude. Gilda Gray 
as headliner; no question house will 
hit at least good $7,000. Last week 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) another 
satisfying week, $6,800. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75), 
‘Freaks’ (M-G). Great publicity 
may lift this one to normal level; 
may see $14,000. Last week ‘Greeks’ 
(UA) slid at $12,000, poor. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50), 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). 
Arliss a good bet here, but taking 
everything into consideration will 
be lucky if it tilts $9,000. Last week 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and ‘File 113’ 
managed to break $9,500. 

KO Victory (1,600; 10-35), ‘Pri- 
vate Scandal’ (Tiff) and ‘Without 
Honor.’ Looks okay at $4,000. Last 
week ‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col) and 
‘Arizona Terror’ (Tiff) so-so at 
$3,300, 


‘Taxi’ Looks Best in 
Buffalo on Nice $27,000 


Buffalo, Feb. 22. 
‘Taxi’ appears to be the outstand- 
ing picture of the week. Other pic- 
tures fail to show much promise, 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Taxi’ (WB) and stage show. 
Should go over $27,000 with strong 
stage fare. Last week ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par) average business at $20,700. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wayward’ (Par). Probably down 
to around $13,000. Last week ‘Man- 
hattan Parade’ (WB) and Whiteman 
short of hopes on $16,900. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
35-50) —‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). Looks slow et $13,000. Last 
week ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) an inter- 
mediate $17,100. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Silent Witness’ (Fox). May go to 
$7,000. Last week ‘Panama Flo’ 
(Pathe) just over $7,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)-——‘Run- 
around’ (Radio). House appears to 
be hitting stride again; looks like 
$9,000. Last week ‘Surrender’ (Fox) 
fine for $9,800. 











Shanghai Express’ Outstanding, 
Near $58,000 on 8-Day Week at 
Rialto During Dull Bway Stanza 





‘PAST’ $19,000, DENVER 


At New Orpheum—‘Express’ Good 
With $15,000 and Town Up 
Denver, Feb. 22. 
‘Man Who Played God’ warranted 
holdover but will be moved to the 


Rialto in a couple of weeks in- 
stead. Orpheum is holding up in 
great shape for second week and 


others have no cause to complain. 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Man Who Played God’.( WB). 
A fiine $9,000. Last week $6,000 
was fair for ‘Forbidden’ (Col). 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40- 
65)—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par. and 
unit. Good at $15,000. Last week 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par) took in but thin 
$11,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
40-65).—‘Lady With Past (Pathe) 
and vaude. Swell on $19,000. Last 
week, opening of this new house, 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio), did a nifty 
$20,000 in six days. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘Safe in Hell’ (FN), a 
pleasant $10,000. Last week ‘Way- 
ward’ (Par), only $6,200. 

Rialto (Huffman. (900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Lasca’ (U). Good on $3,300. Last 
week ‘Age for Love’ (UA), a poor 
$2,500, 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Rue Morgue’ (U). Drawing for 
fair $9,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
only $8,000. 


ST. LOUIS IS VERY GOOD 
SHAPE-‘SHANG’ $25,000 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

Even before the critics had sin- 
gled it out as the best film of the 
week ‘Shanghai Express,’ at the 
Ambassador, took a big lead on all 
the others. When the raves were 
published the picture took another 
spurt and is headed for the down- 
town theatres’ best week in months 
and despite the absence of names in 
the stage show. 

The big disappointment {s ‘Freaks’ 
at the State. Reviewers panned it 
unmercifully. 


Estimates For This Week 


Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65) ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and 
stage show. Big ad campaign and 
Deitrich name sailing this one 
through; will do around $25,000. 
Last week ‘High Pressure’ (WB) 
and Pola Negri on stage at $21,100. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Panama Flo (Pathe) and vaude. 
Camel radio entertainers on stage; 
ether fans turning out to see Mor- 
ton Downey and others; ought to 
go to good $20,000. Last week ‘Rue 
Morgue’ (U) disappointing at 
$15,100. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-50) ‘Freaks’ (M-G). Not doing 
well and may be only $13,000. Last 
week ‘Emm’ (M-G) packed for 
grand total of $20,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50) ‘Nice 
Women’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Getting no attention but Ruth Et- 
ting and Eddie Peabody as stage 
names helping; will be about $18,000. 
Last week ‘Cheaters’ (Fox) and 
Ben Lyon an” Gladys Baxter on 
stage, under expectations with 
$16,000. 

Missouri (Par) (3,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Behind the Mask’ (Col), and ‘Three 
Wise Girls’ (Par) double feature. 
Doing only average at $6,000, 

Last week ‘Wayward’ (Par) and 
‘The Deceiver) (Col) got $7,900. 


Louisville Won’t Go for 
Freaks,’ a Weak $5,500 


Louisville, Feb. 22. 

Friday openings unanimous be- 
ginning this week. Business con- 
tinues dull at Rialto in spite of sub- 
stitution of Mark Fisher band and 
stage presentations for six act RKO 
vaude, 

Theatre has abandoned 
night give-aways, 

Estimates For This Week 

Loew’s (3,252: 25-35-50-50) 
‘Freaks’ (M-G). Weak at $5,500. 
Last week ‘Plumber’ (M-G) $8,300, 
oke. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,865; 25- 
35-50) ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 
Good at $8,300. Last week ‘Tomor- 
row’ (Par), $5,200, not sufficient. 











Monday 


Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 35- 
50) ‘Million:ire’ (Fox) and F-M 
unit. At $9,009 only average, Last 


week ‘Menace’ (Col), $7,700. 

Brown (2,100; 20-30-40) ‘Peach o’ 
Reno’ (Radio). Will do $6,460, good. 
Last week, four days, ‘Ruling Voice’ 
(FN) $3,900. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100: 15- 
25-40) ‘Nice Women’ (U). Near 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Silent Witness’ 
(Fox) $4,100. 





—— 


Washington’s birthday is expected 
to make the second week of Lent 
less vulnerable to a box-office drop, 
but business is not cheery because 
the income tax is not far away. Ar- 
riving on a Monday, the holiday 
provides the second successive 
three day week-end for the film 
houses, but only ‘Shanghai Express’ 
seems able to take advantage of the 
situation. 

Business indications are about nor- 


mal at best in most cases. Ther 
may be some exceptions, up or 
down, though not many. 

The best performer is the Diet- 


rich ‘Express’ which, on its first 
eight days at the Rialto, will be 
around $58,000, possibly $60,000. 


Picture started off with a midweek 
bang giving the Rialto its first 
semblance of popularity in weeks. 

Meanwhile, George Arliss is do- 
ing well at the Warner at $2 in 
‘Man Who Played God.’ A $22,500 
first week was welcome. ‘Hatchet 
Man,’ at the Winter Garden, is dis- 
playing strength at $23,000 on its 
current (third) week. Same week 
for ‘Arrowsmith,’ at the Rivoli, will 
get around $28,000, also okay. 

While it would appear the runs 
ar? more in the gravy than usual, 
the deluxers are again swimming in 
disturbed seas. Roxy, Capitol and 
Paramount, street’s leaders on cap- 
pacity and house averages, won't 
get far above latter figures if reach- 
ing them. 

Roxy may edge to $60,000 with 
‘She Wanted a Millionaire,’ but 
will have to struggle to do it. Capi- 
tol looks like not more than a fair 
$52,000 on ‘Lovers Courageous,’ 
while the Paramount will be around 


$55,000. House is exhibiting ‘Nice 
Woman’ with Ted Lewis on the 
stage. 


Mayfair is hopping once more to 
a nice $27,000 with the ladies pour- 
ing in for ‘Lady With a Past,’ the 
Connie Bennett draw asserting it- 
self. Strand shows signs of only 
about $20,000, but Broadway is not 
a strong supporter of Joe Brown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (9th week). If ‘Tarzan’ (M- 
G), last candidate for here at $2, 
isn‘t dated soon, it may be ‘Divers’ 
will be forced until ‘Grand Hotel’ 
(M-G) is available. 

Capitol (5,500; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Lov- 
ers Courageous’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Probabilities are just fair; 
‘Street Singer’ of radio, on stage, 
but nothing special at around $50,- 
000. Last week, record of ‘Emma’ 
(M-G) $52,500. 

Criterion (996; $1-$1.50) ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) (5th week). Dropped 
way off and slated to bow out yes- 
terday (Monday). 


Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85) ‘Nice 
Women’ (U) and stage show. This 
outside booking, plus Ted Lewis on 
stage, indicates merely a fair $55,- 
000. Last week ‘Wayward’ (Par) 
aud Guy Lombardo on rostrum, an 
agreeable $67,100. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) ‘Shang- 
hai Express’ (Par). Ina full gallop 
for a juicy $58,000 en its first eight 
days; chances of even hurdling that 
figure; first money-maker house 
has had in long time, Final six 
days of ‘Greeks’ (UA) poor on $14,- 
000; five weeks figured by house for 
the Dietrich film. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65 - 85 - $1) 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe). Con- 
stance Bennett drawing women for 
nice $27,000, perhaps more. Pre- 
v’ us week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) $20,- 
9C-, weak, 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ (UA) (3rd week). Con- 
tinues to maintain hold; probable 
$28,000 for third week, the second 
$35,000, very good. May stay two 
more weeks with ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
to svcceed. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) ‘Million- 
aire’ (Fox) and stage show. Maybe 
$60,000 and not so strong; more 
possible but not probable. ‘Busi- 
nets and Pleasure’ (Fox) last week 
gO $55,400, again showing Will 
Rogers can’t draw at big house un- 
less film is exceptional. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) ‘Fire- 
man’ (FN). Around mediocre $20,- 
000; may better a bit. Last week 
$11,500 very poor with ‘Helis House’ 
(Ziedman-Capitol). 

Warners (1,100; $1-$2) ‘Man Who 
Played Ged’ (WB) (2d week). Sweet 
pace of $22,500 on first week. 

Winter Garden (1,418: 35-65-85- 
$1) ‘Hatchet Man’ (I°-N) )3rd week). 
Supporting itself nicely at $23,000 
for third week. Second week pretty 
o ~ $32,300. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75) 
‘Sein Sheidungsgrund’ (Ufa). Ane 
ticipated $2,200 will be about aver- 


age, Last week. second of ’Meine 
Frau, Die Hockstaplerin’ (Ufa), 
$1,800, poor. House going dark, 
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AT $19,000 AS 
PITT SOBS 
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Pittsburgh, Feb. 


Everything off all along the line 
this week, and bad dose of gloom 
prevalent. 

Only thing that stands a chance 
of making a half-way decent show- 
ing is ‘Man Who Played God’ at 
Warner. Arliss film got off to a 
heavy ballyhoo premiere Thursday 
nite. with broadcasting from the/| 
lobby and invited guest-list from 
the social register, and critics were | 
more than kind. Started a bit 
slowly Friday, but picked up for 
nite trade and Caturday showed 


Indications point 
is to 


signs of building. 
to $14,000 and present plan 
hold it for a fortnight. 
‘Freaks’ will prove one of the big- 
gest disappointments in some time 
at the Penn. Widely heralded side- 
show picture came in on great 
splurge of institut‘onal advertising, 
but simply won't go with mob. No- 
tices pretty indifferent and Joe 
Cook on stage hasn’t been around 
here for so long that they’ve forgot- 
ten him. Not more than $19,000 
looked for, pretty bad at this site. 
‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ at the 
Stanley, will do better, but not by 
n.uch. No stage names to back it 
up, and although Chatterton film 
was kindly received by the cricks, 
she has much to atone for locally. 
Estimates for This Week 
Davis—(WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
60) ‘Reckless Age’ (Par). Plugging 
Buddy Rogers heavy due to his si- 
multaneous appearance in ‘Hot- 
Cha’ at Nixon block away, but even 
that won't help; under $3,000 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Woman From 
Monte Carlo’ (FN) about $3,300. 
Fulton—(Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50) ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox). Nameless cast won't help; 
farce doesn’t indicate more than 
weak $5,500 at best. Last week 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) fair at $6,100. 
Harris—(WB) (1,800; 10-15-25- 
35-40) ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) and 
‘Cannon Ball Express’ (Sono-Art). 
Diamond street grind, usually pretty 
dependable for average gross; off 
this week, too; wili be lucky to get 
$3,000, not so forte. Last week 
‘Speckled Band’ (British) ang ‘Air 
Eagles’ (Darmour) about $3,400. 
Penn—(Loew-UA) (3,300; 35-60- 
75) ‘Freaks’ (M-G; and Joe Cook on 
stage. Little appeal indicated” with 
bad $19,000 in sight; that’s low here 
for some-time; Cook hasn’t ap- 
peared locally since ‘Vanities’ of 
1924. Last week ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
bettered $28,000, nice. 
Stanley—(WB) (3,600; 25-35-60) 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and stage show. 
Site celebrating fourth anniversary; 
no stage names and looks just a 
fair $22,500. Last week ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (WB) about $23,500. 
Warner—(WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
“Man Who Playei God’ (WB). 
Started slowly, but picking up, 
shows signs of building into nice 
$14,000; will stay two weeks at 
least. Last week ‘Men in Her Life’ 
(Col) only five days, brief session 
accounting for poor $5,200. 


“TEAM’-‘CHAN’ $11,500, 
WITH MONT’L BIZ OFF 


Montreal, Feb. 

Lent has not had the effect on 
film attendance as expected. Busi- 
ness, however, remains off. 

Legit house comes in again after 
two weeks’ darkness on an experi- 
ment with English vaude at $2 top. 
Nabes have had surprisingly good 
grosses lately. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50-$2). 
Legit. English vaudeville atempt 
this week. House has been dark. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G). Robert Mont- 
gomery sure to draw and may hold 
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French Versions 


Of German Subject 





Paris, Feb. 15. 


tion of the German film, 


the Perchoir, and a French film 
adaptation of same production in 
their Palace to follow ‘Her Man.’ 

Palace is specializing in sensa- 
tional films. 








| NEWARK SUMS PLEASE; 


PROCTOR’S LAPS $23,000 


Newark, Feb. 
Looks as if Proctor’s would lead 
with the Four Mills Brothers this 
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week to 23,000. Branford and 
Loew’s with George Arliss on the 
screen and Conrad Nagel in per- 


son, respectively, will come in sec- 
ond. 
This is based on the assumption 


that the Mills boys show up regu- 
larly. They missed the opening 
show and killed the turnover. 


Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
Man Who Played God’ (WB) and 
F-M unit. Ought to break through 
to $16,000 despite weak opening. 
Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) fair at 
$14,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘Jekyll’ (Par) and ‘Three Wise 
Girls’ (Col). Nice bill and Proctor’s 
turnaway ought to mean over $5,- 
000 here. Last week ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ (Fox) and ‘Private Lives’ 
(M-G) good at $5,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50) ‘Das 
Alte Lied’ (Lola Kreutzberg). 
Should reach good $1,500. Last week 
‘Der Ungetreue Ekkehart’ (Tobis) 
weak at less than $1,000. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50) ‘West 
of Broadway’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Conrad Nagel in person expected to 
make up for weak film; should do 
well enough with over $17,000. Last 
week ‘The Champ’ (M-G) very big, 
$24,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and 
vaude. Good vaude can hardly pull 
this above $15,000. Last week Weber 
and Fields on stage and ‘Wayward’ 
(Par) a poor $13,800. 
Proctor (RKO) (2,300: 
60) ‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Mills Brothers due to 
pull gross over $23,000, great. Last 
week good vaude helped ‘Girl of 
Rio’ (Radio) to fine $20,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 
25) ‘Dance Team’ (Fox) with 
cret Menace’ (Cardinal) and ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) with ‘Sporting 
Chance’ (Peerless) on split. Should 
do fairly with $4,500. Last week 
‘Taxi’ (WB) and ‘Discarded Lov- 
ers’ (Tower) with ‘Union Depot’ 
(FN) and ‘Law of the Sea’ (First 
Div), $4,300. 


Caballero Joins Skouras 
And Takes Swing Around 


Charles A. Caballero has left Fox 
theatres to act in a general execu- 
tive capacity at the New York home 
office of the Skouras Bros. He will 
be under George Skouras, in charge 
of eastern operation, while Spyros 
and Charles are touring Coast ter- 
ritory. 

Caballero returned Saturday (20) 
from a tour of the upstate Fox- 
Schine group. He was assistant 
gm. of theatres for Fox under 
Harry Arthur. 


‘ 


25-40-50- 


15- 
‘Se- 











Syracuse, Feb. 22. 
Skouras Bros., through the Cen- 
tral New York Theatres Corp., op- 
erating company, are seeking to 
radically reduce expenses in the 30- 





around $16,500. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G), a very good $17,500 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox), and ‘Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox). House geting big matinee 
biz, but fading nights; will be about 
$11,000. Nicely last week on ‘Ben 
Hur’ (M-G) at $11,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) and vaude. William 
Powell big locally and with acts 
should gross $14,000. Last week 
*‘Under 18’ (WB), $14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (British) and 
*Chance of Night Time’ (British). 
In nature of tryout, but may hit 
the bell at $9,000. Last week ‘Girl 
of Rio’ (Radio) and ‘Fanny Foley’ 
(Radio) fair at $7,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) ‘Left 
Over Ladies’ (Tiff) and ‘Branded 
Men’ (Tiff). Usual $3,000. Last 
week ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and ‘Is 
There Justice’ (WW), around $2,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50) ‘A Nous La Liberte’ (French). 
May get $2,000. Last week ‘Le 
Chanteur Inconnu’ (French), sec- 
ond week, $1,250. 


odd Fox houses up-state recently 
taken over. This explains’ the 
visits here of both Charles Cabel- 
lero and Don Jacox. 

Jacox is giving his attention to 
film rentals and percentages, Ca- 
bellero to theatre overhead, includ- 
ing personnel. 





Miiwaukee, Feb. 22. 

Spyros and Charles Skouras, on a 
brief inspection tour of the newly 
acquired Fox-Midwesco theatres in 
Milwaukee and Wisconsin, prom- 
ised that no change in personnel 
would take place. 

Fourteen local houses and the 
Wisconson Roof ballroom are in- 
cluded in the switch. Harold Fitz- 
gerald is head of the Wisconsin 
division. 

James Coston, Warner division 
manager at Chicago, denied that 
the Skouras brother: were nego- 
tiating for the Milwaukee and Wis- 
consin Warner chain. 





Censor-Delayed 


Censor difficulties are holding up 
the simultaneous exhibition by Du- 
frenne & Varna of a stage adapta- 
‘Girls in 
Uniform’ in their little legit stand, 


BALTIMORE LETS DOWN; 
‘GREEKS’ $20,000, FAIR 


Baltimore, Feb. 22. 

Sunday film question was passed 
to the people last week when the 
Mayor signed the referendum ordi- 
nance. This means the matter will 
come to a vote at the primary elec- 
tion in May. But that won’t settle 
the matter. The opponents are pre- 
paring to fight it through the 
courts. 

Film biz is now feeling Lent. The 
Century with ‘Greeks’ should lead 
this week, but hardly by a fancy 
margin. ‘Freaks, at the Stanley and 
heavily advertised, may get a sur- 
prise dravy. 

Last week ‘Arrowsmith’ was okay 
but Keith’s with ‘False Madonna’ 
and Schumann-Heink on stage was 
well below expectations and ‘Lov- 
ers Courageous’ was floppo at the 





Parkway. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) ‘Greeks’ 


(UA) (3,200; 25-60). Title hardly a 
screen lure; Jame: Hall on stage a 
draw, however; maybe $20,000. 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) last week, nose 
dived to $18,000. ¢ 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Cran- 
dall) ‘Freaks’ (3,600; 25-60). Doesn't 
look so strong; maybe $19,000. ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ (UA) despite bookish 
name, drew well last week, getting 
satisfactory $21,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) ‘“Tomorrow’ 
(Par) (1,200; 25-35). Failed to draw 
at Stanley and doesn’t look so hot 
at this roof stand; a fair $2,800. 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) last week, 
$2,900. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par) (1,000; 25-35). Will get some 
class trade u» here but hardly big 
money; $4,000. ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G) last week disappointing at 
$3,800. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) and vaude (2,500; 
25-50). Radio act on stage over- 
shadows picture; expects about 
$20,000. big. Last week ‘False Ma- 
donna’ (Par) way off with Schu- 
mann-Heink on stage; short of 
$13,000. 

New (Mechanic) ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Rog- 
ers doesn’t panic at this house; pos- 
sibly $7,000. Last week ‘Our Chil- 
dren’ (Radio) just $6,500. 

Hip (Rappaport) ‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe) and vaude (2,500; 25- 
50). Should do good average biz of 
about $13,000. ‘Woman of Experi- 
ence’ last week to good $14,000. 
Rivoli (Rome) ‘Feathered Serpent’ 
(1,800; 25-40). Should get fair 
enough $4,000. ‘Private Scandal’ last 
week $3,500. 


U TRIES READYING 
ALL SCRIPTS EARLY 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Universal is Hning up its entire 
story echedule for the year now, 
before turning a camera on the new 
lineup of films. This is a departure 
from the usual method of prepping 
stories as needed. 

List of features is almost com- 
pleted, with David Werner, east- 
ern story head, gone after a month 
spent working on the program here. 
Werner left Saturday (20). Ap- 
proximately 26 set, with 14 west- 
erns and cheapies added. 

To get the yarns ready in ad- 
vance, U has the largest scenario 
staff in its history, with 43 plot- 
weavers and dialog writers at work. 

New additions to the staff are 
William McGrath, formerly at Fox, 
Ward Wing and Charles Vidor, last 
at Metro, Gilbert Embery, Lester 
Cohen, Ernest Rovere and Darian 
Mansfield. 


NO COLOR, BUT DARK 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Essaness has given up trying to 
put the Michigan over in the col- 
ored belt. House closed last week, 
with understanding the move was 
made to scare the landlord into re- 
ducing the rent. Some time ago the 
Regal, B. & K. owned, in the same 
neighborhood, attempted the same 
threat. 

Michigan has been an in-and- 
outer for some time. When it folded, 
the house was straight pictures, but 
prior to that tried all colored stage 
shows that didn’t click. 


IN JAIL, AWARDED $3,000 
1 Paris, Feb. 15. 

Lady Edmee Owen, widow of an 
English knight, a former French ac- 
tress, and currently serving five- 
year term in jail for shooting the 
wife of her doctor, won a $3,000 
suit against motion picture pro- 
ducer Dante. Latter obtained this 
amount from her several years ago 
to star her in a picture titled ‘The 
Double Mistake,’ which told of her 
cwn misadventures. 

Picture was made, but not ac- 
cording to contract, and a refund 
claim has only now been settled. 























Picture Possibilities 








ris). 


entertainment of the mystery type. 


‘COLLISION’ (Comedy, Lewis E. 
Too slight a story for full-length 


‘THERE’S ALWAYS JULIET’ 


‘WHEN THE 


one not for film usage. 


with the broadcasting cycle by the 


‘Trick for Trick’ — 
“"TRICK FOR TRICK’ (Mystery Melodrama, Robert V. Newman, Har« 


‘There’s Always Juliet’—Favorable 


Light comedy should make pleasant enough release. 
thorship and first shown in London. 


in flattering to radio and radio crooners particulary. 


Favorable 


The magician’s art fused with the metaphysical provide a first-rate 








Ibee, 
‘Collision’ —Unfavorable 
Gensler, Gaiety). 
picture. I bee. 
(Comedy, Gilbert Miller, Empire), 


Of British au<« 
Rights possibly sold there. Ibee, 





‘When the Bough Breaks’—Unfavorable 
BOUGH BREAKS’ 
selfish mother, resembling ‘Wayward’ 
but plot tragedy, coupled with previous coverage, appear to make 


(Arthur 
(Par). 


Lubin; 48th). Story of 
Play has its worthiness, 
this 





‘Wild Waves’—Dubious 
‘WILD WAVES’ (Comedy—Doran, 
Although Paramount is said to have financed this legit entry, and ig 
holding the screen rights, it will require considerable continuity bolster. 
ing to make it acceptable for the screen. Par optioned this one in line 


Ray & Hews—Times §&q.). 


other studios. Its basic premise igs 


Abel. 





FRISCO SNAPPY WITH 
ORPH UP TO $16,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

While the Warfield is getting most 
of the gravy this week, rest of the 
street is doing well, too. Change of 
policy at the Orph, with a dime 
tacked on to the admish, has Duke 
Ellington's band on stage, the first 
of a series of name attractions. 
Warners, with Chic Sale in ‘The 
Expert,’ clicking moderately, a re- 
vival of an old Walter Winchell 
short, ‘Bard of Broadway,’ helping 
considerably through publicity. 
Two holdovers, Garbo in ‘Mata 
Hari’ deucing it at the Paramount, 
and ‘Arrowsmith’ in its third stanza 
at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 35-65), “‘I'wo Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) and stage show. 
Betty Compson in person helping 
for fair $31,000. Last week ‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G) $31,500. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-60), 





‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Weaver Bros. a draw and a fair 
$12,600; house is doing five less 


shows a week than previously and 


admish is five cents lower. Last 
week $13,000 on ‘Unexpected 
Father.’ 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60), 


‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Duke Ellington band getting 
the credit for a good $16,000. Last 
week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) so bad with 
$5,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50-), 
‘Mata Hari’: (M-G) (2d week). 
Holding up $13,500. First week 
around $28,000. 
United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (3d week). Last 
stanza taking $8,000, okay. Deuce 
week saw $12,000 in the safe. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 30-60), 
‘Plumber’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Around $24,700 looks a_ cinch; 
Hermie King’s initial week as m.c. 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ drew a good 
— after being moved over from 

‘ox. 

Warners (1,365; 35-50-60), ‘Ex- 
pert’ (WB). Chic Sale a fair $8,500. 


BOSTON FAIR WITH 
MAN’ AFTER $35,000 


Boston, Feb. 22, 

With most houses running mid- 
night shows, grosses this week 
ought to be alright. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380;50-75) ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WE) and stage 
show. Arliss good draw, ought to 
better $35,000, all right. Last week 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par) good at $34,000. 








Keith's (4,000; 35-50-65) ‘Lady 
With Past’ (Pathe). Bennett name 
good for $22,000. Last week 


o_o Flo’ (Pathe) weak at $13,- 
Keith-Boston (4,000:35-50) ‘Law 
and Order’ (U) and vaude. Around 
$17,500, fair. Last week ‘Ladies of 
Jury’ (Radio) a nice $19,400. 
Scollay (Publix) (Vaudfilm) ‘Man 
I Killed’ (Par) and girl show. Due 


for about $12,000. Last week 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) fair at $10,000. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60) ‘Hat- 
chet Man’ (FN). Robinson name 
for $10,000. Last week ‘Man I 
Killed’ (Par), second week, good 
$8,000. 


Uptown (2,000; 35-50-60) ‘Hatchet 
Man.’ About $9,000 for this com- 


panion house. Last week ‘Man I 
Killed’ (Par), second week, fair 
$7,000. 

State (4,000; 25-35-60) ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G). Hard telling but not over 
$20,000 likely. Last week ‘Greeks’ 





(UA) fair at $19,000. 


SOVIET OUTPUT 
SECOND ONLY 
TO U. 8. 


ee 


Moscow, Feb. 4. 

Officials announced that throughe- 
out the Soviet Union in 1931 film 
companies produced 250 six-reel 
pictures. More than 100 these 
were so-called ‘educational’ flilms, 
and the rest ‘art’ productions. By 
educational they mean travel films, 
and others without a story basis. 
Dramas are put under the art class- 
ification. 

Plans for 1932, it is indicated at 
the same time, are more ambitious, 
The Soviet film industry expects in 
the near future to take a place sec< 
ond only to the United States. 

By the end of last year there 
were 23,000 film houses, mostly 
small ones in peasant districts, in 
the country—more, it is said here, 
than in all the rest of Europe put 
together. 


Tank Censors Kill Off 
Main St. Mob Trade and 
Shops Balk on Taxes 


London, Feb. 11. 

The obscure hamlet of Beckene- 
ham, which is just outside London, 
found itself on the front pages 
when its quaint town council de- 
cided to censor films. 

After enjoying themselves for a@ 
time the self-appointed scissors 
men found they were getting local 
opposition. 

Now, as a result of giving the 
films they ban so much publicity, 
locals are going to the neighboring 
town and seeing the scissored stuff 
for themselves, 

Consequence is half the trades- 
people in the main street swear 
their takings are down 50%, that 
they can’t live, etc., and are refus- 
ing to pay local rates. 


ol 











Exhibitors Become Wise 
To Building Trades Cuts 


Chicago, Feb, 22. 

Until tipped off many exhibs 
didn’t know that the recent 20% 
cut instituted by the Chicago Build- 
ing Trades affected theatres, as it 
also included painters and electri- 
cians. 

Building trades thing threw a lot 
of showmen off the track, figuring 
that labor body mostly as brick- 





layers, sheet-metal and_ boiler 
workers. Theatres are hep now, and 
taking that 20% off. 
WB’S French 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Further ideas for version pro- 
duction at Warner Bros.-First Nae 
tional have two pictures lined up 
for possible French dialoging. 

Either ‘High Pressure’ with Ane 
dre Luguet, or ‘The Living Strong- 
box,’ with Douglas Fairbanks, Jre 
will be picked for French produc- 





tion. 
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| Talking Shorts 





STREET SINGER 
‘Russian Lullaby’ 
Song-cartoon 

10 Mins. 

New York, N. Y. 

‘ Paramount 

Largely because of the presence 
and lure of Tracy, this is one of the 
best Max Fleischer song-cartoons 
to date. Song is an Irving Berlin 
onc-timer. 

Starts with a flash of Tracy play- 
ing his own accompaniment and 
singing the chorus, into a cartoon 
for a few minutes of nonsense, then 
the Tracy voice, plus words, syllable 
by syllable, on the screen, with 
some more cartoonery for a finish. 
Nicely handle? throughout with at 
least two hearty laughs in the pen 
matter. 

Some question whether it’s smart 
using nine-year-old songs for these 
items. Kauf, 


‘STUDIO MURDER MYSTERY’ 
S. S. Van Dine Series 
19 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1332 

More melodrama than mystery 
and not nearly as strong on enter- 
tainment value as most in this ser- 
jes. Production poorly managed, 
with scenes cluttered up with peo- 
ple and no real punch anywhere. 
Just passes for moderately impor- 
tant spots. 

Short is laid in a picture studio 
where a stabbing scene actually 
happens, with heroine killed. After 
considerable of the usual routine 
questioning and investigation, not 
very dexterous detection establishes 
guilt and the detectives shoot the 
murderer as he's trying to escape. 

Donald Meek, John Hamilton, 
Robert Middlemass, Thelma Tipson 
and others in the cast, with Meek 
less effective because of poor story 
situations and dialog than he ordi- 
narily is. Char. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 

Novelty 

8 Mins. 

Transiux, New York 
Columbia 

All the regular reels passed up 
the Wampas baby stars this year, 
so ‘Screen Snapshots’ is working 
them in its latest issue. 

Sidelights during the filming of 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ just now 
strike the Hollywood reel as news. 
Return to Hollywood of Gloria 
Swanson and Clifton Webb follow 
up a stock clip of the incoming 
choochoo. 

More doings at Malibu beach and 
& premiere at the Chinese complete. 





Waly. 
‘JAPAN IN CHERRY BLOSSOM 
TIME’ 
Travelog 
7 Mins. 


Strand, N. Y. 
Metro 

Engrossing travelog taking in the 
scenic beauty of Tokio, Yokohama 
and other points in Japan. Minor 
footage is a little dull, but there’s 
considerable that’s a credit to the 
photographer. 

James A. FitzPatrick’s smooth 
accompanying lecture, as_ usual, 
builds up into poetical impressive- 
ness the scenes his camera has 
looked upon. FitzPatrick has a par- 
ticularly agreeable voice and an 
aptitude for choosing his words fit- 
tingly. Char, 


‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 
Curiosities 
10 Mins. 
Translux, New York 
Universal 

Steel and glass eater in Nevada 
is most unusual in this line-up. Ar- 
madillo farm in Texas and female 
rattlesnake apprehender in Arizona 
who uses the skins for everything 
from boots to dresses. Rich Indian 
and custom of an Indian tribe 
whereby the mother-in-law is for- 
bidden by tribal rite from looking 
at her son-in-law are included. 

Waly. 





‘EGYPTIA MELODIES’ 

Cartoon 

8 Mins. 

Sth Ave. Playhouse, N. Y,. 
Columbia 

One of Walt Disney’s ‘Silly Sym- 
Phonies’ and just fair filler matter. 
Nice penmanship, as usual in this 
Series, is outstanding. 

Starts out as though it’s going to 
be original, with an Egyptian back- 
Sround, and one of the sphinxes 
suddenly opens a door. Spider 
crawls in and down corridors, with 
then the usual ghost and mummy 


stuff. 
Kauf. 





TOM and JERRY 
Jungle Jam’ 
Cartoon; 6 Mins. 
Stanley, N. Y. 
Radio Pictures 

Lot of new pen gags in this one 
which is far better than average in 
light’ entertainment. 

The two boys get stranded among 


cannibals. They tie alligators 
tongues, slip under razors, dance 
and—finally seek the aid of the 
navy, Waly. 





LAUREL and HARDY 
‘Zwei Bangels’ (‘Brats’) 
20 Mins. 
79th St. 
Metro 
One place where there is no for- 
eign language headache is in come- 


dies and comedy shorts. Pigeon 
French or pigeon German (as in 
this case) in a comedy is acceptable 


to audiences who rebel against ac- 
cents in straight pictures, no mat- 
ter how slight. It almost makes the 
comedies funnier, 

Laurel and Hardy in this one are 
very funny. 30th speak German 
with very heavy American accents 
and for almost constant laughs. It’s 
the one in which the team is shown 
as being parents of a junior set of 
Laurel and Hardv kids who start 
all sorts of headaches. 

Especially in view of the shortage 
of German shorts to fill out pro- 
grams with German talkers, this 
one ought to prove very welcome in 
foreign houses on this: side. 

Kauf. 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWOUKTH 
‘Naggers at the Opera’ 
Comedy 
7 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1311 

Far below the standard set by the 
Norworths in previous shorts in the 
‘Naggers’ Series. 

Norworths are involved in one of 
their usual arguments with neigh- 
bors listening in. After a poor gag 
on paying $10 to first one calling the 
other a name, the two start for the 
opera in their car and get stalled 
in the mud. An old moth ball gag 
is followed by Mrs. Norworth try- 
ing to push the car, getting bespat- 
tered with mud, which isn’t so new, 
either. No scene at the opera ex- 
cepting quick arrival and as quick 
departure, running naggery keep- 
ing short alive. 

Falling out of their car which 
accidentally had been parked on one 
of those service station gadgets that 
raises ’em in the air suffices for the 
finish. 

Very difficult to find many good 
laughs. Alf Goulding directed. 

Char. 


‘SYMPHONY MURDER’ 

Mystery Sketch 

20 Mins. 

New York, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 1317-18 

One of the Dr. Crabtree series of 
mysteries and quite nice. Not too 
original in subject matter, but 
maybe that’s too much to ask ina 
two-reeler, 

Mystifying murder is committed 
when a musician in the big sym- 
phony is shot suddenly during some 
crescendo music with no one seem- 
ingly the possible killer. Dr. Crab- 
tree, the criminologist, steps in and 
patly solves the mystery. Maybe 
just a bit too patly, is the trouble. 

Donald Meek in the Crabiree role 
is excellent, with the other parts 
capably handled. Okay filler for 
any type house. Kauf. 


LAUREL and HARDY 
‘One Good Turn’ 
20 Mins. 
Capitol, New York 
Metro 

Usual dead-pan L. & H. stuff, this 
time with a breakaway flivver for 
some of the business and a wood- 
chopping bit for the suspense. 

Title evolves from the kind old 
lady who gives the bums, Laurel 
and Hardy, « handout. They over- 
hear a hokum melodramatic se- 
quence, which is mellerette re- 
hearsal for the community chest, 
but literally interpreting it the 
vagabonds endeavor to promote that 
$100 they overheard was necessary 
to lift the mortgage. 

Their nonsense finally takes them 
into a fadeout after a couple of reels 
of.mild mirth. Abel. 


GEHEIMNIS DEF. EISCHALE 
(‘Secrets of the Egg-Shell’) 
Educational 
10 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y: 

Ufa 

What goes on inside an egg as 
birds and snakes are being hatched 
From an educational standpoint ex- 
ceptionally good, with nice photog- 
raphy helping. 

Subject matter is told in the 
form of a student being asked 
questions for an examination with 
his answers photographed. Must 
have been a sort of X-ray process 
used in the photography of the sub- 
ject matter with that part _unex- 
plained but impressive. Kauf. 


WRONG CREDITS 

Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
‘Variety gave the wrong 
credits on Artclass’ (states rights) 

feature, ‘Cavalier of the West.’ 
John T. McCarthy directed and 
co-authored the story with Harry 
Crist, Frank Kesson did the camera 
work and the cast included Harry 





Carey, Kane tichmond, George 
Hayes, Ted Adams and Maston 
Williams. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 
Good program picture bolstered 
by the Dietrich name. Excellent 
camera work, for action, over- 
comes really hoke melodrama 
story. A minimum of dialog, 
however, but that not very 
good. Timeliness implied in 
title. It will help. 

‘Lady With a Past’ (Pathe). 
Satisfactory woman’s picture 
which should do nicely for 
business. Light themed comedy 
gaining most of its momentum 
from Ben Lyon as Constance 
Bennett offers a gown display. 

‘Nice Women’ (Universal). 
Sidney Fox in an unreal role 
that even Sidney Fox can’t 
make interesting. Jumbled 
story of romantic intent but 
no romance. Story for men to 
yawn over and women to scoff 
at which spells inferior prod- 
uct for any spot. 

‘She Wanted a Millionaire’ 
(Fox). Joan Bennett and 
Spencer Tracy featured. Heavy 
melodramatic twist toward 
finish wet blankets’ earlier 
chances for good light pro- 
grammer classification. De- 
velops into a sordid talker that 
won't do. 

‘Lovers Courageous’ 
A lightweight 
Starrer. Drearily talky and 
artificially verbose despite 
Lonsdale story treatment. Will 
need all that star can lend for 
mild b.o, pull. 

‘Fireman, Save My Child’ 
(FN). One of the best, if not 
the best, Joe E. Brown picture 
to date, with Brown nigh per- 
fect in a surefire comedy story. 
Ought to turn in best Brown 
grosses wherever played. Suits 
any type audience or fan from 
kids up to the aged. 

‘File 113’ (Allied). Modern- 
ized version of an old French 
detective classic in which a 
lack of sustained suspense 
makes for only casual interest. 
Offers an important sounding 
cast, but they do not get much 
chance. 

‘Die Grosse Liebe’ (Allianz). 
Mediocre Austrian drama with 
some musical comedy inter- 
polations. Poor b.o, bet even 
in strictly German nabes, 





(M-G). 
Montgomery 
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SHANGHAI EXPRESS 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
Marlene Dietrich and features Clive Brook. 
Directed by Josef Von Sternberg. Based 
on story by Harry Hervey; adaptation, 
Jules Furthman;: photography, Lee Garmes. 
At Rialto, N. Y., for grind run Feb, 17. 
Running time, & mins. 

Shanghai Lily.....+.+e++seMarlene Dietrich 
Capt Donald Harvey..........Clive Brook 
Hue Fel. ccccccccecdegesc Meee, May Wong 
Henry Chang....cccesseeses. warner Oland 
Sam Salt..... occccccccces eugene Pallette 
Rev. Carmichael..eeese.-... Lawrence Grant 
Mrs. Haggerty..+..+--.Louise Closser Hale 
Eric Baum.....+++..Gustav von Seyffertitz 
Col. Lenard..ccoesceseeesss Emile Chautard 





Good program material wrenched 
from a commonplace story by 
camera work, Its other assets are 
the Dietrich name and the timeli- 
ness of the title in view of the Sino- 
Japanese situation, 

Von Sternberg, the director, has 
made this effort interesting through 
a definite command of the lens. As 
to plot structure and dialog 
‘Shanghai Express’ runs much too 


close to old meller and serial themes 
to command real attention. Hence, 





the finished product is an example 
of what can be done with a per- 
sonality and photographic face such 
as Miss Dietrich possesses and the 
ways to circumvent a trashy story. 


It is not a film which will help 
Miss Dietrich to any extent. Indeed, 
film-goers seeing the German girl 
for the first time will be disap- 
pointed in view of what other fans 
have probably told them. However, 
‘Express’ shouldn't do her any harm 
either, It therefore sums as Miss 
Dietrich being on a treadmill until 
her next comes along. This was 
her last under her first Paramount 
contract, since renewed for three 
more, 

As the director 
principal characters they are, 


has seen the two 
per- 


haps, the two most ‘unemotional 
|lovers of the screen since sound. 
/And when Clive Brook wants to 
register boredom it consummates 


quite a void. Those who care to will 
classify this feature as another off- 
shoot of ‘Grand Hotel,’ this time on 
wheels. The studios so far have 
adapted the idea to a boat and r. r. 
depot. At least, it seems as if Von 
Sternberg had tried to break the 
script down to this tangent. Photo- 
graphically he’s successful, 

It relates how the heroine became 
China’s most famed white prosti- 
tute, who meets her former English 
The 
man has become a medical officer in 
the British army. With a revolu- 
tion going on, Warner Oland turns 
out to be the rebel leader, has the 


|train held up and in looking for a 


hostage, to guarantee the return of 
his chief lieutenant captured by the 


| Chinese forces, he picks Brook. And 


to save Brook’s eyes being burned 
his head, Shanghai Lily 
promises to become mistress of the 
revolutionist, leading to further 
misunderstandings between the cen- 


itral pair after matters have almost 


despite the wo- 
It climaxes on the 
by Brook after a 
(Anna May Wong) 


been patched up 
man’s notoriety. 
rescue of Lily 
Chinese woman 


lhas revengefully daggered Oland to 


death. Whence the train completes 
its interrupted journey to Shanghai. 

For counter interest there is Eu- 
gene Pallette as an American gam- 
bler among the passengers, Louise 
Closser Hale as a prim boarding 


| housekeeper, Gustav von Seyffertitz 
| doing 


a ‘dope smuggling invalid, 
Lawrence Grant as a fanatical mis- 
sionary, and Emile Chautard as a 
disgraced French officer wearing his 
uniform without authority, 
Direction is such as to sift these 
characters in and out of the story 
to relieve its monotony while Lee 
Garmes, at the camera, has obtained 
some fine exterior composition re- 
volving about the train. Miss Die- 
trich has also been well photo- 
graphed with the producers evident- 
ly having taken to heart the general 
kidding about the Dietrich limbs so 
that the star is completely covered 
from neck to toe on this occasion. 


It can’t be said that either Miss / 


Dietrich or Brook gives an especially 
good performance. Certainly the 
British actor is unusually wooden 
in this effort, and possibly so di- 
rected, while Miss Dietrich’s assign- 
ment is so void of movement as to 
force her to mild but consistent eye 
rolling, a trick and okay for gaining 
attention. 

Von Sternberg pushes his train 
in and out of stations and finally 
through what appears to’ be the 
Syracuse, N. Y., of the east. The 
big engine, mogul type, puffs its 
way directly throngh a village and 
halts until a cow has finished nurs- 
ing its calf on the tracks. The at- 
mosphere packed in behind inside 
and around this train keeps the pic- 
ture above water. Interest settles 
there on the glamorous Miss Die- 
trich who here never develops the 
punch audiences may expect, but 
neither does the story. 

Cast performances are uniformly 
good outside the main pair, and the 
latters’ marquee value will over- 
come what shortcomings may be 
adjudged, at least once. Sid. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 


Grouping of variegated characters on a de 


luxe route from Peking to Shanghai offers romantic entertainment for 


the ladies. 


Feminine attention, piqued by the timeliness of Oriental 


background, is sustained by melodramatic suspense convincingly woven 


into love interest. 


‘She Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox). 


Misleading title and an incredible 


story progressing in absurdity will attract only the most fervent of Joan 
Bennett's none too sizable following. 


‘Nice Women’ (VU). 





Conflict of true love versus a wealthy marriage. 


Presented without the moralizing viewpoint fanettes expect of a film 


that deals with one of their favorite screen problems. 


Fundamental in- 


terest deadened by dull dialog, a non-box office cast, and development 
that can’t decide which character rates the leading role. 


—- — 


‘Lady With a Past’ (RKO-Pathe). 


For all its excellent directicn, civi- 


lized dialog and admirably sustained sophisticated mood, this Constance 


Bennett picture will not gross as much as its predecessors. 
casual, it lacks necessary elemental 
man getting the girl, from the audience point of view. 


Its story is 
with the wrong 
Smart stuff for 


hoke, and it ends 


the flaps, but it takes solid American beliefs too lightly to align the 
matrons and hinterland ladies in smashing boxoffice numbers, 


‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G-M). Too placid and uneventful a romance to 


take such a long time to tell about it. 
to lean upon, which without production help is just en 


average programmer. 


ymery personality 
sugh to make an 


Only the Montg 


LADY WITH A PAST, 


RKO-Pathe reléase of Charles Rogers 
production, Stars Constance Bennett. Fea= 
tures Ben Lyon and David Manners. Die 
rected by E. H. Griffith from novel by 
Harriet Henry. Screenplay, Horace Jacke 
son; photography, Hal Mohr; film editor, 
Charles Craft; sound, D. A. Cutler. At the 
Mayfair, N. Y., week Feb.-19. Running 
time, 79 mins. 

Menice Muir......esee+ee..Constance Bennett 


Guy BeVGOG. coccticces eseaceheses Ben Lyon 
Donnie Wainwright........David Manners 
The Argentine......esee...+5..-Don Alvarado 
I a ee eee evcccctdasoceecsmeere Contl 
Ann Duryead...cocceessss++-Merna Kennedy 
NOFA. voces eccccccece »».--Blanche Frederic} 

Light and satisfying material for 
the women. It’s box office journey 
should be happy, although the trip 
may not be exciting. A particularly 


good matinee film helped by Connie 
Bennett's femme draw. 


‘Lady with a Past’ doesn’t reveal 
what might be expected from the 
title. The background Miss Bennet 
acquires is strictly fictitious and in- 
stigated by an American lad in 
Paris whom she hires to break her 
wall-flower record. The boy hap- 
pens to be Ben Lyon, whom she 
discovers to be married when she 


arrives back home, and though the 
audience may be disappointed she 
weds David Manners nevertheless. 
That amounts to a double cross 
by the script, for Manners has pre- 
viously spurned the fair Constance 


as anything masculine has always 
tied her tongue. That is, until Lyon 
takes her in hand on a cash basis. 
That a French viscount ultimately 


shoots himself when she rejects his 
offer of marriage is the main step 
in her suddenly acquired social 
career, although what the press has 
failed to mention is that the noble- 
man did it because he was deeply 
in debt rather than for the sake of 
Venice (Miss Bennett). And Ven- 
ice is wealthy, which opens the way 
to some tasteful interiors and an 
array of clothes worn by the star 
so dear to the hearts of the girls 
who pay, sit there and wish. 

It’s all of light substance, Griffith 
has never permitted the script to 


take itself too seriously and Lyon 
is the main individual reason that 
it is amusing. 

Albert Conti does well by the 


titled member, while a long cast is 
mostly minor in its actual partic- 
ipation. Most audiences will find 
it hard to warm to Manners, who 
suffers on both performance and as- 
Ssignment ‘from Lyon in whose 
shadow he stands all the way: Miss 
Bennett continues to present that 
cool front and doesn’t seem as ani- 


mated as the part demands after 
the early footage. But she looks 
well and the modiste’s handiwork 


displayed will compensate her fol- 
lowers, 

Picture is not particularly active 
though the director has achieved an 
illusion of movement, and when 
Lyon enters the running the comedy 
is in good hands. It will suffice 
generally with the Bennett name as 





the lure, Sid, 
NICE WOMEN 

Universal production and release, di- 

rected by Edwin H, Knopf. Sidney Fox 


featured. From the stage play of the same 
name (produced in June, 1930) by William 
A. Grew, adaptation by Knopf. Camera- 
man Charles Stumar. Maurice Pivar, as- 
sociate producer. At tlhe Paramount, New 
York and Brooklyn, Feb. 19. Running time 
71 minutes, 


BONE GIFOAPG. coccccccsecences Sidney Fox 
WOCee SHC OPGs 04 000.066 00080060 Frances Dee 
Reem CURRENT e600 0.00:660060,04 Alan Mowbray 
BPG, GleMFE. ccccces Lucille Febster Gleason 
Bill Wells..... 686465600088 Russell Gleason 
Mr. Girard... .ccccccsessess-James Durkin 
Jackie Girard....ececseeesss Kenneth Seiling 
Dorothy Drew....cesessss++.Carmel Myers 


Mild, milk and water romance 
with comedy incidentals done in the 
Epworth League manner. Anybody 
who can get stimulation out of it all 
would be the kind of a person who 
would stay up late reading Mother 
Goose, The stage play gave to the 
Sidney Fox role a touch of semi- 
sophisticated spice that has been 
changed to a tasteless ingenue part 
and the general effect is that of a 
dull blackout after it has been 
cleaned up. Just a program pic- 
ture. Nothing but a product short- 
age explains its presence at the 
Par-Publix ace establishment. 

Picture hasn’t even a _ vigorous 
defect, but juct a jumble of cross 
purposes and tiresome’ episodes, 
lacking in sparkle and human grip 
of characterization. Fault must be 
in the story or it. treatment, for 
the cast has two arresting screen 
personalities in Miss Fox (Sylvia 
Sidney played the same part on the 


stage) and Frances Dee, the latter 
an up and coming ingenue, once 
again saddled with a blah part as 


in ‘The Reckless Age’. 

Picture is full of irritating cone- 
flicts. 3ackgrounds are half of 
wealth and elegance and half of 
sordid poverty that pretends lux- 
ury. The character of the rich 
lover says he is a self-made man 
of humble beginnings, but has all 
the social graces of a matinee idol 
and speaks pure Oxford. Most of 
the people you instinctively like 
turn out to be heels and the unsyme 
pathetic characters suddenly gene- 
erate graciousness and nobility 
when you least expect it. 

Most astonishin; things happen. 
Th> flapper heroi-+ who is wordly 
enough to outwit a hardboiled gold 
digger in one episode in the next is 





throwing herseif with girlish 


to be her father. It's hard 


enough 


| naivete into the arms of a man old 
1 
‘ 


| (Continued on page 19) 
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TAKE ANOTH 
MEDAL, Frank.. 


for putting into “After Tomorrow” the 



































same greatness that made your “Seventh 
Heaven” and “Bad Girl” pictures that the 
public can never forget. 


TAKE ANOTH 
BOW, Chariiec.. 


for coming through again after knocking 
’em over in“Delicious.” The best acting 
job you ever. did—not excepting “Seventh 
Heaven.” 


TAKE A BIG 
BOUQUET, Marian.. 


for a swell job of acting in one of the most 
dramatic young-love roles ever created. It 
puts you right up with the top-notchers. 
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MARIAN NIXON 


Released MARCH 13 
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William Pawley Nora Lane Ferdinand Munier 


Based on the stage play by John Golden and Hugh S. Stange 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Raid Continues 


That very funny Billy Dooley 
from Christie Comedies is latest 
Movieite to go Fanchon & Marco. 
And he’ll be a sailor lad just like 
in the pictures. Sailor from the 

























Swiss Navy, uniform and _ all. 
Frances Lee, also from the Christie 
Comedies, in same Idea, “Swiss 


Movements.” Compson, Lake, Dooley 
and Lee all grabbed out of the stu- 
dios in past thirty days, an F. & M. 
“raid” record. 


Valentine Stunt 

Valentine Day in Atlanta, Ga., 
was not overlooked by L. H. Keene 
and Manager Youngblood of the 
Fox Theatre, posing Jean and Sue 
Dallon, sister act with “Dream 
House” Idea back of a big “happy 
valentine.’ Shot got three columns 
in the Constitution. Same sheet 
went out to auto wash track for 
picture of elephants in F. & M.’s 
“Circus Idea” getting the daily 
bath, ’'Nother three column break. 


QW 
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Eva’s Story 


What is said to be the finest 
writeup ever given flesh performer 
in Bridgeport appeared in the Post, 
yarn on Eva Tanguay, “Stars of 
Yesterday” Idea, running depth of 
magazine page and across two col- , 
umns. Written by Eva, story dwelt 
on her stage experiences and car- 
ried cut signature at finis. Car- 
toonist Charles Katz had accom- 
panying sketch of Eva at the type- 
writer in Bridgeport Post office. 


Lyda F Returns 


Lou Holtz’s supreme vaudeville 
at Hollywood Theatre, Manhattan, 
got big hand from critics who 
especially went for Lyda Roberti, 

& M.'‘“find” back from Para- 
mount Hollywood Studios to rejoin 
Holtz. From Hollywood to Holly- 
wood, as t’were. Big floral piece 
to Lyda at opening bore name of 
Lucille Page, who broke into Amer- 
ican show biz with her in same F. 
& M. Idea. Two mighty successful 
“grads.” 


F. & M.’s added flash peps up 
your profits 








Make Grade 


Chicago American-Balaban and 
Katz World’s Fair Contest winners 
are undergoing their stage train- 
ing well at the F. & M. main 
studios, Hollywood. Three of ’em, 
Lucille and LaVerne, dancers, and 
Carlyle Bennett,’ singer, coming 
along so well that Producer Gae 
Foster will use them as the nucleus 
of specialty talent in “Chicago 
World’s Fair” Idea, to open March 
2nd at Loew’s State Theatre, Los 
Angeles. 


Every day more 






acts are wising up 
to the fact that 42 
weeks of playing 








More Winners 


F. & M. Coast studio certainly 
getting its share of contest win- 
ners to make finished troupers out 
of. Right on heels of Chicago ar- 
rivals came Hershel Stuart’s New 
England winners, Madeline Schmid 
of Bridgeport, Conn., and Edna 
Errico of New Haven. Kids were 
met by Fanchon and go imto re- 
hearsal for as yet untitled unit this 
week. 





time keeps the 









Announcements 


Larry Ceballos’ next for Fan- 
chon and Marco will be “Shadows” 
Idea. Probable that Brox Sisters 
will headlinee F. & M.’s “Veils” 
Idea previously scheduled to open 
in St. Louis, will be presented for 
first time at Loew’s State, Los An- 
geles. Time about middle of March. 
Pall Mall, black face singing star, 
only member of cast signed so far, 
Bayes and Specht, comedy bur- 
lesque, added to “Chicago World’s 
Fair” Idea. 


“ouch” out of 






“grouch bag.” 








Marshmallow Fiend 


Great chance for tieups with 
marshmallow stores when “Gobs of 
Joy in Bermuda” hits the route. 
Particularly if they will supply 
Young Lee, new F. & M. find, with 
marshmallows for his unique 
clowning act. Lee broke his own 
record at Los Angeles opening by 
annihilating forty-two of the mushy 
marshmallows at one show. Local 
tieup dealer ran out of stock be- 
fore week ended. 


F. & M. Conscious 

Goast Will Hays office gathering 
data on great F. & M. national ac- 
tivities. Amazed at scope of this ! 
show institution which is indelible ! 
part of de luxe picture house op- 
eration. Paint Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation interested in forthcoming 
“Clean Up” Idea, because they are 
plugging clean - up - and - paint-up 
campaigns all over country. Gen- 
eral Motors branch offices sending 
theatre parties to welcome F. & ge 
M.'s Bob Hall in “Stage Door” Idea hn 
wherever he plays. 
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Fight Swedish 1,900 


P.C. Tax Jump 


On Imports; Censor Bans Increase 








> 


Stockholm, Feb. 11. 

The new film tariff, which is 
galled temporary only, went into ef- 
fect immediately, and will probably 
last for a year. The duty on films 
used to be 21 cents per kilogram 
at the normal rate of exchange, or 
16 cents at the present rate. The 
new duty is $4.24 at the normal! rate, 
equivalent to $3.06 at the present 
rate of exchange, all per kilogram. 

The Film Renters’ Association in 
Stockholm, consisting of five Amer- 
ican members and one Swedish 
member, are endeavoring to take 
gome joint action against the tariff. 
Most likely the renters will endeavor 
to charge additional cost to the ex- 
hibitors, except in cases where con- 
tracts have already been entered 
jnto preventing such additional 
eharge. ; 

Swedish Importations 

The footage of films examined by 
the Swedish censors during 1931 
amounted to 14,118,186 feet, divided 
as follows: 


Feet. 
American pictures.... 7,069,076 
Swedish pictures.....e 3,530,602 
All other pictures..e. 3,518,508 


Total ceo ee 14,118,186 
The corresponding figures for 1930 
wore: 


Feet. 
American pictures..e5. 6,841,880 
Swedish pictures..seee 2,816,871 
All other pictures.... 3,183,843 


Total eeoaeceeeeueoeee 12,842,594 


The total footage of American 
pictures increased with 227,196 feet. 
(Continued on Page 44) 


Believe Metro 
Nearer Production 


Abroad—Execs Sail 


Belief in New York foreign film 
circles is that Metro will inaugurate 
production in France within a 
month or two. While such a move 
by Metro has been suspected for 
s0me months, it was made stronger 
during the week by announcement 
that Arthur Loew sails for Paris 
this Friday (26). 

Loew atill claims Metro has no 
intention of doing any production 
on the other side. He now admits, 
however, for the first time that 
‘economics may make such a move 
advisable in the future.’ This re- 
fers to the quota law on dubbed 
films passed in France a week ago. 

Metro, several weeks ago, made 
@n offer to Paramount to take over 
the Paramount studios in Joinville 
Over there. That was at a time 
when Paramount was supposedly 
discussing advisability of closing 
down abroad, since rescinded. 

J. H. Seidelman, Paramount’s 
foreign chief, sailed last Friday 
(19), but Robert Kane, head of the 
Joinville plant, who was also to 
leave on the same boat, has been 
delayed in Florida by a cold. He 
will not embark until Wednesday 
(24) on the Berengaria. 


WE-RCA FAVOR LICENSE 
RATE CUTS FOR EUROPE 


London, Feb. 22. 

Harry Marsterson, Western Elec- 
tric financial mamtager, sailed for 
New York Thursday (18). 

He had attended the recent patent 
conferences in Paris, which agreed 
to a European license rate cut, sub- 
Ject to approval in New York. Un- 
derstood that Marsterson, on ar- 
rival in New York, will tell his com- 
Pany that such a cut is absolutely 
imperative in Europe under pres- 
ent conditions, despite the fact that 
it may endanger price rates in the 
United States. . 

RCA’s men, who also attended 
the secret meet, are understood to 

equally convinced. 


Hakim Calls One Off 


rw London, Feb. 22. 
. Eric Hakim, local Metro produc- 
lon unit, has abandoned work on 














MOVIETONE EXPANSION 


Ben Miggins Extending Fox News- 
reel Coverage Abroad 
European chief for 
Fox Movietone, left for Paris Fri- 
day (19) after a four week stay 
in New York. Conference with Tru- 
man Talley concerned further Fox 
expansion abroad. 


Miggins took back with him six 
new portable Ford truck equip- 
ments to be added to the two now 
in service over there. 


FRENCH QUOTA 
EMBARGO IS 
DOUBTED 


Paris, Feb. 

It will be several months prob- 
ably before the government and 
picture commission have gotten to- 
gether on the proper ratio for the 
quota against dubbed product 
passed last week. Meantime pic- 
ture folk here are wondering just 
what will come and expecting the 
worst. 

Understanding is that the censor 
has been unofficially instructed to 
delay all imported films until such 
time as the ratio and ruling be- 
coming definite. 








3en Miggzins, 








22. 





Foreign film channels in New 
York are inclined to doubt that 
anything so nearly resembling an 
embargo as the move mentioned in 
above cable is possible. None of 
the foreign film offices have heard 
of even such an intention, although 
admitting that should such a move 
have been inaugurated it would of 
necessity be secretly handled. 

All foreign film execs on this 
side are closely watching France 
at this time in order to be pro- 
tected when and if the blow defi- 
nitely falls. 

If, as is suspected, the quota dub- 
bing bill, when framed, will favor 
dubbed product shot in French 
territory, it is considered quite 
likely that there will be a consist- 
ent move of American film folk into 
France. 

Meantime all the major compa- 
nies are believed to have enough 
product on hand, and past the cen- 
sor board in France to hold out for 
a couple months even if there 
should be a scret embargo against 
them, 


NEW FILM CENSORSHIP 
SET UP IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Feb. 22. 

Federal Government has abolished 
the Censorship Appeal Board here. 
Brigadier General Mackay is now 
the sole appeal censor, with two men 
and one woman appointed as ordi- 
nary censors. 

Under the new set-up distributors 
are allowed to view pictures and 
modify them to meet whatever re- 
quirements are laid down by the 
censors. An appeal to General 
Mackay becomes possible if dis- 
agreement with the censor’s judg- 
ment arises. 


Retakes for Brit. Film 
Following Exhibition 


London, Feb. 22. 
‘Nine ’Till Six,’ newest Associated 
talker, flopped badly at a downtown 
tryout. Possibility it will be taken 
back for some re-shooting. 
Associated is Radio's local pro- 
duction unit. 


, 
Chev’s Three French 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Paramount pleased with Maurice 
Chevalier’s French version of ‘One 
Hour With You,’ and has decided to 














‘Diamond Whoopee,’ an original in- 
tended for Adolphe Menjou. | 

Piece was written by Viscount} 
Castlerosse, noted local gossip and 
Journalist. ; | 


make the next three Chevalier pic- 
tures into French versions. 

‘Love Me Tonight’ 
duction shortly with 


moulian directing. 


Arlen Remake 


London, Feb. 22. 

Paramount's next British produc- 
tion will be Michael Arlen’s ‘Man 
of the World,’ done a year ago in 
Holly wood. William Powell and 
Carole Lombard were starred in the 
Hollywood version. 

Film will be given a different 
locale and cast over here, but at- 
tempt will be made to sell it to the 
world market nevertheless. 


UNION CIRCUIT 
NOW DOING OK 


ed 


Sydney, Feb. 22 

Greater Union Theatres, Ltd., un- 
der the new set-up, has managed to 
round the corner and is now out of 
the banker’s control. Company got 
into trouble some months back, re- 
organized with Stuart Doyle as 
head, and evidently has overridden 
its difficulties. 

Doyle is sending his attorney, R. 
W. T. Mackay, to America immed- 
iately to right the company’s mat- 
ters with distributors and to estab- 
lish new trading conditions. 


FOREIGN AUTHORS’ 
PLAGIARISM SUIT 


Paris, Feb. 22, 
Rudolph Lothar, German play- 
wright, has started suit against 
Paramount here charging that the 














scenario of ‘Tu Seras Duchesse’ 
(‘You Will Be a Duchess’), for 
which Paramount paid Yves 


Mirande $8,000 was lifted from one 
of his plays. Picture is currently 
showing at the Paramount here. 
Lothar charges that he had sub- 
mitted 


French disposal and his claim is 
substantiated by Robert Mackieff, 
agent. Mirande, in denying the 


charge, claims he wrote it first and 
then submitted it to Lothar for Ger- 
man disposal, 


Lothar asked the court to seize 
the film and interrupt the Para- 
mount run, with the court creat- 
ing a precedent by turning down 
the request. Court figured Para- 
mount was a responsible organiza- 
tion and ruled the showing could 
continue until such date as a de- 
cision is reached. 





Brit. Trade Board Again 
Halts Delta Film Series 


London, Feb. 22. 

Board of Trade has refused a 
quota certificate for a series of in- 
terest films produced by Delta Pic- 
tures, small indie concern, 

This is the second time in two 
months that a Delta series has been 
turned down by the Board, 





Paris Wire Confab 


Paris, Feb. 22. 

Week beginning Feb. 29, Western 
Electric holds in Paris a European 
sales conference. Hatfield and 
Clifford Smith of London will at- 
tend, as will all continental man- 
agers. 

Main problems are development 
in North Africa, which is now prov- 
ing the most fertile field in a year 
which is otherwise one of replace- 
ments, 


—" 


Heaving a Wrench 


Paris, Feb. 22. 
Report that Metro, Fox and 
Warners would combine with Ufa 
in an association to produce in 
Yugo-Slavia is denied by Laudy 
Lawrence, special foreign rep for 
Metro. 
teport is seen as a probable 
Yugo-Slavian attempt to disrupt 
the unanimity of American action 
in fighting the Balkan film quota. 


RUBIO-MARTINEZ PLAY 











| Metro 


| 
| 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Jose Lopez Rubio brought here b; 
two years ago te direct 
Spanish talkers, left Hollywood last 
week to return to Spain. 
Rubio and Martinez Sierra will 


goes into pro-| produce a play, ‘Tal Para Qual’ in 
Rouben Ma-| Madrid. 


Men collaborated on it 


while Sierra was here for Fox. 


the play to Mirande for. 





rust Trial Calls 


Defense in Can. T 


No Witnesses: Decision March 7 
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STUDIO FORECLOSED Toronto, Feb. 22. 
béducnnane Although over three weeks had 
After Blattner Co. Shows $200,000) been taken in the hearing of 30 


Net Profit for ’31 
London, Feb. 22. 
Wilfred Dawson, head of Bentley, 


large provincial stock brokers, has 
served a mortgage foreclosure writ 
on Blattner’s. Understood Blat- 
tner studios liability to Dawson 
totals about $175,000. 

Only a week ago Blattner Picture 
Co. announced $200,000 net profit 
for the past year. 


MORE CLOSINGS 
CONFIRM UFA 
RETREAT 


Ufa closes its Cosmopolitan; New 
York, March 4. House has been run 
by Ufa on a percentage rental basis 
since June. Closing it down means 
cessation of the German company's 
theatre activities on this side. 

Wilhelm Meydam, Ufa’s foreign 
chief, here to straighten out the 
company’s affairs in the U. S., is 
still working on a program for con- 
tinued = distribution activity in 
America, 

Several deals are being considered 
for some American company to 
either take over all Ufa product for 
America, or pay Ufa a get sum for 
the New York territory, allowing 
the Germans to continue distribu- 
tion in the rest of the country with- 
out fear of a cash loss. 


NATAN’S CHARITY PIC 
FOR FRENCH EQUITY 


Paris, Feb. 22. 

Though benefit performances for 
charity are frequent, making a film 
for charity purposes is a new move 
inaugurated by T. Natan. This he will 
produce for the benefit of the Union 
des Artistes (local Equity), and the 
trade press relief fund. Natan is 
supplying production material, in- 
cluding film, studios, etc., and all 
services of contributors are given 
free. 

Yves Mirande, specially lent by 
Paramount, will write the scenario, 
and the cast, directors, et al, will 
contribute gratis. 


‘Jekyll’ -‘Emma’-‘Sooky’ 
Strong in London’s W. E. 


London, Feb. 22. 

West End cinemas’ weekend trade 
was satisfactory with the out- 
standers ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) 
at the Carlton, ‘Emma’ (Metro) at 
the Empire, and a double bill at 
the Plaza, ‘Lord Babs’ (Gains- 
borough) and ‘Sooky’ (Par). 

‘Emma’ opened mildly but its 
weekend spurt makes a holdover 
certain. 

Carlton is doing exceptionally 
well with ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hydeé 
First week’s take was about $135,- 
180, splendid. 

Picture is being held over. 


Film Authored by Cleric 
Ruled as Offensive 


London, Feb. 
British censor has ordered three 
big scenes cut from ‘Ria Rago,’ 
Catholic propaganda talker, cur- 
rently showing at the Polytechnic. 
Censor opined the film would of- 
fend Catholics everywhere. Script 
was written by a leading Jesuit. 
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TEXAS’ SPANISH FILM 
San Antonio, Feb. 22, 

First all-Spanish talker produced 
in Texas was tried at a midnight 
preview by the Publix-Aztec here. 
Film is ‘Amor Y Vida’ (‘Love and 
Life’) and was made near here with 
native talent. 


Promoted as indie venture for re- 
lease as special among the bordel! 
towns heavy on Mexicar 9] 
tion 


prosecuting witnesses the film probe 
trial here ended with unlooked for 
drama when defense cousel intim- 
ated they would call no witnesses to 
| testify in the indictment proceed- 
| ings ieveled at most of the major 
| film-producing companies and dis- 
| tributors. They stood trial on two 
charges of restraint of trade under 
the criminal code and a third charge 
under the combines investigations 
act. Presiding Judge Garrow will 
pass judgment March 7. 

High lights of the trial included 
reputed stench bomb raids, alleged 
intimidation of indie operators, 
charges of ‘malicious and fraudu- 
lent competition,’ the censoring of 
chain bookings, ‘clandestine and 
tricky methods’ and the asserted 
threatening of independent builders 
of new theatres. 

Assertion that F. P. Can. and its 
affiliates not only controlled the 
supply of films to indie exhibs ta 
the detriment of the latter but, 
through this control of the largest 
theatre group in Canada, forced the 
public to pay the highest possible 
prices, or wait an unreasonable 
length of time to see films, fea- 

(Continued on page 36) 


British Gaumont Unit 
Showing 1931 Profit, 
Declares 4% Dividend 


London, Feb. 22. 

Denman Street Trust, Ltd., one 
of the concerns in the Gaumont 
British Corp, structure, and orig- 
inally organized for financing thee 
atre building, announced a profit of 
$175,000 for last year. Trust is 
capitalized at $3,500,000, with al- 
most $3,000,000 of stock outstand- 
ing. 

A 4% dividend has been declared 
on all stock while $87,500 has been 
brought forward for the current 
year’s cash working capital as 
against the $50,000 or so last year. 

Investment at cost is set down at 
$3,000,000 after allowing for depre- 
ciation, which valuation is probabiy 
in excess of the actual market value 
at the close of the year. 


CO. OF 20 BIP PLAYERS 
NOW SHOOTING IN EGYPT 


Alexandria, Feb. 22, 

Twenty Pritish International pice 
ture actors arrived here Wednesday 
(17) to take some desert exteriors 
for ‘Fires of Fate.’ Shots will be 
taken in Luxor, Haifa and all along 
the Nile. Egyptian and Sudan gov- 
ernments, as well as the Royal Air 
Force, are co-operating with the 
picture makers for the shooting of 
a skirmish between Bedouins and a 
Camel Corps. 

Among the actors here for the 
BIP picture are Dorothy Bartlan, 
Kathleen Oregan, Hubert Harden, 
Arthur Chesnay and Jack Raine, 


Free Bus Rides to Lure 
Teuton Trade to B’way 


Free bus service from the heart 
of the German colony in Yorkville 
to the Europa theatre on West 55th 
street, has been inaugurated, in an 
attempt by the Broadway house to 





j 
| 














attract business that ordinarily 
would go to one of the three Ger- 
man nabe theatres in that section, 

If stunt works, theatre is going to 
experiment with placing buses in 
several other German sections of 
the city. 

. . 
Decentralizing? 


Moscow, Feb. 1, 

Soyuzkino, largest film trust in 
the Soviet Union, is being split up 
into a number of independent trusts 
to make more economical work and 
closer control possible. 

This is in line with a similar pol- 
icy throughout Soviet industry of 
dividing unwieldy organizations into 
smaller units. 





SAM BERGER BACK ~° 
Sam Berger, special rep of 
Metro's foreign department, is back 
New York after a six-month soe 


| in 
| 
rn in 


| j Mexico, where he reorgane- 
ized the Metro sales dept, 
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This clever Window Card 
is typical of the seat-sell- 
ing paper First National 
has provided for this 
great comedy. 





DICKIEMOOR: 
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oyal that—it's Box-Office!” f 


vation 


at Hollywood, Los Angeles, 
$6,000 over Par First Week— 
Held over 2nd Week! 


“Easily his funniest.”’—1. A. Examiner 
“Shrieks and roars... Fine, furious fun.” 
“Hilarious.”’ —1. A. Daily News —L. A. Record 
“Big laugh fest.”—L. A. Herald-Express 







A panic with rn the flames and a riot with . 












BY ACTUAL COUNT, THE SIXTH 
MONEY HIT IN A ROW FROM J he 


There's fire in 
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his heart—and water on his brain. 


WARNER: BROS. 
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NICE WOMEN 


(Continued from page 13) 


to adapt yourself to these cha- 
meleon people—and it’s a little ex- 
hausting at times. 

These things are perhaps trivial 
flaws, the main defect being that 
the whole business is dull and tire- 


some. Production is charmingly 
done as to settings, backgrounds 
and accessories. They always are. 
But the story doesn’t register, de- 
spite some suave playing by Miss 
Fox. This young actress has a 
trick of sincerity that makes the 


most of any opportunity, but here 
one finds it quite impossible to man- 
ufacture an illusion of reality in the 
half smart, half dumbbell role. 


Alan Mowbray is the self-made 
millionaire suitor and he plays it 
as Clive Brook would play a Lon- 
don clubman. He plays it so thor- 
oughly that you feel the ingenue is 
a little fool to throw him over for 
the colorless young juvenile (Rus- 
sell Gleason) and that doesn't seem 
to be the point the author or the 
director was shooting at. Lucille 
Webster Gleason has the assign- 
ment of a poor but scheming mother 
determined to marry her daughter 
to a bankroll and she extracts prac- 
tically no humor from the role, 
which, it need scarcely be said, is 
not the habit of the Gleason family. 
James Durkin as a timid and hen- 
pecked father completes a monoto- 
nous collection of characters doing 


commonplace things through 71 
minutes of unreeling, which sums 


up the release. 

Photography is excellent and so 
are the backgrounds, starting with 
an idyllic setting for the young- 
sters’ romance at the opening, and 
continuing through the _ picture, 
which has well thought out interiors 
‘and fine pictorial effect. Rush. 





She Wanted a Millionaire 


Fox production and release. Joan Ben- 
nett and Spencer Tracy featured. Directed 
by John G. Blystone. Adapted by Sonya 


Levien from story by Wiiliam Anthony 
McGuire. Dialog director, William Collier, 
Sr. John Seitz, photog. At the Roxy, New 


74 


York, week of Feb. 1% Running time, 
mins. 

Jane Miller... .ccccescccecess.J0an Bennett 
William Kelley....sceesss---Spencer Tracy 
Mary Taylor...ccccesccceesssss Una Merkel 


Roger Norton......eee.-.-James Kirkwood 
Mrs. Miller....cecccecee++-Dorothy Peterson 
Mr. Miller....cc-cceeeses- Douglas Cosgrove 
Humphrey .Donald Dillaway 
Charlie .. Tetsu Komai 
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In keeping with the title, this 
starts off like a pleasant little prob- 
lem play with enough ,comedy re- 
lief to take the curse off the situa- 
tions. But it unfortunately under- 
goes a sudden transformation into 
the lurid melodrama class, losing 
all the sprightliness it possessed up 
ahead. The story slugs itself right 
on the chin and at the finish is still 
on the floor. Result is a talker 
yarn that has nothing for the bet- 
ter keys and will have to struggle 
for its returns everywhere. 

William Anthony McGuire gets 
credit for the story, and Sonya 
Levien for the adaptation. One or 
both was wrong, unless the script 
went through the office chopper 
after they handed it in. It doesn’t 
run or sound like a McGuire con- 
coction, unless this writer just had 
an off-day. Sometimes the tale 
seems to closely follow the Nixon- 
Nirdlinger tragedy, with all the ele- 
mental points present. Perhaps the 
fault was in not sticking close 
enough to that probable inspiration. 

A departure helps the wife retain 
her amateur standing, since the 
killing of the husband in France is 
done by a looney servant, although 
the wife has a gun in her hand at 
the time. It happens a few feet 
after the cruel and somewhat slug- 
nutty millionaire husband is foiled 
in his attempt to throw the uncon- 
scious form of his wife into a cage 
full of hungry dogs. 

The mutts look like great danes, 
although the master calls them 
Baskervilles. Sounds as though the 
Script dept. took Conan Doyle too 
seriously. 

Connie’s little sister, Joan, is up 
against too tough a writing propo- 
sition to make her part sit up and 
talk, along with the rest of the cast. 
When she’s a bathing beauty con- 


testant amidst a flock of other 
beauts in Atlantic City, her baby 
face and cute but not sufficiently 


flashy physique draw heavily on the 
imagination. Her winning of the 
‘Miss Universe’ crown is partly ex- 
Plained by the influence the mil- 
lionaire wields in her behalf; but it 
isn't clearly shown how she got into 
the finals in the first place, even 
though only ‘Miss Missouri.’ 

But that flaw could easily be 
overlooked by any audience if later 
developments only were stronger. 
The insanely jealous millionaire 
husband stuff drags things out ter- 
ribly in a totally implausible fash- 
10n, and long before reaching the 
end of its 74 minutes the picture 
sets down to a slow crawl. The 
husband smacks an Oriental butler 
In the face when he attempts to 
help the wife off with her coat. He 
has dictaphones in her room. 
other devices for checking up on 
her are a peephole in the door, used 
when she’s taking a music lesson, 
and a sliding panel in her boudoir, 
Which comes in handy as a sneak 
entrance when she refuses to open 
the door. 

Spencer Tracy, as the home-town 
Sweetheart, rises from an engine 


Among |} 








pilot to assistant to the president of 
the railroad in a year or so, but even 
that’s believable compared to the 
jealous husband routine. The only 
impression that can possibly be 
drawn by an audience from the lat- 
ter are that the husband is plain 
nuts or smokes opium. <And he's 
never shown with a pipe. 

Tracy does what he can, which 
isn’t much, due to conditions, and 
so does Una Merkel. Latter is mak- 
ing the most of the comedy parts to 


which she’s been switched lately. 

This time she’s a newspaper woman | 
with every other line a gag about |! 
getting a man, |” 


Production end good, with all in- | 


teriors rich looking an the bathing 
beauty contest well staged. 
was treated to appear to be as much 
on the level as possible, which prob- 
ably is the A. C. squarer for the use 
of the name. Bige. 





Lovers Courageous 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re 
lease. Stars Robert Montgomery. Freder- 
ick Lonsdale story directed by Robert Z. 
Leonard. Photograrhy, William Daniels; 
film editor, Margaret Booth. At the Capi- 


tol, N. Y., week Feb. 19. Running time, 
77 mins. 

WIE Scena esaddad «+++-Robert Montgomery 
Mary TTT tT rrr re Madge Evans 
SOIC occcssc Coccesoceceses Roland Young 
Admiral eoccccescccecs Frederick Kerr 
ST savccnsenn debe oes eeu Reginald Owen 
Mrs. Smith ..... oeeace eocece Beryl Mercer 
Lady Playne ..... eccccocee.- evelyn Hall 
Ms SON én cadanesdecu Halliwell Hobbes 
wre OO & COM iiads dcececad Jackie Sear] 
Walter as a Child....Norman Phillips, Jr. 
Lamone ......- eeceeeceeeeseAlan Mowbray 


Poor picture in which reels seem 
to transpire before anything even 
commences to happen. When it 
does, the house knows the answer 
anyway. As soon as the premise of 
the shiftless hero, with a two pound 
actual income but with a play- 
wrighting bug is established, the 
rest is formula. The Montgomery 
name may carry it to moderate fig- 
ures, but that will be top. 

Lonsdale evidently figured he'd 
get away from the formula by a 
flock of flossy dialog, but it doesn’t 
work. 

In the picture, Willie Smith, who 
hates school and gets licked for 
cutting classes, and whose career 
as a busboy, cowpuncher and the 
like takes him to South Africa 
where he is the tobacconist’s as- 


sistant at two pounds a week, is 
shown casting epigrams and his 
personality to the breeze. Whence 


enters Madge Evans, daughter of 
the aristocratic admiral. 

Romantic motivation starts here, 
fully 1,C00 feet after young Willie 
(Jackie Searl), is shown being ad- 
ministered corporal punishment for 
cutting classes, followed by scenes 
which take him to Canada and 
finally to the South African naval 
base. 

In keeping with 1932, plot evolves 
into a male Cinderella theme and 
virtually a leap year proposal when 
Miss Evans jilts Reginald Owen 
who is wrapt up in his '’ounds and 
’orses. 

While both starve literally, fol- 
lowing their marriage, and she is 
forced to return to her aristocratic 
manse. Willie’s play finally does 
open in the West End and of course, 
it’s a hit with likelihood of running 
a year, etc. 

Through this all, struggles a cast 
comprising Roland Young, Freder- 
ick Kerr, Reginald Owen, Beryl 
Mercer and Alan Mowbray in the 
prinicpal assignments. 

‘Lovers Courageous’ will not help 
Montgomery's solo starring career 
though he has b. o. timber. In fact, 
it actually may prove a drawback. 

Production is in keeping with the 
general Anglo-Saxon tone of the 
Lonsdale motivation and while not 


costly it looks good. It’s among 
the cheapest of the high cost 
M-G's. Abel. 





LA BRABANCONNE 


(BELGIAN MADE) 
Paris, Feb. 15. 


Bravo production released in Paris by 
Alliance Generale. Made in Brusse!s, with 
sound and dialog readjusted in French sub- 
urban studios at Neuilly on the local Photo- 
tone process. Running time, 95 mins. 
Capucines, Paris, Feb. 12 





First real Belgian production. It 
is shown in Paris after having 
played one week in Brussels at the 
Queens Hall (Loew- Metro), where 
it flopped. Still worse for Paris, 
since the patriotic story of the Bel- 
gians becoming independent of the 
Dutch a century ago has a strictly 
local appeal. Production cost about 
$15,000, and if this is not amortized 
in Belgium, will be a loss. Quality 
of film is decidedly below interna- 
tional standard, and savors of pre- 
war direction, photo and continuity. 


Acting by Belgian legit actors is 
terrible, nor do they know how to 


make up for pictures. 

To emphasize the patriotic angle, 
a flag finish shows Belgian troops 
they were in the great war as 
well as the present king in overprint 
at the end of the 100-year-old story. 

Outdoors, made near Brussels, re- 
minds of pre-war westerns. Love 
story is mixed up with what is 
otherwise a historic picture. 

Of no interest whatever here, or 
anywhere else, except for patriotic 
Belgians. Maxi, 


as 
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Fireman, Save My Child 


First National production and _ release. 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Story and adap- 
tation by Robert Lord, Ray Enright and 
Arthur Cuesar. Film editor, George Marks. 


Photography by Sol Polito. Stars Joe E. 
Grown. At Strand, starting Wednesday 
night, Feb. 17. tunning time, 67 minutes 
Joe Grant..cccccccccccces. JOG EE. Brown 
ee cccccccccccccccces kevalyn Knapp 
INMO. 066406 occecccccccccecees-islilian Bond 
BtOVONS. «<cvecs oceccceccesess- George Meeker 
POM t2xsatcedeseekes eescccccee Guy Kibbee 
Mascot r St. Louis Team..George Ernest 
SY" reer ere rey Ben Hendricks, Jr. 
Mis Gallop....eees cecedoosee Virginia Sale 
Pitct eee cccccecese --Frank Shallenbach 
Dan Tob; . eeceseucs Richard Carle 


»e+--Louis Robinson 
»+ee-Curtis Benton 


ner eeeee 


Radio Announcer...-e... 


Surefire comedy material provid- 
ing Joe E. Brown with the best part 
he’s had since in pittures. Starts 
out with a laugh and ends with a 
howl], building prettily all the way. 
Hardly anything has been over- 
looked in giving big-mouthed Brown 
and the story the maximum on com- 
edy entertainment value. 

Having wide audience appeal, 
‘Fireman, Save My Child,’ can’t help 
but win new admirers for Brown, at 


the same time strengthening his 
hold on regular followers of his 
work. Should go in anywhere and 


top previous Brown business, in big 
towns as well as small. 


A better fit for Brown than the 
story turned out by three First Na- 
tional writers, who apparently col- 
laborated harmoniously, and a bet- 
ter piece of work than that by 
Brown could hardly be expected. All 
the elements of good, all-around 
wholesome fun are there. 


Kids will get as big a kick out of 
Brown’s adventures as a fireman 
turned baseball hero to make enough 
dough to perfect an extinguisher 
patent, as will the old folks, includ- 
ing the wheel-chair trade. No one 
has to appreciate baseball to get a 
kick out of what transpires in the 
67-minute stretch of celluloid. If 
having no interest in that national 
game, there’s enough laughs on the 
fire-fighting end and in Brown's 
map to compensate. 

Action opens in a small Kansas 
town where Brown is the local] fire- 
eating hero. In spare time he is 
equally as popular as a pitcher, 
something which, however, he 
doesn’t take with much seriousness, 
even after being promoted to the St. 
Louis Cards. 

Much of the humor is drawn from 
his lack of responsibility as a big 
league twirler in deference to a deep 
interest in a fire extinguisher that 
finally works. Picture sets out to 
develop Brown’s devotion to the fire 
business, and with deft strokes 
brings it out in all its comedy rich- 
ness. 

Final reel builds up into a near 
panic, with Brown losing his extin- 
guisher bombs after setting an office 
perilously on fire, and then, on 
promise of getting an honorary bat- 
talion chief’s hat for his pate, 
rushes in at the zero hour to save 
the World’s Series for his team. 

Some of the situations are pro- 
longed to their utmost without 
creaking. 

Excellent photography has figured 
in numerous scenes, mainly those on 
the ball diamond. Additionally, a 
few stock strips are ltorrowed from 
newsreel files. 

Brown has fair support, not need- 
ing more, since he’s the whole pic- 
ture. Evalyn Knapp, his small-town 
sweetheart, and Lillian Bond, who 
follows the baseball circuit, are 
neither up to average, but Guy Kib- 
bee as the baseball team manager is 
aces. har. 





FILE 113 


M. S. Hoffman production; released by 
Allied Pictures Corp.; from a story by 
F:mile Gaborieu; screen play by J. Fran- 
cis Natteford; directed by Chester M. 
Franklin; featuring Lew Cody; Wilbur 
McGaugh, asst. director; Harry Newman 
and Tom Galligan, cameras; recorded by 
L. E. Tope. Running time 53 mins. At 
the Zeacon theatre, N. Y., week of 
Feb. 19. 

M. Gaston T@ Cod..ccccceesee-- Lew Cody 
Mile. Adoree......cece-ceeeess-Mary Nolan 

Mme. Fauvel........-Clara Kimball Young 
Verdtiet...cccccccocsccccece George EB. Stone 
Prosper Botomy...e..ee...Wm. Collier, Jr. 








MAELINEG. ..ccerscccccsececreess June Clyde 
Fauvel...... eseccesoosooccmervert Bunston 
de Clameran...e. e6ecccsces sees. arc 
LAKOTSE. .ccccccece cccocosc  ewing Bacon 
Michele. .ccccccceccecsocccs naatry Cording 
Ottman..... 5000esetesecceeseeee ESR 

Very liberal adaptation of the 


well-known storv by Gaborieu, 
which does not profit by an effort 


to modernize it It might have 
seemed less old fashioned in its 
older dress. Offers an abundance 


of names, with several contributing 
excellent work, but not more than 
a good single below the top flight, 
and not always a certainty there. 
Chief handicaps are a slowness 
of development and a casual treat- 
ment of the story which does not 
rreatly interest the auditor nor 
make for suspense, most of the 
punches being mechanical. There is 


too much story in the original to 
be successfully transferred to the 
screen and an effort to snap it up 


by making the French detective ac- 
complish wonders in his eagerness 
keep a date with an actress is 
permitted to interrupt the 
thread of narrative, which has to do 
with a bank robbery complicated by 
a blackmail plot. Evidently figured 
as giving a snappy jazz-up to the 


to 


old-fashioned story, but not quite 
clicking. 

Lew Cody plays the detective 
briskly, but does not impress as a 


could 
He 


penetrate murder 
suggests rather a 


mysteries. 
prosperous 


stock broker with his thoughts 
more On women than crime detec- 
tion. Clara Kimball Young, in an 


intendedly heavy mother part, does 
not get over, and George E. 
is miscast as the comedy relief. He 
does his best, but his hands are tied. 
Mary Nolan has only one brief ap- 
pearance and a later closeup, but 
June Clyde and the younger Collier 
make } 


good to the extent of their 
opportunities and a nice bit is 
turned in by Henry Cording, who 
might not last a longer route, but 
is effective here. 


Opening is slowed down by some 


With action, once in a raid with a 


the close with a rather similar in- 
cident, neither of which thrills. 
Both are done in half light, which 


does not help any, but in general 
the photography is good, though 


there is straining for effects: shad- 
ows from offstage, figures passing 
glazed doors and similar stuff. The 
straight shot angles are much bet- 
ter. Dialogue only fair. 
good. Production adequate. 


Sally of the Subway 








Action production and release, featuring 
Jack Mulhall, with Dorothy Revier, 
Blanche Mehaffey, Huntly Gordon, Harry 
Seme'‘s, Crawford Kent, John Webb Dillon 
and Kill Kurke; directed by George B. 
Sietz, at Loew's New York theatre one 
day, Fev. 16, as half double bill. Running 


time, 58 minutes. 





Title of this Action picture is a 
misnomer, being merely the nick- 
name of a girl member of a band 
of crooks, action never hitting the 


subway. Most of it happens in two 
suites in a big hotel and in the 
business office of a large jewelry 


concern the crooks are trying to 
swindle through the use of a real 
grand duke. 


Slight thread of plot is not strong 
enough to round out the footage, 
slow development approaching stall- 
ing in its labored build-up. Less 
well cast this would have floun- 
dered, but it is saved largely through 
the interest Jack Mulhall and 
Blanche Mehaffey create for them- 
selves, which gives some substance 
to their scenes. Dorothy Revier has 
the name-part, but secondary op- 
portunity, with Huntly Gordon and 
some good crook types backing up 
the general effort. 

Though a crook story; there is 
only one fight and no gunplay, with 
Mulhall trying to beat up four hus- 
kies and losing out. test is rather 
too placid and lethargic to stir up 
excitement. 

Can single in the B houses 
will give variety to a double bill 
with a western on the other end. 
Photography good, sound satisfac- 
tory and production suggests that 
money has been spent for sets, 


DIE GROSSE LIEBE 


(‘The Great Love’) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Allianz production. Foreign-American re- 
lease on this side. Stars, Hansi Niese. 
Direction, Otto Ludwig Preminger; scenario 
Siegfred Bernfeld and Artur’ Berger; 
music, Walter Landauer; lyrics, Peter 
Herz. At the 79th St., New York, on grind, 
week Feb. 19. Running time, 85 mins. 


and 





SO BORG. 600006essnescecees Hansi Niese 
be mre eee Attila Horbiger 
Huber .....seececeeee-Ferdinand Mayerhofer 
BREED ocse0rse eoeccosvccsessess- Letty Bird 
RPP. BtCIMISCNNGP cccccctvsecioes Hans Olden 
BOGGR 6560506008808 ee .»-Adrienne Gebner 


Fritz Eckstein, reporter.......Franz Engel 





Very nice central idea here but 
about all the film has. Looks like 
what happened is that someone got 
stuck on the idea and rushed a pic- 
ture around it. Besides being long- 
winded and monotonous it is badly 
directed and handled, being pretty 
much of a bore throughout. 

Hansi Niese, an unknown on this 
side, is cast in the star role, that 
of an all-believing and all-suffer- 
ing mother. In a small secondary 
role is Betty Bird who has starred 
in a number of better pictures. 
Attila Horbiger, another unknown in 


a 


New York German circles, handles 
the male lead, With the title a 
misnomer, and having practically 
nothing to do with the picture, it 
means there isn’t a single draw 
feature, even for Teutons. 

Story has to do with a lad who 


when the war is ended, has no rela- 
tives left. He wanders about the 
world and 10 years later returns to 





main | : 








Vienna. First night in he rescues 
a girl from drowning, his picture 
is snapped and is printed in the 
following day’s papers as an un- 
known hero. 

Elderly lady whose son was 
killed in the war, sees the picture 
and thinks she recognizes her son. 
She manages to dig the lad up, 
claims him as her son and he,|} 

i knowing better, acquiesces 

r than hurt her. There's a gir] 
she knows that he falls for and 
all ends well. 


Since Germans feel pictures must 
run at least an hour and a half, 
several musical comedy scenes, sup- 


posedly for comedy relief and hav- 
ing nothing to do with the plot, 
are introduced. During these a 
couple of mediocre songs. Kauf, 


mental genius whose mere shinies | 


Young | 


atmosphere shots of Paris taken 
from the library, and there are a 
couple of efforts made to build up| 


fight on the rooftops and again near | 


Sound | 


DRAGNET PATROL 


Ralph M. Like production release@ 
through Action Pictures, Ine. Starring 
Vera Keynolds, Glenn Tryon and Marjorie 
Beebe. In ist: Vernon Dent, &. Boniface 
Walter Long, George Hayes. Directed by 
Frank Strayer. Story and adaptation by 


W. Scott Darling. 
16, on 
ning time, 


At the Stanley one day, 
double feature program. Rune 
OU minutes, 


Feb. 





Another instance of story, dialog 





and direction killing chances for an 


j}independent. The first three quan- 
| tities are pre-war art, making this 
; Strictly one of those things for the 
| daily change grinds’ second place. 

First half of the picture is just 
;}a mess of irrelevant detail. No 
ichance for a _ build-up Suddenly 
|; minds are changed; there is a lot 
|of shooting in the dark, and the 


} mistress of the ship-owner boss of 

a young man spends of the 

money on the young man. 
Thereafter 


some 


just as hurriedly sea 
folk slip into evening dress and 
fashionable apartmental suites. 
They drink and smoke and drink 
and smoke and a lot more shots 
are fired. 
Not satisfied with this display 
of prohibition fireworks the wife 


takes up a revolver just as the ship 


owner reaches for a gat and, on 
separate streets, they head for the 
same place 

Eavesdropping saves further 


shooting. The young lad goes back 
With his wife, takes the bootlegger’s 
rap and is let off by a kindly judge 
because of his service record. 
_ Picture is cheaply made, possess- 
ing none of the sea stuff as indie 
cated and confining its marine ace 
tion to the docks in the dark. 
Glenn Tryon is the young sailor, 
Vera Reynolds his wife and Mar- 
jorie Beebe the wife of another 
sailor essayed by Vernon Dent. 
Valy. 





Charlotte Lowenskold 


(SWEDISH MADE) 
(5% Talker) 


Swensk production and Scandinavian Film 
release on this side. Direction, Gustaf Moe 
lander. Scenario, Ragnar Hylten-Cavallius. 
Based on novel by same name by Dr. Selma 
Lagerloff. Musical score, Jules Sylvain. In 
cast, Birgit Sergelius, Eric Barclay, Pauline 
Brunius, Gertrude Palsson-Wettergren, Urho 
Somersalmi. At the Fifth Ave. Playhouse, 
N. Y., on grind, two weeks beginning Feb. 
19. Running time, 85 mins, 





Patchwork of silent and talker 
episodes, this film probably will get 
some money in Scandinavian areas, 
due first to the loyalty these folks 
have for their own product, and 
second to the lure of the author's 
name. Film is made from one of 
Selma Lagerloff’s novels. 

Miss Lagerloff won the Nobel 
prize for literature some years ago 
and enhanced her already consider- 
able reputation in her home coun- 
try. It also spread her name into 
America with the result this pic- 
ture might have had some local 
draw from the literati ranks had 
it been a bit more cleverly handled. 
It’s almost all silent, with a synced 
musical score and with captions in 
the native language. These cap- 
tions, since they exist, might just 
as well have been bi-lingual, there- 
by adding to its possibilities for 
American draw. 

Originally made as a silent, a few 
scenes were re-shot with dialog, 
which makes it all a bit patchy, but 
surprisingly enough, not too im- 
possible. 

Story is a rather difficult one for 
screen treatment, being a compli- 
cated yarn of sacrifice and misun- 
derstanding. 

Photography Is fine 
such as it is, okay. Acting by al- 
most the entire cast is quite all 
right with no special citations pos- 
sible. Kauf, 


Land of Wanted Men 


Monogram production and release, Write 
ten and directed by Harry Frazer, feature 
ing Bill Cody and Andy Shuford; cast: 
Gibson Gowland, Shiela Manors, Jack 
Richardson, Frank Lackteen, Jas. Marcus; 
Archie Stout, camera; Bailey and Phillips, 
sound. W-E recording. Shown as part of 


and sound, 


a double bill at Loew's New York thea- 
tre, one day, Feb. 16. Running time, © 


minutes. 





Bill Cody and his alter ego, Andy 
Shuford, in a machine made plot of 


no great depth, but ample action, 
including several battles between 
Cody and the heavy to hold up in- 
terest. This time Cody is mads 
sheriff in a cattle country into 


which the sheep have intruded, 1 
more than a suspicion that he is @ 
fugitive from justice himself, which 
supplies the element of suspense. 

The story starts promptly and 
keeps going, interrupted only by @ 
couple of clumsy efforts at comedy 


relief, including a pie throwing, 
which still gets the laughs where 





this type of picture plays. Usual 
riding finish is supplemented by a 
| high dive by Cody, with the others 
evidently using a bridge to cross 
the same water 

Cody carries things well, 
young Shuford playing a 
typed kid and Shiela Mannors 
of a slender love interest, 


with 
stereoe- 


take 


ing care 

Chief interest is in the male charace 
ters, with several well played bits 
and generally good direction gete 
ting the most out of the material 
supplied. (;00d average western 
with nothing outstanding. 


—~, 
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‘HO! HUM! LEO 
DOES IT AGAIN! 


“aE THIS CLIPPING from the Hollywood 
Reporter gives you just a faint idea of what 
the motion picture colony is talking about 


today! 
“TARZAN, THE APE MAN’ 


is being discussed at every studio, by every 
producer and director as one more “fast 
one” pulled by that M-G-M crowd! Not 
since “Trader Horn” such excitement. Wait! 
You'll see. Meanwhile, stick close to your 
pal—Leo, that good old Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer lion! 
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manager fears to book a big at- 
traction 


safe in 
performance on the chance that the 


town and the picture had its rental 
and ad 
the subscriptions 
proviso ; 
called for unless a certain sum had 
been subscribed. 
formance 3 
reservation of the main floor, Which 


coupons on which they are to write 
the names 
Democratic candidates for president 
and v.-p. 
four correctly 
will get a six-months’ season pass 
for two. 
the same term for one person, with 


who gets two names in their right 
places. 


houses are 
nabes get the 


trade. A dozen or more years ago 
Ezra Rhodes, who had a theatre 
somewhere in Ohio, used to bait his 
trap at the noon hour. Between 
12:30 and 1 o’clock any patron 


could ask for a return check good 
that evening. 
dropped in to see part of the show 
during the lunch hour, they would 
come back and see the rest in the 
evening, 
more persons with them. The others 
paid the higher night price. 


about baseball. 
Y.M.C.A., the 
Scouts, and schools and boys’ clubs 
with the idea of organizing a league 
to play from May until Sept. 
will be a conference of the various 
heads next month to lay plans, with 
everyone 
after the chat. 


Fporting goods store to allow a dis- 
count and to permit each nine to 
sell tickets on commission for the 
purpose of paying for their 
forms and equipments. 
going to hang up a cup, but the real 
appeal is that each member of the 


winning nine (not more than 12 
Players) will be given a pass good 


from Sept. 1 to Xmas. 


¢ial issue of stamps had been print- 
éd for use at Lake Placid 
the Olympie 
friend in Saranac and arranged to 
have 200 letters 
Placid the first day the special issue 
Went on sale, 


¢cial 
port of the ice and snow events and 
the reminder that the newsreel at 
the theatre would show the cream 
events of the games, 


the July 


southern manager staged a fight in | 


and fire depts were enlisted in the 
scheme with the al of the| more strongly the 
mayor, but 
the theatre until the incident is for- 
Ectten, 
were almost hysterical. N 


nette 
companied by a 
Which were printed the star's meas- 
urements instead. 
were printed on 
marks 
me bust and other measurements. 

lan was that the girls took them 


Subscription Shows 
Often happens that a small town 


he doesn’t feel 
grade 


because 
submitting a high 


The guild members canvassed the 


practically assured, 
being with the 
would not be 


overhead 


that they 
First evening per- 


offered subscribers a 


was not sold to the public until 
3: 30. Public clamored for seats 
largely because it had been told to 
wait Scheme also worked so well 
the Guild has been made permanent 
with monthly meetings to discuss 
the next booking. 
A Winter Book list 


Bookmakers can take long chances 


much in their favor. 
idea, an exhibitor is 


He is distributing to his patrons 


of the Republican and 
If any patron names all 


before April 30, he 
Three out of four will get 


three-months’ single to anyone 


Mat Samples 

cities the downtown 
complaining that the 
bulk of the night 


In many 


Idea was that if they 
and probably bring one or 


Thinking Baseball 
One manager is starting to think 
He will contact the 
Y.M.H.A., the boy 


There 


invited to see the show 


Plan is to make a deal with a 


uni- 
Manager is 


Specially Stamped 


A midwest exhib read that a spe- 


during 
sports. He had a 


mailed from Lake 


Inside was a mention of the spe- 
stamp on the envelope, a re- 


Same thing can be done during 


track meet in Los Angeles. 
Boomerangs 
Advertising ‘The Man I Killed,’ a 





top story window with the hook | 


and iadder called to rescue the vic- 
tim before murder was done. 

wagons were summoned and 
was wild excitement before a ban- | 
her was 
coming of the picture. 


Police 
there | 
advertising the 


unrolled | 


No official backfire for the police 


approval 
a lot of people are off 
because wonten 


witnesses 





Tape Measures Again 
There was a time when every An- 
Kellerman picture was ac- 
tape measure on 


yenerally these 
stiff paper with 


for the ankle, calf, knee, 





the 


run but are in good shape. 
brackets; 
thing is in proper order by April 1. 

Nothing 
slap than to be caught unprepared 
the first few warm days, which are 
felt more than 
steady hot weather inures the suf- 
ferer to the heat. 

Even with a conditioner, be ready 
to switch from heat to cold. 


Stunt weddings on 
have been, put on the local 
Union, 
tached 
in making ‘winter book’ because the | at 
odds are so 
Adapting the 
making a winter book on the politi- 
cal campaign. 


The 


Association of 
the stunt has become a gag and de- 
grading to any church-going com- 
munity. Ministers are also gunning 
newspaper 
leap-year proposal contest, with a 
free wedding for the winner. Provi- 
dence, 
about the public marriages due to a 
recent experience. 


for one 


mii, 


With a government 
hoarding, an 
advertising that there is no invest- 
ment which 
return than the admission price at 
the boxoffice. 

In another town the theatre man 
has persuaded the banks to come 
into a co-op ad, 
the only institution other than the 
banks to be given space. 
moted the 
of the space, getting his own ad- 
vertisement in lieu of commission. 
Figured it was 
to get his house in such solid com- 
pany. 


against 


Teatro Regis, 
house and Metro's 
was up 
feminine organization. protested the 
showing of 
that it 
ficials took 
time it looked as though a costly 
campaign would go for naught. 

Then the 
for a private preview for the chief 
of the Diversions 
femme kickers, 
the picture 
dorsed the film in advertisements, 
which helped it over the top. 


Built Up the Story 


For a laugh a small town man- 
ager offered to let any family into 
his theatre on an off night for 50c. 
Then 
orphan 
ing 


here, 


scoffed at 


asylum 
children. A 
boxoffice as the question was dis- 
cussed, with the manager deciding 
that it was a 
passing them in free. 

It got him half a column in the 
paper the next morning and a load 
of good will for the house. 


heralds 
Publix-UA Artists 
paid for the printing of the throw- 
on paper 
the Postal wires, and Postal had its 
messengers do the 
every loop office 
item 
punch-line, ‘come directls 
fice and take ad 
until six o'clock.’ Results very good. 


aways, 


A manager fas 
which 
presents at ine theatre, but 


| in 
given 
are required to 
{the donating merchant. 

merchant 
|giving the present and the 

keeper is more apt to repeat. 
| 


Digs Up Winchell 


Capitalizing 
in the local 
thrice weekly etherizing, 
manager 
up the two-year-old WB short with 
Winchell for his current 


gerald, 


never played 
publicity. 


had 


home and compared for their own 
measurements. 
No company has brought out such 
an accessory. for a long time. 
Theatres could have a matron do 
measuring 
virls who come closes 


tickets to the 
t to the stand- 


with 


Test the 


make sure that every- 


hits a house a harder 


later on when the 


Anti-Weddings 
Cleveland, Feb. 22. 

public stages 

taboo 


the Cleveland Ministers’ 


result of notoriety at- 

to a recent ceremony held 
food show here. 

clergymen claim 


now running a 


feels the+same way 


On Hoarding 
drive on 
exhibitor is 


will bring a quicker 


with the theatre 
Pro- 


idea and sold the rest 


worth the trouble 


Showed the Kickers 


Mexico City. 
largest first run 
show window 
against it when a 
‘Illicit’ on the ground 
marriage. Of- 
it seriously and for a 


management arranged 


Dept. and the 
They not only gave 
a clean bill, but en- 





sold the matron of the 
the idea of bring- 
parley at the 


single family, and 





Heralds by Messenger 


Chicago. 


Getting together with Postal Tele- 
graph, Eddie Solomon grabbed free 
distribution to loop offices of 50,000 
on ‘Arrowsmith,’ at the 


here. B. & K. 


which resembles 
delivering to 
building. 
herald was the 
from of- 
intage of 5v0c 


in the 


price 





Gifts for Clubs 


found a scheme 


club children are not 


go to the store of 


fact 
and not the theatre is 


store- 


San Francisco. 
on Walter Winchell 
‘Call-Bulletin’ and his 
Ed Fitz- 
of Warners, 


bill. 
Bard of Broadway,’ 
here and drew 


‘The 


dug } 





tter class 7 atrons will turn | 
better clas: of patre ards, 
out. = amauenene 

One small town booked The 
Guardsman’ for a single Gate - Watch the Fans 

contacte a woman with goo tie 2 2 ; Y 

he ontat d i. ; , sens t This is the time of year to go over 
social connections and an urge to the system if not using ; air 
“un something. Persuaded her to|/. Tae haga a a 7 
run § ri) Cauild conditioner the year around. Make 
form a ilm G . sure that the motors not only will 








Impresses | 


that the! 





‘features. 


Stage as Playground 


Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 22 
Tying the kids in more 
closely has been the aim of 
Warner's ever since it took 


over the Trenton theatre here 
Latest idea is an innovation 
of Manager Accorsini. It is 
to have p.ayground contests on 
the stage every Saturday 
morning at a special matinee. 


Shows last half an hour 
during which the youngsters 
from the city’s two dozen 


playgrounds compete in stunts, 
games and athletic contests. 
Kids have started looking for- 
ward to the shews as a stand- 


Chamberlain Chain Goes 
On Block Next Month 


Shamokin, P Feb. 22. 

Although - sale will take place 
sometime March 16 and 
March 26, the long expected fore 
closure of the theatre properties of 
berlain Amusement Ienter- 
prises, Inc., of this and other coal 
region towns, has 


between 


Cham 


been effected by 
Trust Co., Read- 
bond is- 


the Pennsylvania 
ing, trustee of a mortgage 
Theatres will continue to be op- 
|erated until then, it is expected, by 
S. L. Cribbin, of this city, who has 
| been receiver of the chain for al- 
two years. A writ of execu- 
tion was issued in the Northumber- 
|land county courts at Sunbury by 


| most 





ard feature of the house. 








Lobby Sitter 

Remembering an old stunt an ex- 
hibitor already has his lobby 
for ‘Impatient Maiden.’ 

An attractive maid will sit in his 
lobby for three days in advance 
backed by a 
going to be one of the first to see 
Lew Ayres in his new picture, It’s 
not coming until Saturday, but I 
am an ‘Impatient Maiden.’ Done 
before, but not in his town and old 
enough to be new anyway. 


Rangers Spreading 


Atlanta. 
club idea is going 
He has three 


Ted Toddy’s 
over in this section, 
launched. 

At Monroe, Ga., Toddy persuaded 
the Cherokee theatre to stage a Co- 
lumbia Jubilee Week of four Col. 
First time a theater in 
this section has gone for a ‘week’ 
in a long time. 


Tickets for Wisdom 


Playing on the title, offer tickets 
to ‘Three Wise Girls’ to the three 
girls in high school deemed the 
wisest. If the schools will not take 
it up, can be switched to any store 
or factory. 





Youngstown, O. 
Hartman theare at Columbus, one 
of the largest and oldest downtown 
houses, has been leased for 20 years 
by Harry Swartz and A, J, Cooper 
of this city. 





Uniontown, Pa., Feb. 22. 
Harry Swartz, operator of the 
Great Lakes Theatres, who recently 
leased the West End here, has taken 
a 20-year lease on the Hartman, Co- 


idea | 


ecard reading: “I am} 


former Judge Moser, of Shamokin 
known whether the 
theatres will be sold 
chain. 
Chamberlain company tried in vain 
for months to raise the money to 
forestall the foreclosure proceed- 
ings 


| It is not yet 
separately or 


as a 


Shea Quits Falls? 


Buffalo, Feb. 22. 

Shea-Publix is reported surren- 
dering the Bellevue theatre, Niagara 
Falls, to Skouras. 

If so the deal takes Shea out of 
Niagara Falls entirely-and gives 
Skouras all three first run houses 
there, including the Cataract and 
Strand, formerly Fox operated. 


BARD’S $8,114 
San Franciscv, Feb. 22. 

State Supreme Court upheld a 
Los Angeles court decision which 
awarded $8,114 to Arthur Bard, L.A. 
theatre owner. 

Gard had been in a controversy 
with his brother, Louis, over the 
division of $78,000 received in 1928 
when they sold some property. Ar- 
thur demanded half the sum but 
court awarded him only $8,114. 


| 
| 
| 





fumbus, O. He will take over the 
new house for opening May l. 

On account of the West End 
charging only a dime admission at 
all times, Paramount-Publix, which 
recently raised the admission price 
from 10 to 15 cents for children at 
their State and Penn theatres here, 
have dropped the price back to a 
dime again, 








BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Los Angeles. 

Fox Inglewood, Inglewood, closes 
Feb. 28 to reopen March 6 as a 15- 
cent grind house, dime lower than 
present scale, 

Hal Neides, former manager of 
the Egyptian, now closed, trans- 
ferred to the Belmont. Replaces 
Robert Green, no longer with Iox- 
West Coast. 





3irmingham. 
R. Sansome of Gadsden has taken 


over the Opera House at Fort 
Payne, Ala, and installed sound 
equipment, 





Onelda, N. Y. 

M. J. Kallet was reelected presi- 
dent of both Kallet Realty Co. and 
Kallet Theatres, Inc, at annual 
meeting of stockholders Feb. 18. M. 
E, Comerford of Scranton was re- 
named vice-president. Kallet chain 
operates houses here in Syracuse 
and Rome, 





Youngsville, Pa. 
Towh again has pictures, A. D. 
Gibbs of Andover, O., opening a new 
500-seater. Figures seven nights a 
week with 25% of the Sunday gat 
to local relief. 
Rockford, II! 
Clifford Rust, former mgr. of the 
RKO Palace here, now mgr. of the 
Reviera, Omaha, 





Oklahoma City. 

Columbia has appointed bk. C. 

Leeves, exploitation representative 

or Oklahoma and Texas with local 
headquarters, 





Oklahoma City. 
Midwest Operating Co. has taken 
over the Liberty at Sand Springs, 
Okla, 





Kansas City. 

Lawrence Breuinger appointed 
manager for all Fox theatres in 
Salina, Kans. Succeeds Forest Mc- 
Phail, resigned. Smith & Tacha 
have taken over the Opera House at 
Jennings, Kans. Carl Durbin has 
leased the Huckstep theatre at 
Bowling Green, Mo. 


Chicago. 
Ralph Smith, former manager of 
the Michigan theatre here for Ess- 
aness, has been switched to the 
Northeenter as assistant; Michigan 
now dark, 





Akron, O. 
Portage, neighborhood film house, 
has reopened as second run. 





Wheeling, W. Va. 
Colonial theatre has been leased 
for 10 years by S. M. Reichblum. 
Lease effective May 1. 


Charles Town, W. Va. 
Pitts’ Amusement Co. opened the 
14th house of its chain, Feb. 10, 
here, the Jefferson. 





Seattle. 
Al Baker comes from Pasadena 
(Fox), L. A., to manage Coliseum 
(Fox) succeeding Ernire Ludwig, 
who goes into stock business. Baker 
with F-WC for five years. 





Denver. 

Tom Poulous, owner of the build- 

containing the Paonia in Paonia, 
Colo., will operate the house. He 
lhas installed Mellophone sound 

R. KE. Griffith circuit has taken 
over the Palace at Portales, N. M 
ind will operate it after Feb. 27 
Present owner intended closing it 
on that date. 

Delivery of prints in parts of thi 
territory stopped by snowdrifts 
Bob Cain, Fox salesman, stalled on 
one train six days, 





Toledo. 
A. J. Meininger, former general 
iuditor of the 101 Ranch, and later 
connected with RKO, has been ap- 
| pointed manager of the Rivoli the- 
| atre here, Meininger, known as 





tlappy,’ comes from Detroit, where 
he spent 18 months. Before that he 
was on the staff of the New York 
alace. He replaces Barry Shedd. 


t 


New Orleans. 
Marian Ferara appointed manager 
of the Strand here. He formerly 
inunaged one of the Saenger Publix 
houses in Havana. 


Stockholders in the} 


'BEPLOITATION ~ + By Bho W. Soreem 


| Sunday. 














13 Atlanta Mgrs. Take 
$50 Rap, but Continue 
Fighting Blue Laws 


Atlanta, Feb. 22. 
Thirteen Atlanta theatre 


gers were fined $50 each in 


manae- 
police 
court for cracking this town’s blue 
Despite the fine, however, 
the managers say they will continue 
their Sunday charity shows and ace 
cept the fines as tax, 

Sunday show idea grew out of the 
plea by Mayor James L. Key, the 
executive who ribbed the 18th 
Amendment plenty while on a trip 
to France, that funds were needed 
for his Unemployment Relief Fund. 

With the charity front behind 
which to operate, the theatre boys 
are putting up their 
fight for Sunday shows in Atlanta. 

Theatre managers taking the $50 
rap were: A. H. Duren, Empire; G. 
W. Gaston, Madison: T. L. Ander- 
son, Tenth St.; L. S. Bach, Alpha; 
John Thompson, West End; Roy 
Youngblood, Fox; E. E. Whitaker, 
Keith's Georgia; L. Weiford, Capi- 


strongest 


iol; L. W. White, Grand; H. T. 
Kimmel, Rialto; Gc. TT... Was, 
Cameo; E. W. Hathcock, Palace; 


G. T. Bailey, Royal (colored house). 


N. 0. HOT FILM HOUSE 
SLOUGHED—3 TAKEN 


New Orleans, Feb. 22. 

Dauphine theatre raided Friday 
evening (19) with the police charg- 
ing an indecent performance. 
House has been running several 
hot films. 

Three persons arrested, Alex 
Schuman, manager; John Davidson, 
stage manager, and a girl dancer, 
whose twists and turns were con- 
sidered beyond the pale. 

Dauphine has been a 
house in 
has had 
policy. 


Eastman’s Class Variety 
Of Shows, Films, Orchestra 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

Varied entertainment and musical 
fare is planned for the Eastman 
theatre under the direct manage- 
ment of the University of Roches- 
ter and the Eastman School of Mu- 
sic, Tflouse was recently given up 
by Publix. 

Possibility of Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ to 
start off new policy. At least 50 
concerts of various kinds already 
scheduled, including Metropolitan 
grand opera, noted artists, local 
light operas and Civic Orches- 
tra. Occasional weks of picture and 
road shows now planned. 

Four men will direct the policy: 
Dr. Rush Rhees, president of the 
University; Ray Ball, president of 
the Lincoln-Alliance Bank & Trust 
Co.; Howard Hanson, director of 
the Eastman School of Music: and 
Arthur See, secretary of the school 
and the Civic Music Association. 
William Corris, Jr., former manager 
of the Lyceum, is mentioned for 
manager. 


Dual Bills Spreading 
Around Minneapolis 





burlesque 
days agone but recently 
an indeterminate picture 





Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 
Double featuring is now ¢ iring 
a foothold in tt territor:’ which 
is been free of it up to this time. 


small independent suburban 
houses in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
have gone in for the policy, and a 
few out-of-town situations are re- 
ported indulging. 

One of the first spots in the ter- 


ritory to adopt a dual policy was 
St. Croix Falls, Mnn. In s -de- 


fense, the exhibitor at Osceola, Wis., 


nearby, was forced to it. The 
Mount and Garden, St. Paul, also 
are double featuring In several 
other situations exhibitors are re- 
porte d to have declared their in‘ene- 
tion of using the policy for the 


present. 
Felter at Capital 
Joe Felter, formerly city sa'‘es- 
man at RKO-Pathe, New York, 
takes charge of sales for Capital 
Film Exchange. 
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LAUGHITE 





Why was the maiden impatient? Answer that question and you'll know 
why bookers all over the country are dating this one as fast as their pencils 
will write. — — Starring 


LEW AYRES MAE CLARKE, UNA MERKEL, JOHN 

HALLIDAY, Andy Devine, Helen Jerome 
Eddy, Ethel Griffies. Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr., from the novel by Donald 
Henderson Clarke. Presented by Carl Laemmle. Directedby JAMES WHALE. 




















" JOIN THE REST OF THE TRADE IN CELEBRATING 
- CARL LAEMMLE’S. 26th ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE! 
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Circuit Execs 
Double Up as 


Theatre Mors. 


Feb. 22, 


Newest note in theatre-operation 


Chicago, 


economy occurred locally last week 
when the owners of the Essaness 
circuit stepped out of their offices 
to double as house managers. Each 
of the three owners, Emil 
Earl Silverman and Sidney Spiegel, 
now has a theatre-manager posi- 


Stern, 


tion in addition to the regular day- 
time jobs as circuit execs. 

Besides the owner-trio, Herb 
Elisburg, publicity chief, and Her- 
man Jensen, chief of circuit main- 
tenance, each has a house to oper- 


ate after the regular day chores are 
over. 

Move eliminated the regular man- 
agers of the five circuit houses. 
Stern, in addition to his position as 
president of Essaness, is doubling 
at night as manager of the Vogut. 
Silverman has the west side Byrd; 
Spiegel is at the Embassy, Elisburg 
at the Devon, and Jensen takes care 
of the Logan. All five have haa 
previous house management experi- 
ence, 

Regular house managers have 
been told that the move is wholly 
temporary and that as soon as the 
load lightens up the circuit will re- 
vert to its former system. 





—— = - 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


““CUBAN HOLIDAY” 


a. _ 19), _ Capitol, _ New York 


Chester Hale’s 
Cuban Senoritas 


O'Hanlon: Zambuni 


DANCE CREATORS 
Smart and Sensational 
Dir. Charlie Yates 


THE 3 GOBS 


STILL WORKING 
HI-DE-HI 


Dir.: Nat Kalcheim— Wm. Morris Office 


JACK REID 
“SINGING THE BLUES” 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 
Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 








(Feb. 19) Century, Baltimore 
BOB 
with 


DICK and DOROTHY 
Dir.: Murphy & Daly 
AL and RAY 
SAMUELS 
JOHKNY HYMAN 
“Word Magician" 
Dir.: Lyons and Lyons 


DAVE TANNEN 
Koo Koo Komik 


Dir.: Meyer North—Thanks Miss Gillman 


Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“IMPRESSIONS OF 1932” 


(Feb. 19) Valencia, Jamaica 


~ WALTER DARE 
WAHL 


“The Original Fall Guy” 
With —_—* OLDFIELD 


Dir.: L yons & Lyons 


PAUL SMALL 


In Person 
Dir.: Lyons | & Lyons 


RITA 


DE-LANO 
That Mountain of Blues 


Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 


VICTOR DUNNE 


Dir.: Henry Wiese- Jenie Jacobs Agcy. 


Chester Hale’s Impression Girls 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY” 


(Fob. 19) Loew's, Jersey City 


WOHLMAN 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris 


BERINOFF and 
CHARLOT 


International Dancing Stars 
HECTOR 
AND PALS 
“Let That Air: Airdale Out” 


MULROY, McNEECE 
& RIDGE 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office 























A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FROLICS OF 1932” 


__ (Feb. ¢ 19) Palace, Washington 


STEVE FREDA an 
_SOHNNY PALACE 


John Hyde—Wm. Morris Ageney, Ine. 


PASOUALI Bros. 
JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer" 


CARLOS PETERSON 
“Gyrations Galore” 


NICHOLAS DAKS 
“Twists and Turns” 


Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 





LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 


(Feb. 20) State, Cleveland 


WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


“Quiet Please” 
Dir.: Bernard Burke: Ja Jack Curtis Office 


FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from an Airplane Ride” 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique” 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty” Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunderea 








CHESTER HALE’S ’STEPPING HIGH'GIRLS 





Chops $15,000 


Milwaukee, Feb. 22, 

On his trip west to take over 
the reins of Fox-West Coast 
theatres Spyros Skouras, ac- 
companied by Mike Marco, 
Stopped off in these parts for 
a quick look. 

One of the first things 
Skouras did in this territory 
was to hack $15,000 a week off 
the operating overhead of Fox 
houses in Wisconsin. These 
number around 40. 














Milwauk. Ends Labor 
Trouble as 12 of 14 
Holdouts Go Union 


Milwaukee, Feb. 22. 

While there are still some details 
to be figured out by Harry Brag- 
arnick, mediator in the negotia- 
tions between the local non-union 
theatres and the motion picture op- 
| erators’ local, the war is announced 
| as ended with 12 out of 14 hold-out 








houses agreeing to employ union 
operators, 
Called into action by the police 


department because of his success 
in settling other labor troubles, 
Bragarnick found the going pretty 
rough and at one time was about 
ready to give up the battle. The 
conferences followed extensive 
stench bombing of both union and 
non-union theatres which resulted 
in numerous police being put into 
all local houses in an attempt to 
apprehend the bombers. 


With the beginning of the meet- 
ings between the non-union mana- 
| Sers and the operators there was 
an immediate stoppage of the 
bombing pastime. The only act of 
vandalism reported was the throw- 
ing of a steel »all through the glass 
front of the Fern, non-union, when 
it seemed the conferences had come 
to naught. 

Milwaukee has been employing 
union operators for the most part in 
most of its theatres for many years 
with very little trouble of any kind. 

Bragarnick has refused any re- 
muneration for his services in 
bringing the warring factions to- 
gether. He has requested that the 
theatre men collect-a fund to be 
given to charity instead. 


4 Hours for 40c 


Wallaston, Mass., Feb. 22. 

Wollaston, Publix nabe house, is 
offering a four-hour show for 40c. 
Program includes vaude, stage band, 
two features and a newsreel. Per- 
formance starts at 8 p. m. with the 
stage show about 9:30 and the sec- 
ond feature closing out around mid- 
night. 

Wrinkle is that between 7 and 8 
patrons are entertained by radio re- 
ception through loudspeakers. At 
show caught the air attraction was 
Cleercoalers, over WEEI from Bos- 
ton, with the ad plugs left in. Main 
feature was ‘House Divided.’ 











Saenger Mer. Charged 
With Embezzlement 


New Orleans, Feb. 22. 

William M. Mahoney, manager of 
the Strand, here, has been charged 
with embezzlement of $718 from 
the Saenger-Publix theatres and a 
capias for his arrest issued. Bond 
has teen fixed at $2,500. 

Mahoney has been missing from 
this city since the shortage was 
discovered. Of the money Ma- 
honey is charged with having taken, 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WHIRLIGIGS” 


oa (Feb. _19) Paradise, New York 


4FLASH DEVILS 


S. W. WARREN Cc. C. GILL 
C. P. WADE Cc. A. BANKS 
“8 Feet of Flash” 


Per. Dir. Harry Romm 





PARTE»“ARDEN 


Dancers of All 
TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS 


VIOLA and JERRY 


La VERNE 


“From Cave Man to Gigolo 
PAUL KEAST 
Dramatic Baritone 

Direction Lyons & Lyons 


Chester | Hale’s Whirligigs 














Queene 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


__ (Feb. 20) Ohie, Obie, Colambee_ 


BERT 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep” 


Per. Man., Chas. _Yates 


THE GALENOS 


“An Athletic Touch lown” 


Dir.: Chas e 


MAUREEN RIO 


mA P erso! nat lity G: rl” 
Dir Tyrrell 
DUGAN ‘ond HADLEY 
“A Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 
Dir. Harry Pir cus 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 


$230 is said to have been last Mon- 
day’s Strand receipts, $23 from lob- 
by vending machines and $400 con- 
tained in pay envelopes of em- 
ployes. 

Mahoney, with Saenger-Publix 
for several years, was manager of 
the Saenger until transferred to the 
Strand. He has a wife and three 
children. 





. 
Monthly Meets in Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 
At their last get-together the lo- 
cal exchange managers decided that 
ithe Film Board of Trade men 
should meet at least once a month 





j}even if there is nothing urgent t 
discuss. Feeling is that the exchange 
men should meet at intervals to 


swap notions. 

arbitration has been kicked 
|}out these exchange manager meet- 
lings have 


Since 











more infrequent. 





been getting more and} 


Only Radio Seems 


to Solve South 


For Entertainment, and That's Free 





Birmmgham, Feb. 22. 
Show business In the south is and 
always has been just one big ache 
The 
northern managers to this sec 


home offices have sent more 
tor to 
try to make something out of show 
than the 
These 


the north, 


business capacities of 


their theatres. boys, when 


they leave come down 
with great ambitions to show the 
natives how to draw crowds. 

When they arrive on the job they 
find it’s different. 
the theatre they're very 
find their 


around playing solitaire with a pack 


Upon reaching 
likely to 
precedessors sitting 
of dirty and wornout cards. 

‘Is this the way you folks spend 


time?’ 


your the pep-’em-up lad in- 
quires, 
‘Yeh,’ ‘There's 
nothing else to do around here.’ 
‘Why don’t you try to get sume 


business?’ 


the guy responds. 


‘Did you say some business?’ 

‘Sure; why not? 

The answer usually consists of a 
reply to the effect that since the 
war between the States there hasn't 
been much of any such thing in the 
south, 

The newcomer then gets around 


to details. He asks what sort of 
exploitation stunts work best. 
‘Give, give, and then give,’ is the 
reply.. The only thing that will 
pack a house is giving something 
away free. And the newcomer soon 


learns that this is the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the 


truth, 
Easy Publicity 

Newspapers are a cinch for pub- 
licity. House managers no longer 
even worry about it. As long as a 
sheet carries an inch of advertis- 
ing it’s a pushover to get blurb 
after blurb. But in spite of all the 
free publicity, the south still just 
isn’t a theatre-going section of the 
country. The cities are made up of 
immigrants from the farms. And 
when these immigrants were back 
on the farm they never knew what 
it was to attend a show more than 


night consists of weather reports, 
old-fashioned barn dance, banjo, 
guitar music, and quartets. There 
are nearly a score of male quartets 
singing folk songs on the air every 
from various stations. It’s a 
job for theatre men to get the na- 
tives out of their at night in 
the face of a wireless diet which 
cosmopolitan people would sneer at. 
Besides which it costs nothing, and 
that’s important. 

If conditions continue, with chains 
lessening their hold, the southern 
film field will be left to indie exe 
hibitors who know the south and 
stand the best chance of getting 
what business is to be had because 
they know the people. 


week 


homes 











FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World's Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 








once a month. And habits linger. 

This same feeling exists toward 
legit roadshows. Not more than a 
half dozen can be booked profitably 
into any one city a season. The 
reason for this is that by the time 
the seventh or eighth show reaches 
town the folks have been to see one 
company and refuse to go there- 
after. 

In many southern cities road- 
shows this year have been success- 
ful, probably the most successful in 
years. But these cities have not 
had over five shows booked all sea- 
son simply because there have been 
no shows on the road. Typical of 
these spots are Nashville, Birming- 
ham, Memphis and Montgomery, 
with one s: °w leaving a bad taste 
in its wake. 

There is also the feeling that pic- 
tures are not for the southern na- 
tives. The theatregoer down here 
is fed up on the vaude the home 
offices have been giving them, too. 
Yet, even if the best vaudeville and 
films are booked into southern 
houses week after week the usual 
thing happens—no business. It is 
felt here the only logical remedy is 
split week policies of some sort. 

Cotton Tells All 

The low price of cotton the last 
few years has tended to offset busi- 
ness. The price of cotton affects 
everything in the south. So it looks 
like the south, from the show busi- 
ness angle, is just where it was 15 
years ago. Talking pictures helped 
things for a while, until what the | 
natives called ‘punk shows’ came 
along and then the grosses began to | 
fall. Same for vaude. 

The radio of late has apparently 
learned more than show business 
The ether entertainment night after 




















FOX, BROOKLYN 


Master of Ceremonies 
INDEFINITELY 








FREDA 
SULLIVAN 


Featured Dancer 
With F &M 


“Manhattan” Idea 
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ind r . depend able very ambit us, | st ar abo ve all has plenty of good common sense. 
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“The large band worked beautifully as a 
unit... No other modern orchestra of such 
size has been seen on Broadway, while musi- 
cally there is nothing else for comparison.” 


—‘*Variety”’ 


FRED 
WARING 


Selected to inaugurate a new era in the motion picture thestre field, 














assembles the largest versatile orchestra in the world to project his 


modern musical and novelty creations at the 


ROXY 
THEATRE 


NEW YORK CITY 


SUPERVISING DIRECTOR OF ALL MUSIC AT THIS, 
THE FOREMOST CINEMA CASTLE OF THE WORLD 
ESTABLISHING A NEW AND DISTINCT DEPARTURE IN ORCHESTRAL 
ENTERTAINMENT 








After six weeks of unprecedented success 


ENGAGEMENT EXTENDED 


TEN ADDITIONAL WEEKS 
FRED WARING 


Has sole right to the trade name 


““PENNSYLVANIANS” 











Exclusive Personal Direction 


JOHN O’VCONNOR 
1697 Broadway, N. Y. C. Phone, CO 5—0329, 0330 
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Hollywood Does 
$34,000 For Ist 
Week of Vaude 


War- 


opening 


On Broadway last week, 


ners’ Hollywood in _ its 
week with the Holtz bill 
$34,000 with the Monday 
out, but a Saturday midnight show 
tacked on for 14 performances on 
the week. It sold out with standees 
every night and none of the ma- 
tinees was more than $20 or so be- 
low capacity. 

In Newark this week, at the Shu- 
bert, Jessel’s bill is getting the same 
percentage terms Holtz received 
there, 75-25, with the house on the 
ghort end. The other acts are Pola 
Negri, Russ Columbo, Burns and 
Allen, Irving Aaronson’s Command- 
ers (band), Marion Eddy and a 
troupe of Rasch girls. On a straight 
galary basis, including Jessel’s reg- 
wlar $4,000, the bill would cost be- 
tween $15,000 and $16,000. 

In the same theatre on the 75-25 
basis the Holtz bill left Newark 
with $20,000 for itself. Theatre got 
$9,000 for the week, a break in a 
season full of flop legits and mostly 
dark weeks. 

Warners and Holtz figure on from 
four to six weeks with the opening 
show at the Hollywood. The second 
bill most likely will include Ruth 
Etting, Cab Calloway’s orchestra 
and Jack Haley, with Holtz, Lyda 
Roberti and the Dave Gould line 
holding over. 


Kuchuk Ill 
Benny Kuchuk, F. & M. booker, ill 
at home with grippe. 


His books are being handled by 
Yerry Franks. 


grossed 


matinee 








Agent Sues L. & L. for 


$10,000; Contract Claim 


Stanley Rayburn, agent, has} 
started action against Lyons & 
Lyons, agency, for $10,000. He |} 


claims this sum due 


contract when connected with that 
office. 

Rayburn avers that during Au 
gust, 1927, he was engaged by | 
Lyons & Lyons under an agreement | 
whereby he was to get one half of| 
all fees paid to L-L by artists} 
whom he brought into the office. | 
He alleges that the agency failed 


to live up to this arrangement. He 
was connected with Lyons & Lyons 
for about one year. 

tayburn recently tried to 
Fifi D’'Orsay settlement money 
with Lyons & Lyons but failed. 
Lyons & Lyons is represented by 
Julius Kendler. 


attach 
the 


Lil and Togs in Chi 


Feb. 22, 


minute booking brings Lil- 


Chicago, 

Last 
yan Tashman to the Oriental stage 
next Friday (26). Screen actress 
jumps in from Detroit where she is 
playing for Publix. 

With Miss Tashman recently in- 
volved in a ‘best dressed woman of 
Hollywood’ controversy, B&K will 
play this angle up locally with the 
papers, 


Blue’s Foreign Dates 


Ben Blue sails April 8 from New 
York for about six months of vaude- 
ville in London and on the Conti- 
nent. He starts at the Palladium, 
London. 

Mrs. Plue will accompany. It’s 
a return trip for the American 
comic who played Europe about 
three years ago, 


him under his | 





Washroom Audition 





Sol Morales, uniformed page 
boy on the RKO booking floor, 
will double into Frank Fay’s 
act at the New York Palace 
next week. His specialty is an 
imitation of ‘Frankenstein,’ 
with his own make-up. 

Sol gave an audition in a 
last week and Fay 
d him. He's been work- 





| 
| 
| 


washroom 
rrabbe 


ing on his characterization 
ever since seeing the picture, 
and first tried it out on his 
family. 


Does No 














TOO MANY M. C'S 
SQ HALEY AT 
HOLLYWOOD 


Three m. c.’s on one Dill, one of 
whom happened to be himself, 
didn’t sound so good to Jack Haley. 
At least, that’s his reason for with- 
drawing from the show booked to 
open at the Palace, New York, Feb. 
27. Instead, Haley probably will 
play the opposish Hollywood (WB) 
on the second bill there. 

Haley and Benny Rubin were set 
to go into the Palace as a team on 
a bill that would have also con- 
tained the Whiteman band and 
Marilyn Miller. In Whiteman- 
Miller’s place the Palace booked 
3arbara Stanwyck and Frank Fay, 
with Fay making the third m. c. 

In addition to bringing the total 
to three, Fay’s presence on the same 
show tended to take the edge off 
some bits Haley and Rubin had 
planned under the other arrange- 
ment. Haley’s Palace salary would 
have been $2,000. Rubin will play 
the date at the same figure. 
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AND THE FIRST YEAR 
IS THE HARDEST! 


We have been singularly honored by 


RKO 














The four top agencies with two-man 
permits are Weber-Simon, Jack Curtis, 
Charlie Morrison and BLONDELL & 
MACK. 

LATTER AGENCY IS ONLY A 


YEAR OLD. 
—“Variety,” Feb. 16, 1932. 























1560 BROADWAY 


We point proudly to this accomplishment 


mes toev , 


ARTHUR S. 


BLONDELL & MACK, INC. 


JACK KALCHEIM—ASSOCIATE 


BRyant 9-2332—2565 
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AMLBritish Billi | 


Montreal Legit House | 


Montreal, Feb. 22. 
His Majesty’s theatre, legit is 
showing an all-British vaude bill | 
this week. Lineup consists of Harry | 
Thurston, William Heughan, Dollis! 
Mayne, Sydney Jaxon, Stuart &| 
Davina Trio, Warde and Williams 
Martines and Vivian, 
Brothers. Prices run from 
$1.50. Policy is two shows a day. 
Acts are all-British but have been | 
in Canada, some for years. Thurs-| 
ton, Heughan and Mayne were} 
booked by Confederated Theatres, 


| 
Gamble | 
50c to} 





| law 
| the theatre involved to accept and | 


Ltd., of this city, for a week, and 
go on to Toronto and Hamiton. 





JORDAN ON BAIL 


Postponed Until Feb. 23 — 
Bond Lowered to $15,000 


Trial 


Boston, Feb. 22. 
Trial of Nick Jordan, former 
actor, on three counts of attempted 


extortion was postponed from 
Wednesday (17) until tomorrow 
(Tuesday). Along with the post- 


ponement, Jordan’s attorney suc- 
ceeded in having the bail lowered 
from $25,000 to $15,000. Jordan 
raised the money and was released 
under bond, 

He is charged with having at- 
tempted to extort money from Doc 
Breed and Jack Connally, of RKO’s 
Boston booking office, and threat- 
ening them with violence if they 
failed to book certain acts. He was 
representing Nat Sobel, New York 
RKO agent, here at the time. 


Nat Sobel is still suspended from 
the New York RKO booking floor 
The booking office declares it will 
not decide on Sobel one way or the 
other until Jordan’s trial is over. 
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Cambria Joins Loew 








Frank Cambria, unit producer, 
leaves Publix March 1 to join the 
Loew production staff under L. K. 
Sidney. He will vacation for a 
month and consummate his new af- 
filiation about April 1. 

Cambria started producing for 
Balaban and Katz 15 years ago and 
is known as one of the pioneer stage 
producers for the picture houses, 


Calif’s Buyer 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Bill Jacobs, Chicago RKO agent, 
has settled out here. He has made 
one of the local realtors happy by 
buying a lot. In 1932 that’s news. 

Jacobs will return to Chicago in 
1933, at which time he will have the 
fire-walkers from Papeete, South 
Seas, as an attraction at the 
World's Fair. 

Together with Reed Meyers of 
Station WGN, Chicago, and Ted 
Weems, the orchestra leader, Jacobs 
also has the frozen custard conces- 
sion at that exposition. 








Acts from ‘Racketeer’ 


Parbara Newberry and Carl Ran- 
dall are planning a vaude act at the 
termination of ‘Little Racketeer,’ 
musical current at the 44th Street. 
Show may close at the end of the 
next two wecks and ignore a road 
try. 

Also understood Queenie Smith, 
starring in this piece, will try 
vaudeville in a turn being written 
by Manny Seff. 


QUESTION GIRL’S AGE 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Juvenile Protective Ass’n here 
went after Bobbie Petley, young 
daughter of Arthur Petley, who is 
appearing with her father’s act in 
the F-M unit playing B-K houses. 
Authorities, checking the matter, 
declared the girl to be only 15, un- 

der the age limit by one year. 
Usual procedure in child work 
violation in this state is for} 





pay the daily fine ordinarily im- 
posed, with no drastic action taken 


| will disappear. Entire 


| elimination 


Publix Takes Loew Units for 
Chi-Detroit in Economy Move; 


t Disrupt F-M Deal 


+ _ 
Chicago, F 2 
With Loew deluxe units set te 
come into the Oriental March 18, 
and from Detroit, the last vestige 


of local Publix-B&K produ 
B&K produc- 
tion department will be dissolved 
and redu@ed to skeleton form im- 
mediately here and later in Detroit. 
It leaves only Louis R. Lipstone 
head of the department in Chicago. 

Withdrawing from the production 
staff are Will Harris, producer; Lee 
Starr, scenic artist; Francis Pallis- 


| ter, costume designer; Ainsley Lam- 


bert, ballet producer, and Clarence 
Wheeler, music arranger. soth 
Harris and Starr been with 
B&K for than a decade, Har- 
ris will probably go to New York 
and go into flash act producing for 
either vaude or picture houses. 
Although rumblings of the axe 
falling on this B&K staff have been 
heard for some time, the wholesale 
through the setting of 
the Loew units came unexpectedly. 
Principally affected by the move is 
the local William Morris office 
which loses its last important local 


have 
more 


(Continued on page 62) 





N. Y. Palace Put 
On New $15,000 
Diet for Shows 


RKO will limit the straight vaude 
salary budget at the Palace, New 
York, to $15,000 for any one bill as 
a reported result of finding out that 
$17,000 or $18,000 bills can’t return 
a profit. For this reason the pro- 
posed $18,000 show to oppose the 
new Broadway opposish_ threat 
from Warners’ Hollywood has been 
scrapped. 

Instead, the bill opening next 
week (27), and headlining Barbara 
Stanwyck and Frank Fay will run 
between $14,000 and $15,000 in cost. 
Featured team is getting $8,500 
double. 

Lou Holtz’ Hollywood show 
stands $15,000 in salaries, of which 
Holtz is drawing around $2,000, in 
addition to his percentage split with 
the theatre. 

The proposed $18,000 layout for 
the Palace would have included the 


Paul Whiteman band at $7,500, 
Marilyn Miller, $5,000, and Jack 
Haley and Benny Rubin, $2,000 


each. Whiteman will play the Pal- 
ace later at the san.v salary but on 
a less expensive bill. 

Too Much of Gamble 


With a $15,000 stage show the 
Palace can tairn a profit on a $30,- 
000 gross, which is high for the 
house. When the salaries run 
above 15 grand the chances are 
always in favor of a loss, even 
when business is strong. 300king 
office figures there’s more safety 
under the $15,000 limit and oppor- 
tunities for big profits if the show 
is attractive. Circuit sees no rea- 
son why attractive bills cannot be 
booked under that budget. 

The $15,000 vaudeville bill was 
unheard of until a year or so ago 
when the Palace, which had for- 
merly considered $13,900 as top, 
started to spend that amount al- 
most . weekly. The peak was 
reached during the Cantor-Jessel 
run when the salary list. exceeded 
$17,009. 


— ee 


Meyers Vacationing 


Walter Meyers, who resigned as 
head of the Warner booking office, 
sailed for Havana Saturday (25) 
with Mrs. Meyers. Will be gone 
about two weeks. 

Meyers has no plans as yet. 

GILDA GRAY 

In a vaudville r seV- 
eral years’ absence, Gilda Gray 
opened this week at Fay’se Provie 
dence. 

Tishman & O'Neal produced the 


’'S RETURN 


n aiter 





by the court excep, in unusual cir- 





cumstances, 


act. hree Crosby Bros, are Miss 


| Gray's support. 
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ULTIMATELY 


THE TEST OF AN ATTRACTION 
IS IN THE GROSS 


AS ALWAYS 


THE GOLDEN GIRL | 
BREAKS THOSE RECORDS | 


HEAVY BOX OFFICE 


IS GUARANTEED BY THIS GIFTED 
ARTIST OF STAGE AND SCREEN 


GILDA 
GRAY 


AND HER COMPANY 


In a New Vehicle 


“GONE NATIVE”’ 


By JACK HENLEY 
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FAY’S PROVIDENCE, THIS WEEK ‘° 


Personal Management 
HAROLD BERG—TISHMAN & O'NEAL, 1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
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NOT A SHOW MISSED ON|Imunigration Officials TRACEY AT $2,000 Comerford Vaude Houses (rah Columbus Palace’s 
e _ . a j 
$50 000 PALACE BLAZE Bar Russian Adagioists cas asks Raise for Loew Time Turned Over to Dows | Recei d eC 
b ] Baltimore, Feb. 22. After Capitol Remai ning Comerford-owned | eceipts an Cop $ un 
— Troupe of adagio dancers were - , z houses playing vaudeville, Bing- | no 
Damages of about $50,000 were| sowed up by the immigration au- CBS is closing with Loew’s for) hamton, N. Y.; Carbondale, Pa., and | Cetemt Feb. 2 
estimated as a result of the back-| tnhorities here Deak aati culied. eum the theatre circuit to play the) Fay’s, Philadelphia, no longer will | : c mn gus, Feb. 22. 
stage fire at the RKO Palace, New| members of the t re b ‘Street Singer’ for four weeks in its|€ booked by Comerford’s own| Four armed bandits made off with 
York, Wednesday night (17). Al- ; roupe were barred | ae juxers after the current week at | Amalgamated Agency in New York./ the weekend receipts at the RKO 
-h the blaze broke while th from entering the country because/|the Capitol, New York, ‘Street| Houses, at present booked by Bud | Palace here late last night (Sun- 
thous . wane elthey were Russians. Singer’ (Arthur Tracy) is at the|/rwin of the Comerford staff, go to/ gay), + loss estim: 
show was on, nobody was injured. | Capi 15 | A. & B. Dow Monday (29) CAF). SOR loss CetMAtes OS Pare 
Cool work and good judgment on Mr. and Mrs. Lafzlo Baltazar, | © — sal tan } se helenae otc } Receipts were being taken to th 
the part of the manager, Elmer leaders of the troupe, are Amer-| ‘ BS is asking $2,000 for Tracy; Other Dow booking deals include | pre in the oy aed press “3 
Rogers, and the house staff got the ican who returned from a Europear ifter this week for the New York | one with Warner Bros. to suppl road pcs sagen bcs a ae 
Q audience out safely in four min- tour via the S. S. ‘City of Balti- |de luxers, and $3,000 for six days| five acts on one-half for the Drake,|),-. "Y Sousa is, 2 1 ; sto 
utes. more,’ which docks here. Minus the |in Washingtcn, ‘Street Singer’ can| Oil City, Pa. and the State, East} _,~ . a bacsiepelti org ee pie 
The scenery suffered the most, all|*W® Russian male hoofers, they only play six days out of town, due| Liverpool, O. Capitol, Steubenville, | get ‘ult sim ain " er . oo ae 
28 lines being destroyed. Hardest | W¢™t on to New York to fill the va- {to his commercial on CBS from/O., in which Warners have an in- | ma pond the cashi = a meats 
hit among the acts was Marty For- cancies. New York. | terest, is also one of list for five Raabegpomtat part om ae : aha loot 
kins’ colored unit, which lost all its Kae | acts on one-half. Rebhers Seow 41 lsat cone the 
hangings, amounting to around $3,- — Re eng cart pense: a 
900. Smith and Dale lost one of | nd intermission starting. The mu- No % for Colombo, | ° perro a pb maga srr “a ie 
il ‘ co ius el ac F es. . 
their two backdrops. No costumes | Sicians had already left the pit. In- | Fisher Gets One trace of any of them has been found, 
were damaged, with the dressing | vestigation showed an exposed wire | But He Got $2,000 Another loss for RKO, this time . — ‘ 
fooms completely escaping. in one- of the wings threw off a| Althouch faili ae ‘ . - » ee. 1 
| Although failing to draw anything} by the Boston booking office, is the 
though the blaze spark that started the fire. O f | , ‘tae , 
"era the stage, ac ae aos the teasers posi up first ana tue| = his percentage areangement,| Vapttol, Pawtucket, R. 1, which ts OSGOOD-KEENE TEAM 
rows of orchestra seats were singed | balance of the hanging scenery im- | Russ Columbo received $2,000 for) swinging away to take independent/ Pearl Osgood and Dick Keene are 
and had to be replaced. RKO’s| Mediately flared. | his inthe New York stage weeks at) booking. . rehearsing an act. They’re a sou- 
maintenance men went to work im-| The Palace ushers and house staff | Skouras’ Audubon and Academy Arthur Fisher will acquire the] bret and juve, respectively, both 
satlately after the fre and euc-| will Syl , cay at oe eee yr bere house Thursday (25), booking five! from musical comedy, with Keene 
ness ee a prego pall rewarded this} He played two first halves at the/ acts for Thursdays, Fridays and] recently on the Coast for pictures 
ceeded in getting the place in shape| week for their heady and coura-| Aydubon and two firsts at the down-| Ss lays onl ) 
to open for the Thursday matinee. | geous work. They prevented a pante towner ‘alternatin with Ed Lowry ib eae a | aa 1 
The blaze broke at 10 p. m., just| and any injuries or loss of life that : oe — 
as Sophie Tucker was bowing off' could have resulted. 
, . 
= emai Powell’s Legit Offer 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 
BERT NAG me yet 
and a local fixture for the last three 
T | Broadway show, the juvenile part 
OPENING (FEB. 26) AT ROXY, NEW YORK jin © now Shubert eanatenl eatiee 
‘Stage Fright.’ 
DIRECTION: MEYER B. NORTH AGENCY | Powell is free to accept inasmuch 
jas he is working on a two weeks 
- — |notice. He did not sign the six 
JAY FLORENCE month contract handed him by WB. 
=, | Powell hasn't decided. 
MILLS ann ROBINSON | , 
in “ALL WORK AND NO PLAY” | PUBLIX’ PHOENIX TAB =e A 
ay Sey Seas, oy. Los Angeles, Feb. 22 i 
a. RKO HIPPODROME, NEW YORK (Feb. 13), NOW a are 
Personal Direction F ( )y RKO Agents | Publix’ Ramona theatre, Phoenix, a Re 
NORTH & FLAUM MORRIS & OZ Ariz., goes stage show Feb. 28 with | } = a ‘ AY oy 
—————————————— Se EEE | 2 14-people tab show booked by the by? > ¢ . a ) ‘ “ee & 
J | Bert Levey office here. nnn wrote ; 
JACKSO | Publix Orpheum tm the same BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 
DISTURBING THE AUDIENCE Cana reer 
|for the past six months. REPRESENTATIVES 
AT RKO HIPPODROME | Tab show will have John Lord, R-K-0 EUROPEAN LOEW-INDEPENDEN1 
9 NEW YORK | Tubby Labell, Gene Fox and Harry JACK CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN 
THIS WEEK (FEB 20) | Williams in the leads. Lord will do 1564 Kroadway 39 «Avenue des Champs Elysees 160 West 46th St. 
Directi JACK CURTIS the staging. NEW YORK CITY PARIS NEW YORK CITY 
irection 





























SOPHIE TALKING 
TO YOU, JACK YELLEN 





With your marvelous catalogue of songs, your years of 
experience in the Music Publishing Business, the fine 
standards you have established these many years, and 
with the assurance of the co-operation of your many 
friends, The Jack Yellen Music Publishing Company must 
be successful. 


, Best of Luck! | 
COUNT ON US 


SOPHIE TUCKER 
TED SHAPIRO 
| CHARLES DREW 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 72 
(Week Feb. 20), St. Paul, Minn, 





THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Dire ection of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos. J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Arti stic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn and 
ons 


Mor 


Singer 


Staniey Simm 


(D ‘tion of Chas. 


DON” 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of 


ire rison) 


Weber-Simon) 


RKO VALDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Ww 


___ (Week Feb. 27) Dayton, Ohio 
GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
bi irection | of Sam Shannon) 


Vic OLIVER 


Europe’s Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direct Phil Ofin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 


“On the Up and Up 


(Direction 





yn of 


of Sam Tishman) 





NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 








RKO VAUDENILLE INTACT 
(Week Feb. 26) Spokane, 


VERNON RATHBURN 

“The Prince 0} Rhythm” 

AND HIS SAX- = TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward G 


EDITH BOW 
With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Jean Paurel 


36 
Wash, 


rdon) 





Songs by 


(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


"THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


(Direction of 





Harry Fitzgerald) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 
(Week Feb, 27) Toleds, Ohie 


ANN ROTH jeyeeces ac? 
JOY FINLEY fev‘lstion, 
bance MARY DUNCKLEY 


WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny's Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 


The Three Miaations 
DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 
BENNY 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Msgr. George Wood 
Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 





(Dir. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 1% 
(Week Feb. 20) Spokane, Wash, 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-J: Jack _ Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 
with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blonde!) & Mack) — 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Alien—M. S. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
ie Se" 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 
(Week Feb. 27) Milwaukee, Wis. 








EBONY FOLLIES 
“A Musical Comedy Romance 
from Alabam’” 
(Direction of Harry A. A. Romm) 





WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


: with Brother Den 
“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 


(Direction of Milton Lewis) 








Vaudeville’s Popular 
HEALY and CROSS 
in 


“The Stage Salesmen of Songs’ 
__(irection | of Charles: iH. _ Allen) _ 


ARTHURand MORTON 
HAVEL 


in 

“Hot Water’—By H. C. Greene 
With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 

(Dir, Jess Freeman--—Chas. Morrison) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week Feb. 26) Seattle, Wash. 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgeralé) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 











THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 79 
(Week Feb. 27) Minneapolis, Minn, 
THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 

of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
_ (me. of John Hickey- Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 





(Dir. 








in 
“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackron) 


CLARA BARRY 


AND 


ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesin’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 
(Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 





Dows Book Par-Newark 
As Morris Bows Out 


the Dows’ 
vaudeville 
| Morris office since the beginning 


Mo 
| Publix-Skouras’ 
house 


| Whe 


the 


Para 


| of the season. 
| ing when Publi 


inte 


Cont! 


ris 


m ¢ 
ets aft 


Mor 


mount, 


bre 


Newark, is back on 
book after buying its 
through the William 


Morris started book- 
ix-Skouras purchased 
the theatre. 


rest 


in 


uzht the booking switch. 


he Adamses cancelled two 


er the first show last week, 


ris effice requested the thea- 


tre to book its shows elsewhere. 








_ (Week 
THIS 


T 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 


(FEB. 20) 2D CONSECUTIVE 
WEEK, PALACE, NEW YORK 


ROBINSON 


IN 
“HOT FROM HARLEM” 


PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


(Direction of Marty Forkins) 
Se es 


_Feb. 27) Kenmore, Madison, N. Y. 


he Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 


WITH 
JOHN MASON 


NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JELI SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


Chorus of Eighteen 





RKO 


Di 


(Week Feb. 27) Syracuse, New York 


“PORCELAIN ROMANCE”’ 


Ganjou Brothers and Louise Gay 


VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 





rection: Chas. Morrison 





Boy with the Balancing Complex 


Denmark’s Juggling Genius 
Direction: Jenie Jacobs 
~ FRANK EDDIE | 


HURST and VOGT 


“OUT OF 


Direction: 


BOB RIPA 





THE MARINES” 
By H. C. Green 


Chas. H. Allen 





DIAMOND BROS. 


HUGUIE—TOM—HAROLD 
“Nevertheless Gentlemen” 


Direction: 


Chas. Morrison 








RKO 


(Week Feb. 20) Rochester, New York 


VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 





‘Joe 


JOHNSON 


“ATROCITIES OF 1932”’ 


All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 
“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 


“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 


Gibson, Gibson, 


The Mirth Provokers 
of a Nation! 


LS EN 


AND 


and Their 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 


The Hight Miss-takes 


Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 


nual friction between the | 
office and the Adams Bros., 
partners in the 





Slicing It Thin 


vaude producer- 


A w. kK. 
agent is still scorched over 
nerve of an indie booker in 


making a bid for one of his 

flashes, a nine-people act. 
Booker offered three days in 

New Hampshire for $300. When 


it was explained only $100 
would be left for nine salaries 
after fares were paid, the 
booker shot back with: 

‘Well, get ’em to cut.’ 


__ Tuesday, February 23, 1932 


——— 


U’s Milwaukee Rinse 
Nibbling at Stage Tabs 


Milwaukee, Feb. 22, 
Universal is now algo figuring on 

















214 Weeks Is New Low 
For RKO’s Intact Route 


RKO’'s intact route will be cut to 
21% weeks, its low since organized, 
when on March Rivoli, To- 
ledo, falls out returns to 
straight pictures. week Van- 
couver, San and Birming- 


5 the 
and 
This 
Antonio 


j}ham drop out. 


Toledo has been on the intact 
tour for a long time and is one cf 
the few of the oldtimers to give up 
the vaudeville sponge. 

and Milwaukee 
Toledo will not 


Between Dayton 
at present, loss of 
occasion a layoff. 
In order to close up the lost week 
between Dayton and Milwaukee, 
two split week towns, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., and Madison, Wis., may be 
added to the route. 

Meanwhile, in taking up the slack, 
there will be no intact show open- 
ing in New York March 5. Olsen 
and Johnson, who ordinarily would 
lay off a week between Cleveland 
and Dayton, will stay in Cleveland 
two weeks, playing the Palace there, 
week of March 5, by which time 
units will catch up to them, 


Stagehands’ $5 Cut 


suffalo, Feb. 22. 
Buffalo stagehands have accepted 
a cut of $5 per week per man for 
all downtown houses. 











G-G’S $4,000 TO $6,500 

Instead of a $3,500 guarantee, plus 
percentage, as reported for Gene 
and Glenn, their guarantees from 
RKO for three midwestern dates 
will range from $4,000 to $6,500. 

It’s $4,000 for the Akron and 
Youngstown engagements and $6,590 
for the Palace, Cleveland, where 
they open Saturday (27). 

NBC act gets a 50-50 split over 
house averages. 


After Two Years—A Route 
Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Four Covans, colored dancing 
quartet, has landed a route with 
RKO, opening in Kansas City Feb. 
28. 

Dancers have been around here 
for the past two years, playing lo- 
cal vaude and several musical shows 
so regularly audiences were able to 
tell when they missed a beat, 


tab versions of legit musicals and 
operettas for the Alhambra here, 
Up to now, house has been an in- 
and-outer with stage shows. 

Mike Newman, U theatre head, 
is in New York to assemble the 
idea of abbreviated musicals for his 
local site. Likely the William Mor- 
ris office will handle the proposi- 


tion. 


KNOXVILLE REVIVAL 


Stock Troupe end Acts at Two 
Publix Houses 
Knoxville, Feb. 22. 

Stage life is in for a resurrection 
here. C. D. Peruchi, veteran stock 
manager who has played the town 
off and on for years, has garnered 
enough cash to refurnish the Bijou, 
old legit house being used for sell- 
ing second-hand cars. Hold 
lease of Publix on the property 
pired last year, 

Peruchi plans to open 
March. Associated with him 
A. Booth, local theatre promoter. 
Following Peruchi’s announce- 
ment, Publix announced occasional 
stage acts at the Tennessee, an ‘A’ 
house, and has rebuilt the stage of 
the Strand for the same purpose. 


RKO INTACTS——— 
Are Taking Advantage of Our 
SPECIAL OFFER 


ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
With Boz-Officeand Publicity Appeal 
Size 


200 8x10 $50-°° 


Glossy or Dull Finish 


eal 
212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 


Tel. CHickering 4-3960 


ing 
exX- 


in 
E. 


early 


1S 




















JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 











BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 


~ WANTED _ 
GIRL ACROBATIC 
DANCERS 


Who Can Tumble, Also Girl Contort 
Call, Write or Wire 


AL GROSSMAN 


160 West 46th Street, New York 














onist 
















































RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
(Week Feb. _26) Tacoma, Wash he 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber- ‘Simon) 





HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Wetner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend cf Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 








ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 


Jean Carrol] and a supporting cast. 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 
(Week Feb. 27) St. Paul, Minn. 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 























a 


(Personal Mgr., Jesse H. Martin) 





(Week 


With 
(Dir. 





SE 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


and DENNY 


2 “Lady Harrower's Reception” 


(Di rection of Chas. 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


Personal 


Feb. 20), 105th St., 


Cleveland, Ohie 


In “Dance Stories” 
GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 





with 


DOT STEVENS 


Wilshin) 





“The Charming Chaniress” 


Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 


(Booked by Weber-Simon) 





BRyant 9-7800 







GENERAL 


ee 


BOOKING 











Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST. 





J. H. LUBIN 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 




















NEW YORK CITY 


MANAGEB 


MANAGER 
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—— 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 19. 

All that the Paramount didn’t do 
by way of putting Bing Crosby into 
the limelight, Ted Lewis is doing 
for himself this week and doing 
with an unblushing candor and de- 
termination that is at once dis- 
arming and irritating. In a week 
when the house needs a fast and 
arresting stage show to balance 


a biah_ screen feature in ‘Nice 
Women’ (Universal) they needs 
must fix it for Lewis to do a 387- 


minute monolog with gestures and 
incidental sound effects, making a 
flagrant case of unfair competition 
and acute restraint of trade. 

For long distance monopoly of a 
stage from a running start this 
Lewis appearance sets up new rec- 
ords. The standing start especially 
js interesting. Apparently the 
clarinet player couldn’t even en- 
dure having another turn break the 
ice for him. He makes his appear- 
ance at the getaway on a cold stage, 
coming through the part in the 
traveller and going into the talk 
routine without prelude. From that 
minute to the flashy finale he is 
never more than a few inches — 
the 


the mathematical center of 
stage, and never for an instant 
away from a brilliant concentrated 
spotlight. 


There are a couple of other spe- 
clalties, but they never interfere 
with Lewis; they don’t even annoy 
him. While: the Dixie Four, colored 
male quartet of lowdown singers 
and demon steppers, was on, what 
they got was an amber spot; while 
Lewis was in and out of the center 
of their routines under the same 
concentrated white light. The apex 
of stage hogging, however, came 
I-ter on when the 16 David Bines 
girls showed in a brisk dance num- 
ber with the girls half in crinolines 
and hal. in cavalier costume, worked 
under dimmed foots while Lewis 
stood out in brilliant spotlighting. 
A vaudeville single’s dream of 
paradise could go no further. 

Not much less glaring was the 
episode when the Dixie Four worked 
in a full transparency behind 
the drop in ‘one’ singing spirituals 
in plantation costume, while Lewis 
went right on cavorting in the 
glare like a prima ballerina, The 
other specialty of the skimpy stage 
proceedings was the fast solo tap- 
ping of ‘Snowball,’ diminutive negro 


hoofer, which Lewis practically 
made into a double act. Other 
programed number is Eleanor 


Brooks, Lewis’ regular partner, do- 
ing a couple of dance numbers and 
nice costume changes. 

Finish goes back to the old Para- 
mount school of flash, with Lewis’ 
Musical Clowns taking the middle 
of the stage as a stage band, Lewis 
and Miss Brooks down center in 
front and the Dixie Four and 
‘Snowball’ in dance action on a 
higher level behind the band all 
before a glittering drop in rhine- 
stone design. General effect was 
one of sameness and absence of 
novelty which weakened the 37- 
minute stage presentation. 

Appropriate to the week which 
includes Washington’s  Pirthday, 
there is a patriotic display as the 
climax of the overture, a medley of 
operatic march airs under the title 
of ‘1832,’ with Rubinoff going for 
his solo into a patriotic standard 
which is the cue for the drop to 
fly revealing the First President 
mounted on a white charger sur- 
rounded with various allegorical 
figures such as Victory, Justice, 
Freedom, a stiff and mechanical 
effect recalling the ancient institu- 
tion of ‘Living Pictures.’ Item got 
applause, however, partly because 
the approach of the Washington 
anniversary had the crowd in holi- 
day mood and partly because the 
Rubinoff. number was a paraphrase 
of ‘Dixie’ which has never been 
known to fail. 

Jesse Crawford, working along at 
this show (early Friday evening), 
is using a medley of operatic 
standards, mostly Wagner. A Talk- 
ertoon animated drawing and the 
newsreel complete the program. 

Rush. 


ROXY 


New York, Feb. 19. 

In the house program this week 
the entire first inside page is de- 
voted to a description of the Roxy's 
Stage devices and mechanics for the 
Purpose of explaining a change in 
policy, The whole article can be 
boiled down to a single significant 
line which says, ‘The stage policy 
Will be one of spectacles rather than 


individuals.’ 


In other words, the Roxy is re- 
turning to sight stuff after an ex- 
pensive try with heavy stage names. 
Rither names aren’t right for the 
Roxy, or the proper names weren't 
booked. Whichever it might be, 
there’s no definite proof either way, 
Since the Roxy’s name policy didn’t 
last long enough to prove anything. 
But it was shown quite convincing- 
ly that- while one or two names 
“rew some monev, there were too 
many costly flops in the personality 
line to justify a permanent name 
act policy. 

As the program states, the staff 
entertainers wil] comprise the nu- 
cleus of Roxy stage shows hence- 
eo That goes for this week, 

ut it doesn't go strong enough. 





The stage could use more power, 
especially in a doubtful picture 
week like the current one. Fox’s 
‘She Wanted a Millionaire’ is th* 
talker. ; 

The Fred Waring-conducted pit 
orchestra’s overture, a rousing pa- 
triotic tableau in keeping with 
Washington's birthday, an exquis- 
itely mounted balle*+ production, and 
a repeat from last week of the War- 
ing band’s ‘Dancing Dominoes’ nov- 
eity make up the program. Each 
item clicks in its own fashion, but 
the usual Roxy bulk is missing. The 
Washington numbe- is a sock, but 
very brief, while the rhinestone 
finale is the type which the Roxy 
used to three-time every week. It’s 
probably more extravagant in the 
overhead line than three average 
numbers at this theatre, but the re- 
sults don’t seem to warrant the 
spending of everything in one spot. 

In the patriotic scene a brief mil- 
itary march by the orchestra builds 
into a living portrait of Washing- 
ton crossing the Delaware. A prop 
boat carries Waskington and the 
crew across wu setting which is 
framed to resemble the familiar 
portrait of that historical scene. 
Then further in the background an- 
other set of lights reveals the 
marching trio of ‘Spirit of ’76,’ with 
the characters apparently on a 
treadmill. 

When this is over the Roxyettes, 
split into two sections to fill the 
two wall boxes on either side of the 
aitditorium, go into a routine that’s 
unusual for them. It’s a drum drill, 
exciting in a th :derous manner. 
And the girls and the orchestra al- 
most finished together. 

This section is completed on the 
stage proper by a toe number from 
the ballet corps and a ballroom 
waltz by the week's only outside 
talent, Hamilton and Fisher. The 
ballet girls are smartly costumed 
in red, white and blue, full-length 
dresses. Hamilton and Fisher, dark 
man and blonde girl, execute some 
graceful spins and other steps that 
give them a class rating. 

Waring band’s dominoes idea 
separates the two production items, 
second of which is the rhinestone 
affair, titled ‘Jewels.’ The maker of 
the spangled embroidery is credited 
on the program. Number is per- 
formed by the two groups of house 
girls, Patricia Bowman and Beatrice 
Belkin. Miss Bowman’s current ef- 
fort is an impressionistic dance 
that’s away from her customary toe 
work. While always apparently 
technically difficult and beautifully 
done, it somehow lacks the usual 
polite Bowman wallop. Miss Belkin 
sopranos the introduction before 
the drapes and steps into the finale 
for a reprise. 

All the implements are heavily 
spangled, from the two principals’ 
and 65 girls’ costumes to the rich 
eye. At the finish the whole all- 
femme troupe covers itself and most 
of the stage with a spangled blan- 
ket that’s rolled up from the apron. 
The Roxy audience has never seen 
more flash in one number; but that 
it’s confined to one number appears 
to hurt. 

Overture is a mixed instrumental 
and vocal arrangement of Liszt’s 
‘Liebestraum.’ Waring’s singing trio, 
The Girl Friends, take part in the 
vocal segtion without showing in 
person, their offstage harmony pro- 
viding an interesting effect. 

‘The Piano Mover,’ a Krazy Kat 
cartoon short, and Fox news are the 
fillers. Business light Friday night. 

Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Five years ago the Duncan Sis- 
ters broke the house record at 
Loew's State here, getting some- 
where around $46,000 on the week. 
That was when the home folks 
thought the sisters were about the 
greatest attraction extant. Accord- 
ing to attendance at the Paramount 
cpening day (Thursday) the home 
folk have switched their affections, 
or perhaps it was the rain. 

Sisters are in for the week at 
$2,500. To offset their salary, H. B. 
Franklin has booked in Tiffany’s 
‘Hlotel Continental,’ first indie-re- 
leased feature this house has played 
in years. Picture will please after 
and if the customers are in. The 
Duncans will please only mildly. 

Girls stick to familiar routines, 
opening with a medley of their for- 
mer numbers. omitting ‘Remember- 





ing’ until the closing. joth are 
dressed in sport suits when they 


come on, but discard them for kid 
clothes as soon as they start sing- 
ing. Rosita does a special, ‘I Gota 
Toothache,” with Vivian at the 
piano for the second number, then 
right in to the closing, a burlesque 
Rhumba ending in the familiar ‘Re- 
membering.’ 

Rosita goes Topsy for one gag. 
The audience wanted more of the 
dialect stuff, but she wouldn't give. 
They took three legit bows and it 
was all over. 

Rest of the stage show is taken 
care of by Georgie Stoll’s band. 
Combination is building up every 
week. Stoll has all the bandsmen 
singing this week and they do a 
neat choral job of ‘Stardust,’ with 
Stoll soloing on the violin. Only 
three numbers from the band. ‘Rain 
on the Roof’ for the finish used a 
rain scrim in front of the band. 
Usual line of girls is out this week. 

Paramount ‘Souvenirs’ and Par 
news. au. 





CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 19. 

Hotsy-totsy tempo of the stage 
presentation is a tip-off on the fea- 
ture, ‘Lovers Courageous’ (Mont- 
gomery-Metro), but it may work 
double damage. Broadly titled ‘Cu- 
ban Holiday,’ the presentation is 
very hotcha. And since recent au- 
thority belies the Harlem influence 
on Havana, maybe it’s the Broad- 
way Minskys who may have figured 
in the snake-hips and mooch stuff 
which is libelously transmuted into 
a Cuban setting. 

O’Hanlon and Zambuni do a 
‘make’ ecooch number of a caliber 
which was formerly of the Apache 
genera, but now that snake-hips, 
‘Minnie the Moocher,’ ‘I'll Be Glad 
When You’re Dead’ and ‘Kicking 
the Gong Around’ are national 
brands, the polite Capitolites get a 
load of it under the billing of ‘Cuban 
Holiday.’ 

No getting away from the fea- 
ture requiring this presentation 
succor which obviously was the 
main idea of Chester Hale and 
Louis K. Sidney, but it’s rather in- 
congruous to dish this sort of thing 
up in a deluxer like the Capitol. 
Not when the ‘Hungariana’ pres- 
entation overture with Phil Spitalny 
as guest conductor (while Yasha 
Bunchuk is vacationing) gives it 
such a classic start. There follows 
a patriotic interlude, Cohan’s song 
tribute in honor of the Washington 
bi-centennial. 

After the Hearst Metrotone news, 
the presentation stars The Street 
Singer, Arthur Tracy, CBS radio 
fav. He comes on after consider- 
able of the terp and flash fol-de-rol 
has transpired and singly socks out 
a nifty click with two cabinet mikes 
on the stage at both ends. He did 
four numbers and tied it up into 
the ‘Eli, Eli’ encore, substantiating 
his radio rep with a fine-timbred, 
vibrant voice, which is enhanced, if 
anything, by the michophonic mag- 
nifying. 

Rumba stuff naturally opens the 
Cuban presentation. Guitar serenade 
is equally conventional with the 
O’Hanlon-Zambuni doing a gaucho 
in this motif. 

Three Gobs, dusky steppers, were 
no panic either with their stepology 
or the vocal acrobatics of their fu- 
turistic harmonics. Latter, if prop- 
erly arranged, might eventually 
lead to something beyond their 
hoofs. 

Picchiani Family does aerial and 
ground acrobatics, featuring three 
and four-men high formations. 
Family numbers seven. Usual Ches- 
ter Hale line of 16 with eight boys 
is the count on the other sizable 
stage personnel. 

Spitalny’s overture was an instru- 
mental flash, with the maestro put- 
ting the baton-wielding act on in 
big style and selling it in propor- 
tion. After all, as the personality, 
the customers sort of expect a little 
gesturing. Julius Klein, cymbalom 
specialist at the Embassy Club, 
Hollywood, some months ago, is- in 
the pit doing his soft hammering 
for the ‘Hungariana’ overture. 

Laurel and Hardy comedy, ‘One 
Good Turn,’ was an added starter 
to bolster the film fare. Abel. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Publix-B. & K.’s ace house is a 
bit sad. For years it has consist- 
ently built a steady patronage which 
used to come to the house week 
after week, without even knowing 


what was on the screen, Such was 
their faith in this theatre’s stead- 
fast presentation of ace entertain- 
ment. The house rated as the most 
regular profit-maker of the circuit. 
Lately this patriotic patronage has 
drifted away, due to the sudden 
break in picture values. B. & K. 
is being squeezed for available 
product and much of the Chicago- 
type flickers has been shifted to 
th> run houses to fill those vacan- 
cies. To the end that the ace house 
.. town has been forced to accept 
the pictures originally intended for 
the lesser-light, the Oriental. 


These last four and five weeks 
have been very weak. Currently 
indications are for only a fair ses- 
sion, even though Will Rogers who 
leads the flicker, ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox) is something of a 
local fav. 

On the stage show end, the Chi- 
cago continues with the Fanchon 
& Marco shows, with the Oriental 
getting the locally produced units. 
There is a possibility, however, that 
the local B. & K. production de- 
partment will be sharply curtailed 
since the Loew units are being 
brought into town for the first time, 
to take the stage of the Oriental. 
This deal will remove the Publix 
specially produced shows from the 
Michigan in Detroit, the Loew units 
riding into that town from Cleve- 
land. B. & K.’s main efforts in its 
special shows these days, anyhow, 
are directed not so - :uch to ordinary 
unit types but particularly at 
stand-out names, especially band 
acts, which have held the best b. 
o. marks delivered at both the 
Oriental and the Michigan this 
past year. 

Current F. & M. idea, tagged 
‘Slavique,’ experienced some hesi- 
tancy in getting started at the first 
show due to Jimmy Savage's special 
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EMBASSY 


Fox and Paramount had a neck- 
and-neck race across the world with 
the first prints of the Shanghai bat- 
tlefront. Both opened these subjects 
at their newsreel theatres Saturday 
afternoon (20). 

While Fox went into considerable 
detail, projecting on the Embassy 
screen about twice the footage al- 
lowed Paramount at the Luxer, the 
Paramount material held more 
action. 

Fox has better views of the burn- 
ing of the North Station and sireet 
scenes, with Japanese marines 
rushing off snipers, but the impres- 
sion of the entire subject was one 
of watchful waiting rather than 
action. 

Paramount, on the other hand, 
had the boys pelting and shooting 
at one another. Sound effecis, not 
provided in the Fox offering, lent a 
realism to the pattering machine 
guns and recoil of the Springfields. 
Both reels used talking reporters, 

Fox got a scoop on Mussolini’s 
visit to the Pope, although the clip 
did not show the Italian and Pontiff 
together. In another item obtained 
by all reels, Fox again stole a march 
by showing some of the nave in St. 
Peters’ during the placing of a new 
statue, 

Better coverage of the finals at 
Lake Placid also was witnessed at 
the Embassy, Fox going in for more 
detail on skating, skiing, bobsled- 
ding and hockey. 

Biggest laugh prohibition enforce- 
ment yet has obtained is in the Em- 
bassy following a _ statement by 
Gene Tunney and the exhibition of 
a map showing 1,000 speaks in the 
neighborhood of the Capitol, Wash- 
ington. The points on the map 
show speaks for every governmental 
department. 

Fat McManus, Fox contact man, 
is gradually turning actor. Every 
time there is a dog show he is ex- 
hibited fondling the tiniest speci- 
men. Inner workings of a subma- 
rine and a close-up of the water 
line were afforded in a novelty clip 
with a cameraman on deck after all 
others had gone below. 

Crack-up of the blimp, Columbia, 
with magazine footage on its former 
flights over Manhattan, were 
scooped by F-H. Nothing about the 


TRANSLUX 


Biggest laugh in wrestling is a 
contortionist caught by Paramount. 
Opponent finally throws his hands 
up in disgust and the picture audi- 
ence howls along with ringside 
fans. 

Florida gets its maximum 
ber of clips in both houses this 
week. These are girls and golf, 
swimming, aquaplaning and Camp- 
bell testing out his high-speed auto 
on the sands. 

Pathe unfolds the sanest utter- 
ances and explanations for hoard- 
ing yet heard on the American 
screen. It comes about in an inter- 
view with a visiting English cap- 
tain who blames the fear of the 
holders of losing their jobs. Mills 
and Mellon taking their respective 
oaths and exchanging niceties are 
caught by all reels. 

Annapolis oarsmen training and 
blimp depositing wreath at Wash- 
ington Memorial, Washington, are 
among others. The holiday is being 


num- 


observed differently at the two 
houses, one going in for still ma- 
terial, while the Embassy enacts 


another crossing of the Delaware. 

The dynasphere, a _ single-wheel 
auto, is demonstrated in England 
for Universal's benefit. 

Battle between a pup and a roos- 
tcr was staged by Pathe to pub- 
licise its old trademark. Short sub- 
jects in the program include other 
issues of ‘Screen Snapshots’ (Col) 
and ‘Strange As It Seems’ (UU), 

Waly. 





accident itself except the remnants 
of the air bird out on Long Island. 
Harlem girls’ beauty contest an- 
other inclusion. 

Latest activities of the 
conference are thoroughly photo- 
graphed by F-H. Hugh Gibson’s 
six reasons are fully recorded, and 
the Embassy gives much film to the 
woman's viewpoint, extra measure... 
being in a lawn interview with Mary 
Wooley. 

Charles Schwab, at 70, brings ob- 
servations that simplicity is one of 
the teachings of a long life. Couple 
of European carnivals, Londos, Ger- 
man sailors (this time exercising in 
Galveston), Yellowstone snowed un- 
der, and a plug for Lou Holtz round 
out. Waly. 


Geneva 





Washington Day prologue. Savage, 
who writes the organ slides, had 
a great idea about having a guy 
representing Washington sitting on 
a white horse and waving a sword. 
He spent most of last week chasing 
up and down alleys looking for a 
Suitable nag. What he finally 
grabbed was a white horse, alright, 
though maybe it is a trifle too hefty 
in the hips. Impersonating General 
George is Harold Polz, one of H. 
Leopold Spitalny’s warblers. He 
looked a trifle seasick at the first 
show, but as he and the nag be- 
come better acquainted that un- 
easiness should wear off. Under- 
stood that the stagehands are not 
happy at the house this week, what 
with a nervous horse added to a 
regular bear act. 


It took a few minutes to get that 
horse off the stage at the first show 
and get the reguiar unit sets up, 
which caused an uncomfortable 
wait out front. And even after the 
show got underway physically, it 
plodded along for long minutes 
without signs of energy and didn’t 
display any real pep until half-way 
down the line when Sam Hearn got 
his monolog and fiddle into action. 

Slow getaway was reflected in 
the bad spotting of the Pallenberg 
bears immediately following the 
initial chorus dance. Chorus in 
this unit is somewhat out of the 
ordinary for the Sunkisters. Cur- 
rently has 10 boys and five girls, 
the arrangement being necessary 
for the excellent session of chorus 
acagio work late in the show. The 
bears are still lumbering through 
the standard tricks, though that 
high-mount bike ride is stifl good 
f - a ripple. 


3reck and Thompson were in 
front of the curtain for a hoofing 


interlude that missed. The team 
has a good idea in their impression 
o? getting a flivver started. They 
Lave a new twist to the novelty but 
fail to get the full results out of the 
trick, due mainly to their stiffness 
and lack of comedy mugging. Four 
Clovers brought the finale curtains 
in with their tumbling and teeter- 


board bits, building nicely to the 
climax of the double-somersault 
stunt. While these boys are work- 


ing the chorus is in the background, 
lined up and swaying in tempo. It 
would be better to get them off the 
stage entirely while the acrobats 
aie doing their job since the back- 
ground mo.ement detracts the audi- 


ence’s attention sharply from the 
main event. 
Other turns were dancing bits 


and oke, Laurell and Ted for a 
short adagio, Patsy Marr and La- 
Venne Sweet. Miss Marr has one 
neat number doing a_ contortion 
that permits her to tap her feet on 





her head. Gold. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 17. 

Under the heading of ‘theatrical 
license,’ may come the ingenious 
manner in which Sam Jack Kauf- 
man as master of ceremonies in- 
troduced a last-minute talent ad- 
dition. Cross-firing with the house 
pianist, Kaufman suggested that 
the audience might like to see the 
pianist’s girl friend, who was work- 
ing at a local night club and was 
visiting backstage. Whereupon a 
handsome light brown  negress, 
named May Digges, stepped forth 
and proceeded ‘to warm the rafters 
with husky blues and can-can gyra- 
tions. The pianist, quiet soul that 
he is, concentrated on his key- 
board and took a psychic beating 
from a puzzled audience. 


To make tkings more pleasant all 
preceding acts including such prom- 
ising youngsters as Nat Carr and 
Eddie Borden, were dragged out to 
participate in Miss Digges’ un- 
trained and unrestrained antics for 
a finale. It made Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Diversity’ vaudeville unit 
look like the act that brought 
Chaplin to America. 

F. & M.’s fairly frequent variety 
units, wherein acts appear before a 
stage band minus the usual produc- 
tion flourish and chorus line, are 
valuable as cnange from the custo- 
mary presentation style of units. 
This one contains Nat Carr, Jewish 
dialectician; Eddie Borden and Co., 
Stadler and Rose, dancers; Parke 
and Clifford, hand-to-hand acro- 
bats; Zimbalist, harmonicist; Myra 
Kinch, interpretive dancer, and the 
aforementioned May Digges. Ob- 
viously more money has been spent 
for talent than in the usual . & M. 
units. 

Parke and Clifford, hand-to-hand 
team, are of the newer order of 
acrobats—young, engaging in ap- 
pearance and quite sparingly built. 
The understander’s back-arm sup- 
port for his partner makes a good 
closing for a well-presented assort- 
ment of feats. - 

Nat Carr eased on next, indicat- 
ing in his talk that the almost over- 
burdening amount of quiet dignity 
he has acquired is justified by his 
work in pictures. His stories, deal- 
ing with ‘a little Jewish fellow’ put 
him in character, but after each 
story he re-assumed the manner of 
a gentleman on a personal appear- 
ance tour. For his exit he sang ‘I 
Surrender’ as it might be done by 
a Bing Rosenberg. Carr should re- 
turn to his former self. 

Stadler and Rose, mixed doll 
dance team, were on and off quickly 
with a peppily paced routine of re- 
vue calibre. Myra Kinch undulated 
through a tambourine number to 
light applause. Kaufman's comment 





(Continued on page 32) 
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MAURICE SCHWARTZ (2) 
Dramatic Sketch 
14 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson 

Maurice Schwartz’ greatest trou- 
ble is that he made his reputation 
as a great actor on New York’s East 
Side. Had he done his stage work 
abroad and been brought to Amer- 
ica via a ballyhoo build-up he would 
be recognized almost without excep- 


tion. As it is, he’s known as a Yid- 
dish actor who tries hard to be arty. 

Here he is in vaudeville again, 
after another unsuccessful attempt 


to crash B 
Last time 
condensed 
eventually 
This time 


roadway with repertoire. 
in vaudeville he used a 
version of ‘Shylock’ that 
got him into the Palace. 
it’s a one-act Chekov 
play, ‘The Swan Song.’ Chekov in 
vaudeville! A 14-minute dramatic 
skit that’s practically a monolog. 
And Schwartz gets away with it. 


It speaks reams for . Schwartz’ 
talent as an actor to consider the 
showing he makes with this skit. 
It’s at the 14th street Jefferson, 
which is near to Schwartz’ home 
stamping ground. Admitting that 
to about half of the audience he is 


a name that means something, there 
is still the rest of the audience. And 
it is still a vaudeville audience. And 


this is still a tragic Russian skit 
without ae single laugh. And 


Schwartz went right through with 
it, getting not the slightest interrup- 
tion and considerable applause. 


As a matter of fact, the skit hap- 
pens to be probably the best one- 
acter written by the Russian, It’s 
packed with pathos and tragedy 
and makes a splendid show-horse 
for a dramatic thespian. It has ‘to 
do with the aging actor who falls 
asleep in his dressing room after 
the performance and then wakes in 
the middJe of the night. 

He wanders out on the stage and 
sees the dark pit in which he has 
‘wasted and spent his entire life.’ A 
- stangehand shows up and the old 
man, feeling his youth gone, talks 
about his past vlories, re-enacting 


bits from ‘King Lear,’ ‘Julius 
Caesar’ and ‘Henry the Lighth.’ 


For a final break-down with the 
thought that nothing matters since 
he’s now an old man, a used to be. 
Those re-enacting bits put it over 
for the audience, despite the fact 
it’s jammed in between two song- 
and-dance acts. But the first five 
minutes are mighty tough for audi- 
ence and Schwartz. Maybe a screen 
caption telling what Schwartz is go- 
ing to play would help that rough 
beginning. It’s his only chance. 
Because as* is, it is still a mighty 
dangerous act to try in average 
vaude houses, despite Schwartz’ 
artistry. Kauf. 





GRAD AND RAFFERTY 

With Carolina Strutters 
Dancing Flash 

15 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Hippodrome 

Dance flash along somewhat dif- 

ferent lines that rates considera- 
tion for the better class houses. 
It’s a tight little act, never over- 
done, and most anywhere should 
do nicely, although over here the 
finish was clumsily handled. That 
was due im part to doubling of 
Stuart and Lash, on same bill, into 
the act with a view to building it 
up. 
Grad and Rafferty are a team of 
slick dancers, doing eccentric strut, 
buck and tap routines. At the 
opening, following an introductory 
hoofing bit, they smoothly bring on 
the nine girls for a novel number 
facing upstage with masks pinned 
across their northeastern promon- 
tories. Topping, the male team 
swings into the strut. 

Seven girls of the ensemble fol- 
low as a drum corps, and they can 
handle the sticks. This is an un- 
usually effective interlude and 
should close, providing the star 
dance by Grad and Rafferty could 
be worked in ahead some way. 

Char, 


‘BROADWAY BOUND?’ (9) 

With Harry Vernon, Alice 
man, Viola Dobo~ 

Singing, Dancing 

18 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 

Jefferson 

An Earl Lindsay produced act 
and quite nice. Nothing original 
about it, but well enough thought 
out and the talent is adequate, 

Allegedly starts in the country, 
with Vernon a traia conductor, and 
the gals en route to New York. He 
advises ’em about the sins of the 
big town via song. On comes Alice 
Frohman, who has a job in New 
York. Harry doesn’t want her to 
leave him, so he goes along. Then 
the cabaret with both starred. 

Six comely girls in the line, all 
of whem seem to know their foot 
work. Vernon has a nice voice and 
Miss Frohman is a good songstress, 
although she could easily get a bet- 
ter song than the one she uses as 
her first specialty. Viola Dobos 
does a crowd-pleasing spindle dance 
for her share of the program, 

Scenery and costuming help 
things along. Kavf. 


Froh- 


KARL DANE (1) 
Comedy Talk 


17 Mins.; One and Full 
Loew’s Orpheum 

Weak doesn’t begin to describe 
the comedy of the turn this screen 
comic has taken for his vaudeville 
trip. It’s 15 minutes of dud gags, 
mostly puns, in Swede dialect and, 
as spotted No. 3 in this layout, 


guaranteed to wet blanket program. | 


After much blah chatter with a 
rirl foil (introduced as Miss Hen- 
derson) in ‘one,’ Dane goes into full 
stage before a battlefield drop and 
a set trench detail to do a scene 


from ‘The Big Parade,’ in which he 
made his big film score. Scene has 
comedy touch, then stab at drama 
with the big Scandinavian floored 
by machine gun bullets, ending with 
a gag tag line. 

‘Tell Minnie she was the only girl 
I ever loved’ is the dying soldier's 
message to his buddy, ‘And tell the 
same thing to Belle and Charlotte 
and Anna and Blanche.’ 


For the finish Dane is back in one 


singing a comic number in more 
dialect, Perfunctory applause in 
this foreign neighborhood house 


and a mild finish. Actor appears in 
doughboy uniform throughout. Rec- 
ommended that he drop the present 
act and start all over again. Rush. 








FOUR FELTS AND MIA 
Comedy, Dances 
10 Mins.; One and Full 
Jefferson 

Four boys and a small blonde, 
with the latter in but one brief 
number, in an adagio turn. Other- 
wise consists of rough comedy by 
the four boys. 


Boys open with a trick hat rou- 
tine, including a comedy recitation. 
Cues into some light hoofing and 
roughouse stuff, some of the boys 
taking hard falls. Two follow with 
a straight hoofing number. Adagio, 
with the girl and a team in ‘full’ 
is next and cumbersomely executed. 
Girl is oke, but the boys handle 
her badly. 


As the girl goes off, another boy 
comes in on in femme garb and a 
burlesque adagio finishes. Straight 
adagio with the girl is out of place 
in this turn. Boys ought to stick 
to their rowdy stuff from start to 
finish. Act shows quite a few rough 
edges that need fixing. With a little 
more time, may shape up. 


FOUR KADEX 

Acrobats 

6 Mins.; Full 

Jefferson 

Three boys and a girl, all work- 
ing on a large steel bar running 
about 12 feet above the stage. At- 
tached is a small trapeze, which 
one of the boys uses for whirls 
around the bar. . 

Girl in the turn works from the 
bar, supporting the other members 
of the act singly and together. Dis- 
plays unusual strength. After a 
few routines by the boys on ropes 
supported by the girl and after the 
two boys whirl around the larger 
bar, one with his feet attached to 
the bar and the other sitting in the 
small trapeze and using it as a 
swing, the bar is dismantled and 
one side lowered. Assumes the 
shape of an anchor and is whirled 
around with two boys on one end 
and the woman on the other. 

Oke closer. 





STANLEY, LESTER and 

DE MAR (1) 
Comedy, Songs, Dances 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Fast comedy turn of two men and 
one woman, ~vith another femme 
working at the ivories. Featured 
girl is mainly responsible for all the 
pep in this turn, for she works like 
a beaver, has a lot of personality 
and puts over everything she tries. 

Scene is a speak. Smaller of the 
two men supports the main burden 
of the-laugh material with the girl. 
They make a good team. Other chap 
foils and contributes some specialty 
dancing. Feature? femme also in- 
cludes some song and dance patter, 
and though neither an unusual 
singer or hoofer, gets over because 
of her style. 

Act has a lot of hoke material 
which the girl and smallest man 
handle adeptly. Should build as it 
goes along. 


ARCHIE GLEN (2) 
Comedy 

11 Mins; One 

86th St. 

A comedy drunk working with 
one assistant instead of two as 
originally, and with routine tight- 
ened up sufficiently to make act 
worthy for average No. 2 spots. 

Glen’s single assistant works as 
a magician trying some of his tricks 
on Glen, who works up laughs in 
the stooge manner. Turn is Eng- 
lish in character with Glen, as 
stew, seemingly interrupting a 
magic act which he forgot he fol- 


lowed. 
Did o. k. up here. Char. 





EDWARD J. LAMBERT (1) 
Comedy 

26 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
State 

Back from the Coast and making 
an eastern vaudeville return, Eddie 
Lambert has appended a _ special 
song and situation to his pianolog 
opening, with the satirical recita- 
tions now out. It should work it- 
self into a sock comedy act, al- 
though that can’t happen until the 
| present 26-minute running time is 
| considerably reduced. 

Lambert appears to spend most 
lof his unnecessary time in the 
piano section out in ‘one.’ It’s what 
Lambert does in his periodical good 
moments that sets him up for the 








; ensuing special, rather than what 
| his lengthy 15-minute opening 
i stretch accomplishes. It would be 


| possible for Lambert to obtain bet- 
|ter results with the piano in half 
| that time, with that system likely 
to prevent tiring an audience. This 
way the 15 minutes up ahead take 
more than a slight edge off the clos- 
ing number. 

The special is a gag gigolo song 
and dialog sequence whose Parisian 
drop takes Lambert from ‘one’ to 
‘two.’ He changes to a _ comical 
apache costume, but retains the big 
shoes. 

Lambert’s exaggerated dialect 
1round and about the piano, and one 
boisterous piano bit in particular, 
combine to sell the turn early. That 
sale could be more safely clinched 
by faster treatment. This way Lam- 
bert frequently is on the verge of 
losing his audience. 

Running time is the only flaw and 
a simple one to correct. With that 
done, Lambert should have no 
trouble. The tall, blonde support 
girl, working in the last number 
only, looks and performs satisfac- 
torily. Bige. 





HALLELUJAH QUARTET 

Songs 

10 Mins.; One 

RKO, L. A. 

This colored combination has 
been on the air over KFi locally 
for two years. Recently they ap- 
peared in ‘Lucky Day,’ colored mu- 
sical. This is their first vaude ap- 
pearance and demonstrates that 
they are learning fast. Still lack- 
ing in vaude tempo and need a 
finish, but should land solidly in 
the east, where they will play for 
Publix, out of Chicago. 
Their first two numbers, 
and ‘I’ve Got Five 
them out strongly. 
Weak finish comes from the four 
trying to please with a routine 
medley of old southern numbers. 
Quartet works in business suits of 
the same pattern. Smart looking 
and minus any of the hoke comedy 
usually attempted by singing com- 
binations. Call. 


*Yuba’ 
Dollars’ start 





FRANK SWANEE and JOE DALY 
Singing, Piano 

14 Mins.; One 

Hippodrome 

Scales are tipped in the favor of 
this two-act. Frank Swanee, youth- 
ful songster with a rich voice, as- 
sisted by Joe Daly ait the ivories, 
should have no trouble in neighbor- 
hood A houses. 

Act can stand slight improve- 
ment through cutting down of run- 
ning time, with that accomplished 
by trimming on the final medley of 
numbers. It’s a song tour Swanee 
takes, starting in Ireland. Much 
too long as done here. 

Swanee opens with ‘Shine On, 
Harvest Moon,’ following with 
‘Trees.’ Between that and the close 
Daly does a Herbert medley on the 
white keys, displaying good tech- 
nique. 

Second on bill here when caught 
and over nicely. Char. 





FOUR WILEYS 
Acrobatic Novelty 
8 Mins.; Full 

86th St. 

Four stalwart girls in the briefest 
of bathing suit get-ups, working 
graceful and sightly feats inside 
large hoops, their ankles caught at 
one point of the circumference and 
their hands gripping the opposite 
point. 

They do slow front and back- 
overs in something approximating 
precision style, work in_ singles, 
doubles, trios and all four, and all 
end up with a novel maneuver, the 
apparatus moving like a spinning 
plate just before it falls flat. 

Idea has been seen before in sev- 
eral newsreel shots from abroad, 
but stunt is new to the stage on this 
side. Made an interesting opening 
for this bill, the wholesome appear- 
ance of the athletic girl quartet 
contributing to this effect. Rush. 





EMBASSY TRIO 
Songs, Dance 

8 Mins.; One 
RKO, L. A. 

Dressed in white mess jackets 
and tux pants, these boys imme- 
diately contradict their clothes by 
going into a hoke song, overacting 
the lyrics. It’s unexpected and 
brings laughs, but after the good 
opening they switch to another 
number, repeating the hoke stuff. 
Following this is an eccentric off- 
rhythm tap and then another dance 
of the same type. 

It doesn’t take a mental giant 
to figure what’s wrong. If they cut 





HOLLYWOOD, N. Y. 


(‘Lou Holtz Vaudeville Revue’) 

Despite the dancing line of girls 
and boys, the between-the-acts 
sketches and all the trimmings, the 
Holtz-Warner policy at the Holly- 
wood, if the opening show is a 
permanent pattern, must stand or 
fall on the merits of its actors. For 
underneath the coating it’s a 
straight vaudeville policy, with only 
the line, and that not so much, dif- 


ferentiating it from the average 
Palace bill. 

Rather a _ surprise, the Holtz- 
booked and headlined initial lay- 
out is less of a one man show than 
might be expected. The_ talent 
around the star, though booked 


primarily for the purpose of fitting 
him rather than for individual ex- 
cellence, is strong in itself. Result 
is good entertainment at the $2 and 
$3 scale. On top of that, the regular 
vaudeville classification into which 
the bill falls by nature is the cause 
of the first serious opposition threat 
that the Palace has received since 
it opened 18 years ago. 
Vaudevillians in general are in 
strong moral sympathy with this 
new venture. An even and profit- 
able break on both sides in the stiff 
opposition battle that appears in- 
evitable, between the Hollywood 
and the Palace, would greatly bene- 
fit the business, vaudeville believes. 
Not that mutual success by the op- 
posing Broadway theatres would 
mean a spread for the policy be- 
yond the big street, for this is now 
a policy for and on Broadway only. 


Before it opened, the Hollywood 
drew more printed and verbal ex- 
ploitation within the trade than any 
new variety enterprise in years. 
That is bound to seflect outside the 
trade and in the press. Which 
can’t harm vaudeville, even the 
non-Broadway type that is vaud- 
films, but still vaudeville. Besides 
which both RKO and WB are now 
splashing heavily via trailers in 
their other theatres for the straight 
vaude spots. 


By Wednesday night (17), when 
the show was caught, there ap- 
peared no doubt that the opening 
bill will, following a $4,500 advance 
and first week’s advertising cam- 
paign, show a profit. Wednesday 
night was a sell out with standees 
in the rear, indicating the policy 
can get over if the show is there. 
The starter is there sufficiently to 
land, but later bills will have to 
be even stronger when the opening 
glamour has worn off. 


It now looks as though Holtz 
took more of a gamble on his open- 
ing bill than was first imagined. 
Two acts, Clark and McCullough 
and the Lopez band, are splitting 
$8,000 in equal shares, in addition 
to the Lopez musicians’ extra scale 
for doubling in the pit. The mixed 
line of 12 girls and six beys repre- 
sents at least $900, while the other 
acts range in price from $1,000 to 
$5,000. The salary list looks like 
$13,000 and probably more. Since 
the acts’ payoff stops at the $15,000 
mark in the gross, Holtz’ can’t be 
getting more than $2,000 of the 
early take, or $4,500 less than the 
Palace offered him. He’s gambling 
on his 50-50 split with the house 
after the operating break is reached 
at $25,000 or $26,000. 

Holtz has nerve. That it’s de- 
rived directly from supreme self- 
confidence doesn’t matter, because 
his nerve is likely to give him close 
to $10,000 on his opening week 
from the percentage split and his 
share of the 25c premium on agency 
buys. 

As for the opening show, as a 
show, there are many flaws but it 
succeeds as whole in reaching a 
good level. Several resounding 
smacks are recorded by the sup- 
porting talent and Holtz maintains 
the pace, at which he’s adept. 

Chief faults are in the spotting. 
Principally wrong is the late posi- 
tion of Venita Gould and the plac- 
ing of two full stage scenes, both 
featuring Holtz and Bobby Clark, 
together in the second part. The 
bill's pre-intermission section con- 
tains lots more variety. 


Miss Gould is on late because 
Holtz apparentiy wanted to imme- 
diately follow up her ‘Moanin’ Low’ 
impression from the first ‘Little 
Show’ with his own and Clark’s 
satire on it. Foth were out of place, 
the imitation by Miss Gould from 
two angles. Her dancing biz with 
an unbilled man is downright dirty 
without cause in a pop priced thea- 
tre and not even the very funny 
takeoff by Holtz and Clark is able 
to remove the curse entirely. 


Otherwise, as a vaudeville act on 
a vaudeville bill Miss Gould is satis- 
factory. Her impersonations pre- 
cede the ‘Moanin’ Low’ sequence out 
in one and there’s no reason why 
they could not be embellished for 
earlier spotting. 

Holtz has adhered to the standard 





out their second song and built up 
their first dance, forgetting the sec- 
ond bit of hoofing, they would have 
a presentable act. 

They have looks and a fair 
amount of ability, which should 
keep them eating. Call. 





—$—$====> 


Palace patterns with a colored hoof. 
ing act, Three Little Words (New 
Acts) in the deuce, but up ahead 
the Dave Gould mixed line amountg 
to a sprightly and novel opener 
Holtz follows the No. 2 act and, 
when caught, drew a big reception, 
He gives a gag account of the pol. 
icy, mentioning prices of the acts 
and getting some laughs with his 
semi-serious chatter. The chorug 
rates $940 and the No. 2 act $500, he 
says, then ‘$1,440 already and it's 
only a quarter to nine.’ One dialect 
story of the type Holtz likes to tey 


gets him into an introduction of the 
Boswell Sisters. Their four num. 
bers and two encores, all through 
the microphone, made them the 
bill’s first slam, and where one wag 
needed. Anything less than a heavy 
hitter in that position would have 
‘aused trouble. 

Clark and McCullough, assisteq 


by the blonde Colletta Ryan, have 
their own spot in ‘one’ after another 


Holtz introduction and doing wel] 
enough on_ cross-fire carried on 
mostly by Clark and the girl. Show 


stays in ‘one’ for the next item, an- 
other talk routine called ‘Out of the 
Past,’ with Jay Brennan doing 
straight and Holtz in a dress doing 
a Bert Savoy. It managed to slide by 
on Holtz’ inoffensive nance antics, 


rather than through the talk ma- 
terial. The gab was credited to 
Brennan by Holtz in a curtain 
speech, but Brennan should dodge 
the credit. 


‘The Surrender’ is a north-and- 

south comedy scene with Holtz and 
Clark as opposing generals and a 
blackout finish involving an old 
gent made up like Gandhi. A fair 
laugh pace is sustained, but not 
enough to justify the running time, 
while the finish almest murders the 
slight effectiveness up ahead. A 
brief bit with Holtz and a girl, Lor- 
raine Manners, who has her own 
solo spot for a dance in the second 
part, next-to-closes the first sec- 
tion. While Holtz is feinting with 
talk, the girl starts to strip while 
dancing. The punch, when she's 
stopped, is ‘Oh, I thought I was at 
Minsky’s.’ 
Lopez’ orchestra, carrying the St. 
Regis hotel in its billing, does 35 
minutes as the under-intermish 
turn and uses every minute to ad- 
vantage. The music is high grade 
and is helped considerably by the 
double shake by Earl Tucker, the 
original ‘Snakehips,’ and his shim- 
mying girl partner, Bessie Dudley. 
They’re billed as from Connie's Inn, 
Lopez is using the scenic effects in 
the rear more than ever now, with 
one rousing view giving the act an 
exceptional closing wallop. Theac- 
companying number is announced 
as a musical impression of Paul 
Revere’s ride. A panorama convey- 
ing the church steeple and lantern 
myth is the first of the scenic back- 
grounds and builds into a loud but 
powerful climax. A treadmill car- 
ries a horse and a rider dressed as 
Revere. It’s flag waving, of course, 
but of a superior sort and Washing- 
ton’s Birthday can be the excuse. 


Harold Arlen, accompanying Lyda 
Roberti here as he did at the Pale 
ace, opens the second half by croone 
ing a few of his own songs, with 
the crooning badly needing the pan- 
tomimic insertions by Holtz. Then 
both Holtz and Arlen are joined by 
Miss Roberti. Excepting ‘Kicking 
the Gong Around’ instead of ‘Minnie 
the Moocher’ as the song used, the 
Holtz-Robert! routine is unchanged. 
Since eight weeks at the Palace is 
bound to take the edge off anything 
for any straight vaudeville audi- 
ence—and the Hollywood attend- 
ance looked like a typical Palace 
crowd—it may have disappointed 
here. There were laughs, but the 
howls were missing. It shouldn't 
be difficult for Holtz and Miss 
Roberti to strike something new 
rather than repeat their Palace bits. 
In selling the new policy Holtz 
might have accomplished more with 
new material all the way through. 
He didn’t gamble in that depart- 
ment. 

Miss Gould and the follow-up 
Clark-Holtz satire next, after which 
a single out in one by Miss Man- 
ners. She's a high-kick girl whose 
appearance accomplishes more than 
her dancing. 


‘Lady in Red,’ another satire and 
with Holtz and Clark again leading, 
is the semi-final. ‘Permission of 
Sam Harris’ is on the program and 
in Holtz’ introduction. It’s a bur- 
lesque of on old-time meller with 
more dull moments than bright 
ones, and evidently out of a former 
Music Box Revue. The Gould girls 
and boys join the rest of the com- 
pany in a round-up finale. 


If the policy lands, states Warner 
Bros., the Hollywood will remain in 
straight vaudeville indef, with or 
without Holtz. The latter figures on 
six weeks for the opening bill, but 
will be satisfied with four, and isn’t 
sure how long he can personally 
stick in one theatre. But if the pol- 
icy does land, and lasts long enough 
to remain a policy after Holtz is 
gone, Holtz should get the credit 
along with the coin. It’s doubtful 
whether there are more than one or 
two others in show business besides 
this m.c., with his hybrid dialect, 
who would stand a chance of put- 
ting a show like this one over. 

From now on it will be strictly @ 
question of acts. The point is that 
the Palace has always had trouble 
digging them up even while the only 





theatre of its kind in the country. 
Bige. 
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ORPHEUM, DENVER 


(Opening Bill) 

Denver, Feb. 17. 
pening week of the new 
special unit was sent out 
York to finish the route 

Other intacts will come 
It Lake and go from ag 
. Apparently Denver is 

to for vaudeville —or they 
ed to see the new Orpheum, for 
ve house was packed day after day 
o first week. Ina week or so it 
will appear whether they wanted the 
le or just wanted to say they 
—_ le the new Orpheum— 


For the 0 
heum @ 
fom New 
from here. 
in from 5a 


ad been inside 

~ RKO officials and others, too, 

i waiting for the answer, 
headlined the first 


ic 4ucas 
A gal no matter what he has to 
offer Denver always falls for him. 
But he really should bring more new 
gongs the next time he comes to 
Denver. At least two he had al- 
ready used in this town about a year 
ago. 

Earl Lindsay’s ‘Revue of 1932, 
with half a dozen girls, looked like 
rather a small company on So big a 
gtage. Should have used about half 
of it. Connie Bee did a lengthy tap 
toe dance, and Mack Pepper, with 
the age-old foil in the audience, 
acted as m. C. 

Sid Marion and Marie Du Val 
presented their musical comedy bits 
to a good-natured packed house, and 
the Four Ortons warmed up with 
tight wire and comedy. Their best 
ig when one, standing on wire, holds 
paper hoop, other one jumping 
through, landing on wire. Comedy 
furnished by trained duck and by 
clown walking tight wire being held 
up by wire from loft. Also flies 
across stage hanging onto tail feath- 
ers of duck, Same metho. 

For nearly two years Publix has 
been training Denver to like Fan- 
chon & Marco units, but there are 
thousands here who prefer straight 
vaude, although it’s dollars’ to 
doughnuts that the house that has 
the crowds will be the one that has 
the picture. It has been proven, at 
Jeast at the Denver theatre, that a 
good idea supported by a weak pic- 
ture will not pull, but when the re- 
verse is true, the house will be 
packed time after time. Of course 
the Orpheum circuit pulling power 
is built on vaude and the reverse 
might be true there. Time will tell. 

Overture, by Earl Kaye’s new 
Orpheum orchestra, well played was 
called ‘Rhapsodie Moderne.’ George 
Bent played the organ solo. 


ACADEMY 


The Skouras brothers were pack- 
ing ’em in down here Friday night, 
with house ostensibly building up 
its clientele. Under the nove] pol- 
icy, Ed Lowry is here weekly from 
Tuesday to Thursday, while in the 
other half Skouras uses a regular 
Fanchon & Marco Idea plus a couple 
big acts. 

Friday night’s turnout for the Ben 
Bard-m.c.’d ‘All at Sea’ Idea, Lil- 
lian Shade and Fletcher Henderson, 
along with ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) on 
the screen, was very encouraging 
since that was the eve of the Wash- 
ington holiday, with many folks get- 
— away from Saturday to Tues- 

y. 

Bard has a good and a somewhat 
Gifferent unit in ‘All at Sea, staged 
by Ralph Goodacre, He is its main- 
stay in a comedy teamup with Matt 
Brooks, dope-type comedian. Be- 
tween the twain, appearing numer- 
@us times for long stretches, plenty 
ef surfire laughs are dug up. Bard 
Plays straight for his stooge part- 


ner, latter selling material with 
Bard in 100% fashion. 


The only difficulty with the unit, 
@s performed down here Friday 
night, is that it’s a trifle long. After 
tightening up, it'll take its place 
with the average F. & M. Idea, 

ely because of the sock deliv- 
ered by Lard and Brooks. Bard, 
who before going into pictures was 
half of Bard and Pearl, knows his 
@udience, yaude or legit, and may 
Startle some whe only remember 
him as a film heavy, with his nice 
rostrum composure. 

A particularly clever enseinble is 
earried, including several girls who 
step out for singing, dancing and 
eomedy specialties. There’s a good 
deal of m.c. kidding between Bard 
&nd the girls, these portions largely 
slowing up the pace. 

As flappers 6f the gay nineties, the 
line girls each do a bit or gag for 
laughs, while later they work with 

rd in an undressing number with 
@ trick surprise finish. As a top- 
ber, five of the men in the unit do 
& femme impersonation takeoff with 
Unique results. 

Two teams figure in the cast, 

regory and Raymon, versatile mu- 
sical clowns, and Lester and Gar- 
s0n, who in a general way dispense 

umor alone and with Bard, later 
Scoring strong in an eccentric dance 
and gags. June Worth, acrobatic 
@ancer, aces in a single but not so 
hot on the little bit of talk with 
Bard. 


Idea ran 54 minues, considerably 

nger than the average from F. & 

. that alone indicating it has some 

seness. 

Lillian Shade, for whom Al Segal, 
& sick man, came down to play the 

t Friday night's show, did near 
to tremendous, with an encore 
forced before departing. They went 
for Miss Shade's unique style of 
Selling songs and the arrangements. 


Miss Shade’s new pianist is Sid 
Walker, who’s working with her on 
other shows, Segal leaving this week 
for a rest. 

Closing Fletcher Henderson and 
his orchestra of 11, supported by a 
crooning quintet and the team of 
Jordan and Jordan. Latter nearly 
took house down with their madcap 
dance routine, more or less original 
with them. They're pint-size and in 
their number lend it a novel appear- 
ance, 

Henderson has a fine band and 
carries with him several effective 
arrangements, one of ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue,’ admirably played. ‘Time 
My Hands’ mu too long. 

Sol Klein, pit conductor, this week 


“h 
ih 


leads his own arrangement of 
American airs appropriate during 


Washington's birthday week. 
Char. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Feb. 20. 

It’s pretty nea. a novelty bill 
again and no chance for a nap. 
Countess Sonyi and Juan Romeno, 
three men and a woman, start off 
with three wooden soldiers and a 
fourth on horseback. The men are 
inside the soldiers and with noth- 
ing but their faces showing. The 
Countess, dressed strikingly and 
throughout, sings while they ma- 
neuver. Then, before a drop 
adorned with a Russian motif, a 
woman in ZYDSY colors sings, 
seated. With a bright cut-out drop 
the Countess and Romeno do a 
waltz. The Countess introduces all 
the acts, using an attractive accent. 
A man does a tap with acrobatics. 
New drops follow and the class of 
the production is maintained to the 
end. A Spanish dance follows, with 
all in for some acrobatic stunts at 
the finale. It seems like a new act 
and still needs a little tightening up, 
but has stuff. 

Male quartet, called ‘The Four of 
Us,’ has much life and goes over 
big with imitations of radio stars. 
More novelty is one tap from the 
‘Hollywood Parade,’ opening with a 
film of premiere at Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, which could have been better. 
Then the announcer introduces be- 
fore a mike so-called doubles of 
film stars. A ‘Pola Negri’ wisecracks 


a bit and then in a cabaret set 
most of the doubles do stunts. 
A hit is Joe Termini, with the 


‘In Wrong Revue.’ He appears as a 
single, first playing the violin with 
much nonsense and then using a 
banjo. He has trouble with the 
drummer, gets confidential with the 
pianist and tosses the house in 
spasms. Upon insistent demands 
for an encore he does another rou- 
tine with a guitar. They force him 
out again and finally he refuses to 
take any more time, despite the 
applause. The revue starts with 
three men outlining what must be 
had in it. As gangsters, they make 
a girl come out and force her to 
sing, whistle and dance. The revue 
doesn’t get very far, but Termini 
wanders on and wins. The three 
men appear back of the bars and 
a supposedly old man, the sheriff, 
does acrobatics. It looks big, bui 
presumably mostly Termini. 

Robbins Family concludes with 
two young men ané two girls doing 
astonishing stunts in _ acrobatic 
dancing. One of the girls does turn- 
overs faster than any seen here and 
one of the boys is equally amazing. 
Two youngsters are brought in, but 
do little. 

No news, but a Washington pic- 
ture in a show that runs two hours 
and three-quarters. The feature, 
‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ (Par). 
House not filled, Austin. 


DOWNTOWN, L.. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 21. 

Nothing to draw them here this 
week and nothing to please them 
after they’re in. Vaude is below 
the standard set by Bert Levy in 
the four months he has been book- 
ing the house. ‘Cross Examination’ 
(Artcliass) is the feature. Business 
Thursday evening was away off. 
Next week, this house goes to 10 
acts, instead of the usual five. 

Cherry Malone Trio, bar act 
opens. Circus act, not geared for 
vaude, and failed to get more than 
passing interest. All the hoke bits 
employed in the ring including the 
slapstick and broom are used. Bar 
work is oke, but minus thrills. 

Pierre White, onetime musical 
comedy baritone and _= standard 
vaude act, deuced. While White 
retains his appearance and show- 
manship, the pipes are off. Inac- 
tivitv rather than loss of voice can 
be blamed. Accompanied by an 
unbilled pianist. 

Ben Flack’s ‘10 Tiny Tots,’ girls 
weighing over 200 pounds apiece, 
followed. Gross tonnage of this act 
appeals only to the guy who laughs 
with his abdomen. Girls go through 
two routines, a kicking number and 
a ballet, and that’s enough. 

Jack Russell, formerly with Ed- 
die Leonard in vaude, has a good 
appearance and in soft shoe-danc- 
ing is a second edition of Leonard. 
Hlis gags, however, are as old as 
minstrelsy. 

Ward and Pinkie closed. 
could double for Clara Bow. It’s a 
roughouse, face slapping, kicking 
and fall turn. Took one bow and 
stole the second. 

Universal News 


Latter 


and Vitaphone 
Call. 





novelty short filled. 


on | 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 11. 

Empire management, having found 
Jack Hylton profitable, is trying to 
repeat by using another jazz band 
as main draw. This time it’s Ray 
Ventura and his Collegians. This 
is the only French jazz band that 
ever had any success here, and be- 
sides being good, it also enjoys the 
reputation of having successfully 
played England under the auspices 
of Jack Hylton. Once more the Em- 
pire, instead of giving a large num- 
ber of turns in the second half, 
gives one or two short turns, to be 
followed by a 30 or 40 minute act 
to close the performance. 

This week’s bill, after some mu- 
sical numbers, shows a monkey 
turn, Prince Bubu, and some jump- 
ing acrobats, the Racsos, who 
hand. Another acrobatic number is 
three German athletes, the Berde- 
rows, also well received. A female 
singer, who first accompanies her- 
self on a grand piano on the stage, 
and afterwards sings some operatic 
numbers with the pit orchestra, is 


ge 


Suzanne Dubost, who has a fair 
voice and articulates clearly, but 
has no sensational looks, and who 


Paramount presentations, but have 
never been in America. Closing 
first half is a would-be classical 
ballet by the 12 Tabarin girls, who 
do three dancing numbers on tunes 
queerly mixed up, from Rhapsody in 
Blue to Chopin waltzes. They are 
billed as presented by Pierre San- 
drini, who runs the Tabarin estab- 
lishment in Montmartre. 

Second half shows Helen Gray, 
American acrobatic dancer, who 
plays France for the first time, and 
finds it tough to have to do her 
work in ‘one’ on a carpetless stage, 
because the bandstand has to be 
fixed back of the curtain in the 
meantime. She is exceedingly well 
received, both for work and looks. 
A very local entertainer, Prior, then 
kills a few minutes in front of the 
curtain, which is afterwards raised 
on the Ray Ventura band, the latter 
exceedingly well received. Boys are 
dressed in full white, star number 
being a tune rendered in the vari- 
ous ways it would sound with an 
old pit orchestra, on a gramophone, 
on the air, etc. An American tour is 
likely to be arranged for the band. 

Mazi. 


86TH STREET 


It takes a minute or two to get 
used to the idea of Texas Guinan 
and her nymphs cavorting around 
a neighborhood theatre, but there 
it is, with a faithful reproduction 
of the Minsky lobby technique to go 
with it. 

Moreover, for th’: spot, it turns 
the trick. At the early Saturday 
matinee they were lined up at the 
box office and that hasn’t happened 
at that house in quite a stretch of 
memory. Thus is illustrated the 
power of a high powered exploita- 
tion of a personality. 

The entertainment proper—or the 
entertainment itself—is a muddled 
jumble of Minsky, the night club of 
the Coolidge regime of abundant 
money and an intimate stag affair 
in a dance hall whose proprietor is 
broad minded and needs the rent. 
All that is lacking is the runway. 
The rest of the Irving Place is 
there, moderately cleaned up in di- 
alog, but going about all the way 
in the matter of girly undress and 
of what for lack of a better word 
may be called dancing, all presided 
over by the not always dulcet 
Guinan. 

There are incidents of specialty 
sometimes engaging, but the insis- 
tent nagging by the mistress of 
ceremonies of both of the special- 
ists and the audience doesn’t do 
much to speed the proceedings up. 
Comedy is largely made up of bor- 
rowings from burlesque, starting 
with George Givot functioning as a 
stooge in a stage box and doing 
the whole Greek restaurant bit and 
ending with a series of blackouts, 
none of them very new. 

After all, the draw is the Guinan 
publicized name, which is laborious- 
ly capitalized in many gags hav 
ing to do with patrol wagon rides, 
hoosegow stretches and _ conflicts 
with the cops, a very little of which 


goes a long way. Layout of the 
revue—it runs 88 minutes—is dif- 
fuse and _ inexpert. Thing just 
doesn’t build, but runs along con- 


fusedly, reaching high spots of flash 
prematurely and then sagging. For 
one thing it needs a capable stager 
to shape it up and for another it 
calls for pruning, especially the 
Guinan ad ilb clowning. Whole 
business is just thrown together, 
depending upon half naked girls to 


if empha 


impersonations 


Harry Richman are among 





way. 


Tt al 


would benefit by singing through 
a mike. She was razzed on the 
opening day, and foolishly insisted 
on ‘an encore when thumbs were 
down. 

Best number in the first half is} 
Bil and Bil, Italian acrobatic com- 
edians, who have already played 


sustain entertainment which wob- 
bles. 

Introduction of Givot inte the | 
personnel may have changed the 


running around, for he gets plenty 
sis and his dialect chatter 
}and a specialty bit in which he does 
of Chevalier and 
the 
show’s saving graces in a comedy 
Just as a flash the arrange- 


ment is crude. There’s nothing 
about the slave mart bit, but at 
least it has action and zip for its 
kind, and it should be the revue’s 
climax, assuming that they're will- 
ing to leave that kind of impression 
for the crowd to take away with 
them. 

As it is, an inconsequential ballet 
with the girls as gypsies makes the 
finale, with Texas herself doing an 
encore out in ‘one’ with a special 
number wriiten arounc a New York 
columnist and illustrated with the 
| blackouts mentioned. Group of 20 
| girls includes several first-rate 
| steppers and a flock of good lookers, 
|} but the m 
are those of Richard Lane, who ap- 

proximates a burlesque straight 
| man, and Bee Jackson, erstwhile 
| Charleston dancer. 





only 


The Guinan episode is preceded 
iby two acts, Four Wileys (New 
| Acts) and Pettet and Douglas, Nos. 
|1 and 2 in that order. The Pettet- 


Douglas pair have improved vastly 
since their break-in weeks here- 
abouts, particularly the dancing 
finish of the tall boy and the mid- 
get, a combination which makes a 
novelty for a stepping male duo. If 
they could do as much to polish up 
their chatter they would be in line 


for a spot, for their dance tech- 
| nique qualifies as is. 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) feature. 
Rush. 


STATE 


Most of the acts seemed to cut at 
the first show Saturday, but the bill 
ran rather long anyway. However, 
the time consumed might have been 
necessary due to the slightly less 
than average clocking of the feature 
‘Emma’ (Marie Dressler), which is 
down to an hour on its second 
Broadway run. It is unlikely the 
six acts could have been jammed in 
had the feature been longer, 

Plenty of comedy in the fourth 
and fifth spots and a smattering of 
laughs third and closing provide un- 
usual strength in that department, 
while the first two positions contain 
acrobatics and harmony singing, re- 
spectively. More dancing in spots 
up ahead and the excellent novelty 
in the closer, “Tiny Town Revue,’ 
midget act, contributed balance to a 
well rounded and satisfactory lay- 
out, Nobody. knocked any custom- 
ers cold, but there wer no eggs 
either. 

Billy House’s full stager, one of 
the most pliable of the standard 
comedy turns, was down to 22 min- 
utes at this show and had no trou- 
ble covering up the cuts. Eddie 
Lambert (New Acts), who has re- 
verted to the classy billing of Ed- 
ward J. Lambert, appeared to have 
cut less than the other turns, al- 
though he should have been the first 
to slice, not only in this squeeze 
bill, but for anywhere. Five, six or 
even more minutes off his routine 
would do wonders for this dialect 
single with a girl assistant. That 
he did so well in 26 minutes desnite 
much superfluous material spoke 
highly of the natural talent the act 
possesses, It’s a sweet next-to- 
closer that could easily be even 
sweeter. 


The rotund House’s two-part com- 
edy turn looked and played better 
in compact form in this vaudeville 
spot than some time ago as the nu- 
cleus of a complete Loew picture 
house unit. The trimmings aren’t 
so flashy, due to vaudeville’s limita- 
tions, and the company not so nu- 
merous, but the comic and his turn 
are both better suited to a yaude- 
ville stage. In support are three 
girls and two men, with only one 
of the former doing a specialty. An- 
other girl plays perfect straight, 
while the third is just decorative. 
The specialty girl is Rose Alexan- 
der, blonde member of the former 
Alexander Sisters combination, Her 
solo rhythm dance is the act’s 
standout individual effort. 


Stanley Bros. and Atree, siand- 
ard, opened, and the Wilton Sisters, 
in on an emergency, deuced, Tne 
Wilton girls were called in about an 
hour before show time when Fur- 
man, Sharkey and Lorraine dropped 
out. When bookers are in 4 spot, 
they generally look around for vet- 
erans who can jump in and set 
themselves without rehearsing, 
through knowing all the tricks. The 
Wilton girls worked like they had 
been rehearsing all night, edging 
close to a show stop on their vocal, 
piano and fiddle work. It took narve 
to bow off without exit music, as 
they did here, with the applause 
|} that sent them off probably sweeter 
than any music the pit crew could 
devise. 

Frank Melino, third, a ground 
tumbler in eccentric getup and sell- 
ing his three-people affair like a 
comedy act—-which, despite the bum 


is 


|gags, is probably the best w:ige 
into a full fledged vaudeville spot 
for his type of specialized per- 





former. The man and girl assistant 
|jalso contribute some acrobatics be- 
|sides foiling. Melino goes rather 
far for ; 


desires further progress, elimination 


of that face slapping stuff would 
| help. C\uintless knockabout turns 
jhave milked it. 
Buster Shaver and Olive Brasna’s}| 
Tiny Town Revue,’ more punchy on 
| real merit and less of a freak act 
than the average midget layout, 
closed strong in its customary 


fashion. Bige. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 
Chicago, Feb. 20, 
With Baby Rose Marie heading 
this week’s vaude procession, the 
Palace looks likely to slip back a 
notch through the juvenile name not 
figured as strong enough to hold 


b.o. attraction. This in no way re- 
flects on the prodigy’s ability to 
entertain ’em inside, but rather 


the lack of sufficient local exploita- 
tion. On the air little Rose Marie 
has been forging ahead, but still 





programmed | 





» tumbler because he’s doing 
|more than just tumbling, but if he 


| 

i 

| 

a 
." 


not with enough impetus to make 
for a national reputation. 

It may be a matter of opinion, 
again an argument « P, 
in sending this child out in front 
of the olio, with no production back- 


or 


ground of any kind or even color- 
ing. There’s a whale of a differ- 
ence between a properly dressed 
stage in full and a cold, do-or-die 
‘one.’ No conflict on this bill, with 
the only full stage layout on the 
closing end in Anatole Friedland’s 
flash revue, and in front with Joe 


Peanuts’ monkeys. 

Simian frolic opened nicely, not 
burdened with overlength and re- 
peat tricks, usually common to ani- 
mal acts. Peanuts sounds like a 
gag monicker, but at least is catchy. 
First time seen in this house and 
impressive enough for a repeat dur- 
ing the year. Punch stunt, which 
serves as a solid finish for the ring- 
tails, a trapeze trick performed 
by a solo monk. Neither the owner 
of the act nor other attendants ap- 


is 


pear in the open with the tree 
climbers, making the effect all the 
stronger. 

Mills, Kirk and Martin are an- 
other trio of boys on the knock- 
about style and manner of the Ritz 
brothers, Rios and others of that 
clan. They seemed spotted a bit 


too early in the two niche, with not 
enough show in back of them to 
warm things up. They worked hard 
enough, perhaps a bit too hard, 
Obvious bits, such as the old mug- 
slapping and a few other question- 
able items like the nose-rubbing on 
the sleeve, fail to set this turn in 
the original class. 

3aby Marie took No. 3 spot with 
plenty of confidence for such a 
youngster, and proved she can do it. 
This kid is doubtless at the head 
of her class when it comes to de- 
livering ballads and syncopated 
numbers. Perhaps she should do 
more of the former, inasmuch as 
her hot gurgling, which she sends 
over like a matured trouper, takes 
part of that cuteness away. Audi- 
ence reaction seemed to point that 
way. 

Lester Allen, copping second line 
in the billing, has a man-sized job 
with this show. After doling out a 
full measure of his own act with 
Peggy Hoover, the diminutive Allen 
takes over the m.c. reins in the 
Friedland revue. Break for the lat- 
ter which hasn’t an over-supply of 
specialty talent other than the in- 
dividual good work of the girl ‘tine- 
up. With Allen’s help the revue 
runs through a snappy pace, pick- 
ing up blackouts and side bits on 
the way. Specialty numbers by the 
Roy Sisters, Elsa Greenwell, Doro- 
thy Morgan, Joan Pajet, Betty Dear 
and Ken Harvey clicked handily. 
Jerome Mann fits in neatly as a 
singing juve, also working with Al- 
len in a few bits. Outstanding in 
this turn is the better than average 
work of the chorus. They supply 
a well-needed wallop. 

Allen, next to closing, and doing 
a conventional vaude routine, with 
Peggy Hoover's looks and limbs a 
contributing eyeful. Allen is still 
using his old reliable burlesque on 
John McCormack, originally done 
by him in Le Maire’s first ‘Affairs.’ 
Allen was at his best in that show, 
perhaps too good to follow himself 
in vaude or picture house. Allen is 
a first string light comic, with a 
decided funny streak in him, but 
he needs the proper atmosphere and 
material, 

‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) heading 
the screen end, with usual trailers 
and newsreels, Trade somewhat 
slow in starting. Span. 


HIPPODROME 


Business slightly off Saturday af- 
ternoon, doubtless due to the Wash- 
ington’s birthday holiday and peo- 
ple scramming out of town over the 


weekend. Not down enough, how- 
ever, to be serious, with chances 
even that anything lost Saturday 
will be made up before week is out. 

Stage show rates a little above 
average and along with feature, 
‘Final Edition’ (Col), ought to pull 


a little on word of mouth. 
A homey touch is provided through 
Stuart and Lash, with their after- 
piece, and also working in another 
act farther up ahead, Grad and Raf- 
ferty (New Acts). Clowning in that 
act, introducing Davey and Rose- 
mary, sixth, and then doing their 
own turn and the afterpiece, the 
second half of the show works like 
an intact. For the road those last 
four acts wouldn’t be half bad, al- 
though without any names for the 
lights. 
Stuart and Lash the 


open Grad 


}and Rafferty flash, with one of the 


| boys dropping into the pit to con- 
duct the orchestra and gag. In turn, 
Grad and Rafferty, crack dancers, 
appear in the S. and L. afterpiece 


closing the show. 

It all works out neatly so far as 

flash concerned. Closing is 
(Continued on page 31) 
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clumsy, with Stuart and Lash not 
doing so well on a gag and the en- 
sembles in the Grad and Rafferty 
act off by that time. Additionally 
at the Saturday mat, Davey and 
Rosemary rushed on rapidly, killing 
any possible chances of an encore. 
In the Stuart and Lash afterpiece 
they use a nine-piece girl orchestra 


billed as ‘Jovialities’ and in this 
spot give their girl assistant from 
the regular act her big chance in 
comedy and dancing. 

Davey and Rosemary, juggling act 
with a running chatter, struck a 
gusher of approbation, doing as weil 


Over here as at any of the smaller 
houses—unusual, 

First half of the eight-act layout 
is opened by, Lois Torres and Her 
garcelonians, pleasantly presented 
acrobatic flash. The colorful Span- 
ish costumes do much to lend a 
touch of class, even if the acro rou- 
tines are not outstanding. 

Frank Swanee and Joe Daly (New 
Acts) deuced to quite satisfying re- 
sults. Young Swanee, who makes 
a neat appearance, has a voice of 
some strength. He found no trouble 
at all in reaching the back rows and 
without apparently straining him- 
self. Daly, his pianist, breaks the 
routine with some swell pianistics. 

That funny sight, Joe Jackson, 
third, with his breakaway bike. 
horn, torn clothes and other imple- 
ments of the tramp comedian. Jack- 
son did well Saturday afternoon, 
prolonging his studied pantomime a 
good ways without doing much rid- 
ing. The one act on the bill for the 
kids as well as the grownups. 

Art Henry, who tries to draw hu- 
mor from frequently telling his 
comely girl assistant he'll ‘clout her 
one,’ went off a little lighter than he 
Should under’ ordinary circum- 
stances. One difficulty may be that 
while, in essence, Henry has a mod- 
erately worthy turn for the neigh- 
borhoods, he talks a little too much. 
Over here he did a brief encore that 
was anything but called for, and did 
that let him down quietly. 

New pit conductor in here, Fred 
Weper. For holiday week he’s ba- 
toning the bunch in a special] ar- 
rangement of ‘Yankee Doodle,’ 
which serves the occasion fittingly. 

Pathe News and usual trimmings. 
Char. 





JEFFERSON 


Six-act layout the first half should 
have a much stronger pace and a 
snap to it, due to its brevity in con- 
trast to the former eight-act bills. 
Runs but 75 minutes, probably due 
to the length of the feature, ‘High 
Pressure’ (Warner). For the main 
part the stage show travels a slow 
pace and with the exception of one 
act, Lyons and Snyder, failed to get 
the audience excited at the first 
show Saturday. 

Four Felts and Mia (New Acts) 
start off with rowdy antics by four 
boys and drift into a comedy adagio. 
Plenty of rough spots. 

Roger Williams, in the deuce, fair. 
Williams goes through a variety of 
imitations, with his string instru- 
mental impressions standing out. 
Includes some difficult numbers, 
such as impersonating a four-piece 
band and a pipe organ. Latter 
closes. 

George Whiting and Sadie Burt 
followed with character songs. Not 
until the finish did the mob wake up. 
Stanley, Lester and De Mar (New 
Acts) have a smart comedy turn, 
including songs and dances. Act 
moves fast. 

Lyons and Snyder gave the bill its 
first and last sock. Miss Lyons, 
formerly of Weston and Lyons, is a 
clever low comedienne and clowns 
all over the stage. Snyder makes a 
natural foil. Patter is peppy and 
has punch. For finish Miss Lyons 
renders two songs, one a pop and 
the other from a ‘Scandals’ of some 
years back. 

Four Kadex (New Acts), three 
boys and a femme, in acrobatics. 
Girl works on a large elevated steel 
bar and acts as support for the 
three boys. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 16. 

House half full for the last show 
ofa Tuesday night and the weather 
continuing a protracted siege of un- 
usualness, So those there were not 
just caught in the rain but had 
come on purpose. They liked the 
six acts and asked for more. 

Spotting was a problem with 
three sets of harmonizers to place. 
sill ran Embassy Trio, Claudia 
Coleman, Charles Carrer, Hallelujah 
Quartet, Irene Vermillion and Jack 
McLallen. First four held to 30 
minutes, throwing the emphasis to 
Miss Vermillion’s educated back- 
bone and McLallen’s slow motion 
crossfire for another 31 minutes. 
Switching latter two spots would 
have been better. Feature was 
Eddie Quillan in ‘The Big Shot’ 
(Pathe). 

McLallen’s light material was 
stretched surprisingly for results. 
He took two to three minutes to 
develop some gags with his panse 
wop foil, but garnered laughs en 
route. Wop’s disdainful way of 
saying ‘No’ got to be a laugh in it- 
self, and twice they scored on pure 





~~ 


unadulterated silence. Wop whipped 
up a keyboard accordion in a solo 
interlude, and a cute femme assist- 
ant was given the final for a ballad 

Material leaned on the house that 
Chie built to an extent that might 
offend the fastidious but wowed 
this house. Also heavy on trade- 
marks, McLallan giving two men- 
tions to Sears-Roebuck and one 
each to BVD, Essex, and Fanchon 
& Marco. Last two distinct digs. 

Irene Vermillion’s trick twisting 
is to dance rhythm, Her one-arm 
wheeling and twists had enough 
grace to kill the contortion stigma. 
House approved throughout. Her | 
three solos separated by a trio of | 
girls in team singing and dancing; 
thev opened and closed as string 
accompanists to Miss Vermillion. 

Hallelujah quartet is a desertion 
from the colored musical, ‘Lucky 
Boy. They put in three numbers, 
making them trick larnyx 
effects, and encored with a steel 
guitar imitation that bowed them 
out strong. Only act given a recep- 
tion. 

Charles Carrer, juggling waiter, 
went through a quick routine han- 
dling a tray full of punch glasses 
and other table articles with finesse. 
Seemed nervous, but his fumbles 
were all between tricks. 

Claudia Coleman did four char- 
acterizations in the deuce _ spot. 
Some have a familiar sound here, 
but the more familiar the better 
the house liked them. . 

Opener was the Embassy Trio, 
boys in team stepping and vocaliz- 
ing. Mild gag pantomime in the 
foot work got mild response. 


STATE, L. A. 
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75% 





that ‘a girl that pretty shouldn't 
walk off without any applause 
made the situation embarrassing 


for both audience and performer. 
Eddie Borden, with an English 
fop stooge and Dot Brown at the 
accordion, used bits of various 
chatter routines he has worked and 
managed to build his turn to the 
expected proportions by the time it 
was over. 

Zimbalist, a cousin of his better 
known namesake, stepped from a 
band chair to do ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ 
on an harmonica with considerable 
artistry, but didn’t return to the 
chair and thereby identified himself 
as an act. The band’s regular ’cel- 
list also came front for a mixture 
of pantomime and monolog bearing 
much evidence of professionalism. 


Miss Digges closed the bill, work- 
ing in front of all previous acts for 
a cheap finish. Alone the girl’s rou- 
tine would not be so out of place. 


‘The Champ’ (Metro) second run 
locally, attracting business. Metro- 
tone newsreel included. Bang. 


DENVER 


Denver, Feb. 1T. 


Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Carmenesque’ 
is a fast-moving stage show and a 
kaleidoscope riot of color. Initial 
setting mountains in Mexico with 
hacienda in foreground. Three ma- 
tadores and three madrinas dance 
with the line and act as masters 
and mistresses of ceremonies. The 
men chatter in Spanish and the 
girls interpret. Routine with tams 
and castanets. 

Second routine is difficult with 
line riding globes around stage, 
with one falling off occasionally— 
good for a laugh. All the time they 
are waving what appear to be old- 
fashioned flychasers made of tissue 
paper cut in strips and tacked to 
end of stick—one in each hand. 
Not a slow motion but fast and 
hard to do—especially for a dozen 
femmes. 


Matadores and madrinas do com- 
edy stunt before huge Spanish 
shawl used as drop, and as com- 
edians they are good dancers. 
When they got down to business in 
straight dancing they are enjoyed. 

Ray Sax must have been an m.c. 
when they were in style—he plays 
enough - instruments — and well. 
While playing two clarinets bends 
over backward till head rests on 
floor. Third drop bright green with 
huge senorita painted in bright col- 
ors. Line in pyramid formation on 
steps with each hiding behind two 
huge half-circle fans. Used in rou- 
tine making rose-colored back- 
ground for Anita Lou in her dance 
and tumble riumber. 


The lady that sings like a man— 
Rose Valyda—was much better 
when she sang like a woman. The 
O’Gorman Brothers entertained with 
chatter. Final scene Mex ranch 
with line on stilts doing intricate 
routine. A flashy number with gilt 
and red costumes against black 
backdrop. 


Fred Schmitt’s overture was 
‘Sweethearts’ for Valentine’s Day, 
and all the selections were sweet- 
heart numbers. Towards the end 
of the overture a drop is lowered 
with three huge hearts. In the cen- 
ter of the middle is a smaller one, 
and out of this steps an eight-year- 
old girl, who does a nest dance. 
Selections included ‘Sweethearts,’ 
‘Let Me Call You Sweetheart,’ ‘Td 
Love to Call You Sweetheart,’ ‘Good 
Night Sweetheart,’ ‘You're a Real 
Sweetheart’ and ‘Sweethearts on 
Parade.’ 








MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

Stage show light on names this 
week, the barrage of big guns with 
which the house reopened some 
weeks ago having been tuned down. 
(Ted Lewis was headliner last 
week.) Idea now seems to build own 
reviews and to take full advantage 
of well-trained prectsion chorus, 
ussing them for as many numbers 
as can possibly be worked in. Draw 
this week probably figured to be 
Paramount’s ‘Tomorrow and Tomor- 
row,’ anyway, With stage merely 
helping out. 

Ads call the offering a musical 
comedy review and it flashes screen 
title ‘In the Air,’ because it uses @ 
Zeppelin drop and the line girls rou- 
tine in trick aviation costume. Bis- 
rest name featured is that of Milton 
Berle, unknown here, with his run 
at the Palace meaning nothing to 
local audiences. 


He comes on cold before a bare 
curtain, and wisely cuts down the 
Broadway line not to shoot over the 
heads of the customers. Function- 
ing as m. ec. in show that ought to 
be called ‘Curtains,’ he comes on and 
off, getting better all the time, so 
that toward the end the audience 
has warmed up aplenty. Berle has 
prepared a couple of gags with local 
flavor, a local parody on ‘Roll On, 
Mississippi,’ and a good topical] song 
number. They help put him over, 8 
does the way his chatter avoids the 
oiliness of the average m. c. 


After Berle, curtain opens on 
mixed chorus (16) singing some- 
thing. Planes flashed behind them, 
line girls in air costume (24) weave 
in, and routine leads to Zeppelin 
drop. Back to curtain again, and 
Berle brings on Evelyn Hoey. This 
young woman has played here be- 
fore and alwa:s to a big hand with 
her torch and blues songs and a 
mean little hip movement. Song, ‘I 
Should Hate You,’ hits the mark, 
and Berle’s clowning helps her con- 
siderably. Dolores, Douglas and 
Eddy next to the first set scene, a 
colorful tambourine number with 
ballet in costume. Well staged and 
graceful adagio registered favorably 
and deserved the hand it received. 


Berle before curtain again, pad- 
ding and slowing the pace to a 
standstill. Then Harry Burns and 
company, Italian dialect comedian, 
seen here before, has good line. 
Uses stumpy stooge and two women, 
and is on too long, gagging with 
Berle at end superfluous, customers 
getting fidgety. Big finale is balloon 
numbers, girls wearing scores of il- 
luminated balloons against moving 
cloud background. Different but 
slow. 


Beth Piett credited for dance. A 
fast and snappy finale might have 
helped overcome a one hour show 
padded like an overstuffed sofa. 


Milton Charles, singing organist, 
is a weekly feature here and very 
popular. This week’s program rep- 
resentative sings ‘You Are My 
Everything,’ Gives the audience a 
couple of choruses to warble and 
tags up with some clever parodies. 
Well liked by femmes, who give him 
big support. Mastbaum also has a 
full-sized orchestra, with David 
Ross at the conductor’s stand. 
Waters. 


STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 


Stanley celebrating its fourth an- 
niversary this week with “Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow’ on screen and a 
plenty top-heavy presentation. Lat- 
ter has a flock of talent and some 
swell production numbers, and on 
paper looks like a better show than 
it turns out to be. Chief trouble 
seems to. be the spotting, layout 
sagging too often and particularly 
when it shouldn't, 


Show had plenty of high spots, 
but quite a few dull ones as well. 
That'll probably be rectified later, 
however. It usually is here, as early 
shows rarely indicate what they'll 
be like later, management generally 
requiring a day to get set. 


A couple of turns could easily be 
eliminated. They wouldn’t be missed 
and, what’s more, they slow up the 
proceedings. Opening finds chorus 
in full stage in front of huge birth- 
day cake with Roy Sheldon follow- 
ing in one in an acrobatic dance 
that didn’t mean a thing. Monroe 
and Grant follow Sheldon in a first- 
rate tumbling act, boys coming out 
in a trick auto truck that hides 
their trempolin. Could have used a 
better finish, though, which may 
have cut in a bit on their returns. 

Three Rhythm Dancers next, col- 
ored trio going through the usual 
tap challenge stuff without which 
no presentation appears to be com- 
plete these days and which audi- 
ences should be getting fed up with 
by now. It’s a minor version of the 
Hoops number from ‘Band Wagon’ 
following, with Dick Powell, m.c., 
and Dorothy Bushey doing the 
Astaires and getting away with it 
nicely. Trick lighting at the end 
even gives it something of the re- 
volving stage effect in the original. 

Nell Kelly in one works herself up 
to the usual boiling point. This 
gal’s a tireless worker and has yet 
to fail to get across around here. 
Does three numbers, taking a cou- 
ple of bows, and returning next-to- 











closing to give Powell a merry time 
of it with her lambasting. 

Next is ‘Why Darkies Were Born,’ 
with Powell doing an Everett Mar- 
shall, backed up by a group of 
jubilee singers. It’s staged in great 
fashion and m.c. outdoes himself, 
selling the number okay and hitting 
high registers with ease. It’s the 
most pretentious thing Powell has 
ever undertaken locally and it got 
over big. Britt Wood, harmonica 
comedian, gets off to a slow start, 
probably due more to the spot than 
anything else, but winds up big, do- 
ing a flock of encores before mob 
would let him get away. 

After the Powell-Kelly  set-to, 
finale reveals girls draped about the 
huge birthday cake, lighted this 
time, with four of ’em dropping 
down from the flies to represent 
four candles. It’s a great flash and 
got a hand. 


Band works all through in the pit, 
with Dave Broudy directing. Down- 
stairs for the late afternoon show 
little more than half filled. 

Cohen. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Feb. 19. 


Presentation at Imperial this week 
starts with laffs, holds them for 
over half of the 41-minute bill and 
finishes in a wail of femme-shrieks 
as Capt. Willie Mausse does his 
‘Whirl of Death,’ an act that has 
played here before and never fails to 
thrill. Dark stage and giant cir- 
cumference of red bulbs lining 
wheel add to eerieness and good 
showmanship. 

Not much expenditure on sets, bill 
opening in full stage with black 
velvet backdrop and three pyramids 
for formation groupings of ballet. 
Line-up on in afternoon gowns, 
droopy hats and parasols. Usual 
routine with Ray Angwin warbling. 
Mignone on in an acrobatic number; 
cleverness obscured by raiment that 
conceal the knots into which the 
brunet half-pint ties herself. Still 
scored but would have been more 
effective in the customary costume 
for this type of number. 

Boyce Combe before the drapes 
in a silly ass bit, his old-time sneez- 
ing monolog scoring. Tough bit in 
such a large house where facial ex- 
pression means nothing. Registered. 
Combe acting as m. ec. during bal- 
ance of bill and doing very nicely. 
Ballet out in two in a nurse-maid 
number, all with prams and into 
cross-stage drills with baby-howl 
effects from pit band adding. Girls 
use the baby dolls for arm drills 
and then into a marionette number, 
manipulations drawing laffs with 
babes doing splits, charleston, etc., 
and a stiff-legged walk-off. Girls 
had to come back for an encore and 
then begged off. 

Gene Sheldon and Sherry out for 
second half. Act new up here. 
Blonde in black velvet gown scores 
on torch number, and banjo comic 
out for roughhouse and tangle-finger 
bit. Takes banjo to accompany girl 
and more laffs with wrong-cue biz 
Pair finally in harmony, with girl's 
low-down going over nicely and 
comic’s benjoing bringing down 
house. Out for about five bows and 
then obliges with a burlesqued trav- 
esty of dance styles, rich in falls and 
finishing with the Will Mahoney bit 
of off-balancing. Again chalks up a 
bull’s-eye. 

Ballet back on one-wheel bikes for 
full-stage offering. More laffs as 
girls go down, one youngster scoring 
with habitual frightened expression 
as turns are made. Took audience 
a few minutes to see that falls and 
mix-ups were intentional, and de- 
notes faulty timing. Mausse closing 
with loop-the-loop and howls from 
the femmes. 

Greatest audience response at the 
Knevels house for many moons, and 
whole bill exceptionally well bal- 
anced. <A truly unusual bil for a 
pic-prez house, with headine calibre 
of acts, plus clever work of line-up, 
making for a performance that 
should do well on word-of-mouth 
advertising. Feature film is ‘No One 
Man,’ McStay. 


BOULEVARD, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 16. 

Fanchon & Marco usually break 
in their raw units at this house 
first half of each week after three 
similar days at the more suburban 
Manchester; but this week ‘Art 
Gallery’ comes in as a smooth show 
after five months on the road. Took 
this date because it isn’t playing 
Loew’s State, where it opened be- 
fore jumping to St. Louis. 

Affords one of the infrequent 
glimpses this town has of F. & M. 
shows that have been running for 
some time and in the case of this 
Leonidoff production seasoning has 
built the applause-winning capa- 
bilities. It is surefire, with Felovis, 
headlining juggler, and the Three 
Society Steppers the standouts. 
Both turns are putting it on a lot, 
the hoofers overdrawing their 
clowning and Felovis carrying his 
build-up failures and almost-drop- 
ping of props to extremes not nec- 
essary in so successful an act. 

Teddy King, new m.c., is in the 
pit with the band and doesn’t get 
much of a chance to shine, waving 
the baton capably during the over- 
ture of two medleys before the 
stage show starts. Aside from a 
propensity to take his bow before 








the band cuts off at each number's 


—_—3 


Concert Fees 


(Continued from page 1) 


sarios gradually instituting the per. 
centage deal to replace the flat. 
sum guarantee. 

If the 50 leading concert person. 
alities gave recitals in 50 different 
cities on the same night, their fixeg 
fees would amount to well over 
$100,000. Yet hardly 10 of these 
names, who command such big per. 
centages and guarantees, are known 
to the general public. Many are 
strange even to show business. 

Tibbett’s Film Aid 


On musical ability alone, Pad. 
erewski is probably the one best 
imprinted on the public conscious- 
ness in general, The Polish pianist 


is almost as well known for hig 
service as premier of his native 
land. Schumann-Heink, at 70, ig 


the oldest performer still active ana 
is remembered for the dramatie 
choice she made during the war, 
Lawrence Tibbett and Grace Moore 
are film-created so far as the gen- 
eral public is concerned, with the 
former now scaled at four times ag 
much as in his pre-talker days. 

John McCormack is synonymoug 
with Irish ballads; to mention the 
one is to think of the other. Mary 
Garden is perhaps as well known 
for the perfume named after her ag 
for any other reason, 

For a comparative newcomer the 
asking price of Lily Pons, despite 
her popularity, staggers. Her man- 
ager has quoted western impres- 
sarios a $4,000 guarantee, the next 
$1,500 to go for expenses and above 
that a 60/40 split with the singer 
on the long end of the gross. 

Relation of concert prices to 
phonograph record popularity is 
sometimes out of proportion with 
Richard Crooks, at $1,500, per con- 
cert outselling the discs of Law- 
rence Tibbett, at $3,250. 

Number of concerts given yearly 
varies from 40 to 80 with the aver- 
age around 65. Many of the lower- 
priced artists build up their annual 
gross to match the top-money stars 
by doing double their number of 
concerts. 

Small proportion of the stars are 
willing to work on a percentage 
basis, although Paderewski, Kreis- 
ler, and Hoffman are doing so in 
many spots on an 80/20 basis. 

Concert fees are about one-third 
higher in the U. 8S. than elsewhere, 
because of greater expense and 
higher admission prices. Guaran- 
tees fluctuate according to the 
size of the cities played, though 
rarely changing more than $500 for 
the highest scaled artists. 

Following is an approximate list 
of prevailing fees being asked per 
concert: 


Ignace Paderewskl......+c000 $5,000 


Amelita Galli-Curcl...ccseee 4,500 
Fritz Kreisler....cccccecccsece 4,500 
John McCormack..sccccerese 4,000 
TAY POOR scccccccecceccecoe 4000 
Feodor Chaliapin..ceccsesess 3,500 
Beniamino Gigli. cececcesecce 3,500 
Rosa Ponselle ..ccccccccceces 3,500 
Lawrence Tibbett..ccccceceee 3,200 
La Argentina...cecsccesesee 8,000 
Yehudi Menuhin.....cccecese a 8,000 
Serge Rachmaninoff....ccsee 3,000 
Roland Hayes.....cccccsececee 3,000 
Maria Jeritza eeccce seeeeesece 2,500 
Giovanni Martinelli...cccess ee 2,500 
Mary Wigman....cccccecccese 2,500 
Jascha Heifets. cccccecoeseoe 2,250 
THO BONIGGsscicvcscseccsecse O20 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink.. 2,000 
Elisabeth Rethberg.......e.- 2,000 
Rose RAISK..scccece sossceces BOOT 
Josef Hoffman.ececcsscccccoee 2,000 
Lucrezia Borl. coee sessccoesoce 2,000 
Con, Supervia. cccecessceoces 2,000 
Mary Garden..cccassscccoser 1,750 
Sigrid Onegin. .ececcees eeeecoe 1,750 
Claudio Mudio..ccccccccccsee 1,760 
Paul POOR is sc odd 000484004 1,750 
John Charles Thomas... seses 1,500 
Viadimir Horowitz. eeeececeoce 1,500 
Richard CROOKS. oc cco sececoes 1,500 


Duis. GiaMMINl, «ecoscesecesece 1,500 
Mischa BRE. 0 0600 60eeoeoes 
Bi, MroutSbere: .sacisssssesssa 3 
Myre HOGS. ccccccccccccessee 1 
Ignace Friedman. cceccccocess 1 
Edward JohnsSon...ccccscocese 1 
Efrem TAmdalist. «ccscececece 1,200 


Florence Austral...csccceccee 1,200 
Josef Lhevinne..cccccescccee 1,200 
Clare Claerbert...cccccccseses 1,200 
Jewe BMutth..sccccccscccecsce 4,500 
For $1,000 

Reputed in the $1,000 class are: 
Albert Spaulding, Claire Dux, 
Frances Alda, Mario Chamlee, 


Charles Hackett, Mischa Levitzkl, 
Vincente Escudero, Grace Moore, 
Alfred Cortot, Angna Enters, Kath- 
arine Meisle. 





finish, King appears personable and 
ingratiating. 

Business scant last night of first 
half, with film ‘House Divided 





(Universal). 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (FEB. 27) 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 20) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inc.cate 


show, whether full or split week 


opening day of 











RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 


Palace 
Jans & Wh 
Barbara St 
Frank Fay 
(Five to fi 

(20) 


Bernice «& 
Golden Bile 
Jack Whiti 


(27) 
alen 
anwyck 


Il) 


Emily 
yndes 
ng 


Smith & Dale 


Sophie Tuc 
Bill Robins 


ker 
on 


2a half (2-4) 
Claire Douglas & B 
Kay Hamilton 
Carl Shaw Co 
Dezo Reetter 
Leavitt & yy 


Paddy Cliffe Or 

2d half (2 (26). 
Walters R’ney & K 
Hilda Rogers Co 


Clyfe Hagar 


Lulu McConnell Co 





Somers & Hunt 





HA 





VE YOU 


f Four Golden Blondes ? 


This Week (Feb. 20) at t 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Special Material Written by 


JEAN PAUREL 


SEEN THE 














205 West 57th Street Circle 7-5420 1 
Chester Lovely Ladies 
ist half (27-1) Royal — 
Jackson & Gardner Ist half (27-1) 
Yantis Blair Co 4 Freshmen 
Welch & Hills Vincent O’ Donnell 
B Callaway Orch Paul Morton Co 
2d half (2-4) oe go 
e Giersdorf Co ohnny yre 
ee & Knight 2a half (2-4) 
Jean Bedini Geo Dormonde Co 
Collins & Peterson] Lane & Harper 
Amy Steele Laff Parade 
2d half (24-26) Welch & Hills 
Gautier’s Shop Jack White's Rev 
King Bros & Cully 2a half (24-26) 
Chesleigh & Leach] Tracey & Hay 
Vaugh DeLeith Edwards & Morse 
Hunter & Percival Al Norman. 
Karavaeff Night on Rio 
Coliseum Frank Conville 
Ist half (27-1) BROOKLYN 
Don Santo & Exie Albee (27) 
Pierce & Velie Nelson Family 
Stuart & Lash Carl Freed 
Jovialties Dorothy Stone 
(Two to fill) Pat Rooney & dr 
2a half (2-4) Harry — 
ve Harris 2 
ent of Skillet Larry Rich Rev 
(Four to fill) Flushing 
2a half (24-26) Ist half (27-1) 
4 Wileys Dave Harris 
Bob DuPont (Four to fill) 
Mills & Robinson 2a half (2-4) 





~ EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED. 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


NROCKE 





BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 








Coly-Murray Rev 


Russ Brow 


n 


Kate Smith 


86th 
1st half 


Russ Brow 
Bis of Ski 
(Four to fi 

2d half 


(27-1) 
n 

llet 

ll) 
(2-4) 


Vaughn DeLeath 


(Five to fil 


1) 


2d half (24-26) 
Gioria Lee Co 
Madeline Patrice 


Pepito 


Eddie Stanley 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Frank Fay 


Fordham 
Ist half (27-1) 
(To fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Blanche Calloway 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 


James Eva 


ns 


Jack Petet & B 
Texas Guinan Co 


Franklin 
Ist half (27-1) 
Olendorf 
Blue Roth & Stone 
Jimmy Lyons 


Will Osborne Orch 
(Four to fill) 

2a haif (24-26) 
Chris Carlton 
Russ, Marconi & J 
Montrose & Reyn’'ds 
D & E Barstow 
Benny Rubin 

Ist half (27-1) 
Bill Robinson Co 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Frank Conville 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Geo Dormonde 
Major Sharp & M 
Rogan & Triger 
Davis & Darnell 
Eddie Hanley 
Blanche Calloway 

Madison 

Ist half (27-1) 
F & P Trado 
Vaughn DeLeath 
Frank Conville 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (2-4) 
Bill Robinson Co 
(Four to fill) 

2a half (24-26) 
DeWolf Metc’f & F 
Allen & Eddy 











Do 
You 


Need 


Tailor 





GAGS? 
DANCE ROUTINE? 
SPECIAL SONGS? 


Consult HARRY PUCK 

made song and dance mate- 

rial written especially to your style 

Room 1014, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. 
Phone BRyant 9-57416 


) Fred 








a. 





Pirate Queen 


Leavitt & 


Lockw’'d 


Paddy Cliffe Orch 


2d half 


(2-4) 


Roxy LaRocca 


Billy Clair 


e Co 


Jack Herbert 


Joe Laurie 

2d half 
4 Felts & 
Don 
Lyons & S 
Guyer & I 


Co 
(24-26) 
Mia 


Humbert 


nyder 
duffy 


Bert Walton 
Sun Dodgers 
Hippodrome (27) 


teams 
Ruth 

Cole Bros 
Detorges 


Rio 
toye 


& K 


3 Bredwins 


Jim mw 


liams 


20) 


Lois Senn 
Swan Nee 
Two 
Joe 
Art Henry 
Grad & R: 
Stuart & 

Jovialties 


s 


& Daily 


Daveys 
. Jackson 


ifferty 
Lash 


Jefferson 


1 : 
Ist half 
Geo 
Geo 


Ann 


Lyons 
Ji udy 


Darmonde 


(27-1) 
Co 


& 


‘uyer & Duffy ‘ 


Hunter & 
Naravaeff 


; 
Percival 


30b Ripa 
Hurst & Vogt 
Diamond Boys 
Porcelain Romance 
AKRON 
Palace (27) 
Thurston 
20) 
Van Horn & Inez 
Hal Sherman 
Dave Apollon 
ALBANY 
Palace 
Ist half (27-1) 
Grace Elder Co 
Hutchins & Smith 


Buck & Bubbles 
Weist & Stanton 
2a half (2-4) 
Mills & Robinson 
4 Blondes 
(Twp to fill 
2d half (24-26) 
Roger Ball Co 


Tom Fulmer Co 

Oscar Lorraine 

Olivette 
BIRMINGHAM 


Keith’s (20) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Rey 

ATLANTA 

Keith's (27) 
Klnuting’s E’tainers 
Forum Boys 


Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 








(20) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Morris & Campbell 
BALTIMORE 
Keith’s (20) 
Olympia Winners 
Neeila Godelle 
Sis of Skillet 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (27) 
Paul Remos 
Dalton & Craig 
Lillian Roth 
Chas Slim Timblin 
Olivette Co 
(20) 
Nelson Family 
Carl Freed 
Dorothy Stone 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (27) 
Van Horn & I 
Hal Sherman 


Dave Apollon Co 
(Two to fill) 
(20) 
Jack Randall 
Maidie & Rae 
Benny Ross 
Danny Duncan 
Rae Samuels 
CE DAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (27-1) 
Erlen Sis 
Frankie Finn 
Harry Savoy Co 
Betty J Cooper Co 


CHICAGO 

Palace (27) 
M Colleano Co 
Peter Higgins 


Crystal 3 
Raymond Baird 
Sullivan & Higs 
Rita Royce ; 
DE TROIT 
Keith’s (20) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Borah Minnevit 
Johnny Perkins 
Downtown 
Ist half (27-1) 
Seiler & Wills 
Bud Harris 
2a half (2-4) 
Sullivan & Higgins 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Stearns & Dean 
Webb & Lane 
FORT WAYNE 


Keith's 
Ist half (27-1) 
Zelda Bros 
Fulton & Parker 
Sidney Page Co 
Gracella & Theod're 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith's 
Ist half (27-1) 
Karoli Bros 
Lyon Fe i der 


rR 2 y 
INDI iN AP OL Is 
Lyric (27) 


Wm H Groh 
Lorraine & Digby 
Milis Kirk & M 


Bal Accordian 5 
Frank Richardson 


Karoli Bros 
Charles Brugge 
Bernard & Henry 








CHRISTENSEN BROS. 
AND CO. 
“Creators of the modern ballet’’ 





Dir.—Roger E. Murrel Agency 
Joe Herbert Co Sidney Page Co 
Trini Rose’s Midgets 
Jordan KANSAS CITY 


& Woods 
(20) 


Joe Peanuts 
Mills Kirk & M 
3aby Rose Marie 
Allen & Hooveer 
Anatole’s Affairs 
Jerome Mann 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (27) 
Danny White Co 
Rae & Harrison 
Morton Downey 
Tony Wons 
Jacques Renard Or 
(20) 
Maurice Colleano 
Peter Higgins 
Joe Herbert Co 
Trini 
Jordan & Woods 
CLEVELAND 
(Palace (27) 
Joe Peanuts 
Jérome Mann 
Anatole’s Affairs 
Gene & Glenn 
20 


Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 
105th St. (27) 
Olsen & Johnson 


) 
Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
DeVito & Denny 


(Keith’s (27) 
carl Lindsay Rev 
Marion 


(20) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs Orch 
Stuart (27) 
Frank Radcliffe Co 
(20) 
Nice Florio & L 
Donovan Girls & I 
LOS ANGELES 


Hillstreet (27) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 


Marcella’s Dancers 


(20) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
7mil Boreo 
Billy Wells & 

MADISON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (27-1) 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Lewis & Ames 
Herbert Ger'd’'e & V 
2d half (2-4) 
Galla Rini & Sis 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Herbert Rawlinson 
Joe Thomas Saxotet 








BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


Harriman & Reeves 
(20) 


Fays 


Wilson Kepple & B 





Dir.: Wm. Diamond, james Plunkett Office 
DALLAS MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (27) Keith's (27) 
Wallace Sis Ebony Follies 
Bob Nelson Healy & Cross 
Owen McGivney W & G Ahearn 
Anger & Fair A & M Havel 
(20) (20) 
Lita Wales 6 Avalons 
Harry Delmar Rev | Hal Neiman 
DAVENPORT Donatella Bros & € 
Keith’s Barry & Whitleze 
Ist half (27-1) MINNEAPOLIS 
Crystal 3 Keith’s (27) 
Raymond Baird 6 Avalons 
Sullivan & Higgins| Hal Neiman 


Rita Royce Co 

2d half (2-4) 
Bobby & King 
Chester Fredericks 
Sanborne Co 


(Oneto fill) 
2d half tea. 26) 
Fiochi Tr 


Carlena Diamond 
Geo McKay Co 
Frank Radcliffe Co 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (27) 
Gloria Lee & H 2 
Victor Oliver 


Nan Halperin 
Cass Muck & O 
20) 

Benny Me oroff Orch 
DENVER 
Keith’s (27) 

3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M B 
Ledova 
(2 
obinson & DeWitt 


Barry & Whitlege 
(20) 


Krugel & Robles 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Rrank Libuse 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (27) 
Atlas LaMarr & PB 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
(20) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (27) 
Robinson & DeW 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 


Earl Lir 
Sid Marion 
Nick Lucas 





Donatella Bros & C 


Chappelle & Carlton 


‘¢ 





JACK SIDNEY 


HEADLINED 


“Manhattan Idea” 


and DOBSON 





In F. & M. 
Dir., CARGILL 
Ada Brewn 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
DES MOINES 
Keith's 
Ist half (27-1) 
Bobby & King 
Eddie White 


Chester Fred’ks Co 


Fred Sanborne Co 
2d half (2-4) 
Erlen Sis 
Frankie Finn 
Harry Savoy Co 
Betty Jane Cooper 
‘One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 


4 Ortons 
NASHVILLE 
Keith’s (27) 

Harris Twins & I. 

Fred Craig Jr 

Joe E Howard 

Ray Hughes & P 

(20) 

Les Klicks 

Masters & 

Frank Richardson 

Harriman & Ree 

NEWARK 


Grace 


Keith’s (27) 
Larry Rich Rev 
(20) 





falph Olsen Co 





| kind ever presented here.’’— 


| 





| 


| 





| 
EE 
| 
| 
| 


Bertolino 
Don Santo & Exie 
Weist & Stanton 
Mills Bros 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith's (27) 
Lido Ladies 


Show Boat Rev 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith's 
Ist half (27-1) 
3 Acres & A Queen 
Masters & Grace 
Jimmy Burchill Co 





ROBINSON & DeWITT 


“Set the bill off fast. 


One of the best of its 
“Salt Lake Tribune.”’ 





Seed & 




















Coscia & Verdi Austin 
Kitty Doner SPOKANE 
silly Glason Keith’s (27) 
(20) Vernon Rathb'n Co 
Kluting’s E’tainers | Edith Bow 
Forum Boys Dr Rockwell 
| Dodge 2 Electric 3 
Sammy Cohen )) 
PATERSON Vernon Rathburn 
Keith’s Editl! B 
NOW IN NEW YORK 
EDISON HOTEL 
228 West 47th Street, New York 
Phone Pennsylvania 6-8600 
Ist half (27-1) Dr Ro ekwell 
Barry Electric 
Carl Shaw Co SP’G FIEL D, MASS. 
Two to fill) Keith’s 
2d half (2-4) Ist half 7-1) 
O'Day & Atkins 6 3 Allison Sis 
Anny Judy & Z Bernard & Henry 
Webb & Lane Geo McKay Co 
4 Freshmen Britt Wood 
24 half (24-26) ST. LOUIS 
Paul Whiteman Or Keith’s (26) 
PHILADELPHIA Meyers Lubow & R 
Keith’s (27) Al _— 
B bby May Helen Kane 
Carl Nixon Co Bob Hope “Co 
HARRY SAVOY 
in a Bevy of 
BELLY LAUGHS 
Dir: LEDDY & SMITH 
(Two to fill) (19) 
(20) Danny White Co 
Jim McWilliams Rae & Harrison 
Detoregos Morton Downey 
Reynolds & White Tony Wons 














| (Four to fill) 


| 
; 


Joe Besser Co 
PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith’s (27) 

4 Casting Stars 

Charles Melson 

ed Murdock Co 

Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
(20) 

Rochelle 


Deno & 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (27) 
Hlomer Romaine 
Tom Fulmer Co 
Travers & Gray 
Spanglers 
Mel Klee 
Russian Revels 
(20) 


ieraldine & Joe 
‘ardini 
‘arl Nixon Co 





Downey & Claridge 
{ 
{ 
{ 


Jacques Renard Or 


ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (27) 
Chappelle & C 
Krugel & tobles 
Ruiz & sonita 
Frank Libuse 
(20) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
SYRACUSE 
Keith's (27) 
Bob Ripa 
Hurst & Vogt 
Diamond Boys 
Porcelain Romance 
(20) 
Lander Bros 
Buster West Co 
Lew Pollock Co 
Dave Winnie & D 





TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 


SHOP, 





160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Liquefying Cleansing Cream—$2.00 





Gracie Sane 
Alexander & Santos 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (27) 
Dave Winnie & D 

ander Bros 
Buster West 
Lew Pollock Co 
(20) 
Olsen & Johnson 
SACRAMENTO 
Plaza (27) 
Deno & Rochelle 
tay Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
(20) 
Van Cello & M 
liilly Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charies Ahearn 
SALT LAKE 
Plaza (27) 
Chas Carrer 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 


(20) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 


Brems, Fitz & MB 


Ledova 





TACOM) A 
Keith’s (27) 
Fortunello & C'lino 

Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Show Boat Rev 
(20) 
4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee, Lee, Lee & Lee 
TOLEDO 
Rivoli (20) 
Ebony Follies 
Healy & Cross 
W & G Ahearn 
A & M Havel 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (27) 
Jack Randall 
Maidie & Rae 
Benny Ross 
Danny Duncan 
Rae Samuels 
(20) 
Benny Davis Co 
TROY 
Keith's 
ist half (27-1) 
Miachua 





RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Atlanta, Ga.—‘‘Miss Noblette’s singing of a com- 
edy song was worth the price of admission alone.” 


—Ralph T. Jones. 





SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (20) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (27) 
Val Ceello & M 





Nelson & Knight 
Archer & Jackson 
Jean & Lynton Rev 


2d half (2-4) 
Roger Ball Co 
Madeline Patrice 


Hutchins & Smith 
Ralph Olsen Co 
2d half (24-26) 








Roger Bail Co 
Madeline Patrice 


Jay Mills & R’bins’n 
Ralph Olsen Co 

2d half (2-4) 
Grace Edler Co 
Harry F Welch 
Weist & Stanton 








2d m ~~ (24-26) 
Mia¢ 
A her :" Jackeron 
Hutchins & Smith 
ne & Lynton 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (27) 
} stie kney 
M & Redford 
s s Midgeets 
(20) 
i n lo & iy lino 
Hiope Vernon 
Marty May 


Billy Farrell Co Audrey Wycoff Co 
Yorke & Johnson Raymond Wilbert 
Chas Ahearn Ann Judy & Z@% 
- ~ 
IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 
BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 
Dir., WM. DIAMOND 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 
(20) Poodles Hannaford 
Atlas, LaMarr & B TR Saee 
| Weaver Bros & E VANCOUVER 
Home Folks Keith's (20) 
SCHENECTADY | Bob Stickney 
Keith's Maker & Redford 
Ist half (27-1) Singer's Midgets 


WASHINGTON 
Keith's (27) 
Lois Tores Co 
Will Aubrey 
Irene Rich Co 
Eddie Stanley Co 
Bomby Co 
(203 
Daro & Costa 
Bobby May 
June Carr 
Gus Van 
YONKERS 
Keith's 
Ist half = 1) 
Billy Claire C 
Thelma Whi te. 
Scooter Lowry 
Art Humby Co 
2d half (2-4) 


Jimmy Lyons 


arlton |§ 



























































a Audubon Collenette Ens 
Pj | aoe half (26-29) HOLLYWOOD 
tur Th ‘M’d’n Minstrels’ I Pantages (25) 
IC e eatres , Tyler Mason ‘Art Gallery’ I 
j Bruce Jordan Felovis 
Harry Van Fossen Eddie Cole 
FEW c . ; 2°¢e 3 Page Boys Bob, Andy & Tod 
~— YORK ¢ ITY | / Paradise (26) Mark Nelson Josephine 
aramount (19) Cab Calloway Orch | pether ¢C ampbell Cachalots 
732’ Margaret Sims : . , thay gy 
Ted Lewis Bd bowed saumwate ; Sunkist Ens Olga & Lester 
Elanor Brooks t Nicodemus BROOKLYN Hercule ie . 
Snowball l-T’morr'w & T’m'w' Fox (26) La Marr Bros 
Dixie 4 Tivoli (26) ‘Black & White’ I | Mavis & Ted | 
Rubinoff ‘Anniver: Show’ | Geo D Washington | Marion & Kath’ne 
‘Nice Woman’ } i Mast |} Clifton & Brent INDIANAPOLIS 
Roxy (19) | Rio Bros Rose Glesby fen Indiana (26) 
ore x) a Bruno Weise 3 | Marie LaFlorie Fine Feathers’ I 
Fred Waring ce . Rose Wrse J 
Patricia Bowman Ben Bernie Nieces | Marie Alice Head Nov. ees 
Roxy Ballet Abbott let ; Sunkist Ens pace, Bros 
j allet “omorr< & T'w’ r : tdna Covey 
BROOKLYN ae thee te Emile & Romaine 
Paramount (19) Fis! 9 ox (<6) Sunkist Ens 
Guy Lombardo « eo oe, Se ) | Ja .. LOS ANGELES 
B : i : peer porters Loew's State (24) 
J E 'l \T : rap Al a‘ t | ‘R’psody in R'thm’? 
N \domu R P th MM 2 P Ry rh ‘Proos 
Nice Woman’ Michi xt — . Ant ny & Rogers 
gan (19) ; Vi Yerro , ‘ 1. nee 
| BUFFALO | 1 n Tashman | Sunkist Ens Fan 
qi9 Sid Silver silly Gray 
Pr fh ae BILLINGS & & Caskey 
| : ~_ Fox Ss Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL. te Ayres 4 ‘ ae oe 
| Oirental (26) i; Beast f the City’ Pare ash ty | pines ca: 
| ‘Fireside Fa | PHILADELPHIA |v" RE stunt a Ee as 
}I Ba Ls Grand (19) rice ‘tah oF Eva " ns 
| Ma Irene Rich 4 , | Eva 1 — 
| Ross & Bennett i Fdwards Co i; LBeO. « Lita ‘ 8 
| Lambert Ballet | Senator Murphy se lte a lv Ate } —™ 
| Lilyan Tashman Discarded Lovers’ | Sunkist eer | Ri. ™ e ads 
. K1st uns ule é ady 
| | 
| Loew | PROVEN QUALITY 
| | Defying Duplication 
Capitol (27) ; George Kiddon | JACK POWELL 
Candreva Bros } (One to fill) | 
lA waite Dor 
wv os il's Dogs ASTORIA, L. I. On “Topper” the Heap 
Carlton Bros Triboro 
k Boulevard a ist + f (27-1) So say LEDDY & SMITH 
| Ist half ein laxine ewis Co 
FB wede >t | George Beatty — —a 
Besser & Balfour Pic ini Tr = TS = — 7 
| Roy & Romero Rev | (Two to fill) BOSTON Cho Cho 
(One to fill) | _ 2nd half (2-4) Metropolitan (26) Freddie Ward 
2nd half (2-4) rurner Bros ‘Montmartre’ I G Harrison Co 
Peg Bates Emp’s of Harmony | Ann Codee Alexand’r & Evelyn 
Eddie Lambert Co Tack & K Spangler Rov Rogers LOUISVILLE 
Arnold Grazer Cu C Nagel & J Marsh] julian & Marjorie Rialto (26) 
(Two to fill) Dance Aristocrats Dave Robel Stitch in Time’ I 
Orpheum BALTIMORE Henry Phillips MILWAUKEE 
f Ist half (27-1) Century (27) Valarv Ens Wisconsin (26) 
3 Ryans Jean Harlow BRIDGEPORT ‘Carmenesaue’ I 
Palace (26) O'Gorman Bros 
‘Gay Vienna’ I Rose Valyda 
Duci de Karekjarto | Ray Saxe 


MIRTH MOMENTS 


BOB 


CARNEY 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








a ——— 


Collins & P'terson 


Von Leosen Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (2-4) 


Bradna's Circus 
Paradise (26) 

3 Gobs 

O'Hanlon & Z'buni 

Jack Read 

Clifford & Marion 
State (27 

Agimos 

June Carr 

Irving Edwards 

20th Century Rev 

Joe Friscoe 

(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 

Ist half (27-1) 

Peg Bates 

Gus Shy 

Lambert Co 

(One to fill) 

2nd half 

Gilbert Bros 

Maxine Lewis Co 

Hughie Clark Co 

Roy & Romero Co 


(2-4) 


(One to fill) 
46th St. 
Ist half (27-1) 


B'’mbereg’s Alask’ s 
H Clark Co 
Dance Aristocrats 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (2-4) 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
Frank & T Savini 
Sonny Lee Orch 





Al Wohlman 
Darlene Walders 
Wynne Wayne 
Hector Co 
Berinoff & Charlot 
Mulroy-McN’ce & R’ 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (27) 
Gerardo & N’ine Co 
Happy Spitzer & P” 
Harry Burns Co 
Gordon-Reed & K’ 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
State (27) 
Crazy Co 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (27) 
Joe Cook 
Joe May & Dotty 
LBryant-Rains & Y’ 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (27) 
Street Singer 
Freddy Bernard 
Paul Small 
Rita De Lano 
Walter Dare 
Alex Garviloff 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (27) 
Gruber’s Oddities 
Delivery Boys 
P Kirkland Co 
W’teside-Anita & °’ 
Bingham-Olsen Co 
NEWARK 
State (27) 
Page & Class 
Ed Miller Co 


Girl 


Wahl 





Week Feb. 


JEROME MANN 


“His rise has been meteoric—his impersonations 
delight with their fidelity.” 
277—RKO Palace, Cleveland, Ohio 


—Chicago ‘‘American.”’ 





(Two to fill) 
Gates Ave. 

Ist half (27-1) 
Mack-Harold & B'y 
Hill & Hoffman 
Sonny Lee Orch 
(One to fill) 


2nd half (2-4) 
2 Canes 
Gladys Co 
Bergman Co 
George Beatty 


Top of World Rev 
Metropolitan (27) 
Falls-Reading & B' 
Ross & Edwards 
M & Ann Skelly 
Sue Carol 

Tobias Orch 








Manny King Co 
Scott Sanders 
E Krickett Orch 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (27) 
Freda & Palace 
Pasquali Bros 
Daks-Coles & P’son 
Cook and Brown 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (27) 
W & J Mandel 
Flo Mayo 
Lucky 7-3 
Mills & Kover 
SYRACUSE 
State (27) 
Hollywood Col’gians 
Wayneo 











Nick Stuart 
Pitkin Helen Wilson 
Ist half (27-1) WASHINGTON 
Schenck Co Loew's (27) 
Jack North Bob Murphy Co 
Pillard & Hillier Johnny Hyman 
Jane & Kath Lee A & KR Samuels 
Mae Wynn Rev Dave Tannen 
2nd half (2-4) YONKERS 
3 Ryans Ist half (27-1) 
Lamb & Bellit Co gn Larry & A’ 
Du Calion C Nagel & J Marsh 
Williams Orch (Three to fill) 
(One to fill) 2nd half (2-4) 
Valencia (26) Mack-Harold & B’ 
arte & Arden Hill & Hoffman 
4 Flash Devils M Wilkens Co 
| La Vernes (Two to fill) 
|  Fanchon & M 
| rco 
| NEW YORK CITY, Bruce Jordan 
Academy i Harry Van Fossen 
Pp age Boys 
24 half (1-3) 22 Nelson 
| ‘M'd'n Minstrels’ I | E ther Campbell 
fete Mason Sunkist Ens 
OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


| DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


| This Week: 


Paul Draper—Geo. Marshall 








Johnny Tyrell 

(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
ig Franz Tr 
Marion Saki 
Carl Shaw Co 
Kerr & Ensign 
Mazone Keans 


Co 


n 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (27) 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 


Johnny Perkins 
3 Minnevitch 
(20) 
Thurston 





Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 


Torney Co 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (26) 


‘Parasols’ 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt W Mauss 
Boyce Combe 
Mignone 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 
BUTTE 

Fox 
Ist half (25-28) 
‘Limehouse N’ts’ I 
Vv & E Stanton 
Wing Wah Tr 


3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (26) 
‘Around the World’ 
H & F Usher 
Nord & Jeanie 
Tex Morrissey Co 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 
MOBILE 
Saenger (26) 
‘Hacienda’ 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordonians 





Armando & Lita 
Don Carroll 


Adriana 








CHARNOFF 


Ind. 
HARRY SANTLY 





NOW PLAYING 


WARNER THEATRES 


STEPPERS 


RKO 
WM. DIAMOND 
JIM PLUNKETT 











Internat’l Rev 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Chicago (26) 
‘Swiss M’vem'nts’ I 
Lucky Boys 
B Dooley & F Lee 
John Pope Jones 
Wilfred DuBois 
Rert Prival 
Sunkist Ens 
Paradise (26) 
Arthur Lake Co 
Arthur Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier Co 
Tivoli (26) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weise 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (26) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hear 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thompson 
Pallenberg'’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 


NEWARK 
Branford (26) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (26) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’'s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (26) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Ben Omar 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (24) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Steve Savage 
Danny Beck 
Anna Chang 





LaVonne Sweet 


Consuelo Gonzales 
Roy Bradley 











3 WHITE 


Route 


PICTURE 





LOEW 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 


FLASHES 


ad for 


HOUSES 














Sunkist Ene 
DALLAS 
Palace (26) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
jz ke A 1 Queen} 
Wi t & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunl t Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (26) 


‘Aloha’ I 
Ryan & 
Briants 
Gordon's 
Kikutas 
Gaylenne & DuR 

FT. WORTH 

Worth 
2a half (1-2) 


ait 
‘Circus 


Noblette 


Dogs 


Days’ I 

Bee Starr 

I. St. Leon Co 

Hooper & Gatchett 

Sayton & Partner 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (26) 

‘Greetings’ 

Wel hain 

Lamberti 

J & H Griffith 


Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 
Julis an Hall 


Judy & Cheron 
Dorothy 
PHIL WDE tL. PHIA 
Fox (26) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
PHOENIX 
Fox (26) 
‘On Parade’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 


Paul Sydell 
Joe Rose 
Sunkist Ene 


PORTLAND 
Paramount (25) 





Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thien 


(Continued « 


‘Five es 
Frank Jenks 
Glenn & Jenkine 
Chief Clearsky 
Adam § 
Kanazawa Tr 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (25) 
‘Gob f J’ in B’da 
‘Pat’ \ 
mm page 54) 
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DIARY OF 


By Claude Binyon 





Joliet—Monday, 

Yesterday was the first day I 
missed in my diary, but it was my 
first day on the stage in a strange 
town and I was all excited, besides 
almost getting into a fight. One of 
the actors, a man who jumps up and 
down on a net in a funny suit, saw 
me hanging around the stage wait- 
ing for Mr. Clay after we acted our 
first show, and he walked over to 
me and bumped into me on purpose. 

‘Get out of my way,’ he said, and 
I said, ‘Why, I wasn’t in your way 
and besides I got a right to be here 
Then he said, ‘Oh, yeah, who are 
you?’ and I said, ‘I'm a stooge, that’s 
what I am. I’m an actor and you 
are just a man who bounces up and 
down.’ 

‘Don’t get fresh,’ he said to me, 
and he shoved me. Right away I 
got into my fighting position but he 
hit me while I was getting into it 
and knocked me down. Everybody 
came running and yelling ‘Sshhh!’ 
because the picture was being shown 
and it was trying to talk too. Mr 
Clay told me I ought to be ashamed 
of myself and Roy Rogan, manager 
of the Rialto, which is where we are 
acting, said if he caught me fighting 
again he would throw me and Mr. 
Clay both out. Nobody would be- 
lieve that it wasn’t my fault—they 
kept saying, ‘He’s a stooge,’ because 
they were jealous, 

Mr. Clay, my boss, got mad at me 
because the manager yelled at him 
and he said just for the way I acted 
he was going to take my spending 
money away from me this week. I 
said he couldn't do that because he 
would have to pay me my full salary 
of $25. He said, ‘Oh yeah?’ and I 
said { didn't really mean it. 

The people didn’t clap at me very 
much because I was feeling sad. It 
“was even worse this afternoon be- 
cause hardly nobody was in the the- 
atre, but tonight there was a few 
and they clapped. My $2 spending 
money is almost gone and I haven't 
bought anything but meals. I think 
I'll go to bed. 


Joliet—Tuesday. 

I feel kind of lonesome for Mom 
and Pop and Tillie. Tonight would 
be my necking night with Tillie. I 
got a letter from her today and she 
said she was so »roud of me for 
being a stooge. I wrote a letter to 
Mom and Pop and another one to 
Tillie. 

People clapped at me okay today 





Joliet—Wednesday. 

The man who bounces up and 
down in the net missed the net to- 
day and broke his neck. Each of us 
had to give money to his funeral and 
I had to borrow my spending money 
$2, and give it to the manager. All 
[I know is that I was minding my 
own business last Sunday and this 
fellow knocked me down. Then he 
fell out of his net and killed himself 
and I have to give $2. I feel sorry 
for him but this business sure is 
crazy. 

Mr. Clay says we got a great plece 
of luck because we don’t rest up this 
weekend but go right to Milwaukee. 
We must leave here tonight in Mr. 
Clay’s car so we can start acting in 
Milwaukee tomorrow. I don’t like 
that so much but a stooge has to 
suffer. I won't oven get to see them 
bury the Louncer, 

I have to quit and pack my stuff. 
Always packing and unpacking. 
Maybe when I’m not so lonesome 
(ll feel better and make people clap 
at me more. 


Slot Machine Drive 
To Halt Expected War 


San Francisco, Feb, 22. 

Fearing warfare between Chi and 
"Frisco racketeers over the slot ma- 
chine business of northern Califor- 
nia, police are seizing all foreign 
pay-and-play devices. 

Cops have been grabbing hun- 
dreds of the new machines, going 
svery place for them but in the 
speaks. Of course, the law doesn’t 
know the locations of any of the 
city’s 3,000 whisperlows, else they 
would immediately close the joints. 








Col. Boxing Lays Egg 


Denver, Feb. 22. 


Colorado’s boxing commission, 
which receives 5% of all gate re- 
ceipts, collected $20 in December 


and, so far this year, $800. 

When the fighting game was good 
{it collected around $8,000 annually. 
The money goes to the old soldier's 
home. 


A STOOGE 





PHILLY JOE CUNNINGHAM 
STEALS FRIARS’ SHOW 


This Saturday (20) 
Friars Club to Bing 
the largest audience since the ey 
in honor of Clayton, 
Durante last season. 
names and humorists 


affair at the 
drew 
ent 
Jackson and 

There were 


galore on the 


Crosb y 


dias, but it remained for Joe Cun- 
ningham, the Philly cartoonist, to 
steal the show. His cracks drew the 
big end of the laughs. , 
George Jessel, first m.c., with- 
drew early, having a date with the 
mayor at the picture ball, Joe 


Laurie, Jr., stepping into the spot. 
When he replaced Jessel, Laurie 
marked: ‘As Bugs Baer put it, I 
can’t tell you who the next act is, 
avoid 


ré- 


but I can tell you how to 
him.’ 

Cunningham wi.s in a hot toast- 
ing humor. Forgetting his trick 
stomach, he started with: ‘Gentile- 
men, guests and second-hand toast- 
master (Laurie): I am much sur- 
prised the Friars should honor a 
muge like Crosby. Heard his name 
and thought he was a public enemy. 
He joined a Columbia chain gang} 


and is giving a very good imitation 
of Russ Colombo. I noticed that 
Jessel took a sock at Crosby by 


| Seashore and Mountain 
Resorts Vie for Beauts 


Brussels, Feb. 11. 

Ostend is unable to digest the 
news that Miss Universe, 1932, is 
to be elected at Spa, Belgian inland 
resort. Ostend declares it is finan- 
cially better able than Spa to ar- 
range the fetes. In the meantime 
Spa is getting on with the prepara- 
tions and saying nothing. Now Os- 
| tend that the election 
should be held at Spa on August 4, 
but that the coronation of Miss 
Universe must take place in Ostend 
Kursaal on August 7. 


~ C -+ 
suggests 


The American beauties are due 
to arrive at Antwerp at the end of 
July, but Ostend proposes to hire 
i Belgian mail boat to meet the 
liner in the Pas de Calais on July 
28, take off the American girls and 
bring them into Ostend. 





RAN GIVES IT, TERRY 
TAKES IT AT GARDEN 


By JACK PULASKI 
Madison Square Garden about 
50 capacity last Friday (19) for 
a bill of four 10-rounders that 


looked like good stuff, and it was. 


The management couldn’t make up 
its mind which was the star bout— 


Eddie Ran, who kayoed Biily 





calling him Eddie Miller. George 
Burns spoke a swell eulogy in two} 
gags about Crosby and 
of them. Then they called on Laurie} 
and Jessel walked out. 

George M. Cohan was brief and 
complimentary. Maurice Chevalier 
also spoke. 


forgot one} 





Reno Syndicate Overlooks 
Dempsey’s Chi Showing 


Reno, Feb. 22. 


The beating that King Levinski 
handed Jack Dempsey in Chicago 
has not discouraged Reno's fight 
promoting fraternity. They still 
contend Dempsey will be the head- 
liner in a 20-round scrap here in 
July. 

Way down deep, Dempsey’s fol- 
lowers here were keenly disap- 
pointed when the ex-champ [failed 
to stow the ex-fish peddler away, 
but they still think Dempsey has 
the stuff in hiu: to come back. The 
eampaign to gather $100,009 from 
business men here to promote a 
fight in July is still in progress, 
James McKay head of the promo- 
tion syndicate, is spending a few 
weeks in a hospital in California, 
but is expected home soon to take 
charge of the fund campaign. 


Lake Placid Olympic 
Dip Brings L. A. Blush 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Apprehension over the coming 
Olympic Games here is beginning to 
be felt after reports of the finan- 
cial difficulties of the winter games 
at Lake Placid. Big hurrah around 
town by optimists who forsaw an 
influx of moneyed mobs, is dying 
down. 








MARRIAGES 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mandel, son, 
Feb. 15 in New York City. Father 
is an advertising director for RKO 
theatres, 

Celia Ables to Tom Sanders, Feb. 
28 in New York. 3ride is daughter 


of New York theatrical photog- 
rapher. 

Norah Blaney to Dr. Basil 
Hughes, London, Feb. 29. Miss 


Blaney is a musical comedy player. 


Dr. Hughes is a surgeon. 

Colleen Moore to A. P. Scott at 
Fort Pierce, Fla., Feb. 15. Groom 
is a broker. 

Mabel Hubbard Ward to Tom 
Mix, Calexico, Feb. 15. Bride, who 


circus aerialist. 

Rosette Anday to Baron Egon 
Ernst von Ketschondorf, New York, 
Feb. 16. Bride is a member of 
State opera, Vienna. 

Peter Magaro, formerly owner of 
what is now Loew's motion picture 
theatre in Harrisburg, the 
and also operating a Carli 
theatre, married Mildred S. 
at Atlantic City. 

Helen Breeland to Relman Morin, 
Los Angeles, Feb. 20. Bride is a 
secretary at Paramount. Morin is 
picture editor of the L. A. ‘Record.’ 


+} 
tne 


Regent, 
Pa 


Fierro 
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}won from 


is the third wife of the star, is a| 


Townsend, or Chick. Devlin, who 
that tough mugg frem 
»Oisey, Young Terry. Latter went 
on last. 
The 


sensational, 


Ran-Townsend event was 
Billy from Vancouver 
stepped to the middle of the ring 
und with the first punch clipped 
Iedd.e on the chin. Ran took it in 
a staggering Way, came in and 
right-crossed Townsend, who like- 
wise went back on his heels. Prob- 
ably no Garden match ever held 
such an exchange in the first two 
wallops. 

With the fans excited, the boys 
came out for the second round, 
which lasted less than a minute. 
Townsend, who defeated Ran at the 
last meeting, is a gent who winds 
up the right hand before throwing 
it. Just as he was getting ready 
to pitch, Ran stepped in with a con- 
quering right. Billy turned his 
head to roll with the punch but 
didn’t escape. The slam caught him 
on the back of the left jaw, which 
is just as vulnerable as the button, 
and he went flat on his back. Biliv 
caught a second sock as he toppled 
and was out before he hit the 
canvas. Both boys are in the top 
ranks of the welter division, but 
both have been flattened by the 
Fargo Express, none other than 
Billy Petrolle, who should have the 
first shot at the title. 

Chick Devlin, hard hitter from 
the Coast, had a busy evening de- 
feating Terry. It, too, was a scrap 
worth seeing. Towards the end of 
the final round Devlin wes so tired 
that he hung on and took the sav- 
age swings of Terry, but there was 
a& reason, 

In the second round Terry inad- 
vertaintly hit low. That did not 
take full effect until near the close 
of the match, when Chick later said 
he was in pain, In the dressing 
room the protective cup was found 
to be dented. The fact that Devlin 
was hurt explains why his right 
crosses to Terry’s jaw didn’t drop 
the ‘Trenton Buzz Saw.’ He sure 
did take it plenty on the chin. So 
did Devlin. Everybody expected a 
knock-down or kayo the way both 
boys were delivering. Terry’s abil- 
ity to come back made him new 
boosters, but they didn’t know that 
Devlin was hurt. Lew Feldman 
built himself up by defeating Kid 
Francis in an earlier bout and it was 
no mean job. Lew got the idea and 
from the fourth round on he showed 
plenty. 

Lightweights Next 

On Friday (26) the show will fea- 
ture light men. Main bout has 
Sammy Fuller of Boston, the kid 
who scored a knockdown over Tony 
Canzoneri, going against the left 
expert, Ray Mfller. Also of 
interest is the first Garden appear- 
ance of Emile Pladner, the French 
midget, who will go against Anton 
Kor sis. 

The Ran-Townsend fight resulted 
in plans for match between Ran and 
Jimmy McLarnin. And still there 

Petrolle. 


: - 
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Diamond, Jr., Very Ill 
Billy Diamond, Jr., eight-year-old 
of the RKO agent, was re- 
moved to Bayside hospital, Bayside, 
lL. IL, Saturday (20) with septi 
poisoning. 


son 





——— 


Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


ment issue left with a dividend 
payment, just managed to reach its 
old resistance level around 31 upon 
announcement of the new bank 
credit bill, and again, when the ex- 
change made its scowling gesture 
at the bears, crossed that level for 
a short time, touching 32% for a 
trade or two, but at no time did 
the active theatre shares show abil- 
ity to keep abreast of the general 
market. 3est Paramount could do 
when the screws were put on the 
shorts was 10%, compared to its 
January top, based on nothing but 
an oversold condition, of 11%. 
Elsewhere among the equity issues 
of the theatre group the turnover was 
relatively heavy, but price changes 
negligible, Warner, Paramount and 
Radio making a great deal of bustle 
about going nowhere. 

On general principles outside 
traders are leaving the group se- 
verely alone. The only one left at 
current price levels that offers any 
possibilities on the short side is 
Loew, and the hook up here, with 
Fox holding a majority of stock 
practically in escrow, might be a 
set-up for a squeeze if any indi- 
vidual or any clique chose to put 
the pressure on. Principal basis 
for recent price run-ups in the gen- 
eral market have been a short in- 
terest, such as that in Kodak, and 
if a stock is selling at levels like 
Warners and Fox, there is no in- 
centive for a short commitment, 

Shorts Avoid Films 

Absence of heavy bear account in 
the amusements was illustrated in 
mid-week when the Exchange made 
the overnight announcement that 
starting April 1 brokers would not 
be permitted to lend customers’ long 
stock for delivery against a short 
contract without the customers’ ex- 
press permission in writing. That 
announcement brought on an over- 
night jump in oversold issues like 
Kodak and Atchison amounting to 
more than 6 points, while the open- 
ing of most of the amusements was 
only fractionally up. At that when 
the speculative community had a 
chance to examine the announce- 
ment, it didn’t mean much anyhow, 
except as a sweeping gesture to ap- 
pease politicians who want to legis- 
late against short selling. If cer- 
tain stocks become hard to borrow, 
they will command a premium and 
that will probably bring out plenty 
of long stock for lending purposes 
—from the over-loaded investment 
trusts for one thing. 

The week disclosed only two items 
of news affecting film shares and 
they about made a stand-off. East- 
man Kodak, which gets a large part 
of its income from the picture trade 
came in for a dividend reduction, 
omitting its usual 75-cent quarterly 
extra and voting its regular quar- 
terly rate of $1.25, going on a $5 
basis as against the $8 that has been 
the rule for some years. Tightening 
of the Kodak purse strings put no 
glowing aspect on the immediate 
future of the film business, Kodak 
being one of the country’s richest 
corporations in cash, and one that 
could well afford to dig into surplus 
if it could see business revival close 
at hand. 

The other piece of news was a 
statement that net for Consolidated 
Film Industries, biggest laboratory 
concern in the trade which does de- 
veloping and printing for all the big 
releasing companies, showed a 
higher net for January than for the 
previous month and indicated an 
ascending scale of profits. Whether 
this resulted from increase in pro- 
ducer and distributor activity, or 





from Consolidated’s increased oper. 
ating economies, didn’t appear in 
the report. 

Pools Lay Off 


Where there was evidence in 
many sections of the list of revival] 
of pool activity, nothing of the king 
appeared among theatre stocks, ex. 
cept in the churning around of Pare 
amount at somewhat higher levels, 
which easily might have been the 
last stages of the old pool’s retire- 
ment. Certainly the crowd around 
the Times Square branch officeg 
evinced no change in their attitude 
toward Par, which was easy to run 
up, but which seemed incapable of 
attracting a following above 9. A 
story was repeated from the Coast 
of studio people ready to take on 
modest long lines at 8 and there was 
said to be some buying orders on 
brokers’ books In New York at that 
level, but traders inside the amuse- 
ment business or out, refuse to 
reach for the stock. 

The only sizeable plus signs in 
the amusement group appeared be- 
side the senior stocks, namely 
Metro-Goldwyn, Universal preferred 
and Orpheum preferred, and the 
bonds, 

One of the oddities of last week's 
trading was tke astonishing per- 
formance of a few bonds. The old 
Keith issue jumped nearty 14 points 
on an altogether disproportionate 
turnover of around $15,000, moving 
up to a new high for the year at 63, 
which also is high since way back 
last summer. At the same time the 
new RKO debentures sold off nearly 
2 points, accompanied by nearly 
double that volume, while the stock 
stood unchanged at 55. Perform. 
ance was a curious freak, but per- 
haps explainable on the ground that 
somebody, perhaps with inside 
knowledge, found the old bonds a 
good gamble at the price and 
brought money out of a.-hoarded 
store to use for the play. 

It isn’t reasonable for high-class 
bonds to advance in price during the 
present agitation over possible infla- 
tion, but it is logical to expect that 
speculative liens may attract hoard- 
ed money, because their yield is 
high, At the low of last week, 
where the run-up began, the Keith 
bonds paid more than 10%, a high 


return for a security backed by 
large realty holdings even at de- 


pressed prices. 

The Pathe bonds likewise moved 
to a new top for 1932, gaining 5% 
to 80%, the move in Pathe being 
indirectly related to the Keith trans- 
action, since the Pathe concern now 
is merely a holding company for 
obligations of RKO and stock ine 
terest in the DuPont raw film intere 
ests. Pathe bonds seem to be sub- 
ject to flights like this. At one time 
last year, for no apparent reason, 
they got into the higher 90’s, Par- 
Pub. loans touched a new top at 
5034 at one time, but lost a point 
from that level before the end of 
the week. Other bond changes 
were nominal, except in the case of 
the new RKO debentures, which 
made another peak at 104% and 
then slumped to 10114, where they 
closed. 

Something of activity got going in 
Columbia Pictures on the Curb with 
a run-up of 2% in the voting trust 
certificates on around 7% on 1,000 
shares dealt in. No accounting for 
such movements unless they were 
an aftermath of the recent change 
in company control. 

Roxy showed a nominal gain in 
counter dealings, with the bid quot- 
ed through the usual channels at 
3% instead of the previous week's 
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Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 20: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 







-~—1931-32—, Met che. 
High. Low Sales Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk. 
9 6 saenes American Seat..... PreyTy TTT Tt ae és 2 bid 

15 % 2,000 Consol, Film......... 60646eneee 4% 3% 35% 

18% ™ 1,700 Consol. Film pfd. (2).seccceeees 10% 9% 10% + .% 
185% 6814 49,500 Eastman Kodak (5).cccccsssees 84% 73% 79 +2 
38% 214 11,700 Fox, Class A..... 6o0esdedoveade 4% 3% 3% =— % 
54% 18% 231.150 Gen. Elec, (1.60)...ccccceceeees 24 21% ve = 
1534 L Tee Gee. See.. R, Bs ccvecccesesece % % % 
10114 SRP ee Retth pre€. ecccrcsceapsseces ee ee 20 bid 

6344 23% 88,100 Loew (3)........ Scccccesccccccoe §6S2% 28% 30% +% 
98 56 700 Do pref. (B%).ceee ee eeeeeretes 72 694% 72 + ws 
7% 2 1,700 Madison Sq. Garden.. eecece 35% 3% 3% 

27 15 300 Met-G-M pref. (1.89). eccccee an 19% 21 +1% 
re) 4% ee OT oes <e seccoe 12 10% 2 +1 
50% 5% 89,300 Paramount ........ ee 10% 8% + % 
2% 14 6,000 Pathe Exchange.. ee 1 mM % + 
S43, 1% 13,800 Pathe, Class A. ° H% 8% 4 —% 
27% 5% 366,000 Radio Corp..... 105% 83% 9% +k 
7 2 10,300 RKO (new)..... eee 6% 5g 55 

934 1% 2. eer ee ece 58 14 % 

7, 24 20 Universal pref. (8).ccccccesesce 48% 48 48% +3 
20%, 21% $2,100 Warner Bros......... soescecese «6 3 34 —% 
26 5 »senes DO PFORs casas cssccsece 060066 0 12% bid 
107% 197 304,900 Westinghouse (2.50)..ceccessese 35% 29% 825% + % 
ie ‘3 200 Zenith Radio......... e0600seeed 4s Vs % 

CURB 
oF 8 100 Columbia Picts...... evesvccccece 6% 6% 6% +1% 
214 21% Oe PA MBicsscansesees covcccces §=6— 7% 655 7% +2'2 
81g 1 6,800 De Forest Radio...ccccccccccce 1% 1 1% +% 
$2 S:: .. Sueame Maucat. Pic. pf...cccccs cocccese g 8 8 —£ 
ti% &% 1,300 Fox Theatres........... ecccccee % or) % + % 
31% 3 6.400 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf. (3%4)...cccee 1% By + —% 
15's 1% Ree SOCRMIROROF . csc cacs vccvcoes eeece 2% 24 216 + % 
14 113 2,200 Trane LUx......ccccseees sseesee 214 2 Me + % 
BONDS 

——- 1932, 

7™ 3 $48.000 Gen. Thea. Eq. °'40..... onteteed 4% QI 4% «2+ % 
63 49% 14,000 Keith 6's, '46.......0.00- wii OS 4" 63 13%8 
8614 73 12,000 Loew G's, °41.........000 eescece “Oe 85 8614 + 1s 
801, 59 16,000 Pathe 7's, °87........csce ea 77 80% +58 
ma 41% 13,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47..ccccee [4 Ht na . 
50% 37% 69,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, '59.......ccceee oe §=5O% 48 49% +1% 
31 25% Bt GING UUs doa cadseccsasedexesese 8 8 3 + % 
40 25 45,000 Warner Bros, G's, '39.......e¢. - 82% $2 82 2 
1045 97 26,000 RKO 6's, pt. pd.......... a 101% —i% 

ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid As 
3s Sis recess Roxy, Class A (3.50). cecseccece oe se ee 
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Piping the News | 


By Claude Binyon 











when RKO handed out its 10% 
cut to all employees an $18 a week 
usher refused to take the $1.80 
slash and stamped off the Golden 
Gate floor.—+Variety. 

Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Capt. of Ushers —Compan-ny, fall 
at-ten-SHUN! 

Unsalute the 


in! Com-pan-nee, 
Salute the manager! 
manager! Com-pa-ne-e-e, at ease! 
(Clicks his heels briskly, straightens 
his spine and points his chin at the 
shi lier.) 
ee Very good, boys. It 
sort of does a fellow’s heart good 
to see how you—to see how you—it 
sort of does a fellow’s heart good. 
Assistant Manager (muttering to 
himself)—Boy, could I handle that 
guy’s job! Boy could I handle it! 
Manager—You fellows are about 
the best collection of ushers in the 


world, I'll bet. You’re fine. (His 
eves turn to the floor and he scrapes 
his toe across the carpet. A wad 


of gum catches his shoe and almost 
yanks it from his foot.) 

Assistant Manager (glaring)— 
Who threw that gum there? That 
gum is fresh. The man who threw 
that gum there take two steps for- 
ward. One—two! 

(No one steps.) 

Fat Balcony Staff 


(softly) — Never mind, 


Manager : 
Joe. A fellow has to throw his gum 


some place. (Smiles reassuringly 
at the quaking ushers as he takes a 
letter from his pocket.) Boys, I 
don’t know how to go about telling 
you this—you’re the finest bunch of 
fellows in the world. But you know 
how business has slid off lately. 
Look how fat you balcony ushers 
are getting from lying around. 
(Balcony ushers blush and tighten 
their girdles.) Fellows, we—we have 
to take a cut! 

Assistant Manager—A 10 percent 
eu’. 

(The ushers are stunned, Captain 
of ushers smiles bravely, swallows 
a lump in his throat and salutes.) 

Capt.—yYes, sir. We are ready, sir. 

Maneger—If we all get behind the 
circuit, boys, and take this cut like 
gentlemen, we'll be just like foot- 
pall players all fighting for our col- 
lege. If we all put our shoulders 
to the gum—if we all put our 
wheels to the war—I mean, if we 
all put our noses to the grimestone 
—you get me, boys? 

Capt.—Yes, sir! 

Usher Jones (takes two steps for- 


ward)—One minute, sir! I am not 
going to take the cut, sir! 

Capt. (aghast)—Jones! Turns 
to manager and bows humbly) I 
apologize for Jones, sir. He is not 
_. I beg of you to ignore 
im. 


Jones (firmly)—I am myself. I 
refuse to take the cut. That would 
take $1.80 from my $18 weekly, sir, 
making a net of $16.20. I have 
never worked for $16.20 in my life 
and I see no reason why I should 
start now. 

Capt—This is treason, 
Treason, you understand? 

Assistant Megr.—lIt’s lousy, if you 
ask me. 

Manager—Jones, I'll be patient 
With you. Can’t you un-:erstand 
that I have nothing to do with this 


Jones. 


—that we're all little clogs in the 
great business whirlpool? These 
are instructions from the home 


office and we must follow them to 
the letter. 
Tense Moment 
Jones (his eyes dilating, his 
nostrils quivering and his frail body 
Swaying in emotion)—I won't take 


the cut! I won't, I won't! How 
I've worked for my 18 dollars! 
Ushering fat ladies, thin ladies, 


Smal] and tall, A smile for every- 
body when my heart is torn, Look- 
ing straight ahead when the ruffians 
call me pansy, Living for the honor 
of my uniform. Walking, walking, 
walking — walking — walking! (he 
shrieks), And what does it get me? 
What does it get me? A 10 percent 
cut! 3ad! Boots! Boots! Boots! 

Ass’t Manager—Take him away! 

Capt.—Yes, sir! Smith, Colman— 
grab Jones and lead him to the 
Street, 

: Jones—Take your hands off me! 
Pll walk to the street alone! (rips 
the buttons from his uniform and 
Steadies his trembling body). Fare- 
well. I go like I came—a gentle- 
man! One—two! One — two! 
(Marches majestically toward the 
street.) 

Ass’t Manager—Fool! 

Capt. (brushing away a tear)— 
Yes, sir. But begging your pardon, 
sir—a man, Yes. Yes, sir—a man! 








. 7 
Musician Suicide 
San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

Faced with the prospect of being 
unable to Support the baby his wife 
Was expecting, Ray Hayes, Los An- 
Be les musician, jumped to his death 
_ 0m the seventh story window of a 
‘Ocal hotel Feb. 14. 

‘Hayes had tried suicide by using 
Powerful anaesthetics, but 
Jtmped from the window down a 

niwell. The widow lives here, 
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FALLS FROM WINDOW 
Sach, Wm. Morris eines! 
Secy., Killed in 6-Story Plunge | 


Ultra. Hollywood 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Holiywood’s only pawnshop 
on the street level is looking 
for a title symbolic of the 
town and yet not obviously as- 
sociating it with the three 
balls. 

One suggestion is ‘Hollyhock 


Shop.’ 











Cecile Sach, 30, secretary to Wil- | 
Morris, Jr., 


fall from her 


iam was killed Feb. 1 


sixth story 


in New York. Investigation showed | 
that she lost her 
ing a window. 

is scouted as improbable. 


balance while clos- 
Any suicide theory | 


Miss 
had 


Sach, who 

been with the 
about five years, 
Morris’ 


was a cripple, | 
Morris agency 
acting as the 
younger secretary most of 
the time. 
Interment in 
Sach’s home, where 
rents reside. 


Miss 
pa 


Minneapolis, 
surviving 


Belle Blows Reno with 


| 


New Pal and Enough | 
Paper for Her Shack | 


Reno, Feb. 22. 

Headed for with 
Hoyt tow, Belle 
Livingstone left Reno flat Wednes- 
day (17), waving a fond farewell 
with a kiss attached to a small 
crowd of friends at the depot. 
Packed in one of her numerous 
suitcases was an assortment of 
mining stock certificates, beauti- 
fully colored, but otherwise worth- 
less, Which Belle says she is going 
to use to paper a shack in New 
York. It’s all she took with her as 
a memento of her eight months’ so- 
journ in this little divorce metrop- 
olis. 
La Belle tried a night club here 
and the big electric sign still dec- 
orates the cowshed silo at the re- 
sort, but there’s no electric juice 
running through the sign and no 
grape juice running in the club. 
When the creditors took over the 
place Belle took a vacation and 
went to Texas, but sheriffs were too 
numerous so she returned to Reno 
and opened an (‘alimony _ school,’ 
which blew up in short order, 

Then Nancy Hoyt Curtis came 
along and a new interest came into 
Belle’s life. She and the author of 
‘Roundabout’ are now great pals 
and traveling companions. Mrs. 
Hoyt took a blue ribboned divorce 
decree with her and had her maiden 
name restored. 


the 
Curtis in 


big town 


Nancy 





Mary Marlowe Breaks Leg 
Backstage in Providence 





Providence, Feb, 22. 

Mary Marlowe, femme lead in the 
eighth edition of Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
which played here last week, is in 
St. Joseph's Hospital, this city, suf- 
fering with a broken leg. It is the 
outcome of a fall in the Carlton the- 
atre where the show was booked. 
Miss Marlowe will remain at the 
hospital until her injury is healed. 

Her heel caught in one of the iron 
steps leading to the dressing room 
and the accident occurred just be- 
fore a performance. X-ray reveals 
both bones in her leg have been 
broken just above the ankle, 





Siegrists Parted 
Canton, O., Feb. 22. 


Edythe Patterson, aerialist, was 


granted a divorce from Charles 
Patterson, known professionally as 
Charles Seigrist, on grounds of neg- 
lect. The Pattersons for several 
months have been separated, 
Edythe playing her own aerial act. 

Before their separation she was a 
member of the Seigrist troupe which 
for many years has been a feature 
of the Ringling-Barnum circus. 
They have made their home here 
for many years. 
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BETTY MARENO HURT 


San Francisco, Feb. 22 


Betty Mareno, violinist at the, 
NBC studios here, is confined to | 
Alto Hospital with a 
last 
was thrown from a 


1 50 feet. 


fractured 


Palo A 
(14) } 


skull sui 
when she 


fered Sunday 


runa- 


» "| Perfect Romance’ | 


Ends as Wife Sues 


Frisco’s ‘Coffee Dan’ | 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 
Ruby Adams, crippled and a for- 
mer chorus girl, filed suit for sep- 


arate maintenance against her hus- 


band - benefactor, Johnny Davis, 


|; originator and operator of Coffee 
| Dan’s. 
isince 1928. 


Couple have been married 


Miss Adams, paralyzed from the 
waist down and confined to a wheel 
chair for seven years, charged 
Davis with infidelity and niggardli- 


| ness to her. 


In court, Davis denied the truth 
of all charges but stated he would 
contest none of them but the ex- 
cessive demand of $400 monthly. 

Suit ends what was generally re- 
garded as ‘the perfect romance’ 
when ‘Coffee Dan’ married the show 
girl after her back had been broken 
when a sandbag fell on her in the 
wings of the old Strand (now St. 
Francis), where she was dancing 
in a Will King company. 

Davis has two grown children by 
a previous marriage and Miss 
Adams one, 





Playwright Hough’s 


New Divorce Tangle 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Charging Will M. Hough, play- 
wright, with infidelity, cruelty and 
desertion, Mrs. Isabel Hough, 
known on the legit stage as Isabel 
Baring, filed an amended petition 
of divorce here. 

Last August Mrs. Hough started 
a separate maintenance suit against 
her husband, and a month ago she 
filed a $100,000 alienation of affec- 
tions suit against her sister-in-law, 
Mrs. Katherine Hough, of this city. 

In the new Dill Mrs. Hough 
charges that her husband deserted 
her a year after their marriage in 
1928 when she was making baby 
clothes. She also alleges miscon- 
duct on his part with an unnamed 
woman. Asking an increase of $25 
a week for the support of her son, 
and an order enjoining him from 
disposing of his property, Mrs. 
Hough, according to the bill, stated 
her husband had an income from 
his $100,000 estate, besides his earn- 
ings as a writer of stage and screen 
material, 

Judge Sabath will get thé case 
next week. 


Cellist’s Alimony Worry 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Having felt the economic condi- 
tion known as the depresh, Demitry 
Shmuklovsky, who zooms at the 
bass cello in the Chicago Civic 
Opera orchestra, appealed to the 
courts here to have his alimony 
promises reduced. He separated 
from his wife, Helen, former Rus- 
sian actress, in October, 1923, and 
secured a divorce on the grounds 
of desertion in 1928. 

On a suit filed by Attorney Irving 
Eiseman, he was hauled before the 
courts for having accumulated a 
debt of $500 in alimony arrears. On 
his plea of no work the court or- 
dered the monthly $85 rate be re- 
duced to $60 until November, when 
the opera will resume and that at 
that date the figure will be jumped 
to $100 until the deficit is wiped out. 








Treas. Club’s $7,000 


Treasurers’ Club held its annual 
benefit at Erlanger’s Sunday night. 
Program grossed over $7,000 and 





T T e y b J 
m Telling You 
By Jack Osterman 
ee — — ———--+—-_—_———- -- a _ 
SPIEGEL CONVICTED HELLO EVERYBODY. (By spe- 


Theatre Mgr. Charged with Liquor 
Conspiracy—Comerford Witness 


playing films, was convicted ir 

eral court here on irge of cor 
spiracy to iolate e pre vitior 
law by planning to operate the 
Mountainside brewery at Lock H: 
en, Pa. H. I. Seidman and Sam 
Nagelberg, this city, and Franklin 


J. Graham, Philadelphia 
were co-defendants. 

The jury acquitted 
convicted the other three. 
first trial last year, the 
quitted two Wilkes-Barre 


attorney, 


Graham but 
In 
jury 
defend- 


the 


ac- 


jants but disagreed on the four who 


figured in last week's trial. M. 8S. 
Comerford, general manager of the 
Comerford was 
the f 


enterprises, among 


Spiegel. 


character witnesses for 


Famous Extra Dry, A.C., 
Shut by Prohi Boys 


Atlantic City, Feb. 
Ye Olde Extra Dry, 
generations of celebrities in the the- 


©9o 
“hae 


familiar to 


atrical, sporting and political worlds, 
finally bowed Feb. 16 to prohibition 


enforcement after keeping in the 
clear for almost 13 years. Agents 
descending en masse on Atlantic 


City’s most famous cafe, ripped out 
venerable fixtures and furnishings 
and carried them away in two vans, 


Nick Crease, alleged proprietor; 
John Deegan, cashier, and Silvio 
Tonetti, waiter, were arrested on 


charges of sale and possession. 
Better known to the bon vivants 
of pre-Volstead days, the place, an 
institution to lovers of good foods, 
had been raided only once before. 
On that occasion there was no con- 
fiscation or destruction of property. 


Using Old Garbo Film 
As Sex Ballyhoo Adjunct 


Sex ballyhoo on 42nd street, New 
York, is tied in with a 10-year-old 
German film starring Greta Garbo 
as the marquee lure. Film is 
‘Streets of Sorrow,’ first released in 
New York by Kerman Films, indie 
outfit, in 1927. 

Picture is considered appropriate 
for the sex bally angle because of 
its story. Has ‘“o do with an inno- 
cent girl being lured into a Vien- 
nese brothel Following the film and 
a cartoon short, a lecture on sex 
and its dangers along more or less 
usual] lines, leading up to the sale 
of a book. It all takes place at the 





Lyric. 
First day of the run, Metro 
looked at the picture, but decided 


there was nothing much to worry 
about. 


Lyman’s $500 Guess 


For the past several weeks Abe 
Lyman has been carrying Bob Miles, 
a mind-reader piloted by Marvin 
Welt, on all his social and business 
visits in New York. Miles ‘read’ 
Lyman’s friends so well, the band 
leader became deeply interested. 

Blowoff arrived when Lyman, fol- 
lowing Miles’ advice, bet $500 
Billy Townsend in the latter’s Gar- 
den fight with Eddie Ran. Town- 
send was knocked stiff in the 
ond round—and so will Miles be if 
Lyman catches up with him. 








seC- 


Joe Morris Murdered 


Chicago, Feb, 22. 





the net to the b.o. men’s club was 
estimated in excess of $6,000. 
Sum is considerably better than 


| the net of last year’s benefit. 





ACTOR BLACKJACKED 


Allan Jenkins, actor, was bla 
jacked and robbed by thugs on hi 


| arrival home Saturday (13) after hi 


performance in ‘Blessed Event.’ 


way horse and dragged 
She was unconscious for four| He was painfully but not geriou 
daya. | ly beaten, 


Joe Morris 44, brother of Sadie 
| Morris, local vaude and club agent, | 
| was found murdered Saturday (20) | 
on a lonely road in Franklin Park, 
|nearby suburb. Morris v a bail- 
}iff in Municipal court here 
No apparent motive ould be 
jfound by police in the killing, other 
ithan it appeared to be another Chi- 
£0 zg £& ridé¢ \ 12 Uu pro- 

edure of ng the body 1 a 
| hole on ¢ Ti bod vw 

foun riddled by bullet 
barrel. 
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| 





} or 
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| 
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cial permission of the copyright 
owner, Kate Smith). 
A Debut 

This is my debut as a columne 
ist nder my own name Having 
( ributed many stories to my 
pals (?) in the past. I decided to 
contribute to myself and see what 
happens, 

There'll be no reference to 

yone who was seen with 
somebody else who belongs to 

ebody else; no mention of peo- 
ple’s birthdays, ete. Just a column 
and if you enjoy it, okay ‘Variety.’ 
If you don’t like it I can always 
find the same out'et that I have 
found these past six years, give the 
gags away. Hoping for the best 
and sincerely yours, Kathryn's 
dark haired boy, Jackie. 
Irony No. 1 

Two weeks ago I was asked ff I 

would be a guest star on a special 


I agreed and with Jean 
Harlow went on the air for the I. 
Miller Shoe Co. Thrilled with the 
reports that came in, it looked great 
when people told me that this might 
lead to a commercial hour. 

The next morning my phone rang 
and the JI. Miller outfit was an- 
nounced as calling. Yelling ‘Put 
them on,’ I was very much elated 
to hear the name and figured I was 
in the bag for something big. 

‘Hello Jackie,’ a voice said, “This 
is the I. Miller Shoe Company call- 
ing to say we heard you last night 
and you were swell. It also re- 
minded us that you owe the firm 
$52.50 for your wife’s shoes. Good 
luck, Jackie!’ 


broadcast. 


Irony No. 2 

Recently they asked me to go up 
to Sing Sing to play a benefit. I 
went together with a show includ- 
ing two bands, Olsen and Callo- 
way. The entire prison is equipped 
with radio ear phones in each cell. 
The death house was almost filled 
and it was just three days before 
Two-Gun Crowley was to march his 
last mile. The death house men 
were not allowed in the theatre, 
but could hear the performance 
through the ear phones. Somehow 
it was a shiver when Cab opened 
the show with his version of ‘T’ll Be 
Glad When You’re Dead, You Ras- 
eal You.’ 





Goo- Bye 
This being Washington's Birthe 
day, and just to keep abreast of 
the times, I sold my Lincoln, 


A Mystery 
Wonder if there is any truth tn 
the report that the firemen walked 
out of the Palace when asked to 
take a cut, 


Tough Times 

The other night there was a bene- 
fit given at the Globe and as usual 
I got in the way of the solicitors. 
Having already promised Earl Car- 
roll and the Alvin to show up, and 
after playing the latter two first, 
I rushed to the Globe where I was 
greeted by a man who said he’d 
like to know what sort of an act I 
did. 

Things are tough enough without 
having to give auditions for bene- 
fits. 





Ostermania 

A smart fellow stopped and asked 
me if I had seen ‘Arrowsmith’ and 
what kind of a looking coilar it 
was....The best answer to give 
anyone who asks you, ‘Why aren’t 
you on the air?” is to tell them 
that you won't take any chances 
contracting germs; how do you 
know talked throngh the mi- 
chropone last?....We are living in 
the initial age, everyone I’ve met re- 
centhy is introduced to me as WMCA 
NBC or WEAF. At George Ol- 
opening I met Little Jack 
Little's wife whom oddly enough ig 
nicknamed just plain T. You really 
can't socially afford to talk to her 
until she goes out and grabs her- 
self more initials....Are you 
reading? 


STOCK PLAYERS’ 


whoa 


sen’s 


three 


| DIVORCE 

} Reading, Pa Feb. 22. 
| The Berks count; have 
named George W \Manderbach 
i!mastel 1 the divorcee it of Lillian 
Villastrego, formerly Lillian Wale 
las inst Thoma Villastrego, 
n . Miss Wallace 
v ‘ here in the Orpheum 
aj|theatre sto ipany, as was her 


i husband 
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News From the Dailies 





San Francisco, Hollywood and 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the a4 senwe of New York, Chicago, 
ondon. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Rae Cohan Goodman, formerly of 
stage, is asking a divorce from 
Benj. Goodman. Her suspicions 
were aroused when Goodman came 
home with lipstick on his cheeks. 
Following this up she located him 
with an unnamed brunette whose 
costume was more chic than cover- 
ing. Asking $75 a week and coun- 
sel fees pending trial. 








Adrianne Allen, who came from 
London to play in ‘Cynara,’ has 
signed with Paramount to go into 
films following close of run. 





Jean Dixon ts quit the cast of 
‘Warrior’s Husband.’ 





Milton Herbert Gropper an- 
nounced that hereafter he will pro- 
duce his own plays. 





“The House We Live In,’ which 
Chester Erskin once considered, 
now in hands of Ben Kamsler and 





Lester Fuller who plan to pro- 
duce it. 

Walter Winchell called before 
grand jury in Coll murder case. 
He had columned that gunmen 


were flying here from Chi, and the 
police want to know what and how 
he knew. 





Laura Winkinson, former chorus 
girl who married Curt R. Herrmann, 
heir of wealthy brewer, in court 
asking for alimony. Not revealed 
whether she is suing for separation 
or divorce. Rift came a couple of 
months ago and she went back to 
mother. 





Joseph Whitney, who produced 
a Hungarian operetta at the 44th 
Street theatre, New York, nursing 
a black eye. Had two stars and 
only one star dressing room. 


Arriving home Feb. 15, Eva Le 
Gallienne announces that she will 
road tour ‘Lillom’ before opening 
her Civic Rep theatre with the same 
play next fall. After that ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ to music and a new 
English play. 


Cheryl Crawford resigns from 
Theatre Guild to devote her time 
to Group theatre which she helped 
organize, 





Ed F. Tilyou announces that the 
Steeplechase Pier, Atlantic City, de- 
stroyed by fire Feb. 14, will be re- 
built immediately. Fire, which did 
damage of $750,000, completely 
razed the structure. Will require 
about eight months to replace. 


New orch of 88 men, formed under 
title of N. Y. Orchestra, Inc. First 
concert in March. 


Bill in Congress would place mu- 


sicians under the contract labor}- 


provisions of immigration law. To 
prevent competition of imported 
players. 


of Met Op, nine 
days overtime applying for final 
citizenship papers and must wait 
two years before he gets them. 
Mme. Rothier will get hers. 


Leon Rothier, 


Esther Ralston given police pro- 
tection here as in Balto until threats 
of abducting her baby can be in- 
vestigated, 





Vincent Youmans has an idea for 
another production, but not yet 
ready to announce, i 





George Lederer planning to do 
Elmer Rice’s ‘Blue Hawaii.’ 





Group of lawyers, educators and 
authors to go te Albany today 
(Tuesday) to protest to legislature 
against censorship methods. It is 
charged that censors protect dis- 
honest officials by cutting out all 
hints of bribery and other public 
scandals. Want to make censors 
bare records of cuts. 





John Golden has Channing Pol- 
lock’s ‘Strangle Hold’ under con- 
sideration as a production effort. 





Lois Moran denies the report she 
will marry Douglas Montgomery. 
Her mother explains that she is 
more anxious for grand opera than 
matrimony. 





Abe Ellstein, Molly Picon’s ac- 
companist on her European tour, in 
town for a brief visit. Will pres- 
ently join Miss Picon in Buenos 
Aires. Back here in August. 





Surrogate Foley decides that Mrs. 


‘Mabel Ringling, wife of John Ring- 


ling, circus man, was a legal resi- 
dent of Sarasota, Fla. Under this 
decision the entire estate goes to 
the husband. Suit brought by her 
mother, Mrs. Mary KE. Burton, who 





would have shared had her daugh- 
ter been adjudged a resident of 
New York. 





Rosa Ponselle forced to cancel 
concert dates. A cold. 

Home of Billy Watson, burlesque 
comedian, Belmar, N. J., destroyed 
by fire Feb. 19. Loss about $20,000. 

Jules Farrar loses his claim 
against the Shuberts in an Equity 
decision. Claimed he was hired for 
‘Cynara’ and dropped after more 
than seven days’ rehearsal. 








Wm. McFee, sea author, gets a 
marital split from his wife in 
Bridgeport, Conn., because he says 
she won't travel 





Frances Fleming rushed to New 
Haven to replace Mary Harlowe in 
road ‘Vanities.’ Latter broke her 
ankle, 





Helen Bryan, granddaughter of 
William Jennings Bryan, in an ama- 
teur production of ‘Berkeley Square’ 
last week. 





Mrs. Lilla F. Bell, who claims to 
be the common-law wife of Jas. E. 
Bell, denied the right to examine 
before trial Mrs. Margaret Hawks- 
worth Bell, dancer, whom she is 
suing for alienation. Held to be 
against public policy to permit 
privilege in alienation and breach 
of promise cases. 


Carl Reed and A. Wichfeld have 
leased the Majestic theatre and will 
put in a rep Co. to do old melo- 
dramas, first of which will be ‘The 
Round-Up.’ Lawrence Marston will 
direct. Planned to keep each pro- 
duction two weeks. 


Lee Shubert angling by cable for 
H. M. Harwood’s ‘Thus Far and No 
Father.’ 


Louise Dyer Dinchart given her 
divorce from Alan Dinehart when a 
jury decided that he had been guilty 
of misconduct with another woman 
described as Betty Allen. 

Annual memorial services of 
Jewish Theatrical Guild at the 
Temple Rodeph Sholom last Sun- 
day (20). 





Piping. Rock club drew the feds 
last Wed. (17). Four arrests made. 
Got about $100,000 worth of furnish- 
ings, which goes with the booze 
under the new policy. 





Senator Dill still after the broad- 
casting chains. Claims they stifle 
local broadcasts and would limit 
their activities. 





Mary Marlowe, of road ‘Vanities; 
fell and broke her ankle in the 
Carlton theatre, Providence, Wed. 
(17). Slipped on wet steps at the 
entrance. Double fracture. 





Grayce Martin, who quit road 


‘Vanities’ without notice, dropped 
by Equity on complaint. The sec- 


ond instance in this show. 





Fire in the Belvedere theatre, 
Ridgewood, L. IL, Feb. 16. Henry 
Sorgenfry, operator, badly burned 
about the hands, 





Walter Greenough to sue William 
Drake for $500. States that he paid 
that as advance fee for fixing up the 
German script of “A Trip to 
Sorrento.’ Instead, he states, Drake 
took a trip to Hollywood, where he 
is working on scripts for pictures. 





Al Boasberg suing Grant Withers 


ae $600 for gags for Withers’ vaude 
act. 





Dwight Dere Wiman has pur- 
chased from Wm. B. Jutte and 


Dana Burnett a comedy, ‘Bad Man- 
ners.’ 





Nicholas Tanzella, otherwise Bull 
Montana, gathered in by the Astoria, 
L. I, cops Wed., to see what he 
knows about a robbery. Put up a 
stiff fight, but he went. 





Police raided 2339 Church Ave., 
Brooklyn, and arrested 106 men who 
were watching the projection of an 
alleged obscene film. 





Tempest in a teapot in New 
Jersey where three boys, in Wood- 
bury, were arrested on complaint of 
a theatre manager who charged 
them with breaking the lock of an 
exit door to gain entry. Judgs 
asked the mothers if they preferred 
whipping to a jail sentence, and 
when they 


assented ordered 10 
strips apiece. Now there is talk of 
impeachment, and the boys are 
heroes. 





Morris Ostfield, head of Star Turf 
Exchange, held on mail fraud 
charge. Stated that he tipped all 
the horses in a race and collected 


from the winners. -Complaints of 
losers caused investigation which 
resulted in the pinch. 





Frank Conlan has sold his sketch, 
‘Derby Day in Old Kentucky,’ to 
Lee Ephriam for British production. 
Written for a Lambs’ gambol. 


Five members of Equity, whose 
names are not given, up on charges 
of violating radio ruling by broad- 


casting for ‘Through the Years’ 
without pay. Their defense is that 
they hoped to keep the show 
going and never thought of the 


Equity rule. 





Marion Eddy and Eddie Conrad 
airing their matrimonial troubles in 
court. She asked for $300 a week 
alimony and Eddie came in with an 
80-page affidavit as to her short- 
comings, so she adds four more 
women to those already mentioned. 





Estate of late Emma Thursby, 
once noted concert artist, nets $253,- 
470. -Bulk goes to her brother and 
sister. 





Norma Talmadge in town enroute 
to Paris divorce courts. Says she 
has no idea of remarriage. 





Alfred A. Hesse of ‘Left Bank’ has 
completed a drama called ‘The 
House of Job.’ Wrote plays for the 
Grand Guignol, Paris, before coming 
over here. 


———. 


Although charity film shows were 
given an okay in Atlanta for Sunday 
shows, managers were fined $30 each 
for opening Feb. 14 (Sunday). They 
will force an issue. 


*Veronica’s Veil,’ amateur Passion 
Play, began the usual] Lenten per- 
formances in Union City Feb. 20. 
Given every Sunday in Lent for the 
past 18 years. 





Eva Moore, widow of the late H. 
V. Esmond, probably to be seen here 
in ‘Mad Hopes,’ which Bela Blau will 
stage. Now in Canada, 





Billy Bryant’s showboat troupe, 
which has been playing the Golden, 
New York, leaving for Memphis to 
play the river again. 


Tom Powers, formerly of Theatre 
Guild, appearing in his own ‘Candy 
Man’ with the Copely Players, 
Boston, 





Milton Herbert Gropper finishing 
anew play. Joe Laurie, Jr., likely 
to play in it. No title yet. 


‘Church Mouse’ may take a trip 
to the Coast in June, 


Russ Columbo added to George 
Jessel’s road vaude venture. 





Fund for needy: musicians now 
$220,514. Needs $300,000, 


Adolph Zukor receives decoration 
of French Legion of Honor. Formal 
presentation made Thursday (18). 


John E. Otterson, of Erpi, talked 
at scientific meeting the other night 
through a microphone small enough 
to be worn in the lapel of his coat. 
Made by Pell Lab. 


Clark and McCullough celebrate 
the 27th anniversary of their part- 
nership. 


Reported that Daniel Frohman 
will stage a comeback as producer 
next season. Wants to get material 
for his Lyceum theatre, New York. 





Thomas Fowler, who owns a scenic 
studio in New York, held in‘ $1,000 
bail for special sessions on charge 
of Mrs. Rose L. Stubblebine that he 
pulled a gun on her. Fowler, she 
claims, told her daughter Agnes, 
that he could get her on the stage. 
Agnes played around with him, but 
no stage engagement, so the mother 
went down to ask about it. On 
examination he told the court the 
weapon was a prop. 


Mid-West 


In a cross-complaint replying to 
Capt. Billy Fawcett, millionaire fan 
mag publisher of Minneapolis, Mrs. 
Antoinette faweett declared her 
husband received a total of $287,- 
000 in dividends and salaries from 
his company in 1928, '29 and ‘30. 
Mrs. Fawcett is petitioning for re- 
ceivership of the Fawcett Publica- 
tions. 











At request of receivers of the 
Skouras Bros, Enterprises in St. 
Louis, Circuit Judge Nortoni cited 
five Warner Bros. officials for con- 
tempt of court. Named are H. M. 
Warner, Abel Cary Thomas, Sam 
Carlisle, Fred J. Laurent and Ben 
Steerman. Warners owns 93% of 
the Skouras holdings in St. Louis. 
Receivers asserted that Warner of- 
ficials failed to respond to demand 
for surrender of certain securities 
belonging to Skouras Bros, 





In a general government padlock- 
ing campaign which closed 32 spots 
in Chicago last week a plaster was 
hung on the Planet Mars, last in- 
habited by Texas Guinan. Harry 





Voiler, manager, was named. Place 





has been closed since New Years 
eve when Guinan blew out. 


F. B. Madigan is newly elected 
president of the fair board at Man- 
kato, Minn. 





St. Louis symphony orchestra will 
go on tour for the first time in six 
years. Viadimir Golschmann is 
conductor of the outfit. 


W. Y. Morgan, 65, publisher of 
the Hutchinson (Kans.) News and 
Herald, and former lieutenant gov- 
ernor of the state, died of bronchial 
pneumonia Feb. i7. He also wrote 
several books. 





Troubles of Harry Moir, Jr., son 
of the former owner of the Morrison 
hotel, fluctuated last week when his 


third wife, Maxine Mosser Moir, 
filed a divorce action and at the 
same time he was exonerated in 


felony court of implication with a 
gang of oil station robbers. Other 
charges are still pending against 
young Moir, growing out of the 
pajama raid in which he was caught 


with Verda Weir. Moir’s wife 
charged cruelty and asks for ali- 
mony. 

James A. Matthews and Howard 


C. Anderson, publishers and editor 
respectively of the Aberdeen (S. D.) 
‘American,’ were. convicted on con- 
tempt of court charges and sen- 
tenced to 30 days each in county 
jail by Circuit Judge Bottum. Both 
were fined $200 a piece on the side. 
Case developed from 4 too critical 
editorial. 





Frolics cafe, Chicago, implicated 
in the affairs of the defunct South 
Side Trust and Savings bank, now 
undergoing investigation. It is said 
the cafe made a sizable loan of the 
bank. 





Omaha will celebrate its 75th an- 
niversary Feb. 27 with a carnival of 
nations, using a 50-piece band, 


Capt. Billy Fawecett’s anticipated 
reply to his wife’s divorce charges 
has been filed in Minneapolis. Pub- 
lisher’s answer was in reply to a 
suit asking for receivership of the 
Fawcett Publications, Inc., brought 
by Mrs. Fawcett. 


—_—_ 


Police investigation has been or- 
dered in the bombings of two Gary, 
Ind, picture houses in recent weeks. 
Acting on information that the 
bombs were brought in from Chica- 
go, Prosecutor Robert Estill is going 
before the grand jury with informa- 
tion involving 19 men. He refused 
to name them, other than saying 
nine were union officials and asso- 
ciates. 

Eddie Winfield and Sam Murphy, 
old-time daredevils, are teaming up 
in a cannon act for the Ak-Sar-Ben 
exposition in Omaha, 





Keep Radio Peace 


(Continued from page 1) 


ters’ nerves, the director’s relative 
averred, and she advised him that 
his company go in for some sort of 
entertainment other than the kind 
that was likely to scare the kids. 

At the next meeting of the board 
tre sister-in-law’s complaint was 
brought up and it developed that 
there were a couple of other direc- 
tors whose wives had objected to 
the thrillers. After heated debate, 
the chairman ordered the shocker 
series pulled and a musical pro- 
gram immediately substituted. Com- 
pany’s execs, who had picked the 
thriller idea, burned over the order, 
but the next program went straight 
musical, anyway. 


Sweet Breath 


Pro-thriller faction, however, re- 
sumed the argument that the pro- 
gram was no different from hun- 
dreds of others on the air and that 
the broadcast line of plugging orig- 
inally confected had lost its force. 
Hooked up with the shocker idea 
was the announcer’s introductory 
eatchline: “These dramas are so 
thrilling that. they’ll take your 
breath away. Take a Breathem and 
it'll come back sweetened and puri- 
fied.’ 

When the anti-shocker group on 
the board refused to yield even to 
this advertising angle, it was then 
suggested that the company’s per- 
sonnel be called upon to vote on 
what they preferred in the way of 
entertainment for the Breathem 
program. Idea was okayed all 
around, and in the resultant count- 
up it was found that two-thirds 
favored a musical session and the 
balance resumption of the mystery 
show. 

Wrangling and _ differences of 
opinion was final'y settled by re- 
charting the program's continuity 
so that two-thirds of it goes for an 
orchestra and a quartet, and the re- 
maining third is devoted to thriller 
blackout, with the latter pretty well 
toned down. 





ponacanail 
Canadian Trial 





(Continued from page 17) 


tured the summing up of Crown 
Prosecutor R. H. Greer. 

Citing a number of cases which, 
he felt, had a bearing on the ca 
Greer took over four hours with de. 
livery of argument.’ The motion 
picture industry, he remarked ig 
explanation of citation for foreign 
precedents, was comparatively new, 


He wished to stress that F. P. Can, 
was a combination with extensiyg 
ramifications throughout the ex. 


hibiting end of the industry, with 
tremendous buying power which 
gave it considerable control over the 
distributors, 

Linked up to Famous Players, he 
declared, was the distributors’ group 
known as the Cooper organization, 
the Motion Picture Distributors ang 
Exhibitors of Canada, ‘an obvious 
offshoot of the same type as the 
Hays organization.’ It was organ. 
ized, he claimed, splely for the 
benefit of Famous Players and of 
the distributors who found in Fa. 
mous Players their biggest cus- 
tomer in Canada, 

Greer Sums Up 

‘I shall waste no time in suggest. 
ing the combine in this case,’ said 
Greer, addressing the bench. ‘There 
is the Famous Players Corporation 
as described by Arthur Cohen, 
showing thei: buying power and in- 
fluence in the industry. You have 
heard how Bloom and Fine became 
attached to Famous Players. The 
latter had over-riding rights in su- 
pervising and booking pictures, and, 
in 1929, Nathanson was managing 
director. The other organization 
that dealt in part with Famous 
Players was Cooper’s organization, 
the Canadian Motion Picture Dis- 
tributors and Exhibitors of Canada, 
which had the most stringent regu- 
lations passed. Famous Players 
were the only exhibitors that be- 
longed to Cooper’s organization. No 
other independent exhibitor was 
given an opportunity to join.’ 

‘When groups join and buy more 
profitably it is no breach of the 
law,’ he continued, ‘but when such 
an organization aggressively injures 
other parties by their buying power, 
then they have transgressed on the 
limits of the law and should be held 
responsible. The right of competi- 
tion is the right of everyone and 
must not be interfered with by ths 
combination of a few. It is nota 
question of undue restraint of trade, 
no matter what the intention is.’ 

In retaliation, W. N. Tilley for 
the defense said: ‘If it is a crime 
to be well organized, successful; 
if extensive operations are bold and 
aggressive, then I have to plead 
guilty; but it is @ shocking inter- 
ference with the rights of people 
who carry on business in a legiti- 
mate business, to be charged with 
forming a combine.’ 


‘Nothing But Insinuations’ 

‘The business was carried on ene 
ergetically and in a proper fashion. 
Evidence against Famous Players 
is peculiarly lacking. The crown 
takes acts by Bloom and Fine, or 
Nathanson, and says that is evi- 
dence against Famous Players. 
There is nothing but insinuations 
against these three.’ 

A. G. Slaght, K. C., for N. L. 
Nathanson and Regal Films, of 
which Nathanson is president, said 
there was an oversupply of pic- 
tures in Canada. The distributors 
had more than they could sell or 
show. 

‘Nathanson was never a member 
of the Cooper organization, nor of 
the Film Board of Trade, He was 
never a member of B. and F. He 
never knew of the existence of the 
standard contract, as far as any 
evidence was brought out,’ said 
Slaght. Personally, I may assume 
he knew of the contract, but, 48 
this is a criminal trial, we cannot 
presume anything.’ 

One concluding argument by de- 
fense counsel was delivered by A. 
C. ._McMaster, K. C., representing 
the Famous-Lasky Film Service, B. 
and F. Theatres, Samuel Bloom and 
I. S. Fine. McMaster asked that he 
might deliver his argument prema- 
turely in that he was recovering 
from a serious illness and wished 
to leave for a holiday in Jamaica. 
He also claimed that no evidence 
had been produced to brand h's 
clients as parties to the combine 
and conspiracy charges. Therefore, 
he did not feel it necessary to pro- 


duce any defense evidence. He 
urged dismissal of the case. 
Justice Garrow, who presided 


throughout the entire proceedilss, 
closed the case when the crow" 
rested and stated, as aforerm’ 
tioned, that he would pass jude- 
ment March 1. 
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Broadway 





4 





Dave Blum now owns & horse. 

Sam H. Harris to Palm Beach. 

Dayton Stoddart’s novel almost 
done. 

Islin Auster 

in. 
ie receiver sales on Broadway 
and Fifth ave. 

Harry Hersfield threw party to 
newspaper friends. 

Johnny Johnstone 
beaucoup avoirdupois. 

Stem hotels are getting stricter 
en the baggage matter. 

Lynn Farnol and Hal Horne trek- 
ing to Hollywood soon. 

Raymond Massey’s departure for 
the coast held up, Flu. 

Broadway cafeteria has gone de 
luxe. Added a doorman. 

Name your own rent in several 
bie Broadway office buildings. 

Halsey Raines is trying to find a 
third home for that cat of his. 

Martin Herman writing letters on 
postcards mailed from the Orient. 

Alan Schnebbe to manage the 
Majestic, Broadway, for Carl Reed. 

Davidd Bath spells his first name 
that way for the sake of numer- 
ology. 

Nedra Smith doing exec duties 
while her boss, Buddy Morris, ill in 
bed. 

Marty Bloom getting auditions for 
Henry Therrien, former Roxy 
singer. 

Glenn Allvine is keeping open for 
week-ends his cottage at Long 
Beach. 

Palace fire gave Sophie Tucker’s 
voice a jolt that took several days 


eollecting books 


putting on 


to cure. 

Country store nights, as liquor 
bolster, are spreading in off-stem 
speaks. 


Phil Berle, Milton Berle’s broth- 
er, has become a vaudeville and 
radio agent. 

Lot of the folks who attended the 
M. P. Club ball Saturday slept in 
the Waldorf. 

Irving Cooper, formerly in Postal- 
Leblang’s ticket agency, now in the 
sign business. 

Allen Jenkins, who plays the 
tough guy in ‘Blessed Event,’ never 
uses make-up. 

Mary McGonigle let her foot go 
to sleep, got up suddenly and 
sprained her ankle. 

Joe Phillips, former p. a. and now 
with the Heraid Tribune, is in a 
New York hospital. 

Lou Holtz and Warners are split- 
ting 25c. per ticket on all brokerage 
buys at the Hollywood. 

Abe Frank back from Chicago 
and telling how Jack Robbins was 
framed in a Chi cabaret. 

Phil Reisman thinks deluxe thea- 
tres are responsible for most of the 
film industry’s headaches. 

That new machine for playing 
baseball being used for plenty big 
bets in one Broadway spot. 

Gloria King, Frank Wilstach’s sec- 
retary, was taken down for a second 
time in a month with tonsils. 

Courtesy coffee between acts at 
Henry Miller’s theatre, served by 
swanky Fifth avenue caterer. 

Ed Wolfe undecided whether to 
answer Jerry Wald’s blast against 
hi protege, the ‘Street Singer.’ 

Several speaks now featuring 
‘two hours of cocktails for $1’ in an 
attempt to attract matinee trade. 

R. H. Cochrane, Universal exec, 
has kept his tan all winter by going 
hatless on wind blown golf course. 

Morris Green’s father struck by 
motor car Sunday. In hospital with 
compound fracture of the leg. Is 81. 

Mark Linder sprained his thumb 
and suffered a few bruises while 
Seeking in a new act in New Jer- 

y. 

Evelyn Kendall, brunet looker, 
working on visual education for Fox 
> Washington, was a week-end vis- 

or. 

What looked like hot red pajamas 
sported by Damon Runyon at Lake 
ges turned out to be a lounging 

it. 

Jim Cron, best dressed trade- 
Paperman, has been buying his 
clothes on Park Row for the past 
decade. 

Abe Lyman appointed acting m.c. 
at Lindy’s. Not decided whether 
Lyman pays Lindy for the privilege 
er vice-versa. 

-\rchie Fletcher and Joe Morris, 
©n this street more years than they 
are willing to admit, have never 

en to the Palace, 

Jack Cohn and Charlie Skouras 
staged a gag wrestling match at the 
ormer’s house party last week. 
Only one table broken. 

. It looks like Basil Gerson’s cus- 
— are pro-Jap. Chop suey or- 
ers showed a steep drop, so Basil 
fanned the Chinese chef. 
h Dan Daugherty is making a hot 
a of the cellar of his home in 
tee) ville. He has lettuce already 
Started, to be transplanted to his 
garden in due time. 
te thlerbilt Play company adver- 
aoe oe legit attraction by having 
sn on ‘Anaconda,’ in preparation, 
Painted in big letters on the glass 
Windows leading to office. 
«Bobby Goldstein, kid brother of 
ged Lewis’ (Lewis and Moore), 
ro rying for the Olympic boxing 
lightwebshe Mawes oe amateur 
sitweight champ last year and at- 
tends the University of Virginia. 











P a 
Harold Smith in Berlin. 
Laurel and Hardy expected. 


Walter Lang among the invisible. | 


Conrad Veidt on from Berlin. 
Extras are having a bad time. 
Charles K. Gordon awaiting Joe 
Zelli. 
: Russell Lewis back to Santa Bar- 
ara. 


7h othe he Club missing George 
Canty. 

Everyone looking for Elsie Fer- 
guson, 


Nita Naldi not seen around since 
return. 

Fred Niblo coming over for va- 
cation. 

More travel films; coming by the 
dozens. 


Helen Gray sketching in the 
Louvre. 
Peatrice Wanger giving big 


parties, 

Fred Bacos silent on return from 
America. 

Frank Vernon from London 
taking apt. 

Marion Dodge finds Paris trades- 
men patient. 

‘The Last Mile’ 
ing troubles. 

Plaza theatre reopening with de- 
tective play. 

Peggy Wood stopping over for a 
gown or two. 

Djuna Barnes writing a long and 
painful novel. 

Jack Tourneur going to direct an- 
other comedy. 

Gordon Pollock 
new invention. 

Whole town 
smith’ preview. 

Robert Davis 
write sidelights. 


and 


may have stag- 


interested in a 
wild over ‘Arrow- 


off to Geneva to 


Gil Wales looking for a news- 
paper connection. 
Lacey Kastner on a Mediter- 


ranean inspection. 

Touis Schneider writing his music 
reviews in French. 

Gertrude Stein has a gang of 
young men around. 

Fred Bacos back at Joinville, and 
awaiting Bob Kane, 

va Le Gallienne off to New York 
with a load of scripts. 

Joel Hillman about to open his 
apartments at George V. 

Cleaners getting ready for Zelli’s 
return at the Royal Box. 

Announced George Davis is do- 
ing play with Rollo Peters. 

Gordon Pollock getting his new 
camera out of the customs, 
Josephine Hutchinson 
goodbye to Place St. Michel. 

Francis Carco’s wife successfully 
operated on for appendicitis. 

Lack of heating freezing audience 
out at the Palais des Sports. 

Ina Claire expected back from 
Budapest to tell about ‘Angel.’ 

Alain de Leche to write dubbing 
scripts for Metro in Hollywood. 

Jacques Deval sore because Amer- 
icans always misspell his name. 

Priscilla Kastner out of American 
hospital after a minor operation. 

Marcel Achard sticking out for a 
five-grand advance for ‘Domino.’ 

Tchernoff of the Erenthal agency 
apparently swallowed by America. 

Frank Bishop has more hair than 
any other American musician here. 

Lot of people mad when ‘Paris- 
Midi’ said blondes were out of date. 

Liska Marsh back from Berlin 
and off to States after two German 
films. 

Harry Lachman is expected back 
when Joinville starts in full blast 
again. 

Andre Roosevelt plugging his Bali 
film via an American Club lun- 
cheon. 

Gilbert Miller battling French 
playwrights for asking too much 
dough, 

Bob Schless planning ‘Five Star 
Final’ preview for local American 
scribes. 

Ike and Dick Blumenthal talking 
to Marcel Achard at the opening of 
‘Domino.’ 

Rene Veller from screen to stage 
to yodel in the next play at the 
Potiniere. 

French Book Club of America 
getting a cut price for 2,000 copies 
of all books. 

Pev Marley sitting at the Dome 
when he couldn't get in a left bank 
picture house. 

Peggy Meighan, daughter of the 
Metro scribbler, has a studio in 
Montparnasse. 

Ludwig Lewisohn wishing to be 
known as the dean of American 
writers abroad. 

George Seldes explaining how he 
can get in and out of Italy without 
Mussolini's help. 

‘Jenny Lind’ 
with Grace Moore, 
now at Madeleine. 

Irvin Marks attempting to get 
Marcel Achard to reduce the guar- 
antee on ‘Domino.’ 

Isabelle Allen, another success- 
ful American in French opera, gets 
an ovation in ‘Faust.’ 

Martha Lo: once in 
Had a Word for It,’ suggested by 


saying 


in French version 
local 


‘ -< , 
‘per, Cc,reeKks 


Visiting Americans as a possibility 


favorite, | 


CHATTER 


for an American adaptation of 
‘Domino.’ 

Fanny May Howard in hospital 
| after a process server was too 
;} rough on the Riviera. 
| Marcelle Chantal denies she has 
|} made up with her ex-husband, Cap- 
tain Jefferson Davis Cohn. 
| Hotel Royal Monceau specializ- , 
| ing in conferences like a little! 


| Geneva, and blessing sound patents 


a pop at a fresh kid only to find he 


was she and he almost landed in 


coop. 
William Seabrook giving 
direct flight to African 


up a 


in the desert. 

A. J. Balaban’s guests, 
Hilhoite and Julie Sharer taking an 
eyeful of the Folies Bergere before 
proceeding to Italy. 

Pansy ball had more theatrical 
people present at Mardi Gras with 
Michel Simon on committee of 
judges for best costumes. 

Queer yearly ceremony took place 
in Paris when artists had a mass 
i said in church for the benefit of 
those who are to die this year. 

Riviera hotel men so panicked at 
the rumored closing of some gam- 
bling joints that they 
open a co-operative place in Men- 
ton, 

Izzy Percival writing all the dirt 
from Rome, including that party at 
the Excelsior, the googoo eyed 





lot more. 

George Canty concluding his 
career as godfather to Americans 
in Paris, by acting as such for 
Richard Ritter, son of the Kodak 
comptroller. 

French Art exhibition in London 
cost Princess Alexis M’'divani 
$50,000, when the former Louise 
Van Alen of New York lost 2 pair 
of earrings. 

On his way back from South 
America, Barbette missed his boat 
in Rio de Janeiro and had to wait 
another week for the next Euro- 
pean-bound steamer. Female im- 
personator, currently playing the 
Empire, had been falsely reported 
dead at the time. 

Fliving of the Lido night club 
caused it to try and shy off a week’s 
contract given nine German ballet 
girls when management alleged 
they were not up to standard. Girls, 
who had already been successfully 
booked by Rottembourg & Goldin 
into the Moulin Rouge and the Al- 
hambra, were awarded $80 damages. 


Sydney 


By Eric H. Gorrick 








Hats McKay and his pig arrive. 
McKay allowed to land. 

Henry Abdy and Mrs. Robert 
Brough, oldtime performers, die. 


Eric Mayell is now editing local 
Fox reel replacing Harry Lawren- 
son, 

Several small showmen have been 
hard hit by purchasing cheap talk- 
er equipment. 

Police refused to allow local the- 
atre to run pictures on Sabbath in 
aid of charity. 

Greater Union will try for a run 
with ‘Ben-Hur’ in sound. Doubt- 
ful if can repeat. 

‘Daddy Long Legs’ did $13,800 for 
week’s run in Brisbane recently. 
Record for size of city. 

‘Alexander Hamilton’ will have 
long-run try at Prince Edward, 
Sydney, following ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness.’ 

Frank Kennebeck, American, has 
been appointed to take charge of 
the New Zealand branch of Para- 
mount, 

Sir Ben Fuller satisfied with 
vaude-revue venture in Sydney. 
Figures idea can go into all theatres 
on circuit and click. 

Government may take over the 
control of broadcasting from com- 
bine in few weeks. Stuart F. Doyle 
may be given charge. 

Sddie Field, formerly of Two 
Rascals, now teamed with Fred 
Witt and doing act over Fuller 
time. Witt, American singer over 
here for many years. 

Capitol, Sydney, now longrun for 
Greater Union and currently play- 
ing ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ Re- 
gent, controlled by Hoyts, grabbing 
all the weekly change, trade soar- 
ing. 


Prince Edward, Sydney, during 
the seven years of operation has 
only screened 59 pictures. Two 


productions, ‘Ten Commandments’ 
and ‘Viennese Night’ each scored a 
six months’ run. 

Greater Union Theatres asking 
for more capital from their share- 
holders saying $50,000 is required. 
Although trade is brighter for this 
still a hard battle is pre- 
| dicted hefore the red becomes black 
in the ledgers, 

Government will not prohibit the 
importation of foreign artists hy 
Australian managements. Govern- 
ment believes if artists are import- 
}ed to take leading roles in produc- 
| tions here it will mean more work 
| for local actors and a bigger chance 
of success. 





company, 


On Mardi Gras, Jerry Blum took | 
j 


interior, to, 


help hunt the French fliers stranded | 


Mariel } 


propose to} 


Italian who proposed to her, and a} 





| Moscow 


By Eugene Lyons 

successful play, 
Afonogenyoy, at 
pre- 


Season's most 
‘Fear,’ by A. N. 
Moscow Art 
pared for filming. 

Exhibition of Soviet art is being 

prepared for shipment to New 
‘ork, where it will be on display at 
ithe John Reed Club. 
The life of an American Negro 
omes to the Soviet Union is 
} the theme of a film recently released 
here titled ‘Black Skin.’ 

Life of Chinese inhabitants of the 
|} Far Eastern regions of Russia has 
| been filmed by Cinema Director Lit- 
vinov an@ will soon be released. 

Announced here that Sherwood 
Anderson expected in Russia in 
|May. He is reported to have in- 
formed a Soviet cultural organiza- 
tion of his intentions to call. 
|; Jubilee celebrating 40 years’ work 


theatre, is being 


here 


who 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


Bad times don't affect the masked 
bas of this season. F 

Several class restaurants helped 
by people who at this season used 
to go to Riviera. or Egypt. 

In these days economy in meals 
has led to invention of new verb: 
to brunch, a contraption of breake 
| fast-lunch. 

Importers appealed 
banning U. A., ‘Hells Angels’ 
land of M-G. ’Secret Sis." Both ape 
| peals denied and films tabooed defi- 
nitely, 





against cen- 


sors 


Rotterdam boasts of a novelty in 
its restaurants: an aquar- 
which guests can pick 
Prunier’s at Paris started 
ago. 

A well- 


one of 
ium from 
| their fish; 
this stunt at least ten years 

Art is hit by depression. 
known cartoonist, Stephan Strobel 
(Hungarian), showing his picture 
at Sala Art Galleries here, entrance 
|fee of 40 cents for which artist 
j} draws free cartoon of each visitor. 








| Panama 


By Bea Drew 





'by the well-known actress, E. D. 
Turchaninova, was staged at the! 
Maly theatre, with which she has 

| been connected through four | 


decades. 

Moscow Museum of 
has purchased two sculptures by 
| Miss Mina Harkavy of New York. 


iThe two pieces are a head of a 
worker and a bust of the Negro 
artist, Johnson, 


A Cinema Research Institute ex- 
ists in Moscow, At present it is at 
work on problems connected with 
j}sound synchronization. A famous 
tussian sound technician, A. Abra- 
mov, is in charge. 

‘Prosperiiy’ is 
|} talker about life 
prepared by Mazhrapom-film. 


satirical 


i Ford, presumably), is the name of 
ithe leading character, who, of course, 
jis defeated by revolutionary prole- 
ti rians., 

There are over 10 nationalities in 
the Soviet Union, each with a lan- 
guage of its own. Which gives the 
film business plenty of headache. 
Already pictures in 19 different lan- 
guages have been produced here: 
Armenian, Jewish, Kirghizian, Mol- 
}davian, Ukrainian, Mongolian, Tad- 
| jik, Uzbek, Georgian—to mention 
only a few. 

Interesting theatrical statistics for 
the Soviet Union just made public: 
437,000,000 people went to motion 
picture shows in 1930, and their 
number grew to 817,000,000 in 1931; 
dramatic and musical shows drew 
30,000,000 in 1930 and 70,000,000 in 
1931. It is pointed out by officials 
that these figures weuld have been 
multiplied many times except for 
the lack of accommodations. Thou- 
sands of new film houses and hun- 
dreds of new theatres are planned 
for the near future. 


Milan 


‘Transatlantic’ had fair success at 
the Odeon cinema. The dubbing 
was terrible. 

The Scala Museum has been en- 
riched by a few Verdi relics, among 
them a hat and an overcoat of the 
great master, 

Jazz, a four-act play by Marcel 
Pagnol at the Teatro Filodramma- 
tici fell with such a thud as almost 
to shake the building, 

‘Madame Pompadour’s Fan’ had a 
short life at the Corso cinema dec- 
spite the fact that Liane Haid and 
Ivan Petrowich were the leads. 

The two-year-old ‘“Tenderness’ 
(French made) with Marcelle Chan- 
tel and Jean Toulont has just had 
a brief stay at the Odeon cinema, 

The Reale cinema has just pre- 
sented the ‘Intelligence Officer (Z. I’). 
The chief parts are sustained by 
Erich von Stroheim and Constance 
Bennett, but with only moderate 
success. 

This season, the Scala manage- 
ment committee was charging 10% 
on admission prices if booked at the 
box office. Now, however, when 
money is tight, the surcharge has 





been abolished. 
Sidney Jones’ ‘Geisha’ won sur- 
prising success at the Odeon the- 


atre, which was filled to capacity 
nightly. Unfortunately, a week was 
all that could be allowed, owing to 
other engagements. 

Luigi Chiarell’s excellent new 
comedy entitled ‘Un uomo da rifare’ 
(‘A Man to Remake’), which was 
nlayed by the Lamberto Picasso 
Dramatic Company at the Manzoni 
is to be done in New York. 

Readmitted at only three cine- 
mas—Milan, Florence and Rome— 
ifter having been prohibited in all 
the chief towns of Italy (some sav 
hecause Rome does not appear in a 
favorable light) ‘Ren-Hur’ has 
scored an unprecedented success. 

The awaited Cines film ‘L2 





long 





Wally’ has made its apnearance at 
the Corso cinema. It is an opera 
that lends itself but ill to the 
-ereen, This latest atternpt of the 
“ines has come like a bucket of cold 

iter to cool the exuberance of 
those who pree'nimed that Holly 


} wood was an also ran. 


Western Art| 


title of} 
in America being} 
Ver- 
{non Roscoe, auto king (a takeoff on | 


Charles Koerpell, manager of the 
Century Club, died in California. 
Eddie Fotrell, manager of Ancon 
|} Inn, returned from trip to Califor- 
nia. 

Mother of Johnny Stoffel, man- 
ager of the Ritz, died suddenly in 
| California. 

Arthur Loew and Hal Roach 
were in Panama for a conference 
with local film heads. 

Happy Draughon is back as floor 
manager of Happyland, the cabaret 
he at one time owned. 

Jose Mojica, Spanish tenor and 
picture star, will be at the National 


Theatre, Panama City, latter part 
of February. 
No more Spanish talkers for 


Panama, where people prefer Eng- 
lish to Spanish they cannot under- 
stand. Too many dialects. 

At last it has been decided what 
to do with the Metropole. It is 
being torn down—cabaret owners 
refusing to pay the large rent, $800 
a month. 

‘My Sin,” the feature at the Cece- 
lia theatre, was taken off after one 
performance. Panama officials said 
it showed Panama cabaret life in an 
unfavorable light. 

Lopez Sisters no longer at Pal- 
ace de Dance. No business. Teach- 
ing dancing until something turns 
up. The Cuban chorus girls and 
entertainers returned to Cuba. 

New feature act, Steve and Mac, 
billed as two boys with 100 songs. 


Just arrived for Kellys Ritz. Other 
new entertainers are Cecil Des- 
mond and Clothial Barryessa, 
dancer. 


William Beebe, manager of Jour- 
ist Club, who was fined $600 and 
sentenced to two months in fail, 
had his fine reduced to $400 and no 
lock up. Gambling in club cause of 
trouble, 

A nice quiet little. fight was 
staged at the new Riviera cafe be- 
tween service men and natives, 
Julius Grad of the U. S. S. Lang- 
ley was killed. Fight started when 
one of the party refused to pay 
chauffeur. 

Sidney Franklin, the Brooklyn 
bull fighter, made no hit in Panama. 
The women’s club and the Humane 
Society raised (you know), but 
could not stop the fight. It proved 
to be a farce. sulls were as fero- 
cious as a peeved grasshopper, Peo- 
nle paid $5 and $3 to see four tame 
he-cows murdered. 

Louise Dunn of the Dunn Sisters, 
whose husband died a few months 
ago, is working in the Ancon beau- 
ty parlor. Ber, her sister, is in 
New York taking a course in beau- 
ty treatment. Will come to Panama 
also. About ten ex-vaudeville and 
cabaret entertainers are in the 
beauty parlor business in Panama, 
and all doing well. 


Colon 
_ Mabel Fortney of the Atlantic is 
in the Colon hospital. 
Eileen Hill, entertainer, was mar- 
ried in Cristobal to Arthur Soper of 


Ancon, Canal Zone. 
The Parker Sister, Irma Dean, 
Diana Dorriane, Margot  Brirus, 


Ruth Nagel and Ellen Neldel of the 
Atlantic sailed for California. 

Trixie Kennedy and Frances Par- 
ker have opened the Harmony Club. 
Both are old-timers, having been 
entertaining around Panama for 15 
years or more. 

Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Lorenzo 
and sons, Jose and Juan Aguena, 
entertainers, arrived in Cristobal 
without funds, and were not per- 
mitted to land. Lorenzo, however, 
was allowed to go to Colon to see 
if Bilgray or one of the other cab- 
arets could offer employment. If 
not they will be returned to their 
home port, Argentina. 

Carlos Jemmines of local Fux tlm 
personnel was murdered by a waiter 
in Bilgray’s cabaret. Was taken to 
the States for burial by his wife and 


brother. Murderer is still at large; 
thought to be hiding in the jungle. 
Fight started when Jemminez 
‘aimed waiter over-charged, and 


when leaving waiter followed to the 
street and stabbed him. 
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London 


Norman Walker to Egypt. 

Walter Summers to Timbuctoo. 

Herbert Wilcox seen at the Savoy. 

Michael Arlen back to Europe and 
glad. 

Bryan Wallace, Edgar’s son, sick 
abed. 


McQueen Pope freelancing and 
happy. 
Pole squatting competitions 


banned. 
Rowland V. Lee likes the English 
climate. 
William 
business. 
Joe Coyne 
birthday. 
Sam Harris 
auto rally. 
Adrian Brunel 
and places. 
Warwick Ward the only punctual 
film player. 
Jack Farrow 
Park hotel. 
Madeleine 
first nighter. 
Harry and 
in vaudeville. 
Eve Stockwell, trouper, says she'll 
give up films. 


Adcock into 


gone 


celebrating his 65th 


in the Monte Carlo 


back from Italy 


here at the Hyde 


Carroll now regular 


3urton Lester back 


Swaffer’s Edgar Wallace obit 
raised squawks. 

Walter Forde on another talker 
with Jack Hulbert. 


Irving Asher back from Paris with 
location knowledge. 

Garrett Graham, American writer, 
scripting for Hakim. 

Edgar Wallace memorial service 
in Fleet Street church, 

Furnished flats in 
now about $30 weekly. 

Excerpts from ‘White Horse Inn’ 
on the radio, March 4, 

Val Parnell suffering from new 
complaint—Gulliveritis. 

Mary Buxton put over the Gals- 
worthy deal with Radio. 

Hugh Findlay lunches at the Kit 
Cat, but it’s his own firm. 

Hugh Tiltman authored a Man- 
churian book in six weeks 

Shirley Dale, current in 
came from the picture field. 

Western Electric studying 
reductions. Peak been passed. 

John Maxwell, a Scot, giving sil- 
ver cup to Film Golfing Society. 

Eros after spring cleaning now 
getting the amateur photographers. 

Theatre patrons annoyed over im- 
pending loss of Embassy in the legit 
field. 

Sam Berney vacationing at Tor- 
quay between Trocodero get- 
togethers, 

Clarice Mayne’s farewell 
party at Genaro’s prior 
African tour, 

Film critic of the ‘Evening News,’ 
described Leo Carrillo as the ‘new 
Spanish actor.’ 

Magicians’ Club again giving 
monthly concerts and calling them 
Ladies’ Nights. 

Ludwig Satz, playing Russia, 
says there’s no money but plenty 
of enthusiasm there. 

Thirty members of Parliament 
saw ‘The Last Coupon’ at the Gar- 
rick at one performance. 

As soon as Tom Burke said he 
was broke, the Hyams brothers 
booked him at a living wage. 

Alex Aarons knows two kinds of 
English show backers, those who 
back and those who back out. 

One person in every 11 is on the 
telephone in England, double the 
proportion 10 years back. But it 
still takes half a minute to get the 
people next door. 


best places 


‘Helen’ 


staff 


dinner 
to her 





Havana 


By Rene Canizares 





Gus Van left for Louisville, Ky. 

Montparnasse finally opened. 

Spanish stock company at the 
National. 

Anatole Friedland and missus 
were around, 

Irene DuPont staging parties at 
her beach house. 

Saratoga sidewalk 
showing pictures, too. 

Jose Bohr, Spanish flicker man, 
sailing for Hollywood. 

Tamara at the Almendares. 
lini, the magician, also. 

Sloppy Joe fired the string band 
and now has six-piec> one. 

Prieto Colli, of Warner, flashing 
his green coat at the races. 

Kaelker Bros. gave away 17,000 
passes for race track this season. 

Plenty benefits for the Santiago 
quake victims, but little receipts. 

Encanto, Par Deluxer, trying new 
policy with pit band and six acts. 

Hotel Nacional, swankiest joint 
here, has entertainment only on 
Friday nites. 

Alhambra theatre patronized by 
plenty American parties because of 
those pictures. 

Lecuona and musical stock com- 
pany expects to sail for a South 
American tour. 

Tourist season here still very 
slow. Lop-Zar Trio, Mex dancers, 
at the Campoamor. 

Riverita tent circus 
stroyed when riot started over 
singer. Results, two men killed. 

Jean Sunday had an accident 
with the Pincho Gutierrez clan and 
thinks Havana is tougher than Chi- 
cago. . 

La Bella Oriental, best looker of 
lecal chorus gals, went wild when 


cafe now 


Ma- 


almost de- 


fillum | 


she found her boy friend with an- 
other girl. 

Six boys of Jerry Freedman’s 
band got notice from immigration 
;}department to leave country within 
|eight days. ' 
ol 


CMC, which controls wires 
Cuban Telephone Co. only station 
with remote control features here, 





now picking up Montmartre, Jockey 
| Club, Casino, Almendares and Hotel 
Nacional bands. 


Hollywoo 





Jim Tully week-ended by Hearst. 

John LeRoy Johnson is a licor- 
ice addict. 

Panhandlers gang up around stu- 
dio gates at 5 p. m. 

Both Carl Laemmles will take in 
Europe this summer. 

Tony Moreno will stay 
City for another picture. x 

Philip Dunn of the Fox writing 
staff trying free lancing. ; 

Ricardo Cortez will vacation soon 
South of the M. and D. line. 

Hawaiian musician at Radio for 
‘Bird of. Paradise’ is named Du Pue. 

Relman Morin boosted from leg- 
ger to chatter columnist on the 
‘Record.’ 

Forrester Harvey says it’s a great 
climate when the canary bird’s bath 
is frozen. 

Chevalier due back March 7 for 
rehearsals on ‘Love Me Tonight’ at 
Paramount. 

Max Shane lost 10 pounds and is 
again wearing the suits he was 
forced to discard in 1929. 

Georgia Hale, ex-Chaplin leading 
lady, now singing and being consid- 
ered for an F. and M. booking. 

Two air announcers traded jobs. 
John McIntire went from KMPC to 
KTM and Dick Licence vice versa. 

Harry Barris will do a _ third 
comedy for the Christies before go- 
ing east for his NBC engagement. 

Richard Arlen also has a way of 
combating peddlers and panhan- 
dlers. He pretends extreme deaf- 
ness. 

Collecting at the studios for 
Charles Hyland, former prize fight- 
er and bodyguard for celebs, now 
blind. 

Theresa Zarber, of the legit 
‘Grand Hotel’ company, and Lute 
Wilson, Ian Keith's cousin, are en- 


in Mexico 


gaged. 

Buzz Berkeley will use 40 girls 
and 20 men in two ceremonial 
dances for “Bird of Paradise’ at 
Radio. 


Jack Oakie fan in Shanghai 
sends him a photo of a Chinese 
double. The Oriental Oakie is a 
peanut vendor. 

Eileen Percy elbowed off the 
‘Herald-Express’ drama section by 
other chatter columns, but con- 
tinues in other Paul Block papers. 

Mimi Aguglia, Italian tragedienne, 
will be at the Beaux Arts theatre 
Feb. 29 in ‘La Malamata’ by Bena- 
vente and a short comedy in Eng- 
lish. 

Boris Ingster, Russian writer at 
Metro, spent two weeks in Ensena- 
da while getting his visitors’ papers 
straightened out with immigration 
men, 

Eunice Martin, secretary to David 
Selznick, turned author and wrote 
‘God Bless the Queen,’ one-acter, 
which goes on the Writers’ bill Feb. 
24 and 25. 

Chorus is in line for ‘Sons 0’ 
tuns,’ Municipalities opener at the 
Carthay Circle. and principals are 
being picked. Fleurette Jeoffrie is 
one set for it. 

King Vidor's ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
company returns to the mainland 
from Hawaii on the Matsonia, Feb. 
24, bringing back one native for 
further shots. 

Ramon Novarro lifting Jack 
Oakie’s eccentricities. Appeared at 
the Mary Wigman recital in a 
sweat shirt and baggy bags. His 
mama wore an evening dress. 

Bill O'Donnell returns to War- 
ners as assistant to Archie Mayo 
on ‘Street of Women.’ Will also do 
the dances in ‘Two Seconds.’ Has 
been staging cafe floor shows re- 
cently. 

Disgusted easterner, who has 
seen nothing but rain the past two 
weeks, is circulating a petition to 
the city council. He wants the 
downtown traffic cops replaced by 
life buoys. 

D. G. Del Valle, who imitates all 
sounds for pictures ‘without me- 
chanical device,’ has distributed 
folders bearing an endorsement of 
his prowess from the Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church. 

Everyone knows the 587 original 
Florodora Girls but the fact that 
there was an original Florodora Boy 
leaked out only this week when 
John T. Murray got a bid from the 
Erlanger office to go east for a re- 
vival. No go. 

Jimmy Durante finds he’s all 
mixed up socially. He’s been giving 
the big hello to extra girls and 
passing up the feminine stars with 
a blank look. Got that way through 
meeting so many people first couple 
of months and says extra girls 
dress like the stars should. 





By Edward Asswad 


Gaby Morlay off to France. 
Mohamed Kerim back to Cairo. 


Ahmed El Jeck, noted Syrian im-| 


in Cairo. 
Ludwig, celebrated German 
on visit in Cairo. 

The Westminster Glee Singers 
are now performing at Alhambra 
theatre of Alexandria. 

Bichara Wakim, Egyptian actor, 
back to Cairo after long tour in 
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. 

Colette Darfeuil has arrived in 
Cairo to play a part in the Franco- 
Arab film, ‘The Sons of the Rich.’ 

The Empire Cinema of Cairo has 
secured exclusive rights to _ all 
British International Pictures for 
three months. This is the first 
block booking in Egypt. 

The Turkish film, ‘In the Streets 
of Stamboul,’ has been presented 
for several weeks at the American 
Cosmograph cinema of Alexandria. 
Hit due to the starring of the cele- 
brated Egyptian actress Aziza Emir, 
first to speak Arabic words on the 
screen. 

The Nahas-Sphinx Films Co. has 
embarked upon its first production, 
‘The Heart’s Song.’ Cast including 
George Abiad, Mrs. Nadira of 
Syrian origin, Abdel Rahman Rush- 
dy, Mohamed Abdella and Miss 
Nadia have left Alexandria with 
the musician Zkaria Ahmed, bound 
for Paris where they intend to pro- 
duce most of their film. 

The Italian Opera Company now 
performing at the Royal Opera 
House of Cairo is meeting vith 
great success. In the troupe are 
Bardone Wanda, Da Monte Alba, 
Girolami Carmen, Jacobo Clara, 
Minghini-Cattaneo Irene, Sobligi 
Franca, Albore Ottavio, Bagnarioi 


presario, 
Emil 
author, 


Antonio, Bordonali Attilio, Casa- 
vecchi Agostino, Checchi Danilo, 


Messina Sante, Manacchini Giusep- 
pe, Nava Ettore, Solei Slessio, Ta- 
furo Franco and Saphir Enrico. 


Montreal 


Morgan gives Mrs. Fiske an edi- 











torial, 

Austin Cross on shipping 
‘Star.’ 

Matinee biz getting 60% gross on 
main stems. 

Maurice Meerte picking up some 
radio work, 

Carl Bergithon covers figure skat- 
ing on side. 

Blue Bonnets, local race-course, 
rumored to close, 

Jim McDonagh, paragraph king, 
after referees again. 

Tea and bridge in Palace mezza- 
nine getting good play. 

Kit-Kat abolishes couvert charge. 
Last night club to do it. 

Phil Maurice to reopen once ritzy 
Venetian Gardens cabaret. 

Local radio rating squawks a- 
plenty on over advertising. 

Washington's birthday week-end 
brings much needed tourists. 

Picketing theatres injunction ap- 
peal put over to end of March. 

His Majesty’s (legit) dark two 
weeks, trying out English vaude. 

Largest crowd foramateur hockey 
for this season, (9000) at Forum 
Wednesday (17). Gross around 
$3,200. 

Only about ten days of out-door 
sports all present season which has 
helped pictures a whole lot. Ski-ing 
which usually attracts thousands 
has been complete wash-out. 

Following slash in manager’s 
salaries, Famous Players, some 
months ago, all other theatre or- 
ganizations sitting on question of 
pay reductions, with one big meet- 
ing scheduled for Monday (22). F. 
P. may cut again in addition to 10% 
slash last fall. 


Toronto 


desk, 








Bob Sherwood here. 
Canada bans ‘Hooey.’ 


Harry Clarke buying compacts. 
‘Good Companions’ breaks up 
here. 


University of Toronto profs take 
salary cut. 

Censors 
burleycues, 

Margaret Evelyn is a sister-in- 
law of Clive Brook. 

Roxy Atkins Smith, champ girl 
hurdler, out of the Olympics. 

30b Noble back with ‘Daily Star’ 
and faithfully meeting all debts. 

Art Hardy, advisory head to wo- 
men's Athletic Fed, is a bachelor. 

Ken McTaggart of ‘Daily Mail’ to 
anes the legislative press gallery 
ciub, 

Jean Hemsworth of the Uptown 
directing the snooty Skating Club 
carnival, 

Scott Malcolm and Barbara Wil- 
cox, who broke the pact, are re- 
welding it. 

Claire Wallace, girl-columnist, be- 
ing partied by Ross Hamilton, 
femme impersonator. 

Margaret Ferguson is the tag of 
the girl, unnamed in local news 
stories, who will marry any man for 


mercilessly slicing the 





' $15,000 to provide medical aid for 
| invalid pappy. 

Dorothy Livesay getting pomes 
into ‘Canadian Forum,’ which does 
not pay for material. 

Roly Young goes rube and buys 
} plot on Rouge river, with film critic 
planning a Spanish villa. 
| Those kinky-haired kids strolling 
| down Bay street were Farina and 
Mango of the ‘Our Gang’ line-up. 

The animation of Jimmie Frise’s 
‘Birdseye Centre’ strip will be done 
by Associated Screen News—if they 
can get him to go to work. 

That Mexican looker seen so often 
with Peter MacRitchie is the war- 
bling Trini Varella who thinks the 
Scots sports-writer is ‘so deef’rent.’ 


St. Paul 


Tower restores screen ads to boost 
the take. 

Wave of phoney $10 bills has the 
b. o. girls dizzy. 

Howard Kahn back 
American vacation. 

Carlton Duffus and Helen Watson 
may need a welder soon, 

Met relighted Sunday 
days with ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 

Magicians threw a party on RKO 
Orpheum stage for Fred Keating. 

Shrine-sponsored circus at muny 
aud. killed all the shows in loop last 
week. 

Julius Heilbrom’s daughter, Doris, 
to wed Little Rock, Ark., man in two 
weeks. 

Joe Rosenfield 
car crash in 10 
buggy. 

Walter Feist following his grosses 
becomes a toboggan fiend on High- 
land park slide. 

Shubert commonwealth stock 
moves to the muny aud. this week, 
with U. A. pictures going into for- 
mer house. 

‘Passionate Plumber’ yanked from 
ace Paramount two days before 
week was up to make way for 
‘Shanghai Express.’ 

Mary Newton on guarantee with 
Shubert Players of $225 weekly 
while balance of cast draws around 
$35 on shuffle basis. 

Alhambra offering 20 acts, ama- 
teurs, and pix for dime Friday nites. 

Bert Lown’s Biltmore Hotel band 
at the Terrace Cafe, 

Dropping of Vancouver raising a 
howl among the vaude units which 
now have three weeks to twiddle 
thmubs on the jump to coast. 

Dolly Gray of the Rathburn saxo- 
phone act double for Lisa Adams 
with the Electric Trio when iatter 
sprained ankle in fall on siippery 
sidewalk, 

Dr. Rockwell panicked weisenhei- 
mers with cards hung in all speaks 
reading, ‘This speakeasy has been 
inspected by me and has complied 
with the law in every respect.’ ‘Ran 
out of cards. 

Walter Raschick Austined into 
town from Hollywood and is going 
to put some of his gossip into a 
mike. He’s the lad who caused the 
coast panic by cameraing the Gveat 
Garbo in her garden 

Ben Pollack band moves into Bou- 
levards of Paris nite club Wednes- 
day indef. And is Hotel Lowry, 
which brought the outfit here origi- 
nally, crying! 3and also packed the 
local auto show week of Feb. 6. 


Loop 








from South 


for three 


unhurt in second 
days, but oh! the 





Dave Balaban’s bright sayings. 

eg Lipstone made a hurried trip 
east. 

Henry Sellinger off to Toronto 
again, 

Dempsey-Levinsky fracas was a 
sellout. 

Benny Holzman here with ‘Band 
Wagon.’ 

Bill Pine still hunting for a cut- 
rate apartment. 

Will Biggie handling the Russian 
pic, ‘Road to Life.’ 

Johnny Joseph finally got time off 
to visit the barber. 

M. B. Paul has a new studio 
hookup on his own. 
; Lloyd Lewis under the weather 
but getting out of it. 

Aaron Jones, Sr., flipped to New 
York over the week-end, 


Ann Ronell around few days be- 
fore resuming trip homeward 


(Omaha), 

George Meighan snapped east to 
attend the Traffic Club’s eat-and- 
talk festival. 

Clarke Rodenbach is go!ng in for 


foctball these days, according to 
Hazel Flynn, 
Evans Lloyd’s' widow, Graclyn 


Whitehouse, making her home tem- 
porarily in New York, 

Henry Herbel having the Univer- 
sal office torn apart and slapped to- 
gether again, only fancier, 

J. C. McCaffery wandering around 
the Sherman lobby after having 
skipped this burg for some months. 

Bill Young so excited these days 
he stuffs sandwiches into his pock- 
ets and chews on important papers. 

Billy Elson and his wife skipped 
to New York to attend the wedding 
of Bill’s sister and romped right 
back, 
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Miami Beach 


By Beachcomber 





Kight couples still 
derella ballroom. 

Beach and Tennis club on 
Beach in warm spot. 


Breakers in Palm Beach ha 
guests to top hotels there. “— 


J. R. Grainger of Fox sto F 
on the Pancoast fora while" ™ 

Capitol theatre files suit to Te. 
strain union operators from Dicket. 
ing. 

Walter O'Keefe is new 
ceremonies 
club. 

Looks as though they’ve thrown 
away the lid in Dade County until 
pay day. 

Ticket sale slow 
Paderewski concert. 
Petersburg. 

Frank Ford is just beginning to 
use black ink on the season's biz at 
the Embassy club. 

Eighteen-year-old youth admits 
stealing ring and $6, and Miami 
judge gives him life term. 

Olympia theatre six years old 
Feb. 13. Sixteen Gary Ford girlg 
augmented bill birthday week. 

One week after drive started 
Palm Beach Community Chest 
workers were $30,000 shy on $40,000 
goal. 

Frank Bruen slated to open his 
racetrack Feb. 29 and hopes to cut 
a few grand off the $125,000 deficit 
left over from December. 

Bill Tilden’s tennis defeat by 
Hans Nusslein looked like a build. 


af s 2 
le ft in Cin. 


Miam 


master 
at Hollywood (¢ sountry 


in Miami for 
Sellout in gy 


up for the pro matches in New 
York. Bill wasn't serious and 
stayed away from the net all the 


way through. 

Junior league got out charity edi- 
tion of Miami ‘Daily News’ Feb. 14 
and had pictures of 28 members in 
roto section alone, with couple of 
hundred more pix of members scate 
tered through the sheet. 

Joe Widener wins important bat- 
tle in racing with Roddy Burdine 
succeeding Reagin as chairman of 
State Racing commission. State 
whatzits gave Joe mild spanking 
through the commish early in the 
year on dates, rules, ete, with 
Reagin leading the parade, but Joe's 
bigger than any of them with Roddy 
strong for him. 

Miami Beach news photographer 
pulled a fast one to get exclusive 
pictures of Colleen Moore and her 
new husband, Al P. Scott, New York 
stock broker, on day after their 
wedding at Ft. Pierce, Fla. He 
trailed them for hours, finally spote 
ted Colleen about to dash from the 
Pancoast hotel to her husband’s 
ear. He had his camera poised, 
then put it on the ground and said 
to Mrs. Scott, ‘I wouldn’t do a thing 
like that. If you don’t want the 
picture made, I wouldn't take ad- 
vantage of you. But it will save 
you trouble to pose once and get it 
over with.’ They fell. 





San Francisco 


Chad Milligan’s place is closed. 


Sammy Carr parted with the ape 
pendix, 


There are 87,536 radio sets in San 
Francisco. 


Henry Warner singing with An- 
son Weeks’ orchestra. 


Mooser Sisters have closed thelr 
cafe and scrammed to Los Angeles 

Louie Flint, who makes the best 
beer in town, never touches the 
stuff. 

Bob Bender, former F-WC chief 
in Seattle, in town en route to 
Alaska. 

W. M. Rosenblum, former banker 
for local theatrical interests, now & 
big realtor. 

Glen Goff out of restaurant bis 
and back at the Kress anc KYA ore 
gan consoles. 

Three weeks’ rest and Caryl Cole- 
man has returned to his NBC pro- 
duction post. 

James McCabe back at his Hotel 
St. Francis managerial desk after 
several weeks’ illness, 

Ben Serkowich, demon RKO rep, 
here oh Ellington opening and pol- 
icy change for the Orph. 

Muzzy Marcelino bicycling from 
Hotel St. Francis to the Warfield 
singing with Hermie King’s band. 

City zoning Golden Gate Park, 
setting aside sections where park 
ing is permissible and others where 
it’s taboo. 

Retrenchment program has most 
of the naborhood houses eliminat- 
ing display space from their dail 
advertising program, 

Soon as verification of the Skou- 
ras deal arrived here all pictures of 
Oscar Oldknow and Winnie Shee- 
han came down off certain office 
walls. , 

City taking advantage of 4 10° 
year-old clause in its charter which 
permits employment of an official 
town crier. He’s reminding voters 
to register. 

Col. Charles Bray, who died in 
New York last week, was former 
western manager of the Orpheum 
circuit here and the one who did 
away with smoking in theatres. 

Dick Bennett sends his Isotta for 
drama muggs who want to inter- 
view him. Tiger Thompson froze 
his nose being frigid to his con- 
freres while gliding back to the 
‘Examiner’ office in the big chariot. 
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Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Taxicab rates lowered again, 
Epidemic of flu and colds con- 


terridas Visor,’ all-talking Swedish 
cture, at Lyceum. 

High school girls and boys found 

raided speakeasy. 

Martin Kelly of Publix suffering 

om mild attack of flu. > 

Jack Shaw, assistant manager at 
Publix Uptown, home sick. 

Local boxing club cutting prices, 
gncreasing number of 55c seats. 

Grace Stark (Eva Frisk), vaude- 
gille actress, here visting mother. 

Frank L. Brzensky, 48, well-known 
jocal musician and composer, dead. 

Al Sheehan, ace WCCO radio an- 
gouncer, handled Automobile Show. 

El Brendel in person and Cab Cal- 
joway’s band booked by Minnesota 
fn March. 

April to bring ‘Green Pastures 

a ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ to 
Metropolitan. 

Eddie Ruben appointed member of 
citizens’ unemployment relief cam- 
paign committee. 

Professional hockey a flop last 
geason, but amateur league games 
drawing well now. 

Ribs broken in railroad wreck 
healing slowly for Mike Frisch, RKO 
exchange manager. 

After month’s darkness 


U. A.- 


Pantages preparing to reopen March | 


2 with ‘Arrowsmith.’ 

Tulane-Southern California foot- 
ball pictures out of State on account 
of booking congestion. 

Ted Volnick promoted to post of 
head Publix booker for division. 
Was formerly assistant, 

Prosperity item—one day’s mail 
brought 50 signed film contracts to 
local Columbia exchange. 

This year’s Automobile Show at 
Auditorium broke all attendance 
records, drawing over 101,000. 

Minnesofa theatre venturing into 
‘grand opera with -scenes' from 
classics as part of overtrure. 

University of Minnesota to 
‘Robin Hood’ Feb. 18 to 20, 
Edward Andrews as guest star. 

Frances Lee of F..& M. ‘Swiss 
Movements’ idea, here last week, a 
local gir] and stayed with mother. 

Local synagogue sponsoring Min- 
neapolis Symphony orchestra con- 
cert with Sophie Braslau as soloist. 

Injunction granted against ‘gam- 
bling, dancing and use of liquor’ at 
Dan Moriarity’s Oak Grove night 
elub. 

Vivian Pearson, 20-year-old local- 
ite who quite high school to enter 
movies, back from Hollywood for 
visit. 

Eddie Kueppers did good job with 


offer 
with 


Oriental decorations in Minnesota 
lobby as plug for ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press.’ 

Kay Green, magician-musician, 


gets M. C. A. time for his ‘Mystics 
of Melody, mixing magic with 
music, 

Bainbridge stock to present prize- 
winnirg play in state-wide contest 
sponsored by local Better Drama 
League. 

Frank Shaefer, head of Publix 
auditing department, back on job 
after month’s absence due to eye 
trouble. 

Minnesota theatre had scoop with 
shots of installation of Archbishop 
Murray on screen few hours after 
ceremony. 

Cliff Grege’s triple somersault in 
automobile featured attraction of 
Shrine circus, being presented for 
first time indoors. 

Charles A. Zinn, manager of Pub- 
lix Uptown, missing from usual 
haunts since engagement to wed be- 
came public property. 

William Mahoney, St. Paul labor 
mayoralty candidate, offering to 
prove ‘underworld control’ of St. 
Paul city government. 

Abe Garfinkle, ex-New Yorkite 
&@nd now local barber for theatrical 
fraternity, blossoming out a prize- 
ght manager on side, 

Rev. George Mecklenburg, local 
Pastor, named to advisory board of 
newly chartered John Wesley Mo- 
tion Picture Foundation. 
ee Gill’s trailer at Minnesota on 
a Wausau, burlesque _ strip 
eet would have home folks be- 

eve she’s a second Pavlowa. 

University of Minnesota partici- 
gation in post-season football game 
$12 unemployment relief nets state 

2,000 as its share of Big Ten pool. 





St. kale 


Mary Hart Still in town. 
Cold weather at last and the sec- 
®nd snow of the season. 
— oe Espy in Chicago lining up 
S for Skouras theatres. 
Al Jolson’s ‘The Wondar RBar’ far 
om a sellout at the Shubert. 
ee Beisman off for New York on 
iness for Municipal Opera. 
- They had to open the third bal- 
Ony at the American for Walter 
fampden in ‘Cyrano.’ 
Pant Etting at the Fox andj Mor- 
wn Downey at the St. Louis 
among Stage show attracy‘ons. 
98 er Peabody arrived back at his 
eon amping ground via airplane for 
“rsonal appearance at the Fox. 


atra again proposes tax on the- 
admissions. This time it’s to 


ere relief of the unemployed. 
-mer Harmon comes from Co- 


| 





lumbus to take charge of publicity 
at Loew’s State. Theatre had no 
press agent. 

Boys in Skouras offices wondering 
what, if anything, is going to happen 
to them now that Paramount has 
taker formal] charge. 

Mayor Miller outlines plan to ‘as- 
sess’ city’s wealthy to the extent of 
$1,000,000 for unemployment relief. 
There is no way he can compel con- 
tributions but he hopes publicity 
will force sufficient donations. 


Washington 


By John Daly 








Lee Somers now the ace writer 
for the ‘Times,’ and going strong. 

Ray Clapper starts off a new 
radio series, ‘Political Reviews,’ 
over Station WOL. 

Hardie Meekin signs Irene Rich 
for a personal appearance at RKO 
Keith’s and gets out the SRO signs. 

Eleanor Powell, tap dancer, had 
to prove she was over 16 before the 
police let her play Washington— 
with Ziegfeld. 

Jimmy Lake, with one bad week, 
goes over the top with a new bur- 
lesque and breaks the house record 
at the Gayety. 

suddy Rogers and June Knight 
guests of Edmund Jewell, general 
manager for the Hearst papers, at 
a Kiwanis luncheon. 


Ethel Barrymore drops into a 
matinee showing of the Spanish 
dancer, Escudero, at the National 


while playing at the Belasco. 
Carter Barron, new manager of 
the Loew theatres, moves the fami- 
ly up from Georgia to a new apart- 
ment at the Kennedy-Warren. 


in the National, Clifford Brooke di- 
recting. 

Larry Sullivan, White House re- 
porter for the ‘Post,’ turns 
jnice piece of work in ‘All 
Washington,’ and sets the 
talking. 

Mark Hellinger, meeting 
newspaper friends, stages a couple 
of parties in The Washington with 
| Lew Brown and Ray Henderson co- 
starred, 

From now on the word ‘pansy,’ 
and all its ramifications, must not 
even be whispered on a Washington 


stage. Otherwise, a ride in the 
paddy wagon. 
Wally Decker, doing his first 


chore with a Fanchon and Marco 
unit, gets a great reception from 
old theatrical associates in the 
legitimate ranks. 

Charles McClintock, vacationing 
with Col. Frank P. Morse, starts 
for the Carribean Sea having as 
cruiser companion Jack Conway, 
the Boston sports dealer. 

Johnny Payette announces the 
first show for the Bicentennial, 
starting the Earle off at one min- 
ute past midnight Monday morning, 
February 22, with George Washing- 
ton’s bust in the lobby. 

When Congress slashed the Bi- 
centennial appropriation from $427,- 
000 to $225,000, Representative Sol 
Bloom told a fellow Congressman: 
‘You can’t expect me to sing when 
you have your fingers around my 
neck, throttling me.’ 


San Diego 
By Lon J. Smith 





Coliseum fights doing well. 
Panhandler~ busy down town, 
Cafe Little club still going strong. 


Myrtle Vane ill in county hos- 
pital. 

Don Wilkins leading Fox or- 
chestra. 


Harry Hartman back. Rubbering 
all Fox houses here. 

‘Crazy Quilt’ cleaned up. Slightly 
indigo, but they liked it. 

Skouras brothers expected to look 
over the Fox layout 

Tom Kennedy getting Troupers 
Parade ready for P. T. A. benefit. 

Hollywood (stock burlesque) B. O. 


not so busy with most of the fleet 
awa¥. 

Vets to present ‘Siege of Ar- 
~onne’ in stadium Feb. 22. Also 


conducting a Brown Derby contest. 

Myron Lustig named music critic 
m morning raper. He’s from Cleve- 
land and plays the Zanzibar zither 
with one hand. 


Savoy and 
won't 


put burlesque in at the 
hopes the Shanghai gesture 
keep the fleet away too long. 

Harry Pollock, Agua Caliente 
going in the air to boost Olym- | 
pie games and induce people | 
to jitter it up at the quaint Mex- | 


more 





were ail good actors. Ho, hum! 


i 
| 
| 
Ralph Hayward getting ready to} 
| 





Steve Cochran sees ‘Child of 
Manhattan,’ cancelled at the Na-| 
tional and is looking for a new at- 
traction for the week of the 29th. 

National Theatre Players’ get} 
ready for their eighth spring and | 


summer season, beginning April -11, | 


|; sone 


Toledo 


New booze squad formed. 

tupert Hughes a Toledo speaker. 

That $2.50 owed Bill Usilton is 
waiting. 

Otis Skinner-Maude Adams draw 
not so hot. 

Leanor Morrison 
RKO hostess. 

Mitch Woodbury knocks over his 
200’s every week. 


continues as 


New cash cage of the Valentine 
right on the sidewalk. 


Barry Shedd, out as Rivoli man- 
ager, still around town. 

Happy Meininger has 
clicked with Dick Meade. 

Granada dark but for one 
stage offerings once in awhile. 

Willie Mylander and Dr. Dick 
Mills are Toledo contract champs. 

With Toledo interested in ma- 
gicians, the Paramount has booked 
Nikola. 

’'Tis rumored that RKO Rivoli 
will drop its vaude soon, but denied 


already 


night 


at the house. 
John Ehrle and wife, Electra | 
Leonard, leave to join musical 


show in Chicago. 

CBS attitude on contest clicked 
here. And Ralph Phelps who has 
long rapped contests. 

Plum Whipple thinks he’s pretty 


hot at bowling. Averaged 160 for 
three games last week. 
Lee Elman is asked to get in 


touch with Happy Meininger, new 
manager at the RKO Rivoli. 
Zimmerman’s restaurant has car- 
ried chorus girls on the cuff several 
times and has never iost a aime. 


Pantheon books’ U.S.C.-Tulane 
grid game as extra feature and it 
should click with football brought 


back to light with new rules. 

Adele Vivera and Anna Sultana, 
dancers with the Don Ruiz and Bo- 
nita RKO act, were robbed of $30 
and $65 when they played the 
Rivoli here. Girls were on 
when sneak thief entered dressing 
room. 

V. K. Richards, ‘Blade’ d. e., has 
highbrow to the extent of a 


| by-line yarn in the current issue of 


out aj} 
About | 


town | unearthed by a Mesopotamia 


‘Art and Archeology.’ 
with relics of ancient civilization 


ex- 


| pedition. 


old 


here. . 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


‘Elektra’ for Ohio March 28. 

Art Cinema’'s opening day changed 
to Friday. 

Jean Hédrlow has a double body- 
guard here, 

Francis Mazza quitting burlesk to 
open spaget joint. 

Al Markel of Fawn and Markel, 
vaude, in hospital. 

New children’s little theatre given 
birth by H. Elconin. 

Rassle cards and fights called off 
during Grotto circus, 

Paul Sprosty, pianist, returns to 
home town in ‘Follies.’ 

Hanna’s stage being enlarged for 
‘Grand Hotel’ March 28. 

Helen Forrest and Arch Lauterer 
observing third anniversary. 

Marjorie Vale deserts loca] radio 
to go to Hawaii with new hubby. 

Frank Orsino pinch-hitting for 
Sam Bradley, and finishing a play. 

Organ club and backstage singing 
parties promoted by Eddie Meixel, 

Case Glee Club signed this year by 
Eddie Melnicker for State in April. 

Charles E, Rohr, who ran Fisher- 
Rohr spot for 20 years, died Feb. 16. 

Karl Von Ei writing yarns about 
his Hollywood trip and trying to sell 
em. 

Dick Zeisler and Murray Winkler 
busy opening new burley spot in 
Detroit. 

Rae Samuel's who 
ace date due to cold, 
March 19. 

Frank Hines, ex-Palace manager, 
rumored to step into a WTAM offi- 
cial’s berth. 

lIlal Sherman’s wife ailing at hos- 
pital while Hal leaves to fil] post- 
poned dates, 

Louie Yuhas all hot and bothered 

Thais Fredericks, whom he 
in April. 

fobert Montgomery, Cincinnati 
bootblack singer, joined Johhny Per- 
* act here, 

Norm Siegel has more pinch-hit- 


eanceled Pal- 
will return 


about 
? 


eqs 


HATTER 


i 





| 
j 


| 
| 


stage | the 


| 


| 


| 


Article deals | 





' 


ters for his radio colyumn than a} 
baseball team. 
RKO Palace will play Gene and 
ilenn in opposish to Radio’s ‘Girl 
Crazy’ at the State, 
Marty Starr tied up with ‘Press’ 
iin stunt to have ‘Follies’ gals cover | 
reporters’ assignments. 

Frat Millor’s band booked for! 
second Charley Mack-Roy Lewis | 
vaude unit to tour Ohio. 

Nat Woolf, new Ohio manager for 
Warner, succeeding C, J. Latta 

ansterred to New York, 


about the good old days when actors | 
r 


VV inner of 


‘ artists’ club is retiring to a con- | 


ent iring 


Lent to recove! 


Addie Adddison finally 


wild model contest held! 


bought aj 
1ew 10 smacker iron hat, after be-- jump when he learns it. 


| tempted here, 


! 


t tuff as director for Milestone pro- 

ican resort. ' t a ng | ductions id-showing stock work- 
Gillette in ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ two | Terry Turner's gags funnier than} of here. 

nights at Savoy, fared nicely. Col- | his Ubangi savages, who were three! So retiring it’s a pleasure to know 

umns of blurb in morning paper! days late for Public Hall circus. |" im, is consensus of opinion regard- 

jing Ward Farrar. And how he'll 


| McLaughlin 





ing ribbed about five-year-old one. 

Al Woods dickering with Robert 
and Sam Manheim, 
local impresarios, to do four new 
legit shows. 

Dizzy blond took a squint at 
Cameo’s shimmying burlesk sign 
and piped, ‘Isn’t that cute for a bar- 
becue shop?’ 

WTAM, getting highbrow, has} 
given Carmen Lorenz official title of | 
‘assistant office manager in charge} 
of femme personnel.’ 

Judy Sherrill, Oberlin society girl 


and singer, who was turned down 
by every station in town ibbed by | 
Liv Lanning, who spotted her in| 


Maurice Spitalny’s band. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Victory is town’s newest nabe. 
Betty Friedman back to N. Y. 
Looks like Louie Rapp to N. Y. 


tay Trotta has a code in the 
dozz. | 

Buddy Welcome out of Fox-Poli | 
band. 

Yale welcomed Albie Booth back 


royally. 
Steve Perutz has moved his fami- 
ly to Brooklyn, 


Sonja Henie due to sparkle at 
Arena, Feb. 26th. 

They're still showing ‘King of 
Kings’ around here. 

Crossroad Inn makes one more 


local dine-and-dance. 

John Cc. Carr directing ‘The 
Wrecker,’ in Branford, 

A flock of fake $10 bills being 
worked on local theatres. 

Eddie Brennan will teach when 
Fox-Poli band folds (25th). 

Wonder what Fox-Poli crew will 


do when house goes sound? 
Lina sasquette says Kearney 
Walton best ‘foil’ she’s had. 
Pop Connors drops around to see 
Kox-Poli boys occasionally. 
The Skylark now offers floor 
show Sat. eves at 50-cent cover. 
Susanne Vollero, 1929 Atwater 
Kent winner, in benefit at Shubert. 


Nelson Durant brushing up po- 
lice legionnaires for ball Wed. (24). 
Local Vassar girls have Bruce 


Bairnsfather due for spiel Mar. 10. 
Harvey Cocks goes for the he- 
man stuff like wrestling and box- 
ing. 
Henry Busse’s current thrill is 
that two-reeler the boys are mak- 
ing. 

Al. K, 
fledged 
teens. 

You'll always 
ville backstage 
are on, 

The new 
and the Floyd 


a full- 
in his 


Jr., is 
still 


Hall’s kid, 
pilot, though 


find Freddy Sco- 
while the girl acts 


fegina Morgan gown 
Stuart tux for Col. 


M. P. Ball. 
‘Vanities’ brought another local 
product (Virginia Brown) back 


home last week. 

That swell drawing 
Dewey Washington by Brent, 
Clifton and Brent. 

Max Cohen, Robert 
Wiener organize Wico Co. 
erate theatres locally. 

‘Vanities’ stars, catching supper 
show at Roger Sherman, took plen- 
ty of ribbing from acts. 

Yale’s Prof. Baker points with 
pride to five of current season’s 
B’way plays by his studes, 

Patrons who shunned ‘Greeks 
Had A Word’ told manager they 
didn’t care for costume pictures, 

Height of something or other— 
cops landed on Sam Cutler six 
hours after opening his new speak. 

Johnny Miller loads up with two- 
bit pieces when he hits N. Y.—just 
in case he meets some old friends 
in front of the Palace, 


of George 
of 


and Francis 
to op- 





Columbus 


By Walt Harvest 


Benny Bee and ensemble radio 
hit. 
Hal Stacy plans wedding bells 


very shortly. 

Tod Raper turns day worker as 
he takes on proud papa role, 

Fritz Howell swears he's off bur- 
lesque and the town knows why. 


Jean Harlow's appearance called 
for heavy guard duty at the stage 
door. 

Screenings in the Variety club 
rooms are fad for exhibs and their 


guests, 

Milt Caniff signs road show stock 
for many weeks of one-niters in 
nearby villages. 

Leo Haenlien stewarding the Va- 
rietv club crowd when the boys find 
7) he knows food. 
announces he’s down 
of that one 


aco, 


liuss Bovim 
two pounds to take care 
veral weeks 
inningham turning out more 
atre writing daily 


man ever at- |} 


was Un se 
Bil C 
Jumns of the 


than ther 


‘ 


any ¢ one 


| 
John Todd, old trouper, doing his | 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





The Darling Twins are really 
twins, born only eight minutes 
apart. 


Paula Stone went on WCAE alone 
last week, Papa Fred having mike- 
fright. 

Jim Sharkey, head of the Colum- 
bia exchange, is Film Row’s biggest 
sport fan, 


Joe Cook at the Penn, his first 
time around here since the ‘Vanfe 
ties’ of 1924. 

Florent Gibson, telegraph ed of 
‘Post-Gazette,’ back on job after 
two-week siege of flu. 

Lew Joseph swears this is his 
last year in the show business, but 
he’s said that before. 

Gene Gaudette, Don Bestor’s 


praise agent, off to the Lig Town on 
business for his 


Don Bestor sez he'll feature ‘Life 


boss. 


Is Just A Bowl of Cherries’ on 
Washington’s Birthday. 
Metro slapped a flock of extra 


dough into the newspapers here to 
get ‘Freaks’ under way. 

Ziegfeld considered a $7.70 top 
for ‘Hot-Cha's’ opening nite here 
but thought better of it. 

Benny Davis in nearby Youngs- 


flock of gags to 
column, 


in the way 


town forwards a 
Charlie Danver's 

Benny Drob got 
ouple of falling bricks last 
and wears a head bandage. 

Garbage wagons’ around 
with ‘No Riders’ signs on them, 
though that was necessary. 

Pat Haley, the singing ukester 
and. Battling Gizzy, up-and-coming 
local pug, are close frie ds. 

B. Iden Payne on Carnegie Tech 
campus again to direct ‘Hobson’s 
Choice’ for the Drama School. 

George Jaffe gave Terry Turner’s 
Ubangi king the hot-foot the other 
night and did the queen burn! 

‘Hot-Cha’ marks second visit of 
both Buddy Rogers and Marjorie 
White to town within a month. 

Bert Lahr’ll always remember 
Pittsburgh for that fake air review 
Ed Lowry handed him a year ago. 

John McNulty, new d. e. of the 
‘Press,’ used to hold down the 
drama desk on a Columbus (0O.) rag. 

Ed Morton, who sells projection- 
ist supplies, has 112 pipes and his 
favorite is a corn-cob 25 years old, 

Sally Starr, local gal whose real 
name is Strum, has just been signed 
for a new Shubert musical, ‘Stage 
Fright.’ 

Influence of Goldbergs on the air 


ofa 
week 


town 
as 


costs Jerry Mayhall piano lessons 
for his daughter and a violin for 
his son. 

Louise Snyder, of the Stanley 


chorus, has gone platinum and a 
flock of her colleagues plan to fol- 
low suit. 

Mark Hellinger welcome at Wil- 
liam Penn Hotel for swell plugs he 
gave the place in his column last 
summer, 

Ford Miller, WCAE announcer, 
had a birthday last week and 35 
Mothers of the Democracy brought 
him presents. 

Mrs. Mike Cullen (formerly Hazel 
Jennings of the ‘Follies’) and her 
old boss, Ziggy, in a long pow-wow 
at the Nixon. “ 

Dick Leibert and Don Albert, 
buddies at the Penn a few years 
ago, are together again for Loew's 
in Jersey City. 

Harry Feinstein has deserted de- 
partment stores for theatres and 
lands with WB in East Orange, N. 
J., at the Embassy. 


Albany, N. Y. 


By Henry Retonda 





Charles Sessonsky closed his 
house at Carthage. 

Irving Derr has replaced Irving 
Heller, resigned Fox booker. 

Steinberg & Sobel are building a 
new picture house at Boonville. 

Harry Bassett, paramount booker, 
operated on recently, is back home 
and improving. 

Troy theatre changed its policy 
from Saturday to Sunday openings, 
‘louse is on split week. 


Employees of State, second run, 
siven two weeks’ notice. No defi- 
nite action as to next step. 

Warner Employees gave Lou 


Lazar, zone manager, a party on his 
20th wedding anniversary. 

‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,’ which 
ran for a week at the Strand, was 
srruoght for three the 
"itz. 

Sunday 


back days at 
pictures are being contin- 
ued here through sanction of the 
ommon council and the mayor to 
\id the unemployed. 

Boy Scouts put on a skit at RKO 
Palace as part of the theatre’s reg- 
ular program in observance of the 
‘couts’ 22d anniversary. 

Lincoln, Troy, has booked Sher- 
nan Family, tadio’s Oklahoma 
owboys for four days as added at- 

iction to feature picture. 


Harry Aranove of the WB ex- 
‘hange was taken to Albany hos- 
vital for an operation for appendi- 
itis Replaced temporarily by 

es Labelle. 

Charles Smakwitz, district man- 

er of WB, and J. C. Car] - of 
‘obleskill, appeared at a public 
Searing to oppose a |} introduced 


wing villages or 
$500 population or 
pictures. 


1 the assemb! 1} 
OmMmmunitie: 


less to operate free 
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New England 


Harmonica band craze spreading. 

Osmund W. Brown new prexy of 
Lynn Press club. 

Some of the d. e.’s are doubling 
in police and other beats. 

Joe Kavanaugh paid a surprise 
visit on his folks in New Bedford 
prior to leaving for the coast. 

Albany’s ‘Variety’ mugg, Hank 
Retonda, hosted your correspondent 
on a visit to the new RKO Palace 

There are more than 50 amateur 
dramatic clubs in New Bedford and 
only one theatre with stage shows. 

Jobs for newspapermen scarce 
and what bum salaries for them 
as is open. Coffee and cake pay 
offered. 

Two 
when fire 
the Loring 
ham, Mass. 

William A. Dillon, executive sec- 
retary of the I. A. T. S. E., injured 
in New York, has been brought to 
his Fall River home to recuperate. 

Worcester jury awards woman 
$1,000 in her suit for $10,000 against 
Julius C. Lane for injuries suffered 
in a fall in the old Jewel theatre 
in 1928. 

Superior court judge prohibits 
union operators from picketing Or- 
pheum Amusement company’s three 
theatres in New Bedford. Union 
will appeal to the State Supreme 
court. 

Roland F. Smith, Salem show- 
man, was robbed of his automobile 
or April Fool’s day. That was two 
years ago. The insurance com- 
pany settled. But the other day the 
auto showed up again. ; 

Joe Johnson, Brockton theatre 
copper, made his debut in court 
accusing two youths of assaulting 
him, but Joe became so flabber- 
gasted at the defense lawyer's 
questions that he fainted on the 
witness stand. 

The latest applicant for the honor 
to build the first theatre in Brook- 
line, Mass., has backed out. He is 
Charles P, Coughlin. ‘S’funny, 
here’s the wealthiest town in U. S. 
without a theatre and now that it’s 
O. K. to build one there’s no rush 
as there was before citizens decided 
to let down bars against theatres. 


Lexington, Ky. 


By Charles G. Dickerson 


hundred customers fled 
caused $500 damage in 
film theatre at Hing- 








Tom Moore a casual visitor. 

Jack Dempsey invited to visit 
Kentucky legislature. 

Three hundred horses in training 
at local galloping plant. 


Vaude on way out at Kentucky 
Publix. Unit shows installed. 
Earl Pool, veteran jockey, rode 


his 1200th winner at Hialeah track. 

Proposal for 10% tax on amuse- 
ment tickets before Kentucky legis- 
lature. 

Trotting association injects young 
blood by electing Sam. Look as 
president. 

Lexington tobacco warehouses 
this winter sold 93,000,000 pounds 
of burley, world’s record. 

New city manager did some 
sleuthing on his own hook to bring 
about closing ofelocal speak. 

Sunday stage shows continue at 
Ada Meade. Prosecutor has not 
yet devised a way to‘stop them. 

Nearly half a million people have 
visited Man O’ War since he went 
into retirement here from racing 12 
years ago. 

‘Green Pastures’ at Cincinnati, 85 


Lexington and surrounding country. 
No legit here now for more than 
two years. 

Favorable action taken on bill to 


reduce daily race track license at 
Lexington from $2,500 to $500. If 
bill passes, which is likely, spring 
and fall meetings will be resumed 
this year. 

Gene Austin had a funny ex- 
perience in the university sorority 
houses. Went around to sing for 


the gals but had difficulty in con- 
vincing them he was Gene. They 
thought he was just another college 
out to see the world. 








guy 
Youngstown 
By Herman Bonchek 
May Dowdell better. 


Banks are due to,reopen. 
Young Nick’s place bombed. 


10c talkers downtown at Hip. 
Ten-cent talkers invade down- 
town at Hip 


Jack Elliott’s cold now going into 
15th day of run. 

With Princess and Hip companies 
through, legit has folded. 

Dave Robins commutes 
Youngstown to New York. 

S. S. Solomon’s record now is an 
even dozen promotion ideas a day. 


from 


Vice squad using tear gas to 
stampede tenderhorns in downtown 
speaks. 

Vice squad arrests four nude 


dancers and chases 400 customers 
at $1 per. 

Joe Shagrin has a lease on the 
second chair, left hand side as you 
enter, in Park lobby. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 








No bread line in Boston. 
Unemployment fund reaches $3,- 
000,000. 

Joe Rines heading for Havana for 
six weeks. 

Ex-Mayor Fitzgerald celebrates 
his 69th birthday. 

Charley Gordon promotes a wres- 
tling match in the Shubert! 

E. M. Loew’s newest local house, 
the Watertown Square, opened last 
week. 

Dick Whorf gets a great send-off 
on leaving the Copley Players for 
Broadway. 

The North Terminal Station will 
build a picture house at the east 
end this spring. 

Ed Cuddy, former local newspaper 
reporter, returns to Boston as divi- 
sion manager for Publix. 

Tom Harty, former Boston Col- 
lege cheer leader and dramatic star, 
returns to town as a full-fledged 
actor. 

Judge Kenneth Johnson of Quin- 
cy rules that the new comic maga- 
zines are not obscene after reading 
some taken away from school kids. 

Former Lieut. Gov. Ed Barry tells 
legislature that professional wres- 
tling is on the level and the local 
newspapers didn’t call the state- 
ment news. 

George Laby has been given the 
new Paramount which opens Feb- 
ruary 25, and Harry Brown, Jr., 
gets the publicity berth. Both are 








Chasing rubber checks keeps local 
police on jump. 

Gamblers hanging on by eyebrows 
waiting for first sign of spr'ng. 

Mayor Roberts writes more poetry 


and is turning it out on colored 
postcards. 

Two small Nevada banks close 
and two more consolidate, compli- 
cating depression battle, 

James McKay, sportsman and po- 
tential fight promoter, taking rest 
cure in California hospital. 

Three gambling houses on Main 
street dark, but owners still paying 
rent. Waiting for summer tourists. 

Dr. Carl P. Andre, acquitted of 
murder charge few months ago, se- 
cured divorce decree Saturday (20) 
from wife he left in West Virginia. 

Tahoe Tavern opened for national 
ski tournament. Highway cleared 
of snow in expectation of flock of 
winter sports enthusiasts from San 
Francisco, 

John Eshelman Lloyd, husband of 
Judith Voselli, stage and screen 
player, filed divorce action here and 
is due to get decree this week. 
Charge cruelty. 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 





E. H. Arnold, formerly of this 
city, replaces Fred J. Sarr as city 
manager .for Skouras in Oswego. 
Sarr goes with RKO, 

Short civic ceremonies marked 
the inauguration of Loew’s fourth 
anniversary week. Mayor Rolland 
B. Marvin cut the birthday cake. 

Morris Rosenthal, of Wilkes- 
Barre, is the new manager of Jef- 
ferson, Auburn, succeeding Charles 
Rose, transferred to the Colonial, 
Norwich, 

Joseph McConville, of Boston, 
Columbia division manager, and 
Charles Johnson, in charge of Co- 
lumbia’s Albany exchange, in town 
for booking confabs at local 
Skouras headquarters. 

Frank Kneeland’s Hollywood 
Scampers, recently at the Eckel, 
25-cent house, as supplementary 
stage attraction, now playing at the 
Cafe Dewitt, night club. 

E. Marshall Taylor, executive di- 
rector for the Central New York 
Theatres Corporation, Skouras ope- 
rating company and Miss Betty An- 
derson of Long Beach, Calif., mar- 
ried here at 2 a. m. Feb 16. 





Bronx 





Bill Geehan gets around. 

Louis Gans at all the forums, 

Abe Ludacer married, but still 
working. 

No one knows what’s become of 
Chris Egan, 

Maurice Bliss adding weight 
since marrying. 





Frank Schiffman to Havana for 





miles away, drew hundreds from 








line promotions by Ed Zorn. 
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H. A. LANZN ER, General Manager 


Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
are prominent leaders 
phase of human _ endeavor. 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration....Period 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 
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at 7th Ave., New York City A 








one of those vacation trips to make 
Leo Brecher green with envy. 

Al Evans used to be a big-league 
baseball player. 

Fert Korbel doing a Greta Garbo 
with smoked glasses. 

kK. K. Hansen’s rival to Russ 
Columbo is ‘Russ’ Goldfarb. 

Morris Sussman’s boy, Irving, 
a dead-ringer for Buddy Rogers. 
That old-time photo of Sol Levoy 
evoked howls and such comment! 

Jack Traub married Sunday, and 
all the local Loew people on hand. 

Max Karper’s briefcase contains 
everything but mechanical refriger- 
ation, 

Joe Kligler threw his annual 
party for the employes of the Daly 
theatre. 

Sid Koenig affecting double- 
breasted vests and pleated shirts. 
Spats next. 

Bill Geehan taking up the Ed 
Lowry exploitation where Eddie 
Hart left off. 

Leslie Spiller around after a five- 
year absence. But no change in 


is 





the Windsor’s picture policy. 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Somebody saw a robin. 
Al Jolson ticket sale oke. 


Dora Middlesworth had walk 
flu, ™ 


Frances Dale opens stock at Prin. 
cess 27. 

Ed Pierce one of those pipe ang 
radio boys, 

Helen Lochrie by air to father’s 
bedside here. 

Margaret McGrevey 
purse snatcher. 


Paramount reducing 
from five to four. 

Iowans wintering in Calif number 
less than half of last year’s exodus, 

Auto show 22-27. Dan Murphy’g 
orchestra and fashion show fea. 
tured. 

Flu present. 
A. H. Blank 
States. 

Attendance at Iowa clothiers’ con. 
vention lightest in history of asso« 
ciation, 

Foursquare Gospel minister gse« 
lects picture titles for his sermons, 
Latest is ‘Hell Divers.’ 

Jack Roth finally admits his 
cousin, Sylvia Sidney, is oke star 
material. He prefers blonds himself, 


victim of 


Stage actg 


Harry Weinburg and 
victims at Centra] 
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JED HARRIS presents 


CHARLES LAUGHTON 


in the Great Mystery Melodrama 


THE FATAL ALIBI 


BOOTH THEATRE, 45th, W. of Bway 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 











Mary ELLIS & Basil SYDNEY 


JEWEL ROBBERY 


Most Exciting Comedy in Town 
VANDERBILT, 48th St., E. of B’way. Evs. 8:45 
___Matinees Wednesday and Saturday, 2:45 





GILBERT MILLER presents 
Edna Herbert 
BEST MARSHALL 
i 


There's Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten’” 

‘Utterly delightful.’"—John Mason Brown, Post. 
EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 
Eves., 8:40, Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


HELEN HAYES 
in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“One of the few triple-starred, immediately 
ae entertainments in town,’’ 
—Gilbert Gabriel, N. Y. Am lo 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea, 124 W. ad ee 
Evs. 6:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 
“The season’s most gratifying adventure,’’— 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune 

Staged by Gilbert Miiler 

BROADHURST Thea., 44th a "y. 

Evgs. 8:40. Matinces Wed. a Sat. 2:50" 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 

















Company of 200—60 Glittering Scenes 
15 of The World’s Most Beautiful Girls 
Nights, Entire Orchestra, $3 Entire 50 UP 
At Unusual Prices Balrony c 
Mats. Wed. and Sat., 50c to $2 
EARL CARROLL THEA., 7 Av. & 50 St. 





mene H. Harris Presents 
J. HAROL 
BOLAND MURRAY 


“FACE THE MUSIC” 


A New Musical Comedy Revue 
by IRVING BERLIN & MOSS HART 


New Amsterdam Th. ¥:4248t. Mts. 


Wed. &Sat.2:30 














MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 

Broadway has not heard lovelier 
music in its _life.""—Gabriel, American. 

GLOBE THEATRE, B’way-46th St. Evgs. 8:30. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office $1 to $3.50. 





DRESSLER 


as “EMMA” 
ia Vaudeville: Billy House, Mus. Comedy 


Star; 
Revue, 


Edward 3. Lambert, Tiny Town 
Frank Melino & Co., others. 








| a:  deeeeeen rot eres 
ROBT. MONTGOMERY 


BWAY, Lovers Courageous 










Phil Spitainy 








5 STREET SINGER in Porson 
ST. 


Piro == 





with WILL wi Trane 
VILLIAM MITCHE 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DURAN? ‘ 






Broadway and 


MAYFAIR 47th Stroet 
CONSTANCE 
BENNETT 


In RKO Pathe Picture 


“LADY WITH A PAST” 


with 
BEN LYON 


DAVID MANNERS 












PALACE B'way & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 
24 & Last Week—New Skits & Song 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
SMITH and DALE 


JACK WHITING 
BERNICE & EMILY 
OUR GOLDEN BLONDES 


F 
BILL ROBINSON & CO. 


86th ST. 
Wed. to Frid 
FRANK =i 





86th St. & Lex. Ave, 
Continuous Shows 


Feb. 24 to 2 
BARBARA . 


FAY—STANWYCK 


In Person 





“MANHATTAN PAR 
| with Smith by all 





On Broadway 
Continuous Shows 


Si st ST. 


Wed. to Friday, Feb. 24 to 26 
“MANHATTAN 
PARADE” 
with SMITH & DALE 
WINNIE LIGHTNER 


EE 


——, 


ALEXANDER McKAIG presents 


ERNEST TRUEX 
WHISTLING +%- DARK 


By Laurenee Gross and Edward Childs C tw 
Directed by Frank Craven — 


Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St., W. of By 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sut., 2:40 


5th MONTH — COMEDY HIT 


A Church Mouse 














— 





with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 
48th, E. of B’way 
PLAYHOUSE Evenings at 8:45 


Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 








SMASH HIT! “Most amusing of 


the mysteries.”—Manile, “News.” 
Robt. V. Newman presents 


Trick © Trick 


wih JAMES RENNIE 
8. 2s y. of B’ y 
a HARRIS hen ‘ie. We aa. a 
O xX Y SEVENTH AVENUES 
AT 50th STREET 
JOAN BENNETT in 


“She Wanted a Millioncire” 


Magnificent Stage Show with Fred Waring'’s OF 
chestra and Entire Roxy Theatre Ensemble 


Bginning Friday, “Cheaters at Play.’ with 

















Thomas Meighan and Charlotte Greenwood 
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Going 


Places 


By Cecilia Ager 





Looks English, Talks American 
Madge Evans is in no way per- 
turbed by the necessity for being 
frightfully British in ‘Lovers Cour- 
eous. Her straightforward gaze, 
— aura of wholesome health are 
ye the good, so now all that re- 
mains for her to do is wear a lot 
of tweedy things, riding habits, and 
garden hats. With so many staunch 
English accents in the cast, surely 

o one will mind if she goes on 
talking like an American. 

Her ability to snub musical com- 
edy Englishmen on the liner bearing 
nor, back to England from South 
Africa could be either American or 
English, but it’s most probably Eng- 
lish. There’s a tradition round 
about that Englishwomen are 
haughty wenches, and Miss Evans 
ean give the unseeing eye with the 
pest of them. 

While she’s neither tall nor slim 
in the legendary British manner, 
she’s mastered the wearing of 
tailored suits, which gives her an- 
other advantage for English char- 
acterizations. Then, too, her hair 
falls in regular, neat, and orderly 
waves with typical Anglo-Saxon 
gecorum, her chin is firm and de- 
termined, with true British tenacity, 
and her eyes are wide, innocent, 
and blue. 

Short of getting an English girl 
to play this English girl, there’s no- 
body in Hollywood amongst the 
Yankees who has more to offer. If 
there wasn’t so much insistence by 
the cast on* names like Picadilly 
Circus, tobacconist’s assistant and 
Trafalgar Square, this routine ro- 
mance might just as well be going 
en in Hollywood anyway. 


Connie’s New Grip 

With Constance Bennett as its 
ease history, ‘Lady with a Pas’ 
traces the transition of a _ social 
washout into the rose of the rancho. 
Its argument is simple, once you 
can bring yourself to accept its 
major premise—that in the begin- 
ning the Bennett is a cocktail party 
drip. 

Surely a gal who can make of 
her bony figure a clothes hanger of 
such surpassing chic must have 
read the ‘Ex’ books as well as ‘The 
Microbe Hunters’ and the Noguchi 
biography, yet it’s with the latter 
heady tomes that her line’s con- 
cerned. How much better it is to 
murmur to each new gent: ‘I’ve a 
bone to pick with you—’ a simple 
device, and strangely infallible. 

Miss Bennett's competition, Mer- 
ba Kennedy, has such success with 
this well known bait for masculine 
interest, it takes a heap o’ believin’ 
to agree that Miss Bennett wouldn't 
know about it. 

Even though they may not be- 
lieve it, the flaps will enjoy seeing 
Miss Bennett suffer a little of the 
silent agnoy that breaks the heart 
of a girl who has to play bridge 
With the chaperons while all the 
Others are dancing. It’s good for 
& change to see her go through a 
whole dance without a cut in. Let 
her discover what it means not to 
be Constance Bennett. They know— 
let her find out. 

And yet, while they feed their 
revenge with her pretended inability 
to evoke the questing instinct in the 
male, they are not too proud to note 
the new grip she’s sponsoring for 
snncing. All her dance dresses 
phew floor, which necessitates 
- olding up her skirts with the 

eht hand instead of resting it 
Upon her partner’s arm. The re- 
sultant posture is at omce charm- 
ingly old fashioned, sophisticated, 
ceeane’ and unquestionably de- 
she ng of closed position else- 
ga in order to follow her part- 
<i The clothes Miss Bennett 
heron during these instructive pro- 
a ings are below standard, save 
i oe black velvet dress with a 
etres pred sage neck, long full 
& high nek aim y Sree wrist, and 
Waist. s : center to the 


- Kicking the Gong Around 
Hote Capitol stage show, ‘Cuban 
Tipe — feeling that its audience is 

or stronger stuff after the de- 


beach at Havana the scene shifts 
to 10 nights in a Cuban barroom. 
The Chester Hale Girls can take 
their liquor all right. All it does to 
them is get them swaying in cres- 
cendo catapults while sinister pur- 
ple and green lights bathe the 
wicked flesh net foundations of their 
painted silk peacock skirts. 

But the lady of O’Hanlon and 
Zambuni succumbs to the pipe, and 
it causes her to carry on quite bra- 
zenly. She isn’t content that her 
white ruffled rhumba skirt is slit all 
the way up the front. Under the 
influence of the drug she flings her- 
self upon a bunk and bares her 
shapely legs in the manner made 
famous but lately abandoned by 
Fraulein Deitrich. This becomes a 
habit, which sticks to her through- 
out all her subsequent numbers. 

The Chester Hale Girls, to prove 
that they can look upon the seamy 
side and still remember the brighter 
things in life, return for the finale in 
brief Harlequin costumes for a num- 
ber concerned with throwing guitars 
back and forth in rhythmic, dainty 
and ‘girlish formations, 


Not Worth It 


It’s hard to decide which is the 
phonier in ‘She Wanted a Million- 
aire,’ the Atlantic City beauty Con- 
test or the Qua’tz Arts Ball in 
Paris. Joan Bennett’s the winner 
of both events; maybe that’s why 
they seem so unreal, These insti- 
tutions are glamorous, exciting, in- 
spiring legends to the picture pub- 
lic. To qualify as the belle of just 
one of them requires unusual 
loveliness, so it is supposed; to 
make them both a gal should be a 
positive sensation. Miss Bennett is 
very pretty, very young, and very 
negative. 

Her superiority for the beauty 
contest apparently resuits from her 
individuality in holding her hands 
on her hips as she parades before 
the judges. The other contestants, 
with better figures and more grace- 





ful postures all walk with their 
arms outstretched. For the toast 
of the Qua’tz Arts Ball Miss Ben- 
nett appears quite decently weighted 
down with costuming, but then, the 
apex of abandon at this Hollywood 
version is set by a sequined cooch 
dancer far less expert at torso toss- 
ing than anyone of a score of home- 
grown Rasch girls. 


Miss Bennett, who, in her com- 
mendable desire to help her poor 
mother and little brothers and 
sisters, insists upon marrying a mil- 
lionaire, learns a bitter lesson. 
marries the millionaire right enough 
but only so that this picture can 
prove what vile wretches million- 
aires are. If the ladies will but 
take warning from her horrible ex- 
periences with the breed, the coun- 
try will be safe for railroad fore- 
men forever after. 

Miss Bennett’s lecherous husband 
beats dogs, kicks servants, watches 
her through peep-holes, listen to 
her innocent conversations by means 
of microphones ingeniously hooked 
up in his cathedral-like chateau, 


She 


and enters her bedroom through 
secret sliding panels when she 
thinks she’s safe because. she’s 
locked the door. For all she puts 
up with, Miss Bennett really does 
very badly. A handful of mid- 
western clothes purchased in the 
heart of Paris, a pedicure with 


bright red polish, blonde hair in- 
stead of brown ringlets, and piano 
lessons. It wasn’t worth it. But 
that’s the moral anyway. 





ALABAMA DROPS ACTS 


Birmingham, Feb. 22. 

Two weeks’ notice has been posted 
backstage at the Alabama (Publix) 
for vwaude, which will end this 
Saturday. 

House has been playing RKO 
acts, but goes back to straight pic- 
tures. 





QUINCY EXPERIMENTING 
Quincy, Ill. Feb. 22. 

After several years without 
vaudeville the Washington theatre 
is dating an occasional act. 

Promise if the new venture takes 
well is for two or three acts at all 
performances. 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 
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Should Forget to Coo 

Something should be done about 
Sidney Fox’s sweetness. It’s just 
too thick. It gushes out and hits 
audiences right between the eyes. 
And anybody knows that’s much 
too bold for anything as 
demure as ingenue charm. 

In ‘Nice Women,’ Miss Fox un- 
derestimates her own talents with 
a determination to »e completely 
adorable. 
ant when she forgets to coo. 
pert face impish charm 
the moment it decides to be bland- 
ly seraphic. Mannerisms that bor- 
der on satirical sweetness fashion 
an incongruouc personality for a 
heroine who boasts that. she knows 
all of life’s answers. 

But the misguided ingenue 
needn't take all the blame for ‘Nice 
Women.’ After all, there’s a script 
that couldn't decide between 
Frances Dee or Sidney Fox for Its 
leading woman, It starts out in 
favor of Miss Dee, who plays a rou- 
tine part with none of the sparkle 
of former assignments, Midway, it 
decides that Miss Fox really isn’t 
a nasty, conniving little busybody, 
but a genuine heroine worthy of 
audience blessing. 

There is no such indecision about 
Carmel Myers’ account of a wise- 
cracking lady with a heart of gold 
and a taste for Scotch and soda. 
Lucille Webster Gleason’s’ sure 
comedy sense finds amusing side- 
lights n a social climbing matron, 


a gesture 


loses its 


Marlene Hides ’Em 


Picture chatterers will have to in- 
vent a new nickname for Marlene 
Dietrich in case they are still in- 
terested in  parethenical titles. 
‘Ler 3’ no longer applies. Her fa- 
mous appendages have become 
‘limbs’ that hide their curves be- 
neath modest lengths of slinky ma- 





terial. Legs that once flaunted 
sheer chiffon hose have become 





Slight comment is added. 


Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, 


nor ever 100 points in total. 
with the named points opposite each player's name. 
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Comment. 





HOLLYWOOD 





Lydia Roberti.... 8 9 + 


< 6 Ww 10 ’ 7 9 & 


Carefully calculated naivete 
wins audience. ‘Solo Mio’ 
should be eliminated from 
otherwise perfect routine. 





Venita Gould..... 8 ® 8 


10 8 7 a 7 + + 73 


Gifted mimic whose new im- 
personations are not up to 
the old standbys. 








Neat trio entertains solidly 





Boswell Sisters... 4 9 ® 7 7 7 9 10 4 10 72 
with stylized harmony and 
pleasing manner. 

Lorraine Manners. 7 8 7 9 b “4 e 8 0 * 65 Graceful dancer helps to put 


over amusing blackout. 





Coletta Ryan..... 6 10 10 


Statuesque straight woman 
in support of Clark and Mc- 





Cullough. 

Bessie Dudley.... 1 8 10 7 é 7 3 3 Q 7 61 Sepia stepper in unflatter- 
ingly proportioned dance 
shorts. 





“Dave Gould Girls. 4 4 7 


Adequate dance line. 

















STATE 
Wilton Sisters.... 8 10.)0=—s «10 8 6 a . é w - 65 Though their material lacks~ 
distinction, well groomed 
gister team registers with 
gracious, unaffected delivery. 
Lea Penman...... 9 10 10 . ° t 7 e Q 2 61 Has impressive style sense 


and the cool poise of a cap- 
able straight woman. 





Rose Alexander... 6 10 10 


Con tributes well rout ined 
dance specialty to the Billy 
House skit. 





Tudor Dunbar.... 9 10 7 


Striking blonde lends amus- 
ing contrast to Eddie Lam- 








, 
een pene nacsary of the feature, 
Qll is not pr ange suggests that 
in evenn ieee rhumba dresses 
Ntimates tt at sth goes farther—tt 
Sines cn snag perhaps the Chinese 
cane is being enjoyed in Cuban 
_ Which gives O'Hanlon and | 
eum & swell chance to interpret | 
! the Moocher’ in violent 


Y 


“anfco, 


Bpache-t 
Aft 
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Harriet Power.... 


bert’s gloriously slapstick 
comedy. 
6 7 s 6 4 3 ‘4 . . v) 63 Poor color combinations 


spoil costumes that make a 
worthy attempt to be chic. 
Self-effacing assistant con- 
tent to let her partners earn 
applause. 





Miss Atree....... 2 7 by 





Aerialist whose gowns do 
not achieve their intention to 
smarten opening-act style. 


Her voice is more pleas- | 


Her | 








er a brief interlude at the 





strictly utilitarian. They’re used 
for walking, never for show. Ignor- 
ing their old tendency to fling them- 
selves up on tables or over the 
arms of chairs, they stay where all 
well behaved limbs belong. ‘Shang- 
| hai Express’ just has to do without 
them. 


And ‘Shanghai Express’ does very 





well. It is a star picture that does 
|}not tax the strength of its leading 
actress. Though the film prizes 
| Miss Dietrich’s glamorous person- 


| ality, it does not impose a monstrous 
burden upon her. Plot development 
is carefully distributed among the 
members of an interesting, charac- 
terful cast. Miss Dietrich has only 
to attend to her own performance, 
cannily economized, to reap the full 
reward of a solidly entertaining 
film. 

As Shanghai Lily, she 
the ambition of every 


achieves 
actress—a 


younger personality. Her air of 
brooding mystery is imbued with 
wistful tenderness. Life can play 


her as many mean tricks as it likes, 
this Marlene refuses to be sullen 
and resentful. Startled, hunted 
eves disclese the fear that an other- 
wise gallant lady refuses to ex- 
press. Their glances shift nervous- 
ly—a swell camera trick to engage 
and hold audience attention. 

No director need tell Anna May 
Wong how to register Oriental calm 
and inscrutability. She plays sim- 
ply, enunciating in pure, carefully 
picked words and lending fine con- 
viction to tense melodrama. Louise 
Closser Hale’s make-up, costuming 
and performance are perfect aids 
to the colorful pattern of a well 
told story. 


Black Wigs, Terrible Costumes 

Capable as the David Bines Girls 
are, they can’t all be Ted Lewises. 
Honoring the high-hatted maestro’s 
presence at the Paramount, they do 
their best at mimicry of his style. 
They conscientiously flaunt toppers 
with silver linings, beat time with 
flexible wrist motion, affect a delib- 
erate swagger. But the grace and 
suavity of the Hamlet of jazz es- 
capes them. Anyway, it’s a cute 
stunt and Mr. Lewis can be grate- 
ful to a routine that shows, by 
failure of achievement, the individ- 
uality of his own style. 

The Lewis program runs true to 
form with a slithering Hawaiian 
plaint that ushers in a hip weaving 
ballet in black wigs and pretty ter- 
rible costumes, Eleanor Brooks 
leads the line, in a dance suit of 
fringed ostrich feathers that bunch 
about her figure and stubbornly re- 
fuse to sway in the manner of well- 
behaved Hawaiian skirts. 


Battling Over Joe E 

Evalyn Knapp and Lillian Bond, 
as contenders for the affections of 
Joe E. Brown, have a hard time 
convincing audience ladies of their 
sincerity. Socially, Mr. Brown may 
be a good father and a perfectly 
charming gentleman, but he just 
isn’t the type that screen ladies 
scrap over. 

Robbed of convincing motivation 
for their parts, the Misses Knapp 
and Bond bear up pretty well. Miss 
Knapp reads her lines unfalteringly 
and smiles at the proper intervals. 
A blonde wig and flashy wardrobe 
transform Miss Bond into a cheap 
adventuress. 





Hollywood 
(Continued from page 6) 


reopen the Hollywood cellar with a 
pansy floor show. 
Stern Resuming 

Julius Stern, inactive in pictures 
four years, will return to the indie 
field. He has the Ring Lardner 
stories, ‘You Know Me Al,’ ‘The Real 
Dope’ and ‘Treat ’Em Rough.’ Uni- 
versal may release. 


Universal has an option on Harry 
Hervey’s novel, ‘Iron Widow,’ which 
has an Algerian background, 

Warners will preview its French 
version of ‘Local Boy Makes Good’ 
before a regular theatre audience 
| here this week. Studio figures there 
is enough interest and action in the 
picture to alibi the foreign tongue. 


Wilshire’s Queer Policy 
Alice Gentle netted about $500 f 
|} her week at the Fox Wilshire. Fi 
lure is her regular one-concert fee. 
| Deal was percentage, with the sing- 
ler splitting over $4,500. Raymond 
‘ifatton in a sketch is playing this 
| week gratis as a tryout for Fanchon 
'& Marco. 


or 
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Friars and Lambs in a jam. Both 
announced benefit performances for 
the same Sunday. Tough on actors 
who belonged to both clubs. 





Harlem opera house opened the 
first N.V.A. room backstage. A 
Keith house. 





B. S. Moss barred flag waving as 
applause getters in his theatres. 





Business at the Jefferson, N. Y., 
so good they upped the mat prices 
to 25 cents for the first 10 rows. 


N. Y. exchanges were worried 
over a succession of film thefts 
from delivery wagons. Delivery 


better organized now and losses 
very rare. 





Montgomery and Stone had a new 
contract with Chas, Dillingham 
which permitted them to make pic- 
ture engagements. They never did 
anything in that line. 





Ballard McDonald, songwriter, 
was doing an act in vaude. Nothing 
new in that but—he didn't sing any 
of his songs. All talking. 


Movement of vaude stars into 
musical comedy. New blood needed. 


Jess Willard signed for the Buf- 
falo Bill show at $90,000 for the sea- 
son, less time out to train for a 
fight July 4. 





Predicted that all Chicago bill- 
boards would be down by March 6 
as the result of a legal tangle. 


Burley managers decided that $20 
would be the minimum wage for the 
chorus girl the following season. To 
keep up with rising living costs. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








Clipper was scorching a Chicago 
clergyman who had stated that only 
one stage performance in 11 was 
clean as to text, costume and ac- 


tion. Always with us. 
Frohman and Klaw were after 


copyists of ‘Hazel Kirke,’ which was 
proving the play of the season. 
Frohman was arranging for a Ger- 
man version. 





Tody Hamilton joined Barnum, 
Bailey & Hutchinson circus as press 
agent and became a famous P.a. 





Gus Hill, then a club swinger, 
was advertising for a circus job for 
the summer. 





New museum was opening in 
Philadelphia and ail dolled up. 
Three rows of gas jets in white 
globes across the front, a similar 
row on the curb, and arches of 
lights across the sidewalk. The- 
atorium was lighted with four 
chandeliers of four gas jets each. 
Great display for those days. 





Maurice DeF rece quit the agency 
business in N. Y. to accept an ap- 
pointment in South Africa. Later 
went to London, where he became a 
figure in the music halls and was 
knighted. Husband of Vesta Tilley. 





Tony Pastor, who had a bandbox 
theatre in Tammany Hall, took the 
huge Academy of Music, next door, 
for his Washington's Birthday per- 
formances. 





Minnie Oscar Gray and W. T 
Stephens were doing big business in 
Philadelphia. Depended largely on 
their three trained dogs, forerun- 
ners of Rin-Tin-Tin, 





Alice Clark was advertising as 
‘the only lady high kicker in the 
world.’ 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Pittsburgh exhibs going in a big way for Sunday nite previews, figur- 
ing the word-of-mouth over a period of days is as good as any other 
medium of exploitation. Pictures previously previewed by invited mob 
have invariably got off to a good opening, with managements attributing 
this almost exclusively to the free showing. 

With Pittsburgh a six-day town and no place to go on Sundays, mob 
fights like mad for ducats to these private showings and they're in a 
mood to appreciate anything. Picture is usually shown the Sunday be- 
fore the regular Friday opening, which gives a couple of thousand muggs 
time to tell several thousand more all about it. 

Warners started the thing, but now the others have taken it up. Penn 
previewed both ‘Emma’ and ‘Arrowsmith’ in this manner, while Fulton 
began it with ‘Flying High,’ crediting surprising business of Lahr film 
to this alone. 

Even the local exchanges are recognizing the value of the private 
showings and in some instances they’re sponsoring the showings them- 
selves. 








They’re telling the story of half of a well known pair who were to do 
a few pictures for a company at a stipulated price of around $500,000. 
During the preliminary conferences the team which was to do the films 
were very particular as to the material to be chosen for them. But the 
studio representatives brushed this aside by declaring: ‘After all, why 
not let us be the judge of that. We're in business and have a better 
sense of commercial values than you.’ 

But the actor threw in the wrench when he answered: ‘I can’t agree 
with that statement.’ And when asked why such reasoning he replied, 
‘Because you're willing to pay us $500,000!’ 

So that’s as far as the deal has progressed, and there’s been no move 
from the actor’s side since. 





Although socked, as were others, a Paramount cameraman on the 
latest of the Kentucky mine investigations, slipped his footage past the 
authorities. When they grabbed his equipment, according to the New 
York version, and demanded that he turn over all negative the camera- 
man complied. The negative can surrendered, however, contained but 
blank film. 

Then the actual pictures arrived in New York and had to be rejected 
for release because of poor lighting. 





Studio efficiency in publicity departments now has the heads of de- 
partments watching the stamps and the stationery. 

Heretofore mimeograph stuff went out in batches with some papers 
and magazines getting up to eight or nine, one copy for every member 
of the staff. Economy has now resulted in trimmed lists with one piece 
of copy to a publication. 





RKO executives and employees have been given new blotters. On each 
is the Coolidge slogan, ‘When people work together nothing is impos- 
sible.’ 

Under the quotation is this line in large type: ‘RKO Men Work To- 
gether.’ 





Skouras Bros., as theatre operators, now have their own phone num- 
ber. It’s a direct line into Skouras headquarters. 

Up to now the Skouras faction was on the Paramount-Publix wire, 
given Skouras when he became a Publix partner-operator, 





Around 40,000 pieces of scund equipment for standaré size films are 
being used for non-theatrical showings in the United States, 

Another 35,000 pieces of equipment for 16mm film are also now in use, 
according to reliable figures. 





Finished with his tests for United Artists, made in conjunction with 
Lewis Milestone, Chester Erskin is now working on the dialog adapta- 
tion of ‘Rain,’ which UA will produce. Erskin is co-adapting with Max- 
well Anderson. 





Allied Exhibitors formally opened its New York headquarters with 
a luncheon last week. Although invitations were extended to heads of 
rival exhib fraternities none were accepted. 

Trade papers considered friendly by Allied also were invited. 

Metro is supposed to have paid Edward B. Marks, publisher of the song, 
‘Peanut Vendor,’ $5,000 for use of the title. Wanted it for the Cuban 
picture which was released as ‘Cuban Love Song.’ 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Coin arrangeme:: prevailing between NBC and the Chicago ‘Daily 
News’ during the op:ration of WMAQ by the network was disclosed last 
week when the newspaper published its consolidated balance sheet for 
the year ending Dec. 31. News listed among the liabilities the amount 
of $576,687 as representing the portion of proceeds from the NBC leasing 
deal deferred over the period from Jan, 1, 1932, to Oct. 31, 1934. 

On this basis the rental paid for the use of the ‘News’ outlet by NBC 
figures $22,180 a month, regarded as very law among Chi broadcasters 
considering WMAQ’s position on the dial, right to unlimited time and 
high wattage. Station recently passed into NBC’s operating hands Nov. 
1, to be exact. Understood that the network has an option to buy at the 
expiration of the rental period. 











tadio fan mail in the thousands can be taken with a grain of salt. 
It just isn’t there for other than giveaway programs. 

It is pointed out that Winchell is getting heavy attention through the 
postal service. Figures as to the columnist’s mail for the first 15 days 
he was on the Lucky Strike program, in December, totaled 2,600 letters; 
for the second 15 days it increased to around 3,500 and for the third 15 
the total was close to 4,400. These figures are regarded as heavy and 
unusual, 

The networks, for some reason, adhere to the 15-day basis of counting 
mail. At the end of these periods letters are dissected as favorable and 
unfavorable. 





Day before the Camel (CBS) group were to entrain for St. Louis, to 
open their RKO vaude tour, Tony Wons demanded a $250 raise in salary 
with the act plus an ultimatum that he wouldn’t leave New York unless. 

Wons got it but left a trail of smoke behind him in burned up tempers. 

Wons will continue his schedule of morning broadcasts during the 
vaude tour. Wire charges out of town will not be charged against him. 

Boake Carter, whose specialty is the reporting of news events for 
WOAYV, Philadelphia, is a much traveled Englishman. Originally the sta- 
tion billed Carter as one of the many ‘Globe Trotters,’ but mail changed 
that to name billing and now he’s before the mike three times daily, 











No other station known to have that many news broadcasts per day. 





ecumme ee 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Usually Broadway shows including successes are cut-rated towards 
the end of the runs, but this season saw a reversal of form in three 
instances. “The Green Pastures,’ ‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ and 
‘Scandals’ are the exceptions, none going Leblang prior to departure. 
‘Pastures’ ran a year and a half at the Mansfield, ‘Barretts’ played 47 
weeks at the Empire, and could have remained for the balance of the 
season. ‘Scandals’ leaves the Apollo after 25 weeks and was among the 
big gross musicals, the other two being comedy-dramas. There are 
examples of hits developing even after using cut rate aid on the way 
up. That, however, did not apply to the three attractions mentioned 
either. 











Sign painters appear to have a regular job at the Gaiety daubbing in 
and out the titles and billing of legit shows. Four times within 10 weeks 
the big board that covers many of the office windows to the left of the 
entrance, has been changed and each time it cost $160. Only two of the 
four attractions actually opened at the house. First billed was ‘Tempest 
in a Teapot’ which was withdrawn at tryout. Next booking was ‘Cher- 
ries Are Ripe’ and when the sign was half completed it was decided not 
to bring it in. Then came ‘Peter Flies High,’ a one-weeker, and now 
‘Collision,’ which opened last week to a thumbs down reception. In be- 
tween, pictures. 





Although his name was mentioned in advance announcements, Morrie 
Ryskind is not billed in the program of ‘TFface the Music.’ However, 
Ryskind holds a contract whereby he is to receive 1%% of the gross. 

Understood there were differences with Moss Hart, billed as having 
written the book in toto. Hart wanted Ryskind billed as having con- 
tributed ‘additional dialog,’ the latter demanding equal billing or noth- 
ing. Thereupon his name went out. It is the second musical in which 
Ryskind figured in the authorship but his name did not appear. The 
other was ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 





Offered an engagement in one of the new shows, an actor didn't like 
the script, but made an unusual offer to the producer—that if the latter 
paid him full salary during the four weeks’ rehearsal period he would 
appear throughout the engagement. Show lasted two weeks, it being 
‘Air Minded,’ which closed at the Ritz, New York, last Saturday (20). 

‘East of Broadway,’ another low gross show, sought a cast change after 
opening. In lieu of salary the manager offered a dialect comedian 2% of 
the gross over $3,000. Actor sought friends who knew about what money 
the attraction was drawing and they told him not to waste his time. 





New trick of having each character in a play identified by different 
musical themes, played at the characters’ various entrances, is reporied 
to be tried out when Alexander Leftwitch produces ‘Tom Tom,’ by Cosmo 
Hamilton, 

Lenore Ulric is said to be set for the show, although the star is tour- 
ing in ‘Social Register.’ Bookings indefinite for the latter piece. 

In the ‘Tom Tom’ theme song idea, the players will have individual 
themes of a few musical ~bars lengths. 





Sale of the picture rights for $29,000 to ‘Jewel Robbery’ has about 
placed the show on an even break financially. Play, moved from the 
Booth to the Vanderbilt, is doubtful of lasting despite the fact that Mary 
Ellis and Basil Sydney, starred, are the virtual owners. 

Technically sponsored by Paul Streger, the bh. r. came from the Fro- 
bisher Corp., formed three years ago to produce ‘Meet the Prince,’ in 
which the same two players appeared. Streger and Crosby Gaige, who 
was interested, favored closing ‘Robbery’ at the end of the first week. 
Miss Ellis and Sydney then taking it over, they being the principal 
stockholders in the Frobisher company. Lodewick Vroom is now man- 
ager of ‘Robbery.’ 

Continuing his desire to write under pseudonyms, Samuel Ruskin 
Golding is now said to be H. G. Buller, author of ‘From New York to 
Cherbourg,’ which opened Friday (19) and stopped Saturday at the 
Forrest. Play is presented by Paul Martin, although Golding is listed 
at Equity as the actual manager. 

Golding’s last play was ‘Enemy Within.’ At that time he was known 
as Will Piper and co-author of the piece. 


What is believed to constitute a haulage record comes from Sam 
Harris’ Berlin-Hart musical ‘Face the Music,’ when 40 trucks were 
needed to move the show. 

To bring ‘Music’ in from Philadelphia the truck and carload figures 
were said to outdo even some of the larger pieces produced by Ziegfeld, 
as well as Gordon’s ‘Bandwagon.’ 





Gilbert Miller did not get back from Europe for the opening of his 
imported ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ at the Empire alst week. His retura 
here may be delayed because of the death in London of George Mc- 
Clellan who was his partner in the control of eight London theatres. 

Recently they formed Associated Theatre Properties in which Miller 
placed his three London houses—the St. James, Apolio and Adelphi. 





Contrary to reports as to authorship of ‘Blessed Event’ at the Long- 
acre, Forrest Wilson collaborated in the writing with Many Seff from 
the outset. Proof of his full participation is that he gets 50% of the 
royalties. Had been stated Wilson came in after rehearsals started. 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Although it is said its Freeport, L. L, house will try vaude again soon, 
it is doubtful if the A. H. Schwartz circuit at this time will return to 
combination policies in a general way. 

The chain at one time had a half dozen of its theatres in the vauds 
column, last booked by Pantages’ New York office, but is said to still be 
dubious ef the profit possibilities of stage shows. 

Arthur Fisher booked Freeport but one week, Schwartz refusing to 
extend the experiment further. 

RKO heid midnight shows Sunday (21) on the eve of the Washing- 
ton’s birthday holiday in most of the greater New York theatres. 

Louis Goldberg, district manager for Charles McDonald, suggested 
that the circuit would get the late Sunday night crowds who could sieev 
the next morning. 








As national advertising-exploitation director for RKO, succeeding Jac 
Hess, E. M. Orowitz will personally continue to supervise exploitation of 
vaudeville. 

Bill Usselton, who has been handling publicity for RKO in Detroit 
and Toledo, has been brought in by Orowitz to share with John Dowd 
the details of vaude exploitation. 

Bill Adler and Arthur Housman will work under Orowit« 
ture end, while Arnold Van Leer will continue to handle 
Mayfair and Albee, Brooklyn. 


on the pic- 
the Palace, 





Frank Hazzard, playing the Hollywood restaurant, rehearsed with the 
Lopez orchestra to open at the Hollywood theatre when Joe Moss, part 
owner of the restaurant, refused to permit Hazzard to appear in vaude- 
ville, 

Hazzard is under exclusive contract to Moss. 
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git Activity 
Hints Increase 
As Hits Mount 


in lk 


git pro- 


Appre* iative pickup 
f Not 


duction is taking place. 
point is the return to 
managers who have been out of the 
game for about a year. Main rea- 
son offered for the easier promotion 
js the presence on Broadway of an 


ot nits. Fact 


increased perce niage 


nas encouraged those otherwise re- | 


fusing to gamble. 

Two producers back in are Bela 
Blau, now casting ‘The Mad Hope,’ 
by Romney Brent, legit actor. This 
producer will also stage with Eva 
Moore and Rex O'Malley probably 
the cast leads. It is Blau's first 
show in some time. ‘Immodest Re- 
lations’ also marks a comeback for 


iceable | 


activity of | 





Grade B 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Asked for his opinion on the 
possibilities of a coast legit 
production, Herman Mankie- 
wicz guessed: 
| ‘Not quite good 
flop in New York.’ 


enough to 











WHITE SAYS NO MORE 





George White has declared he 
| will not again bring a show to 42d 
| street, explaining the flea circus and 


| two stock burlesques made the pres- 
ence of class legits 
| the same block. White 

| Apollo under lease with 

lexpiring in another year. 

| ‘Scandals’ leaves the Apollo for 
ho road after another week. Al- 
| 

| 

; 


incongruous on 
has the 


the rental 


though it has been here six months 
the producer anticipated a full sea- 
son's run. 


Names Coming In for 


Henry Forbes, inactive since last 
season. 
George M. Cohan, idle since he} 


did ‘Friendship’ at the start of th: 
current season, is now lining a cast 
!for a new play and Arthur Hopkins 
is also in the throes of preparation 

Sigourney Thayer ‘Brida. 
Wise’ shortly, his first show since 
a two week tryout last year. Philip 
Gerton is casting an untitled play 
and Joseph Santley is rehearsing 
‘The Birth.’ 

A good-sized list of other plays 
has been announced, but most 
adjudged standing little chance of 
going beyond that notch. 


opens 


4 SHOWS DELVE INTO 
BONDS TO PAY OFF 


One closing and three continuing 
New York shows went to their 
Equity bonds to pay off Saturday 
(20). ‘Air Minded,’ produced by Nat 
Davis and Joseph Bickerton, Jr., 
ended its tenancy at the Ritz. 

‘Collision,’ at the Gaiety, and 
George Austin’s stock, at the Boule- 
vard, L. I., also took recourse to 
bonds. In the case of the 
only the minimum guarantees 
paid, arrangement being on 
basis and boosts for the cast 
certain grosses, 

‘East of Broadway,’ at the 
mont, had Leblang guarantees with 
payment coming from that office 
and not going through Equity. In 
the case of ‘Air Minded,’ since the 
show was not on for two weeks, 
slightly more than a week's pay 
was due the troupe to complete the 
fortnight minimum. 


stock 
were 
this 


over 


Bel- 


Carroll Leaving His Thea. 


Unless Dispute Calms 





Reported finane 1 tangle involv- 
ing Earl Carroll and his new the- 
atre in New York was substantiated 
over the weekend. Carroll an- 
nounced he would vacate his ‘dream 
house’ this Saturday (27), ‘Vani- 
ties’ probably moving to the 44th 
Street with the Broadway also 
having been mentioned. In some 
quarters, however, it was said the 
dispute would likely be settled dur- 
ing the week. 

Carroll was given a dispossess 
notice by the 755 Seventh Avenue 
Corp., owners of the theatre. He 
was three months in arrears on the 
rent which amounts to $167,000 
annually, Carroll said the matter 
hinged on the lease of a brown- 
stone house on 49th used 
Partially as an exit. Carroll sought 
&rent reduction and when that was 
refused he withheld payments and 
there was dispossess 
also. That its still in 


stres ; 


proceedings 
the courts. 


DENIES JOUST 


Baltimore, Feb. 22. 

Emma Marcus Redell. who had a 
eensational rise from a Baltimore 
Waitress tc a Chicago Opera diva, 
2 gp that Congressman Dick- 
sg was all wrong when he quoted 
ps as declaring that she was forced 
ut of the Chi-Op in favor of for- 
— song birds. Dickstein was to 
en her case in Wash- 
a ee Says she has no quar- 
that = the opera company, and 
bem a relations with the mem- 

ere entirely cordial, 








are | 


| 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 


benefit radio program is 
daily, an unexpectedly large num- 
ber of Equity members having 
signified their willingness to mike- 
it gratis for the association. 


Among those having written the 


| local Equity office of their assent 
!to show are Eddie Cantor, W. C. 
ields, Odette Myrtil, James 


Gleason, Elizebeth Risdon, Ernest 
Truex, Jefferson De Angelis, Madge 
Kennedy, Frank McGlynn, Charles 
Winninger, Irene Bordoni, Peter de 


and Victor Moore. Elsie Janis is 
also ready if an arrangement is 


settled with the Morris office, which 
has an agency contract. 

On the advertiser’s end nothing 
is yet sold, though negotiations 
with bcth General Motors and Ford 
continue hot. Equity still wants a 
figure between $25,000 and $50,000 
for the one-shot broadcast. Date 
is slated late in March. 


Devil's’ Tour Cut by 
Cast’s Outside Contracts 


‘The Devil Passes’ will terminate 
its Broadway run at the Selwyn 
next month opening in Boston at 
the Colonial Easter week. Show 
was first aimed for the opera house 
there but switched to Erlanger 
bookings. ; 

The ‘Devil’ will also show in 
Philadelphia but will terminate the 
season earlier than usual. 
the players are contracted for 
Hollywood picture engagements and 
others are going to London, Play 
is booked to tour further next sea- 
son. 


Erskin Asks Erlanger 
Contract Be Broken 


Chester Erskin has ffiled suit 
against the Erlanger Productions, 
Inc., for breach of contract and 
damages. No stipulated sum is 
asked. 

Erskin joined the Erlanger staff 
about a year ago on completion of 
his contract as a legit producer for 
Paramount, obtaining a contract to 
produce four plays for Erlanger. He 
was to get no money, agreement 
being percentage arrangement. 

Claim by Erksin is that none of 
the plays he submitted to Erlangers 
was approved. There being no 
clause in his contract forbidding 
outside activities, and with the Er- 
langers allegedly unwilling to 
launch, Erskin raised 
side money for an independent pro- 





says he o1ut- 


duction of ‘I Love An Actress.’ 
With no time limit in his con- 
tract as to when the four plays 


were to be produced, Erskin wants 
the court to rule the contract 
broken. He is now on salary to 
United Artists and cl 


ims he fears 
that despite the lack of activity, 


Erlangers may pop up some day 
and claim his. services for four 
plays. Arthur Garfield Hays rep- 


resents Erskin. 





FILM ACTOR DIRECTS PLAY 

Johnny Walker, former film actor, 
is turning legit director for ‘Mr. 
Barry,’ new play by Harry Miller 
and Louis Lehr. 

Venture is being produced by P. 
F. Jacobs, a Brooklyn lawyer, who 
claims he’s acting for an arnony- 
mous wealthy man. 





‘SCANDALS’ ON 42D ST. | 


| Equity Air Program 


Talent end of the proposed Equity 
building | 


Cordoba, Otto Kruger, Sam Hardy | 


Some of’ 





‘TOWER’ CO-OPERATIVE 





' Ben Stein Withdraws, But 
Come in Again if Biz Perks } 
‘Black Tower,’ a mystery show at | 
the Ambassador, New York, has | 
gone co-operative. Show was pro- | 


Ben Stein 


d at the Harris. 


duced by and originally | 


Understand- | 


ope neé 





VARIETY 


—— a _ ~ 


"_, Shuberts, Gaige, Bondholders 
Drop $1,100,000 and Selwyn-Harris 
Rights in Chicago Rental Mix Up 


ing is that Stein is out with the op- j 
tion of taking the show back if | 
business improves. ‘Tower’ was os ae a 
slated t stop Saturday (20), but | 
. ; 4 ; | 
t ctor ECCI dd le st , LEGIT TAB STAGE SHOW _ 
é ow The SI rts were 
Stein is managing Irving Jaffee, IDEA ATT RACTS AGENTS pletely f all « eX n Y rm 
Tre tT clerk he ron } = T } * os) 
w i . > : € ciel - wh ) a na Harris and Selw yn theatres here 
oupl of Oliympie skating cham- | las lk wr) 
2 pl a 1 &, Ir i — iaSt Week when the owners -« the 
pi hips at Lake Placid. Jaffee re round — , 
a . A Ww a I rit prodne S ld on V the i d 
‘ O eY the world’s title con ‘ ] ee 
r } . oO} r « | dad 7 Y aln Geeiared set is i lv 
sts I skater will maké Ay Ge Il bw the & . ’ 
— > - i e Shuberts and Cri y 
appearance in Chicago this week c-I & K I t ex null . ; \\ 2 
but declares he will not turn pro- | ° ith he tabbed down ree a ant ' — oe . ie Bhnshao, 
fessional ve ns ¢ ‘The Blue Ghost’ ana| 2Y Virtue of the cancellation order, 
I sional. ° : “ , ie falline int ae «i i > 4} 1 
. irl Crazy. There are several in- | '24!"2S Into the hands of the land- 
; owner, the combined Shuberts- 


= G 
dications in that direction. 
EVIVALS 1 Two agencies also 
in the same idea, one 
Morris probably 
| tabbed that is ready to open 


interested 
the Willia: 


am 
booking a! 


‘CARL REED’S R tia 
AT $1 FOR MAJESTIC 


office 


legit 


whenever bookings are set. Lyons 

The Majestic, New York, in th¢ = Lyons is working on versions of 
adie of the senabees ta Gee te Sunny’ and ‘Hit the Deck. 

shortly reopen for revivals at pop In addition to the agents, at least 


prices. Carl Reed will be one legit producer is arranging tab 


the shows which will be offered at Man- 


back o 

} 
| $1 top. }ager hopes to get three companies | 
| 


versions of show he 


owns. 


out, for New England, the west and 


House has a capacity of 1,176 with 
$1,000 weekly rent for the ‘four outh. Play concerned is a hoke 
walls.’ First show to be tried is meller. Several others are said to] 
‘The Round-Up.’ | be flirting with the same notion. | 
| The house is one of three recently| Advantages are many to the legit | 
| placed in receivership when the | producer. If the tab or tabs are} 
| 


sold outright to a picture chain, the | 
profit is 


tions costs 


Shubert Theatre Corp., turned the 
Maiestic, Royale, and Masque back | 
to the first mortgagors. Majestic 
has been dark all season. Shubert | > 
receivers owe $80,000 on the trio in 


the matter of interest and oxen! Wagon’ Seems Too Heavy 
and avowed they could not pay. ° 
‘ own| For Profitable Road Tour | 


The trio is a separate entity known 
Royma Corporation. All) 
theatres were built by th aa 


assured, with the produc- 


at a minimum. 


as the 
three 


5 : That ‘Ban Wagon,’ revue ™ 
Chanins, a ugon,’ revue, can- | 


not be profitably toured is indicated | 
from road reports that while busi- 
ness has been great the prof:s re- 
main small. During the Boston en- 
gsagement of two weeks the gross 
was more than $70,000. However 
the first statement is said 
to have shown a profit of less than 


LIZZIE’ STRUTS STUFF 
IN INDECENCY TRIAL 


week's 





Los Angeles, Feb. 22. $200, while the second week the net 
Highlighting last week’s sessions; was not over $2,500. 

}in Municipal court of the ‘Lysis- The Max Gordon revue is one of 
itrata’ indecency trial, was the pa-| the heaviest productions ever sent 
| rade before the jury of a profes-|out, requiring seven baggage cars | 
sional model in chiffon costumings | for the rail jumps. That is two less 
used in the Aristophanes play.|cars than at first. ‘Wagon,’ too, 
Legal exhibition proceeded despite | has royalties in excess of 12%. Back 


stage crew necessary to handle the 
dual revolving stages, is supposed 
require around 60 stagehands. 


SANTLEY’S SYNDICATE 


strenuous protestations from attor- 
neys for George Robertson and 
Dickson Morgan, producers of ‘Ly- | to 
sistrata’ which was sloughed twice 
when at the Carthay Circle a month 
ago. 


Judge Benjamin Scheinman over-| geveral Backers for Collegiate 
ruled defense counsel by stating: ‘I 


Comedy- Meller 
think it’s a good idea,’ as the bench poeneeld 


seanned with interest the parading Joe Santley is preparing ‘The 





model. So did the only male juror. | Birth,’ comedy-melodrama which is 
uequiring a retinue of backers. To 
date this lineup includes, besides 
How Long Is a Week Santley, Bill Gaxton and Herb 


Harris. Play, written by a woman, 
was first presented by the Morning- 
side Players, adjunct of Columbia 
University, where Santley is re- 
ported as first having seen it. 

Show is in the preparatory stages 
of professional casting after having 
been displayed but for two nights 
by the collegiate group. 


For ‘Interlude’ Troupe? 


Whether O. E. Wee's road com- 
pany of ‘Strange Interlude’ was op- 
erating on a six or eight week per- 
formance basis will be decided by 
arbiters handling a claim brought 
against the producer for additional 
salaries. Since no previous ruling 
on this question has come down, is- 
sue will settle a point for the fu- 
ture concerning travelling mara- 
thons. 

Wee tock the O'Neil show troup- 
ing for four months, during which 
he played about seven Sunday per- 
formances, thereby going over the 
six show limit. Not all the cast 
claimed the additional payment 
from the producer. 

Wee hired his cast on standard 


P. A. Boys Put One 
Over in Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
Story that crashed all local papers 
last week concerned Russell Hardie, 
featured player of ‘Zoom,’ the Wil- 
liam Barry-John Fiymer tryout that 
finished a four weeks’ run at the 
Chestnut Saturday (20). 











urity action to enjoin the flight. Caseé 


been contracts, allowing eight Show, under new title of ‘Happy 
| perf. rmances which limit he never | Landings,’ went from here to Bos- 
|reached, even with the Sundays./ton and Hardie, according to the 
| Producer is on Equity’s exempt list | story, wanted to fly it. Ed Rosen- 
land is not required to post cast/}aum, company manager, brought 
No similar circumstance has] ,.ame up before Judge Roni who di- 

Y > } pfore 4 ™ M il ‘ " , : ; - Pai ; ! 
come up be agnt as nt ae the Guild jrected that Hardie appear the next} 
trouped the same play, at no time} qi, to give reason why the pro- 

. . . a i - 2 

vere more than six showings given. | .,...4 gicht should not be banned 


i 


Lr Der . . . - . Shay 
weekly. It is reported that Equity | As there was no follow-up story 
notified Wee, while the show was}/,, ir pia uke . ; Ha 

+ that } titled t t] it looked as if action, if any, was 

uu tne e ‘as € i > ne , ; P 
out, 1é wa n t 18) dropp d. In fact, the whole thing 
looked like a press agent story and 


ince it crashed all 


‘Jane Cowl for Shuberts 


the papers—a 


rood one. 


| 
normal eight. | : 


| operating of 


| do a picture in 











we ox 


¥ 4 
‘eo 


Gaige cash equity of $350,000 in the 


properties was automatically wiped 
out along with the $750,000 in first 


mortgage bonds held by local in- 


| vestors. 


After serving the cancellat 


ion Ore 


| der and notice of eviction upon the 
Shuberts and Gaige, the eround 
| owners, the Hugh T. Dickey estate, 
appointed William Roche, Selwyn 
manager and local rep for Gaige, 


temporary custodian of both houses, 


| Meantime, the estate is eni« rtaining 


a proposition made by Gaige for the 
both Accept- 
ance of this deal is believed likely 
before the end of the current week, 

Foreclosure action has been in 
the offing since early last fall. W hen 
Oct. 1 rolled around, the Dickey es- 
tate found that the Shuberts and 
Gaige had failed to pay the ground 
taxes, amounting to $45,000, for 1929 
and had made no move to fund the 
taxes for the succeeding two vears 
as provided for in the , 


spots, 


leasehold. 


(Continued on 49) 
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‘HOT CHA’ $16.50 FOR 
PREMIERE-$5.50 SCALE 


Before leaving for Washington, 
where he opened ‘Hot Cha,’ Flo 
Ziegfeld stated the new musical 
would have a top ticket price of 
$4.40 when it came to Broadway. 
| ut the scale at the Ziegfeld. New 
York, will be topped at $5.50. ‘Cha’ 
opens here next week. 

Price boost is not the result of 


the high rating given the perform. 
ance, but the $5.50 top is also be- 
ing used for ‘Face the Music,’ and 
Zieggy gave that as the reason. 
While in Washington there was 
open house to the New York con- 
tingent, which included ticket spe- 
cialists, conducted by a man under- 


stood to have an interest in the 
show, probably through Lew 
Brown. Bankroll end of the pro- 


duction was further built up by ad- 
vance sales of tickets to the Broad- 
Way ticket agencies. The brokers 
advanced $60,000 to apply on a buy 
which is automatic for the Zieg- 
feld as also for the New Amster- 
dam. 

‘Cha’ is now set to open March 8, 
Opening night the orchestra floor 
will be $16.50 per. It’s the highest 
premiere price since the depression 


started. Show fs in Pittsburgh 


this week and plays Newark next 
week, 
7 , , 
Mouse’ Won’t Tour 
‘Church Mouse’ will not take to 


the road from the Playhouse, New 

York, as at first scheduled. 

is due to close Saturday (27). 
Understanding 1s that Ruth Gor- 


Show 


don, co-featured with Bert Lytell, 
didn’t care for the idea, and made 
some heavy demands. Lytel! will 


another 


the east or 
show. 


Rosalie Stewart’s 2 


Rosalie Stewart, general mana- 


ger for Jed Harri resigned Satur- 
day (20) to launch into legit pro- 
duction on her own again. 

Miss Stewart owns two plays. 
These are ‘Still Life,” by Lester 
Cole, and ‘Portrait of a Lady,’ by 
Robert Bruckner. She figures on 
starting right away to cast ‘Life.’ 


‘CYNARA’ AT SHUBERT 


, — — ‘Cynara’ will be moved from the 
In ‘Improper Duchess Wiman’s Seventh SaEUin sieuniie nell ceeaiaaed aoa 
j > . s meiyv ¢z ( averagced ove 

Jane Cowl will appear under/ pwicht D. Wiman has optioned | $14,000 wer kly. Has been easing 

| Shubert management shortly. Nojanother play, ‘Ba Manners,’ by | off since New Year's. 
show has been decided on but ‘The | Dana Burnett and William B, Jutte. Figure grosses will be materially 
| Improper Duchess’ is being consid-| It’s a comedy. bettered with cut rate aid in the 
ered. Makes about seven plays Wiman jlarger capacity Shubert. Latter 
This is the play in which Irene | has acquired within the past couple; house has rarely attempted dra- 
3ordoni tried out last season but in|of months, and still no definite | matic attractions, musicals being 

which she never came to town. future production. ithe rule. 
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Min. Guarantees 
Cut Salaries to 


‘Nothing in West 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Increase in the number of per- 
formers being hired on the 
minimum - guarantee - and - per- 
centage plan is starting to worry 
Equity. Several rep and stock com- 
panies in the midwest are taking 


advantage of the econmic chill to 
siash salaries below the living wage 
through the blanket use of the mini- 
mum guarantee thing. 

By means of this system these 
shows have performers working for 
as low as $10 a week on the mini- 
mum guarantee. ‘Fata Morgana,’ 
which closed in town a couple of 
weeks ago, was operating on a $25 
a week stipulation besides a per- 
centage of the gross. 

M. T. Jones stock company, hav- 
ing closed in Racine, Wis., opened 
at Middletown, O., Saturday (20) 
with a minimum of $15 for. the per- 
formers. 

Equity is understood to disap- 
prove of this system but there is 
nothing in the Equity contracts 
which prohibit the cut-salary prac- 
tise. 


COLUMBUS SANS LEGIT, 
HARTMAN GOES TALKER 


Columbus, Feb. 22. 

Hartman theatre, last remaining 
local house playing legit and stock 
attractions, is to join the ranks of 
the talkers May 1. A. J. Cooper and 
Harry Schwartz, Youngstown the- 
atre operators, closed a 20-year 
lease for the house with the Hart- 
man realty company. 

Lease carries a flexible rental 
clause of $17,000 to $35,000 and pro- 
vides that the lessee may offer 
either films or legit attractions. 
House is to be wired, however, and 
talkers brought in as regular fare, 

Edith King, manager of the Mil- 
stone Productions, Inc., road show 
stock company, is the present lease- 
holder, Her sights expire April 30. 

Opening of talkers here will put 
Columbus completely out of the road 
show legit field, as there is no other 
house capable of playing this type 
show with exception of Lyceum, an- 
cient remodeled showhouse now 
playing stock burlesque. 











Par Forced to Spare 


House for ‘Vanities’ 


Scranton, Pa., Feb. 22. 

Paramount - Publix, Lringing 
‘Vanities’ here for one performance 
Monday night (29), is. re-opening 
the Academy, the city’s oldest the- 
atre. The house has been closed 
since Publix took over the Comer- 
ford properties here, and all road 
shows booked by Par in the past 
year have been taken into the 
$2,900,000 Masonic temple. 

The P-P lease on the Temple, 
said to involve a $23,000 annual 
rental, gives the Masonic order the 
right to use the theatre on 30 
nights in the year, and the house 
had been engaged for all of next 
week when the ‘Vanities’ booking 
came along. 





WILBUR’S UNTITLED WORK 

Untitled play by Crane Wilbur is 
being for Phil Gerton. Will 
open near the end of March. Stag- 
ing will probably be handled by 
Frank McCormick. 

Piece is a comedy 


cast 


with Wilbur, 


the author, now in the road com- 
pany of ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra.’ Phil Adler will be Gerton’'s 


general manager. 
FILM MAN’S PLAY 

David Diamond, head of Tobis 

Forenfilms in New York, is turning 


legit producer on the side with 
‘Trombenick, a comedy by Ralph 
Astrowsky. 


Piece has been owned and dropped 
by at least three other legit pro- 
ducers in the past. 





Actor Authors 

Tom, Powers, actor, formerly with 
the Theatre Guild, is author of a 
play, ‘Handy Man,’ whick is being 
given a tryout in Boston by the 
Copley Players this week (22). 

Powers is handling the lead him- 
self. 


MORRISSEY RENEWS 


Rehearsing Show On Vallee Again— 
Maybe at Belmont 








Will Morrissey’s plan to do his mu- 
sical on the career of Rudy Vallee is 
up again. Show is rehearsing at the 
New Yorker, New York. 

Morrissey has retitled the show 
‘Heigh Ho, Everybody,’ from its first 
monicker, ‘The Crooner.’ Named for 
the cast are Jean Malin, Lew Hearn 
and Jack White. 

Joe Tierney, manager of the New 
Yorker and the Belmont theatres, is 
expected to handle the business end 


for Morrissey. Same show was pro- 
duced under a different title last 
summer, but blew in Asbury Park. 


If it goes through this time it will 
likely play the Belmont, 


Only About One 
Third of Stocks 
Rate First Class 


Of between 40 and 50 stocks ex- 
isting throughout the country, only 
about one-third are graded as first 
class outfits. The rest of the out- 
fits are classed as tottering by those 
in New York who are constantly 
in touch with the stock field. 
February is a busy time for these 
troupers, with new companies to be 
formed for the summer and others 
closing or getting ready to quit. 
Majority of companies now open 
are shoestring affairs. Few have 
Equity bonds, other than Equity 
posted railroad fares back to the 
place of organization. Strong com- 
panies are listed as located in the 
following cities: Boston: Detroit; 
Hollywood, Cal.; Indianapolis; Mt. 
Vernon; New York; Minneapolis; 
Portland, Ore.; Rochester, N. Y.; 
San Francisco, and Salt Lake City. 


Reed Takes Majestic 
For Old Hit Revivals 


Carl Reed has subleased the Ma- 
jestic, New York, one of the three 
Shubert Broadway properties re- 
cently put into receivership. He 
will reopen the house in about a 
fortnight, reviving old dramatic hits. 
First show will be ‘The Round Up,’ 
by Edmund Day, a success of two 
decades ago. Reed’s arrangements 
call for the four walls only outright. 
Revivals will be shown at a top 
of $1 for evenings and 75c. at mati- 
nees, of which there will be four 
weekly. Daytime shows will be 
scaled from 75c, down to 25c. Her- 
bert Corthell is cast as the lead in 
‘Round Up,’ originally played by 
Macklyn Arbuckle. Larry Marston, 
who staged the original version, will 
do the revival. 

Producer will, under Equity regu- 
lations, be forced to pay his cast 
two-eights their weekly salaries ex- 
tra through running over the eight 
performance limit. It’s proposed to 
change attractions every two weeks. 








‘RELATIONS’ FOR PHILLY 

Henry Forbes’ Immodest Rela- 
tions,’ featuring Blanche Ring, was 
slated to start rehearsals yesterday 
(Monday) and to open in four 
weeks. Forbes, for the past few 
years booking with Shuberts, has 
moved over to the Erlanger route. 

Edward Hartford gets his first 
chance as a Broadway legit direc- 
tor with this one. He previously 
has staged road shows only. ‘Rela- 
tions’ opens in Philadelphia, 


Clarence Taylor, until recently 
Brock Pemberton’s general man- 


ager, is with Forbes. 





-—— 


LUBIN’S ‘TRIP’ 
Arthur Lubin, who opened ‘When 
the Bough Breaks’ last week, fol- 
lowed it up »y buying ‘A Trip to 
Pressburg, by Perutz. He'll bring it 
in next season, 
Play was owned until recently by 
the now defunct Ray-Minor Corp., 
Paramount subsidiary, 


Engagements 





Peggy Fish, Joan Hamilton, ‘Child 
of Manhattan.’ 

Fredk. Foreman, Cynthia Rogers, 
‘Too Much Money.’ 

Genevieve Belasco, 
Stars.’ 

Dorothy Walters, Bertha Belmore, 
Jane Wheatley, Edna Von Buelow, 
Al. Ochs, Don Beddoe, ‘Warrior's 
Husband.’ 

Hal Forde, 
Philbrick, William 
Bair, Milton Tully, 


‘Near to the 


Ray Cropper, Will 
White, Sara 


Edw. Orchard, 





‘Merry Widow.’ 





Critical 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Mary Wigman, the German 
danseuse, made her first ccast 
appearance at Philharmonic 
Auditorium last week. She did 
nine different dances in nine 
different costumes expressing 
nine different moods. 

Afterwards an unabashed 
high brow remarked: 

I thought she was rather 
repetitious.’ 














Skouras Houses 
In N. J. Set Up 
One Wk. of Stock 


Experiment with stock at Skouras’ 
Queen Anne theatre, Bogota, N. J., 
proving successful, a stock circuit 
providing a week’s time of one day 
stands has been formed. All houses 
concerned are Skouras properties in 
the New Jersey division. Opening 
date is Feb. 29 at Dumont, N. J. 
Most of the houses play film on the 
remaining days. 

Bogota experiment was made last 
week at a 50c top. The same ad- 
mission is to govern the other the- 
atres. 


Route will start at Dumont, N. 
J. (Monday); Bogota, N. J. (Tues- 
day); Nyack, N. Y. (Wednesday); 
Bound Brook, N. J. (Thursday), and 
Jersey City, Friday and Saturday. 
Nyack is the only New York town 
involved. These theatres are pres- 
ently running on varying policies; 
3ound Brook and Bogota have films 
all week; Jersey City is and will 
probably remain dark until the 
stock try; Nyack has weekend pic- 
tures and Dumont the same. Hence, 
stock will reopen some of the 
houses. 

First show over the circuit will 
be a troupe formed by Green and 
McCollum. Company will change 
shows weekly. Maury Stahl is 
Skouras’ Jersey division manager. 





After Auditorium 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 

Belief here is that George White 
is negotiating with the heads of 
Syria Mosque, 56,000-seat auditor- 
ium, for the local showing of ‘Scan- 
dals.” Understood the objective is 
a $3 top. 

If Mosque deal doesn’t go through 
show will likely play the Nixon for 
the firs. time. Alvin has always 
had the White shows but his re- 
cent split with the Shuberts has 
changed that angle. 





‘ROBBERY’S’ 25% CHOP 

Cast of ‘Jewel Robbery,’ at the 
Vanderiblt, N. Y., is reported tak- 
ing a 25% cut. Show produced by 
Paul Streger. 

Belief is that Basil Sidney and 
Mary Ellis, co-starring, remain un- 
affected as to chop since having a 
financial interest in the production. 





Returns Too Soon 
Seattle, Feb. 22. 
La Argentine, Spanish dancer, at 
the Fox, a year ago, came back to 
town too soon. 
Higher price seats—$3 top—did 
not move so well. University wom- 
en’s organization sponsored. 


Swedish Tax 








(Continued from page 17) 
The increase in the footage of Swed- 
ish pictures, 713,731 feet, is due to 
the fact that the Swedish producers, 
Svensk Filmindustri and four or 
five independent Swedish producers, 
release their pictures in an exces- 
sive number of prints. 
Censor Bans 

The Swedish censors prohibited 
241,579 feet of film during 1931, 
against 162,826 feet during 1930. 
Among pictures prohibited were: 

American: ‘War Nurse,’ Metro; 
‘Secret Six,’ Metro; ‘Dance, Fools, 
Dance,’ Metro; ‘The Big House,’ 
Metro; ‘Stolen Heavean,’ Para- 
mount; ‘Heil Harbor,’ U.A.; ‘Door- 
way to Hell,’ W.F.N.; ‘Little Ceasar,’ 
W.F.N.; ‘Night Nurse,’ W.F.N.; ‘The 
Ruling Voice,’ W.F.N. 

German: ‘Nachtgestalten,” ‘Der 
Weg nach Rio,’ ‘Tanzerin fur Sud- 
Amerika gesucht,’ ‘Madame Blue- 
bart,’ ‘Der Greiffer,’ ‘Und das ist 
die Hauptsache,’ ‘Heilige Hande,’ 
‘Schatten der Unterfwelt.’ 

French: ‘Son dernier Tango,’ ‘Les 
Amours Minuit.’ 





Russian: ‘Der blaue Express.’ 





CONCERTS 


By Sallie 





‘PASTURES’ TO STANDEES 


Brought Columbus -rowd Downtown 
and Helped Pix, too 








Columbus, Feb. 22. 

‘The Green Pastures,’ original 
company at the Hartman theatre, 
opened to standees. 

Will run six days here, with two 
matinees. Record gross of $25,000 is 
certain, with $3 top in the 1,600-seat 
house. And the legit show is doing 
film houses more good than harm, 
too, as it has brought the crowds 
into the downtown area at nights 
again. 





Requests by Summer 
Stocks Pour In, but 


Brokers Pessimistic. 


Although the season is still sorie 
months away, producers are already 
talking about summer stocks. An 
imposing number of requests for 
shows are arriving at New York 
play brokers’ offices. 

But the brokers aren’t paying too 
much attention to the script re- 
quests. They’re trying to find out 
what money, if any, is behind the 
groups. Most run as co-ops or with 
minute guarantees for the cast 
against gross percentages. 

The play demands are mostly for 
current Broadway hits, which the 
brokers can’t promise as releases for 
stock, since no closing dates are set 
on the desired shows. 


SHUBERTS’ MUSICAL 
STOCK TRY IN LOOP 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

After 11 weeks at the Great 
Northern, ‘Marching By’ (musical), 
folded Saturday (20), but the cast 
stays on to go into immediate re- 
hearsal for another Shubert musical, 
‘Circus Princess,’ J. J. Shubert and 
E. R. Simmons were due in town 
yesterday (21) to start production 
and put the cast under the new 
contracts demanded by Equity. 

It has been the idea of the Shu- 
berts from the start of the season 
to establish the Great Northern 
company as a musical stock troupe. 
According to the plans, as soon as 
one musical showed signs of fading 
a new show would go into re- 
hearsals. During the third week of 
‘Marching By’ everything was set 
for the start of the next show, ‘Cir- 
cus Princess,’ but ‘Marching’ sud- 
denly picked up and rehearsals for 
the new musical were postponed. 

‘Princess’ is slated to open in two 
weeks, 


Two New Stocks 


Making up for some of the closed 
stocks, two new groups open within 
a fortnight. 

Hunter Williams will debut his 
company in Montclair, N. J., in a 
Warner theatre, and Kent Thomas 
follows suit in Seattle, Wash. 


WINSTON-ELLIOTT COMBINE 


Harold Winston is in charge of 
a newly opened James Elliott office 
for theatrical production. Elliott 
gave up the fight early this season, 
joining Western Electric. Program 
now is to continue legit production 
but with Winston handling every- 
thing, 

Winston staged ‘Brass Ankle’ for 
Elliott last season, thence going to 
Paramount as a film director. He 
returned from the Coast a few 
weeks ago. 


STOCK FOR AKRON 
Akron, O., Feb, 22, 

Colonial, former legitimate house, 
which has been playing straight 
pictures for the past yar, will turn 
to dramatic stock this summer with 
an occasional musical featuring 
important leads. M. V, Shea, owner, 
is casting around for people. Slated 
to open abou* June 1, In the mean- 
time Colonial will introduce brief 
interludes of legit, first to be Otis 

Skinner and Maude Adams. 


GEORGE SHARPE’S STOCK 


George Sharpe opens a stock com- 
pany at the Playhouse, Chicago, 
Feb. 27. 

Troupe is going out under a bond 
waiver, with only return railroad 
fares posted at Equity. 


























Roland Hayes gave his only re. 
cital in New York at Town Hall to 
a crowded house. Mr. Hayes jg 
one of the most finished artists of 
his race. In his Negro spirituals 
he is deeply emotional and in hig 
German and French group his dice 
tion is faultless, His Boston man. 
agement let it be known that 
fore this eighth tour of 
Roland Hayes has given 


bee 
America 
400 re. 


citals, singing in 153 cities in 49 
states, 
Lily Pons sang to a _ sold-out 


house at the Metropolitan, Sunday 
night. She was charmingly attired 
in a white frock, topped off with 
touches of green and green pumps, 
Liadov’s ‘Music Box’ sparkled with 
tunefulness. She was accompanied 
at the piano by Wilfred Pelletier. 
Mr. Pinza, unable to appear, was 
replaced by Pavel Ludikar in airs 
from ‘Don Giovanni’ and ‘Faust.’ 

Miss Pons is to sing the principal 
role in ‘Lakme’ which will have a 
revival next week. It is 15 years 
since Maria Barrientos sang the 
title role in Delibes’ spectacular 
opera. 





Muriel Kerr gave a recital at 
Town Hall. Her program was 
played throughout with much as- 
surance and she displayed fine im- 
agination in her interpretation of 
Schumann’s ‘Fantasy.’ The Men- 
delssohn group was given in a light, 
airy style, and won the audience's 
hearty applause, 


The concerts of the Beethoven 
Association are given by members 
who give their services and donate 
the receipts to the society’s treas- 
ury. Last week’s recital cleared 
$5,000. The purpose of this asso- 
ciation is to advance the cause of 
music as an art. 


Armand Tokatyan’s illness come 
pelled cancellation of his song re< 
cital at Carnegie Hall this week. 





Ignace Hilsberg, Russian pianist, 
will be the guest artist at a ree 
ception for Secretary of State Stim 
son in Washington by Tytus File 
lipowicz, the Polish ambassador. 





Eight performances by the Rus- 
sian Opera Foundation will be given 
at Mecca Temple week March 28. 
‘Boris Godounoff,” ‘Khovenichina’ 
and ‘Le Coq d’Or’ will be sung. 





Pons in ‘Lakme’ 

The tuneful opera of Delibes’ 
‘Lakme’ was revived at the Met. and 
the popularity of Lily Pons drew a 
capacity house. The outstanding 
number, ‘The Bell Song,’ was ren- 
dered by Miss Pons in a fashion 
that made the audience gasp, and 
she made a really beautiful stage 
picture. Miss Swarthout’s Mallika 
suited her none too well, the duet 
she sang with Miss Flexer did full 
justice to their roles. The ballet 
created by Mme. Rosini Galli, is 
beautiful, Mme. Laporte doing ex- 
quisite steps. Mr. Louis Hassele 
mans conducted with his usual ani- 
mation, 

Ganz Pleases 

Rudolph Ganz, pianist, again 
demonstrated in a recital at Car- 
negie Hall, his brilliancy, technique 
and vivid imagination through the 
keyboard. He opened his concert 
with the E Minor Sonato and Rondo 
Capriccio of Beethoven. Pieces by 
Ornstein, Scriabine and Blanchet 
were done with his usual intelli- 
gence, A full house and much ap- 
plause, 

Coloratura at Town Hall 

Adele Epstein’s coloratura voice 
was heard at Town Hall in a pro- 
gram well selected. Her voice re- 
vealed a splendid range, but her top 
notes lost sumething of beauty ia 


her attempt to force her tones. 
Nicholas Stemba accompanied at 
the piano and Ellis McDiarmid 


played the flute obligato to an aif 
by Victor Masse, 

The Japanese Christian Associa- 
tion gave a benefit performance at 
Town Hall, at which Toshiko Sekiya, 
coloratura soprano, was heard in 
French, Italian, American and Jap- 
anese songs. A pleasing voice. The 
event drew a fair house. 





Birmingham's Shows 
Birmingham, Feb. 22. 
Name of the Erlanger, legit house, 
has been changed back to the Jef- 
ferson and house has been taken 
over by John Sullivan for road- 
shows. 


‘eo. 
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Stam Chi Reviews Impede ‘Electra’: 
‘Husbands’ $9,000, 0.K—$14,000 Top 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Slow start of ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra,’ at the Blackstone, last 
week furnished first instance 
of the current season wherein a 
critical opinion caused appreciable 
damage at the boxoffice. Sales fluc- 
tuations during the week tended to 
corroborate the belief by the house 
management, and the Theatre Guild 
staff that the lambasting handed 
the O'Neill tragedy by the ‘Trib 
reviewer, Charles Collins, was re- 
sponsible for the severe slump. 

Business went way off Tuesday 
and Wednesday. By Friday word- 
of-mouth had sufficed to overcome 
the unfavorable newsprint sendoff 
and the performance that day and 
Saturday attained capacity pace. 
Spurt in advance sales toward the 
end of the week indicated that the 
marathoner had nothing to worry 
about for the remaining two laps 
of its stay, with the probability of 


th » 


finishing up the current week to 
$2,000 better than the initial less 
than $14,000 take. ‘Strange Inter- 


Jude,’ which played the same house, 
opened to over $18,000 and stayed 
eight weeks. 

‘Trib’ comment ran over a column 
and a half, with 50% of it harping 
on the incest theme. Collins de- 
scribed the work us a ‘monstrous 
affair’ and wrote that it impressed 
him ‘as a smothering, sickening del- 
uge of morbid sexology.’ One imme- 
dite reaction to the review was a 
call to the Blackstone management 
from Margaret Rice, the Guild's 
Milwaukee impresario, who wanted 
to know whether the presentation 
was as revolting as Collins termed 
it before she decided to okay the 
local booking. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law’ failed to make 
any headway on its second session. 
All concerned are particularly wor- 
ried about the balcony sale and are 
working on several exploitation 
stunts, one of them to interest law 
school students. Collections are 
still around the $12,000 mark, which 
means a break for the producers, 
but under the line for the house. 
Advance here, however, is picking 
up nicely. 

Outstanding bright spot of the 
week was the Erlanger, where ‘The 
Chocolate Soldier’ continued to pile 
in the two-for-one trade. Drew a 
heaping $14,000 from this source al- 
most exclusively for its third week. 
Impresses as certain to stay within 
the money column for at least an- 
other three weeks. 

Another happy break fell to the 
Adelphi, which last Sunday night 
had moved ‘As’ Husbands Go’ over 
from the Blackstone and started to 
peddle it on the clipped scale plan. 
First week of the comedy at its new 
location brought well over $9,000, 
with the show set to stay as long 
as it remains above $7,500. Initial 
stride at the Adelphi gives it a 
minimum outlook of four weeks 
here. 

‘Maching By’ did a sudden fade- 
out Saturday (20). Bottom dropped 
out here at the beginning of the 
week and the Shuberts in mid-lap 
issued the fold order. Both Lee and 
Jake are in town readying a revival 
of ‘The Circus Princess’ to replace 
the withdrawn operetta at the Great 
Northern. Eleventh and final week 
of ‘Marching’ got less than $4,000. 

Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhapsody in Black’ 
hies to Detroit this coming Satur- 
day (27), after a fairly profitable 
nine weeks here. Eased off to 
around $12,000 last week. ‘Blue 
Bird,’ Russe revue, hit somewhere 
around $7,000 on its third spasm at 
the Studebaker. Due to call it a 
run at the end of the present stanza, 
with Maude Adams' ‘The Merchant 
of Venice’ slated to follow Feb. 29. 


Latter booking is limited to one 
week, 
Advance call promises a strong 


reception for ‘Band Wagon,’ which 
Opens at the Illinois tonight (Mon- 
day). Entry attention was shared 
by ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Har- 
ris, in here under the Dramatic 
League banner. Fred Stone’s ‘Smil- 

& Faces’ succeeds ‘Grand Hotel’ at 

(Continued on page 49) 


‘CYRANO’ LEADS FRISCO 


On $9,000--Gillette’s $8,000 Not Big 
But Will Do Extra Weeks 

3 San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

Everything holding over with no 
new attractions on the legit cal- 
endar, Richard Bennett in “Cyrano’ 
Only business-getter of the town, 
Pulling around $9,000 in a second 
week at the Geary. 

William 


} Gillette, in ‘Sherlock 
Tolmes,’ is just fair at Erlanger’s 
Columbia. Show’s one week ex- 
tended for three more showings but 
figure 


of near $8,000 is not big. 
Duffy's production of ‘The Mons- 
ter’ had a 


ct poor second and final 

H ek at the Alcazar around $4,000. 

1 Ouse goes dark until about March 
when May Robson comes in with 
ny Guest Room.’ 

ees ne nig od opened yesterday 

neha at the Curran with a healthy 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetta. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 














‘BARRETTS’ BOSTON’S 
BIG BET ON $26,000 


Boston, Feb. 22. 

‘Barrets’ has taken the town by 
storm. Played to capacity first 
week and the two wekes’ stay has 
been lengthened to three and prob- 
ably four. ‘Three's a Crowd’ is not 
a sell-out, while ‘Everybody’s Wel- 
come,’ at the Majestic, is catching 
on and ought to pick up this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Barretts,’ Shubert. Excellent at 
$26,000 on first week; may stay 
month. 

‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Colonial. Age 


hampering draw; about $22,000 first 
week; all right. 


‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Majestic. 


Good at $16,000 on first week and 
building. 
‘Unexpected Father,’ Hollis. Fair 


at $6,000 for fourth and final week. 
‘Happy Landing,’ Plymouth. Opens 

tonight (Monday). 
‘Electra,’ Hollis. 

(Monday). 


2 BRITISH COS. TAKE 
$0,700 FROM SEATTLE 


Seattle, Feb. 22. 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Sir Barry Jackson with Birming- 
ham, England, Repertory troupe, 
prove again that English companies 
are liked here. It’s handy for them 
to hop over from Vancouver, B. C. 
Stratford Players did $13,700 in a 
week of Shakespearean plays, com- 
pared to $17,000 when here two 
years ago. Birmingham Players on 
six days, did $7,000. 

Next comes William Gillette, in 
a coast farewell, Feb. 25-27, with 
advance sale oke at a $3 top. 

Birmingham company lost its 
dates in Portland, Ore., due to a 
tangle with Fox-West Coast and 
Dufwin. Local dates were the only 
ones played by this outfit in the 
U. S., troupe touring Canada, It 
played a solid month in Vancouver. 


‘Moonlight’ $3,200 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 

‘Mrs. Moonlight’ pleased and won 
the critics’ praise but brought dis- 
appointing returns for the Bain- 
bridge dramatic stock company last 
week. Grossed around $3,200. Cur- 
rent offering is ‘Once in a Lifetime.’ 

‘Lid Lifters,’ with the aid of a 
professional wrestling match Fri- 
day night, did about $4,000 for the 
burlesque stock company at the 
Gayety. Celeste, dancer, a guest 
player. The Metropolitan continues 
dark. 


Opens tonight 


Players and 





Stone Disappoints in 
Pitt, Around $14,500 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 
With the legit field all to itself 
last week, and likewise Fred Stone's 
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Most B'way Plays Have Bad Week; ; 
6 Shows Fail to Beat $3,000 and 
One at $500; Music’ Near $42,000 








first local appearance at $3 top, 
‘Smiling Faces’ was a bit of a dis- 
appointment at the Alvin. Esti- 
mated at not more than $14,500 
which just about gave the house is ‘ , , , 
and show an even break. Quite al, roadway s I cit susiness hit an 
come down for Stone locally, star | Ses pocket ae wees ind accom- 
only last season getting better than | P@nied - sates a Sy se esceeee 
$30,000 with ‘Ripples,’ although at — of oe ha + iod Se 
a $4.40 top. | ne secon wer xc in ONT, trie that 
Bookings for both the Alvin and | ™®Y be hurting, but no oxpiana- 
|} Nixon are pretty scarce after the | ac — — no teggrte - H —- big 
|present week. Former has School | -oaor gene peta 2 tinge Wh I nee 
for Scandal,’ under subs« ription au- | Soares —_ ome ge nag which has 
spices, with Nixon housing Zieg- sy cna hn nee kt oe ages r 
feld’s ‘Hot-Cha.’ y - aan’ ‘ — here ¢ e a humbper oO poor 
thing i ig mag to agen ny~ | shows which weren't going any- 
ie in sight until March 28, when | where but even those rat ¥ ttin 
‘Little Racketeer’ comes in, to be | re, eve aS Seen ave & 
. are wager ee Ra Rt |} moderate money dropped upward of 
followed April 4 by return engage- 1$9500 from the pci yi Shale not 
ment of ‘Rhapsody in Black’ and - hat efther adios ‘ 
‘Grand Hotel,’ a week later - pt aaa 
Ts. nia Ve ie ott tes Estimated that at least six shows 
Nixon likewise will probably be on the list failed to better $3,000 
dark for a month or so unless some- haab wpnaie ail ig itl 7 
thing unexpected turns up. Only | >- . 7) ne gs Te th pe — 
thing definitely set now is Guild’s ad gree eae th: t so ice ae . 
pan * . 9 . , e lace ot H é AWS “ac 
— — to be Good,’ penciled in the Music’ hae ne agg New ‘pon 
March 21, papsay : : tohiv 
a sterdam to press acclaim and highly 
promising grosses. Premiere was 
Wednesday (17) when at $7.70 top 
the take was $6,700. Second night 
wavered a bit but third perform- 
bd b | 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

Philly is down just about to rock 
bottom this winter as far legit 
is concerned, Last week three 
houses were open. This week only 
two and next week will just see one 
regular theatre lighted. That’s un- 
precedented for the height of the 
season in modern Philadelphia his- 
tory. 

The tough angle is that business 
Hasn't been bad at all. It has been 
figured up that of the 16 shows here 
since Christmas (and that repre- 
sents a Jow water mark in quantity) 
four were smashes, four more did 
nice trade, four more broke even 
and only four were out-and-out 
flops. 

Right now the town is hungry for 
musicals, as the tremendous busi- 
ness done by ‘Face the Music’ and 
‘Smiling Faces’ shows. But there 
isn’t a single tune show on the hori- 
zon. Ziegfeld’s ‘Hot Cha’ was an- 
nounced last week to come into the 
Erlanger on the 29th, but the next 
day even this single week booking 
was cancelled. Nor is there any 
mention made of Philly in the 
‘Scandal’s’ itinerary as yet. 

Next musical is ‘The Little 
Racketeer,’ supposedly coming to 
the Shubert March 7. Only other 
booking before Easter is Katharine 
Cornell in ‘The Barretts’ at the For- 
rest March 14. Broad and Garrick 
and Erlanger have no bookings un- 
til Easter Monday. 

Two in town now are ‘Moon in 
the Yellow River,’ Theatre Guild 
tryout, at the Garrick, and ‘If Booth 
Had Missed,” Pro-Players’ offering 
at the Chestnut, first week. Both 
are subscription attractions. 

Lenore Ulric did some nice busi- 
ness last week in ‘The Social Reg- 
ister’ at the Broad. Show got about 
$28,000 in two weeks, okay. ‘Zoom,’ 
Pro-Players’ only out-and-out flop 
this year, was under $5,000 in 4th 
week at the Chestnut. ‘Moon’ got 
mixed notices but did nicely with 
aid of subscribers. It was figured 


as 





an artistic hit. 





Slim Grosses and Two-Bit ‘Service 


Tickets in L. A.; $2,200 for ‘Blackness 





Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 


No records topped last week, 
‘Crazy Quilt’ and ‘Grand Hotel’ 
both doing a skid. ‘Crazy,’ in for 
two weeks, left for San Francisco 


Sunday. 

‘Shining Blackness,’ new play by 
Lulu Vollmer, opened at the Mason 
Monday night, ending a year of 
darkness for the theatre. Failed to 
arouse local interest and the first 
week ended with about $2,200 in the 
till. 

Six-bit top 
Orange Grove 


rep company at the 
continues with ‘The 
Enemy,’ depending on 25-cent ser- 
vice tickets to pay the nut. With 
a gross of $600 for the week there’s 
no profit. 

Another 75-cent top 
started Friday at the Music Box 
when Richard Wilbur and Arthur 
Hockwald opened their stock com- 
pany with ‘It’s a Wise Child.’ 
Service tickets are the rule here, 
with the producers so confident that 
the two-bit tickets mean profit they 
didn’t open their box office for ad- 
vance sale. 

‘The Monster’ at the El Capitan, 
rushed in to appease the horror 
appetites, failed to get anything on 


venture got 





its second week. Henry Duffy is 
preparing ‘Gypsy Jim,’ an old Leo 


Carillo piece, to follow. Carillo is 
a mortgage lifter at this house, 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Monster,’ Fl Capitan (2d 


week) (CD-1,571-$1.50). Worst pro- 
duction seen locally in months. 
Slightly over $3,000. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (9th week) 


(D-1,103-$2.50). Dropped to $9,000 
with another week to go. Best 
money-maker the Belasco & Cur- 


ran has had in two years. 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ Biltmore (2d-final 
week) (M-1,656-$3). After the Holly- 


wood mob had seen this one, the 
gross slipped to $15,000 for the 
finish. Dirt scared natives. 

‘The Enemy,’ Orange Grove (3d 
week) (D-800-75). Just about paid 
the rent and lights at $600 with 


little prospect of hanging on much 
longer. 

‘it’s a Wise Child,’ Music Box (1st 
two days) (C-965-75). About $200 
for the first three performances. 


‘Shining Blackness,’ Mason (lst 
week) (D-1,500-$2.50). Slightly over 
$2,200 for the opener. Lucille La- 


verne, starred. Closes Tuesday (23), 
cancelling Frisco. 


BUT 1 NEXT WK. 


ance and both Saturday shows were 
virtual capacity and the indicated 
weekly pace will better $42,000, 

Box office statements looked 
better than the actual attendance 
for several leaders for which the 
agencies have buys. On two or 
three evenings bundles of brokers 
allotments were dumped into the 
cut rates. The dumping included 
even the latest successes, meaning 
the new musicals, 

Among last week’s new shows 
‘There’s Always Juliet’ looks okay 
at the Empire with a starting pace 
over $15,000. ‘Trick for Trick’ won 
some favorable mention at the 
Harris but business chances are 
not yet indicated. The others look 
sour. ‘Collision’ opened and closed 
at the Gaiety; same for ‘New York 
to Cherbourg,’ an added starter at 
Breaks’ looks like a cut rater at 
the 48th Street; same for ‘Wild 
Waves’ at the Times Square; ‘The 
Inside Story,’ National, postponed 
until this week. 

‘Blessed Event’ ran 
ing on its first full week, getting 
about $10,000 which netted some 
profit. Additional recent entries 
like ‘Monkey’ and ‘Zombie,’ both 
mystery shows, got very little 
money last week and only possible 
picture rights will is in sight. 

Added closings last Saturday were 
‘Air Minded,’ after two weeks at the 
Ritz, and ‘Distant Drums’ which 
flopped at the Belasco. 

Next week ‘Moon on the Yellow 
River,’ comes to the Guild; ‘Elec- 
tra’ moving to the Alwin; ‘Child 
of Manhattan’ comes to the Ful- 
ton and ‘Park Avenue, Ldt.’ to the 
Provincetown. ‘A Church Mouse’ 
stops at the Playhouse Saturday. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Air Minded, Ritz—Yanked off 
Saturday; played two weeks; some 
performances near zero at b. O., 
week’s gross reported at $400. 


‘Black Tower,’ Ambassador (7th 
week) (CD-1,200-$3). Went co-op- 
erative Monday. Less money here 
than at Harris; last week indicated 
about $3,000. 

‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (3d 
week) (C-1,019-$3). First full week 
about $10,000; not up to first indica- 
tions, but agencies expect business 
to climb. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort (16th week) 
(CD-1,043-$3). Appears able to 
hang on; last week about $6,000, 
most from cut rutes. 


into bad go- 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (20th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Continue 
strong in agencies and playing to 


better than $25,000 weekly; excellent 
at scale. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (20th 
week) (C-984-$3). Final week; not 
going to road; averaged $8,000 and 
made money. 

‘Collision,’ Gayety. Taken off Sat- 
urday after one week; generally 
panned. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ 
(17th week) (C-1,042-$3). Held up 
much better than most others; last 
week $19,500; standout good for the 
season. 


Plymouth 


‘Cynara,’ Morosco (17th week) 
(CD-893-$3). Has been — slipping 
and last week estimated at $8,500; 


should last through Lent, however, 

‘Distant Drums,’ Belasco. 
drawn last Saturday; played five 
weeks to disappointing business; 
house dark. 

‘East of Broadway,’ Belmont (6th 
week) (D-1,000-33). <A cut-rater to 
small money; rated less than $3,000: 
smal] salaries only factor that keeps 





With- | 


| 
| 


| pictures 


last 
$7.000, 
‘Jewel Robbery,’ Vanderbilt 
week) (D-770-$3). Week to 
with pace approximating $5,000 
less last week. Has been sold 
and may be 


should 
Ww eek; 


into spring; off last 


(7th 
week 
but 
for 
withdrawn 


| Saturday. 


| 








‘Left Bank,’ Little week) 
(D-530-$3). Claimed around $5,500, 
last week, just about even break; 
probably tours after Lent. 


(21st 


‘Little Racketeer,’ 44th St. (6th 
week) (M-1#463- $4.40). Date ex- 
tended one more week the closing 


+ 


now slated for March 6; $12,000 may 
be slightly profitable for musical 

‘Monkey,’ Mansfield (3rd week). 
(CD-1,050-$3). Title of this mys- 
tery play appears to have hurt its 
chances; first full week may be 
$3,500. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
Guild (18th week) (D-914-$4). Early 
dramatic leader holding up well in 
rough going, $17,000; moves to larg- 
er Alvin next week. 

‘New York to Cherbourg,’ Forrest. 
Opened Friday (19) and closed next 
night. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (9th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Advance sale 
so hefty that the slump missed this 
musical hit; again close to $30,000. 


‘Riddle Me This,’ John Golden 
(lst week) (C-900-$3). Presented 
by John Golden, written by Daniel 


N. Rubin: Frank Craven and Thome 
as Mitchell starred; opens Thurs- 
day (25). 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (15th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). The front run- 
ner of non-musicals; reported 
strongest agency calls; $23,000 and 
over, 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (24th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). One week more and 
then the road with Boston the first 
stand. Dipped again last week with 
indicated gross $25,000. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou 
(1ith week) (F-605-$3). Has been 
affected like most of the others, but 
probably bettering even break at 
$7,500 last week; short cast show. 

‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broad- 
hurst (7th week) (C-1,118-$3). 
Eased off somewhat last week, but 
real hit with the gross over $20,000, 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
Cohan (9th week) (C-1,400-$3). De- 
pendant on cut rates; slipped down 
to around $5,000 last week, 

‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (8th 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Dropped too 
with the gross under $15,000; will 
take to the road Easter week. 

‘The Fatal Alibi,’ Booth (3rd 
week) (D-708-$3). Did not escape 
tumbling biz; second week dropped 
to $7,000; agency buy helps some. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller (14th 
week) (C-946-$3). Among best of 
comedies; average pace now around 
$14,000 and close to mark last week, 


‘The Inside Story,’ National (1st 


week) (D-1,164-$3). Presented by 
A. H. Woods, his first show this 
season. Postponed from last week, 


opened last night (22). 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(16th week) (R - 1,446 - $4.40). 
Claimed to have held up fairly last 
week with the gross at $25,000. 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Empire 
(2nd week) (C-1,099-$3). Won fa- 
vorable notices with few dissenters 


and should do well; first week 
$12,000. 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Harris (2nd 
week) (D-1,051-$3). Opened late 


last week with a fairly good break 
promising gross going well over 
$15,000. 

‘Vanities,’ Carroll (27th week) 
(R-2,500-$3). May make a sudden 
shift in house next week; business 
has been down around $25,000 or 
under. 

‘When the Bough Breaks,’ 48th 
St. (2nd week) (CD-969-$3). Critics 
didn’t like this one; may do for a 
limited period on strength of star’s 
draw (Pauline Frederick) and cut 
rate support. 


‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (6th week) (D-1,090-$3). Has 
been doing well, but slipped with 


the field last week to about $10,000. 
‘Wild Waves,’ Times Square (2nd 


week) (CD-1,057-$3). Opened late 
last week drawing a panning. 
‘Zombie, siltmore 3rd. ss week) 


(1D-1,000-$3). Thriller showed little 
life last week and must improve to 
stay; under $3,000 indicated. 
Other Attractions 
‘They Don’t Mean Any Harm,’ 


it in Hopkins; a new A. A. Milne play in 
° lit } - . ‘ ; » 
little theatre: opens tonight (23) 

‘ tc.’ New neterdar ° a eet 

A Face the Music, 2 ow Am erdam ‘The Merry Widow,’ Erlanger’s: 
(2nd week) (M-1 (02-$5.50). Won jrevival; opened Monday matinee 
enthusiastic praise from first night- } soo) 

ers and criti: ind jumped to top of | ‘Near the Stars.’ Recital theatre 
list: should be $42,000 or better (Daly’s 63rd St.); opened fonday 
iweekly. ifternoon | ) . 

‘Hay Fever,’ Avon (Sth week) Maurice Chevalier, Fulton: con-. 
(C-830-$3) Revival as bettered |cert date ended last night: ‘Child 
length of original engagement and!of Manhattan’ due next week. 
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Plays on Broadway 





FACE THE MUSIC 


Sam H. Harris production co-starring 
Mary Boland and J. Harold Murray. A 
‘musical comedy revue’ by Irving Berlin 
and Moss Hart staged and lighted by Has- 
sard Short; book directed by George 5. 

Kaufman; dances by Albertina Rasch; 
by Albert R,. Johnson; orchestra 
direction, Frank Tours. Opened at $7.7 
Feb. 17, at New Amsterdam, N. Y. Regu 
lar scale $5.50 top. 

Cast includes: Andrew 
ine Carrington, Peter 
Lyons, Hugh O’Connell, Edward Gargan, 
Aida Conkey, Dorothy Waller, Margaret 
Lee and Jack Good, Dave Burns, Frances 
Halliday, Elizabeth Houston, Jean far 
gent, Ward Arnold, Dorothy Claire, Joseph 
Macauley, Oscar Polk, Clyde Fillmore, 
Martin Shepard, Charles Burrows, Thomas 
Arace, Charles Coleman, Vernon Jayson, 
Blue and White Marimba band (Alfred 
Jamesworth director), Albertina Rasch 
dancers, (7). Girls 32, boys 12, 


settings 


Tombes, 
Sargent, Helen 





‘Face the Music’ is the towns 
newest smash, A curlous admixture 
of conventional musical comedy 
with satire, legit comedy and in- 
termittent production punctuaiions 
of extravaganza, it is along a new 
standard in musicals which makes 
the pre-1932 type of namby-pamby 
musical comedy appear elementary. 

Authored by a dramatist, this 
libretto of Moss Hart’s could almost 
be set down as straight 1arce, coi- 
parable to the rich buffoonery of 
his ‘Once in a Lifetime.’ His shafis 
of barbed wit at the expense of the 
local municipal administration 
caused much craning of necks in 
the direction of Mayor Walker who 
was present opening night. 

Motivation of the plot starts with 
the social elite strutting their stuif 
in the Automat, while Sergeant 
Martin Van Buren Meshbesher 
(Hugh O’Connell) and his cops are 
cleaning up on alt the available 
cash in sight. When faced with an- 
other of those investigations, they 
agree to finance Hal Reisman’s new 
show only on condition that that 
broken-down entrepreneur will also 
break them with sufficient dispatch 
to eliminate any complications. 
Reisman assures through the me- 
dium of a promise he'll spend $150,- 
000 on a scene ‘and then I may not 
use it’ That seems to satisfy the 
affluent bluecoats who meantime 
are further complicated by the 
elaborate stock exchange board in 
the precinct house. 

It’s only after the city faces a 
deficit that the cops, who pooled 
almost a half million to get rid of 
their surplus cash, are forced to 
dirty up the show so that it be- 
comes a boxoffice panic. 

The manner in which this is 
done, ‘to the degree that even Mae 
West would have walked out on it,’ 
is physically transmuted for audi- 
ence edification and is the unquali- 
fied boxoffice strength of this entry. 

Along with the general satire 
which takes in lots of territory, 
none is spared. The politicians get 
it as do the critics, show business, 
agents and kindred personalities 
and enterprises. 

Marking her initial musical com- 
edy work, Mary Boland is rousingly 
rowdy as Mrs. Meshbesher, the wife 
of the desk sergeant whose sole 
complaint is that ‘we’re lousy with 
money.’ An idea of the vice squad's 
financial rating is gathered from the 
ambitions of one non-cop character 
that he’ll make enough money to 
buy a seat on the police force. 
Hus . O’Connell, also a first time 
musicaler, is Sgt. Meshbesher. 

J. Harold Murray, with Katherine 
Carrington, are the layoffs who pro- 
mote Mrs. Meshbesher into financ- 
ing the new Hal Reisman (An- 
drew Tombes) musical. Latter ob- 
serves that ‘just because they call 
it show business, the bankers think 
it’s a business, as witness the way 
those downtown boys are stuck 
with Fox. To which Sgt. Mesh- 
besher observes that it holds noth- 
ing to frighten him excepting that 


he remembers when a child his 
mother warned him about the 
Shuberts. 


Underlying it all, the same gen- 
eral barbs which highlight ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ also distinguish ‘Face 
the Music.’ Hart's lines, plus the 
Kaufman libretto staging, gave the 
city fathers the same ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ treatment as this twain 
applied to the Hollywood moguls. 

Dialog is rich and racy, plus ex- 
pert purveying by a well balanced 
cast which knows how to time its 


stuff when audience enthusiasm 
overwhelmed ’em. They didn't muff 
a thing. 

Timing and pacing throughout 


evidenced the advantages of the 
Philly previews, and while the show 
now runs a little too long, it’s 
hardly noticeable. 

When the satire perhaps becomes 
m bit too serious, there’s always the 
Hassard Short mounting and the 
Albertina Rasch terp routines to re- 
lieve everything. 

In between, the tuneful Irving 
Berlin music confounds as to what 
will wind up as the hit number of 
a rich score. It packs a lot and 
augurs a lot for a real comeback 
by Berlin. This is his first show in 
years and with it he evidences his 
mastery of pop songwriting. Lyrics 
haven't been sacrificed for commer- 
cial purposes either, as witness the 
lines mentioning ‘tart’ and a fair 
sprinkling of hells and damns, but 








Kather- |} 


it’s of a calibre that is suspectible 
to editing and modification for 
sheet music commercial purposes. 
The diversity of staging in this 
musical has made for a generally 
interesting and beneficial presenta- 





tion. Kaufman’s book direction is | 
100% Ilegity, while the MHassard 
Short extravaganza highlights give | 
it the true musical comedy touch. | 
Audience will sense the alternate | 
shiftings from the straight legit 
idea into mustftal comedy but it’s 
never mindful. 

Albertina Rasch’'s terp creations 
are distinguished, joining into the 


spirit of lampoonery and burlesk in 
almost every routine. Highlight of 
the straight terp stuff is the ‘Roof 
in Manhattan’ (cinch hit) number, 
with its Spanish motif whith con- 
forms with the _ castles-in-Spain 
idea of the penthouse lyric. 

‘Torch Song,’ a solo wow by Jean 
Sargent, is the first song out- 


and ‘Manhattan Madness’ impress 
exceptionally in the second portion. 
Latter is a distinctive interpreta- 
tive instrumental. 

Other cast outstanders include 
Hugh O’Connell as the semi-boob 
desk sgt. and the Margaret Lee- 
Jack Good dance team with their 
eccentric legmania. 

‘Face the Music’ at $5.50 a copy 
should make a chump out of the 
very thing it kids—the depression. 
There's always a market for good 


value and this one holds plenty. 

Abel. 
When the Bough Breaks 
Drama in three acts and a prolog. Pre- 
sented at the 48th, Feb. 15, by Arthur 
Lubin, Written by Jerome Sfackheim; 
staged by Mr, Lubin; associate director, 
Lester Fuller. Pauline Frederick starred. 
Richard Warren.......- William Post, Jr. 
Lewis Warren...... o6deaee Clyde Franklin 
PEG. cvcccccecscecccesseses Maud Durand 
Magma Warren....eese: Pauline Frederick 
Walker Maitland........ Malcolm Duncan 
Jim Hamilton..........Louis Jean Heydt 
Joan Leonard....... béadee Dorothy Libarie 





A well handled and nicely pro- 


duced drama, but dealing with 
much used subject matter, the 
selfish mother, who through her 


conniving ruins her son’s life, career 
and happiness. Despite the play’s 
bringing back Pauline Frederick to 
Broadway in the flesh, and not in 
celluloid, it doesn’t look to be ‘in.’ 

The star, of course, is the mother, 
and delivers in her performance. 
Interesting to note that she has 
been similarly cast previously in 
talkers, particularly in her last for 
Paramount (‘Wayward’), where her 
role called for almost similar situ- 
ations, but not so tragic as in 
‘Bough.’ 

Women probably will stay away. 
While there are some laugh lines, 
mostly in the able hands of Louis 
Jean Heydt, the elements of tragedy 
are strong throughout. The deaths 
of Richard Warren's father and of 
his sweetheart and fiancee, Joan, 
are two contributing factors, and 
the general collapse of the boy him- 
self finishes the grimness. 

‘The Silver Cord,’ of some years 
ago, was very closely allied in story, 
save that in ‘When the Bough 
Breaks’ there is but one son, Rich- 
ard, played by William Post, Jr., a 
newcomer. Prolog shows the close, 
friendly and loving palship existent 
between Richard and his father, 
Lewis Warren, which the mother 
resents violently. 

Then Lewis dies, and his widow 
starts to break down barriers be- 
tween her son and herself. First 
he is deprived of fulfilling a dream 
of both his and his father's, a busi- 
ness trip to Chile. Then, when he 
wants to marry Joan, his mother 
says it’s sex and not love. Why 
not make Joan a mistress instead of 


a wife? The young people accept 
the situation, 
When the young pair, finding 


Joan is to have a baby, decide to 
marry as they wanted to do, Magma 
steps In and breaks this up. Thus, 
the second act curtain finds Joan 
sending both Magma and her son 
away. 

At the rise of the third act cur- 
tain, Richard has been away some- 
time, failing even to attend the 
funeral of his fiancee, who has died, 
apparently a_ suicide. When he 
does come it is to tell his mother he 
is leaving for Chile with his friend 
Jim (Heydt). Again she interferes, 
reading a letter that Jim, likewise 
in love with Joan, had written the 
girl telling of his love and offering 
to marry her and be a father to 
Richard’s child should things go 
wrong. That breaks up the friend- 
ship of the two men, Jim walking 
out after first letting Magma have 
it. But Richard follows suit, as the 
‘bough breaks.’ 

Malcolm Duncan is the friend of 
the husband, who years before had 
lost his suit for Magma’s hand and 
who has been sticking around ever 
since. Several times he has tried 
to tell Magma what she is doing 
with her son, but it never seeps 
through, with him finally giving up 
the case and walking out as the 
others have done, but not until he 
also has told Magma what she 
doing. ‘Bough’ is no mammy song. 


is 





And so, it’s all sadness, First 





Shows in Rehearsal 


Barrie Plays (Brady) Play- 
house. 

‘Too Much Money’ 
land) Ritz. 

‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Moses) 
Chanin. 

‘Child of Manhattan’ (Fears) 
Erlanger. 


(Row- 





‘Death Takes a Holiday’ || 
(Chicago stock, Sharpe) } 
Golden. 

‘Too Good to Be True’ 


(Guild) Guild. 











stander. Follows ‘Roof in Manhat-| Prolog. Maud Durand Is good as 
tan’ and ‘Soft Lights and Sweet foe iis tna: h we * “ ~ pg ~ 
Music,’ while ‘I Say It’s Spinach’| MOUSeKeeper, who also feels the 





oe 


act is slow, spent mainly in paint- 
ing the mother role in dark colors 

Play may benefit from what draw | 
Miss Frederick’s film playing gave 
her. William Post, Jr., is good as 
the smothered son. Heydt is an up 
and coming actor. Dorothy Libaire 
is Joan, the disappointed sweet- 
heart, while Clyde Franklin is the 
likeable father, but seen only in the 


effects of Magma’s scheming. 
Leblang interests in the produc- 
tion should help. 


WILD WAVES 





Doran, Ray & Hewes production of three 
act comedy in nine scenes by W. F. Man- 
ley, staged by Worthington Minor. Opened 
Feb. 19 at Times Sq., N. Y. $3 top. FPro- 
duction designed by Raymond Sovey 
Miss Croft.....+.«. eebecees Edith Van Cleve 
Yr. Podmore ...eeeee+--Bertram Marburgh 
Roy Denny..... evoceeeeeBruce MacFarlane 
i Pere 00006se00ecs cerca suey 
Control Man...... ecccccees Obert Shayne 
Prulence Prewitt...ceesceese- Violet Barney 
BPE «as ere ee o64206e0000ce nea Tete 
Miss Lehman...... eovcceccores Anne Revere 
Bogwelman ..ee- coecccevceces Stuart Brown 
DRIFT cccsvcsos eccccecceces Mary Robinson 
BOO cvvcndeioncrs eoceececsoc rank Verigun 
Nancy Hodson....coces eee. Betty Starbuck 
REP. MOGWOPG Reiss. cc ccccccscdcd Joseph King 
Mr. Seymour Haverstraw..George Graham 
DT ,.- PAAURTIOTMOOR . oc cccccecces Maurice Cass 
Mitch Gratwick........e+.-Osgood Perkins | 
John Duffy...... ibd40b46045 4000 08 John Beal | 
Ce) reer eeecceoes St. Clair Bayfield | 
BE, TUWRONGE. ccccccscceses Horace Sinclai: 

After a number of false starts, 


‘Wild Waves’ finally started at the} 
Times Square but, judging from its 
premiere, it would have been just 
as well had the days been pro- 
longed. This attempted satire on 
radio broadcasting missed a grand 
opportunity to make itself the 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ of the ether. 
It will not be a successful entry. 

Instead, after a promising start, 
which discloses cross-sections of 
broadcasting studios, it evolves into 
a progressively dull triangle having 
to do with a ghost voice who does 
the actual crooning for the light 
heavy who happens to possess a 
nicer ‘front’ than his actual vocal 
double. 

This basic premise, with its atten- 
dant spurious import that even the 
prez of a broadcasting co. can't 
get into the actual broadcasting 
studio of a temperamental star, is 
of the same shallow texture as 
many another detail. 

True it may be that not every 
golden voiced crooner is an Adonis, 
but there are enough Rudys, Bings, 
Russes, Mortons, etc., to refute that 
a nice personality can’t go with a 
commercially appealing pair of 
pipes. 

Anybody who has been within a 
block of a broadcasting station 
would know that executives and 
commercial sponsors do not hecti- 
cally rush pell-mell in and out of 


exits and entrances to transact 
their big business in the outer 
lobby where the usual squatters, 


audition hounds and ether fans are 
parking their bodies. But so far 
as William Ford Manley, the au- 
thor, is concerned—and he should 
know better, being a commercial 
radio continuity writer—that’s just 
where the advertising counsellors, 
the contacting v.p.’s, the inspired 
continuity scribes, the famous 
crooners dnd all the others strut 
their stuff. It wouldn't require 
much ingenuity to have set it in a 
more effective locale. 

As a result, ‘Wild Waves,’ after a 
wavering first act, which is solely 
sustained by a strong introductory 
tempo, collapses completely into a 
trite triangle. The bashful tenor’s 
reticence when facing his micro- 
phonic opportunity, and his subse- 
quent ‘mike’ fright, despite the 
actual existence of such thing, 
doesn't ring true. As a studio at- 
tache, even if he’s only the lowly 
‘chimes’ sounder, but with a voice 
which has carried his actual croon- 
ing from coast to coast, while the 
Desperate Desmond tenor gets the 
bows, he should be beyond that 
premise. 

Paramount is said to have the 
screen rights for this one all set 
and may have figured in the financ-} 
ing as originally Par backed the}! 
Whitaker Ray-Worthington Minor} 
play production outfit which dis-| 
banded when taken over by Doran, | 
Ray & Hewes. Minor staged but; 
is not now of the production pre-| 
senters. It’s the same Ray as with} 
Ray-Minor, while D. A. Doran, of | 
the firm, is now with the Par edi- 
torial board. Margaret Hewes, of | 
~ firm, figures on the eee 
end. 

Most prominent cast names are, 
Osgood Perkins, as the program!) 
manager who berates his fate and | 
finally gets one of those silly stagey 
‘inspirations’ for a real piece of 





music, which he dashes off in be- 
tween the theme song drivel which 
falls to his lot. He rants at the 


mechanical operandi of a heartless 


broadcasting corporation but is still 
doubling as a circular mailer ai 
3 a.m. This bit of business, with 
John Beal as Duffy, the gifted but 
bashful tenor, as his aide, is an- 
other of the stupidities of the piece. 
Common sense implies that a large 
mailing and stenographic personnel 
takes care of such work. 

Betty Starbuck, as another pro- 


gram official, could have been a 
swell take-off on a woman who 
has been a radio pioneer with one 


of the major chains. Instead, she’s 
just a talky, hapless automatum, 
blameable solely on the script. 

Edith Van Cleve does the fresh 
reception clerk with some degree 
of faithfulness, while Bruce Mac- 
Farlane is the villainous tenor who 
is being harassed on the side (as a 
convincer that he’s a bad egg) by 
a dame who wants her $1,500 loan 
returned ‘and a name for my baby.’ 
That gives an idea. John Beal as 
the McCoy tenor is dull. 

That goes for everything and no 
click. Abel, 


COLLISION 





Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Gaiety Feb 16 by Lewis E, Gensler: 
adapted from the German of Rudolf Lothay 
and Erno Sebesi by John Anderson: June 
Walker and Geoffrey Kerr featured: 
staged by Melville Burke. 

EAM ncdsccecgese Cees erewccee »-Eva Condon 
PUUUEE . 66:90006066000008080000008 Porter Hall 
43. Te eceereccccacecscecs Harry Tyler 
Klenitach ...cccccccccccccee Victor Kilian 
Milk Woman ,..ccosceseesessFatsy Klein 
ae cocccccoscccceeessoune Walker 
PammengmeP cccceces covceeees- James Hagan 
a ea er aa »».Geoffrey Kerr 
Headwaiter TETITTTTET TTT Ralph Nairn 
First Waiter eeeeees-George Fairchild 
Second Waiter ..... +..+-Franklin Munnell 
Orchestra Leader ......M. Charles Palazzi 
BUROE 606206 <acves YYETTETT Lennox Pawle 
AMENOTO BESS ccccocciecss Frances Dade 
Bridegroom ..... «++» Richard Hemingway 
a ee Pere ° bveesss Joann Castle 
A Guest cscceccvcccce eooccced Anita Murray 
WUGCE TOOMONTE 66 006dkcsectbess P. Yanyst 


The Gaiety has been trying hard 


to break away from pictures. First 
with a show that never came in 
and ditto for the second, the third 
a one-week runner, ‘Peter Flies 
High.’ Fourth out appears to be 


‘Collision,’ which won't do either. 

In the original German ‘Collision’ 
may have been naughty, if not dirty. 
It’s supposed to be quite continen- 
tal, localled in provincial Germany. 
In the Americanization the cleaning 
processes took out most of the con- 
tinental atmosphere. 

Olga, the local belle, is enamoured 
of Dr. Geszti, a young physician. 
He’s that way about her, too, but is 
either too shy or too busy to go 
get her. Being a resourceful dam- 
sel she invents a flance, one Fedor 
tozognyi, a famed pianist, who that 
day is coming to wed her. There 
is a wreck o1 the nearby bridge and 
the first class coach lands in the 
bend of the river. Olga faints and 
upon coming to, pretends loss of 
memory and embraces the doctor 
whem she calls her Fedor, 

The doc tells the anxious parents 
that the case is serious and unless 
he starts on a honeymoon with Olga 
there’s no telling how her brain 
would be affected. They dine and 
dance in a honeymoon spot. She 
deftly avoids taking a secative and 
taunts the doctor until he at last 
carries her to bed in his arms. 

In the morning the parents are 
on hand, Young doctor readily ad- 
mits the night had been spent to- 
gether and rather glories in it. They 
cannot do arything about it and he 
further states the treatment will 
have to go on for some time. Enter 
happy Olga and when the Fedor 
person is mentioned as having es- 
caped the wreck, the doctor makes 
threats. Then she confesses she 
invented the pianist, that she is just 
crazy about her doctor and just had 
to do something to win him. 

Curiously, there is the name 
Fedor Rozgonyl programmed as the 
last character, supposed to be 
played by one P, Yanyst. No such 
person appears, Perhaps the billing 
was to invite audience curiosity. 
There are several useless charac- 
ters, making for a gabby perform- 
ance all around. 

June Walker and Geoffrey Kerr 
are the featured leads. Both have 
done better any number of times. 
A playwright said to represent 
Molnar is present, he being a corpu- 
lant, white-haired fellow on a 
honeymoon with his fifth wife. 

It had to be the luck of John 
Anderson, drama critic for the 
‘E-ening Journal’ that he made the 
adaptation. Play was known to be 
very light in the original and by re- 
moving what it ever had to attract 
attention originally, little was left. 

Probably won't stay longer than 
to protect the management on the 
picture rights and none are indi- 
cated. Idee. 


There’s Always Juliet 


Comedy in three acts. Presented by Gil- 
bert Miller at the Empire Feb. 25. Writter 
by John Van Druten. Edna Best and Her- 


bert Marshall siarred. Staged by Aurie! 
Pe. 

Leonora Perrycosté..eccsssecseces Exina Best 
Florence ....+«+ oe cccevecesccess May Whitty 


Dwight Houston... 
Peter Walmsley. ccccccsecs 


eceeee» Herbert Marshal! 
.-Cyrll Raymond 





If Gilbert Miller’s latest import 
matches its London engagement of 
four months at the Apollo there it 
should have well served the man- 
ager. Doubtful if it will go quite 


a 


that long, though ‘There's Alway 
Juliet’ is ver le amanen 

y pleasant romance 
pleasantly performed and hag 
enough for class audiences. 

The author, John Van Druten ig 
best known for his ‘Young Woodley: 
which attracted the more attention 
because his own England would not 
permit it for some reason until after 
it scored here. Certainly Van Drue 
ten is more likeable in the lighter 
vein, judging from the poor showing 
of his ‘After All’ here at the Booth 
a month or two ago, especially w hen 
two such favorites as Edna Best and 
Herbert Marshal! are the leads. 

Only four characters and one set 
for the enactment of this sweet 
‘Juliet,’ which is a nimble treatment 
of the quick love story. 

Leonora Perrycoste, an English 
girl of great perception and warmth 
meets Dwight Houston, an Ameri. 
can architect, at a London tea. Five 
hours later they are embracing in 
her home, an experience she never 
dreamed could happen with a man 
She knew nothing about. Her par- 
ents are holidaying in Biarritz and 
Leonora is in the care of the elderly 
maid, who knew her from babyhood, 

It isn't long before the New York- 
er nicknames her Steve; in fact, 
they call each other that. Each 
concedes a liking for the other, 
Next day is spent in the country, 
and they plan a dinner and theatre 
for the evening. A cable changes 
that, Hfouston being summoned to 
America the next noon. 

The attachment is stronger than 
either believes possible. He asks 
her to wed. No. And that goes on 
until he at last makes for the Ritz 
to pack. Leonora spends a bad 
night. Next evening, to forget, she 
sups out with Peter (Porky) Walm- 
sley, an admirer. Peter knows 
Houston, having first met him out in 
India, where the Yank had broken 
the rules in trying to snapshot the 
statue of a Buddha god from the 
rear. When he visited America he 
met Houston again, and background 
was quite satisfactory —above the 
rating of ‘the 400,’ according to 
Peter, 

That dispelled all the doubts 
Leonora may have had for her man, 
And he isn't on the Majestic at all, 
Another message brought him back 
to London. Over the phone she tells 
her mother that she is to be married. 

The third act virtually makes 
‘There’s Always Juliet.’ It has more 
lightness and laughter than the pre- 
ceding acts. In it the fourth char- 


acter, that of Peter, makes a sole 
appearance. Before that the dialog 
was a duolog, save for the times 


when Florence, the maid, was on, 
Story and unseen people frequently 
called for the use of the telephone. 
Invariably the voice of the other 
party is audible to some degree, 
That got some giggles. 

Miss Best and Marshall portray 
the lovers with such finesse that the 
Story is at all times believable. In 
no instance have these two London 
players failed to please New York 
audiences. Cyril Raymond is the 
unlucky Peter, while May Whitty is 
the maid. 


Good title is ‘There’s Always 
Juliet.’ Light play but enjoyable. 
Ibee. 





TRICK FOR TRICK 


Mystery melodrama in three acts. Pree 
sented at the Harris theatre by Robert 
V. Newman, Feb. 18. Written by Vivian 
Crosby, Shirlet Warde and Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble; staged by Gribble, with 
Lawrence Bolton, associated. James Ren« 
nie featured. 

John Russell....... eooeceeee- DUrke Clarke 
Constance Russell..........Eleanor Phelps 
Walter Lawrence............dames Rennie 
Albert Young.....+++ee++.lawrence Bolton 
CRE AGAR: cc ccccces eee Walter Vaughn 
Professor Roland King....Harry Mestayer 
Lieutenant Jed Dodson....Granville Bates 
GOOCH 1S TOU scccccccceces Henry O'Neill 
Susie Henry......... -«--Sascha Beaumont 
Dr. Frank Fitzgerald....Halliam Bosworth 
Sergeant Pete Dennehy...Robert W. Craig 
Joseph Lombard........+++.-Averill Harris 
Stenographer......... eee-Fred Knight 
Jim Peabody.....sececcceeses-Faul Hoover 








Best mystery show in years. 
There have been numerous plays 
of the type this season, though 
none have stood out like ‘Trick for 
Trick. Brought in by Robert V. 
Newman, it looks like the kid pro- 
ducer’s top try to date. 

It is the trickiest of performances, 
There is first rate magician’s stuff, 
and this feature is concentrated 
upon by Vivian Crosby, one of the 
authors, who had the services of 
professional tricksters. Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble worked on the script 
and is credited for its finished form. 

The phenomenon of bringing back 
the soul of a deceased person is all 
but fulfilled, a murder intervening. 
Receiving messages from the dead 
is a part of the play. Walter Law- 
rence, known ag ‘Azrah’ the magi- 
cian, possesses what he terms 4&4 
control. In a partially self hyp- 
notic state he twice purports [to 
speak warnings from his departed 
mother, 

Aside from its metaphysical as- 
pect, ‘Trick for Trick’ is interesting 
diversion. There ig a thread of ro< 
mance, the melodramatics are ex- 
cellently acted, the intricate HUght 
cues clicked, and are very impor 
tant, and there is comedy plus nov- 
eity. The time to time exhibition 
of the magi’s stock in trad3 may 


not be amazing but is done wit! 
dexterity. 
There is one set. This show, in 


its weird moments, has an excuse 
whick mystery plays generally lact. 
Azrah is believed to be involved in 
the suicide of the girl assistant ©: 





(Continued on page 48) 
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London Show World 





London, Feb. 11. 


First thing Charles Culliver did, 
en being appointed joint managing 
girector on Moss Empire, was to 

ttle a pending suit against his 
eompany by Albert de Courville, 
qho claimed he had @ verbal con- 
tract with one of the directors to 
@o a Hippodrome show. It was 
made at & banquet, within hearing 
of geveral witnesses. De Courville 

understocd to have 
£1,000. 

Another 


received 


producer who has been 
pothering the Moss Empires direc- 
torate is Julian Wylie. He held a 
romise to do a show at the Hippo- 
drome, also. The show is now be- 
nz written by Fred “hompson. 
Wylie has settled with Moss Em- 
jres advancing some money to pro- 
duce the show. 


An all-star production of ‘Julius 
Caesar’ was given at His Majesty's 
Feb. 8 by Cscar Asche, in the role 
ef Caesar. om 

He gave a brilliant character 
gtudy of Oscar Asche. Lynn Hard- 
jng was equally impressive in his 
portrayal of Lynn Harding, but the 
greatest performances of all, the 
height of self-analysis, came from 
Godfrey Tearle, who was officially 
announced fos the part of Mark 
Anthony. 





English Humor 

Looking ove Wheeler and Wool- 
gey’s ‘Peach o’ Reno’ recently, a 
Variety’ man chuckled over the gag, 
Mo you drink? ‘“That’s my busi- 
pess,” ‘Any other business?’ 

Turning tc his English companion 
he said it was a typical American 
crack. The Knowing native then 
stated the rag originated 25 years 
ago in a British court of law, 

Continuing its policy of present- 
ing audacious plays, the Gate the- 
atre last week offered Antione Bi- 
besco’s three-act comedy, ‘Laquelle,’ 
under the title of ‘Which!’ It was 
produced in New York with the title 
‘Ladies All.’ 

It was exceptionally well received. 





The tiny Players theatre last 
week produced a new comedy by 
Frederick Jackson, ‘The Iron 
Woman,’ which was warmly greeted. 

It is the old subject of youth 
defying age and convention but 
thins out to a tame ending. 


British Production 


Eleven British films are being 
made here a* present, a figure which 
is higher than the totals for the 
last three months, but much lower 
than the total this time last year. 

The slump is due mainly to Brit- 
ish International having eased up 
Production during the last few 
Months and having stopped alto- 
gether just now while waiting for 
past pictures to get key theatre 
dates. 

It is further due to the suspended 
Production at the Gaumont studios, 
which are being enlarged with a 
view to turning out 59 features 
yearly. This schedule, however, 
does not some into effect until April. 


5 Weeks’ Work, 2 Nights’ Pay 

After five weeks’ rehearsal and 
two nights’ run the company of 
‘Say When’ at the Duke of York’s 
received two nights’ salary, their 
contracts being for the run of the 
Diece. 

Mercia Swinburne, the lead, had 
& month’s gvarantee, but even that 
Was useless as the concern is regis- 
tered as a limited liability company 
and the woman who was principal 
backer therefore cannot be pro- 
Ceeded agairst. 


Exhibit A 

Babette, the dancer, is to have 
her backbone X-rayed in the in- 
terests of science, 

A long-beard professor chanced 
to see her do her famous contor- 
tionist business and decided she 
Was so interesting she would be 
Worth illustrating in a forthcoming 
lecture before the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 

In England, of course, there is no 
Question of this sort of thing being 
& publicity gag, with the result 

bette has done more to put the 
@lastic backbone on the surgical 
thart than anyone else. 





John Maude, son ot Cyril Maude, 


_— E. G. Robey, son of George 
obey, were among the attorneys 


holding briefs at the Old Bailey this 
Week, 


Long Goes Russian 
PR omg Long, for years Hearst’s 
id representative, has been in 
— leaving this week for Italy, 
ere he will confer with Maxim 
Gorki. 
gions is now smitten with the 
Oviet literature bug and hopes to 


Publish Gorki’s current work on the 
Tevolution. 





a Robey Under Spot 

tat ng Robey, incidentally, is 

reat the public eye at present. 

wan . Unday Express,’ now in a 
‘r with its Rothermere rival, the 
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Ruth Mason’s License 


Cancelled; New Plans 
Paris, Feb. 22. 

Government has cancelled lecit 
producing license issued to Ruth 
Mason, American woman, Miss 
Mason was planning to employ 
Betty Zane, daughter of Col. Zane, 
w.k. figure in the American colony 
here, with Miss Zane now shipped 
off on a trip to California to visit 
relatives. 

Miss Mason, forced to abandon 
her previous plans, now is toying 
with a new idea of hiring an inti- 
mate theatre in Paris for produc- 
tion in English of local newly-pro- 
duced plays. Idea is that if any of 
the plays seem to go, they can be 
shipped to the U. S. for production. 


CIRCUITS’ WAR 
A BREAK FOR 
ACTORS 


London, Feb. 22. 

West End vaudeville battle is now 
on in earnest between General The- 
atres and Moss Empires. Perform- 
ers playing the Palladium and Hol- 
born (Gen.) are considered opposi- 
tion to the Victoria Palace and Do- 
minion (Moss) and each side is bar- 
ring the talent from the opposite 
camp. 

Recent unanimous decision of all 
managers to cut salaries by one- 
third has now been conveniently 





forgotten by all hands, with both 
circuits frantically scrambling to 


anticipate opposition for talent. 


CARMO’S ATTACHMENTS 
ALMOST STRANDED HIM 


Paris, Feb. 15. 


Great Carmo, who played a fort- 
night at the Empire with a com- 
pany of about 30, is now back in 
England, but not without consider- 
able difficulties. After Manager 
George Sax of Lakes’ Variety 
agency, London, had sent him from 
England to the Paris Empire with 
fares and baggare transportation 
c.o.d., Carmo discovered that, fol- 
lowing Sax drawing an advance on 
his salary, an attachment was put 
on the baggage by Langstaff & 
Arenbert, transportation agents, for 
their due. 

This left him nearly stranded, his 
chorus having to get salary help 
from the English N.V.A. Carmo then 
decided to return to England rather 
than keep a date in Switzerland, re- 
sulting in Manager Randow -of the 
Kuchlin theatre in Basle, Switzer- 
land, increasing his difficulties by 
attempting to attach Carmo’s bag- 
gage for breach of contract. Fact 
that baggage in transportation is 
not attachable only permitted Great 
Carmo to return complete to Eng- 
land. 








‘Sunday Dispatch,’ has taken the 
comedian’s life story for serial. 

The ‘Dispatch’ promptly went one 
better. They argued the public had 
tired of the conventional life story, 
so they dug up Robey’s paintings, 
the comedian being a useful man 
with a spare-time brush. 

tobey’s cariacatures of well- 
known people are likely to prove a 
draw in the rival sheet as a re- 
sult. 


John Grierson, one of the leaders 
in the European film world, expert 
critic and producer, has decided 
never to make another film, a fact 
which in itself shows what an 
original sort of man he is. 


It was a pity the late Edgar Wal- 
lace could not be in London at the 
time his last play, ‘The Green Pack,’ 
was produced at Wyndham’s, Feb. 9. 

If he had, he would have altered 
the finish to make it clear to the 
average theatre-goer. In that event 
it would have been an exceptionally 
good melodrama of the Gold Coast 
with three men drawing for the ace 
of spades to decide which of them 
should kill the fourth, who is rob- 
bing them of a fortune. 

The play is well acted, but 
leisurely in development and evolu- 
tion, details which 





have altered at rehearsal. 


}; move 


TOUGH BREAKS 


Casting Grief—‘Fiddle’ 
Trio Stricken 


Cochran’s 





London, Feb. 22. 
C. B. Cochran is having a tough 
time getting a cast together for 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ American mu- 


sical that he’d like to stick into 
the Palace pronto. 

Finally got three principals set 
in Henry Leoni, Delysia and 
Francis Lederer, all three im- 
mediately coming down with in-| 


fluenza,. 


STOLL, GILLESPIE NOT 


INTERESTED IN ‘CRAZY’. 


BRITISH LEGITS 


London, Feb. 22. 

Alex Aarons had a long talk with 
Sir Oswald Stoll Wednesday (17) 
about the likelihood of producing 
‘Girl Crazy’ at the Alhambra. 
Couldn’t even reach first base, with 
Stoll quite happy and satisfied over 
the grosses he’s” getting with 
‘Waltzes from Vienna’ and not at all 
interested in something to follow at 
this time. 

Same result was attained by 
Aarons during a talk with R. H. 
Gillespie for the Hippodrome, where 
John Murray Anderson’s revue ‘Bow 
3ells’ is equally in the money. Now 
looks pretty definite that Aarons 
will return to New York with his 
trip here amounting to nothing 
more than a trip. 


Harwood’s 2 New Ones 
Just So-So in London 


London, Feb. 22. 

Captain Harwood had himself a 
little holiday in the legit field this 
week, two plays that he authored 
opening. First, ‘So Far and No 
Father’ is at the Ambassador's and 
‘King, Queen and Knave’ is at the 
Playhouse. Both, however, got in- 
different receptions and _ despite 
Marie Tempest starring in the first 
ard Gladys Cooper in the second 
play, look like short runs. 

‘So Far’ deals with a dubious 
fatherhood problem, and is replete 
with ancient humor, while second 
has to do with the usual Ruritarian 
plot and _ counter-plot business, 
finally becoming serious political 
stuff and consequently quite tedious. 

‘Sentenced’ at the Comedy is an 
unconvincing melodrama of a judge 
who sentences an escaped convict 
for the murder the judge himself 
committed. It’s partly redeemed by 
good trouping on the part of Frank 
Cellier and Ion Swinley, but doesn’t 
promise much of a run, 

‘Below the Surface,’ at the Prince 
of Wales, is a submarine drama 
originally tried out for one perform- 
ance by the Repertory Players at 
the Phoenix. It’s been partially re- 
written, and was well received. De- 
spite crude workmanship it’s inter- 








‘Affaire,’ Paris Comedy 





Hit, Taken by Shuberts | 





‘31 Loss $86,000, Vs. $300,000 Profit 
In 30, 12 Moss Empires 


Going Sound 


London, Feb. 22. 
about $86,250 





Moss Empires lost 


during the past year as against a 

Paris, Feb. 22, profit the year previous of about 

‘Une Affaire’ (‘An Affair’), local} $310,275 There'll -be no dividends 
'comedy hit by Pierre Varenne and |} ; ot i. weal 6 

| Raymond Silva at the Caumartin. for ordinary stockholders this year 

lhas been taken by the Shuberts for|@!though last year 10% was paid. 

| America. ‘ Preferred stockholders, however, 
Robert Gallois is the local entre- | Will get a dividend of some sort. 

preneur. Report just issued by the com- 

a 2 pany does not disclose the loss at 

the Dominion theatre, where the 

dividends are guaranteed by Moss 


FAVOR OPEN 
POLICY 


London, Feb. 22. 


Number of local legit stars, repre- 





senting British Actors’ Equity, vis- 
lited the Labor Ministry during the 
|week and asked for permission to 
fallow all foreign talent to enter the 


| country without restrictions, 





Artists told the Minister stories 
were getting around that British 


| were barring foreign and 
feared such stories would hurt more 
|than do any good. Also expressed 
fear that reprisals might be set up 
lin the United States and other spots. 


actors, 


LEGIT SHOW WINDOW 
IDEA GAINS GROUND 


Paris, Feb. 11. 





The suggestion that plays not 
bought by any theatre should be 


staged and trade shown in a special 
| stand, is receiving a new impetus 
from the fact that many plays 
which have been given a single 
showins by some friendly organiza- 
tion, have immediately been booked 
into a regular theatre. 

First case was that of ‘Hector,’ 
currently brought into the Apollo 
by Charles K. Gordon, after being 
shown by the Association of the 
Escholiers. A play titted ‘Sur 
V’Autre Rive’ (‘Across the River’) 
by Auguste Villeroy, will now go 
into the Pigall>, a*‘ter what amounts 
to a trade show, ‘onsisting of a 


single performance given by the 
amateur company ‘Aide et Protec- 
tion.’ 





Weather 


Paris, Feb. 22. 





esting and should enjoy a limited 


run. ’ 
| 


Rain is following a cold snap and 
business continues to be very weak. 





Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 





Sydney, Jan. 21. 

Charles E. Munro, managing di- 
rector of Hoyts-Fox, will leave for 
New York in February to confer 
with Fox and the Chase bank on 
matters in connection with the 
Hoyts-Fox group in Australia. It 
is believed over here that the Chase 
interests will not extend as far as 
Australia in any reorganization} 
regarding the Hoyts-l ox 
group because the company is in 
the main Australian and any for- 
eign interference would cause Op- 
position, despite the fact that Fox is 
the big backer behind the com 
pany. 

During the past year Hoyts-Fox 
was the only organization to show a 
profit, despite Lad times. 

The company’s strongest opposi- 
tion, Union Theatres, went into} 
liquidation after fighting to ward off 
disaster. At the present time, the 
Hoyts-Fox group is the strongest 
talker unit operating in Australia, 
not only controlling theatres in each 
key city, but operating a huge chain 
of neighborhoods as well. To be in| 
a position to show a profit after 
the worst year in the history cf 
Australia’s amusement field, proves 
conclusively that the company’'s| 
trading methods are correct. Since 











Wallace would | Hoyts-Fox Hnked up with 
} mount, Warners and Radio to re-/ 


the break with Union Theatres,} 


Para- | 


lease their entire products over the 
chain, 

The new Federal Government will, 
it is believed, assist the amusement 
industry by removing some of the 
heavy tax burdens previously ef- 
fective. This in itself will be @ biz 
factor in assisting to strengthen 
confidence in the entire industry 
and to allow for a fair margin of 
profit in trading. 


First Newsreel Theatre 

Greater Union Theatres’ newsreel 
theatre try is being watched by the 
trade in general with keen interest. 
doubtful. Catching the 
show one Saturday morning, ‘Va- 
riety’ counted 89 folk in watching 
clips from local and overseas reels. 
Show runs about 75 minutes and be- 
sides news clips includes travel 
shots and a little advertising. 

Clips have been taken from all 
newsreels excepting Fox. tuling 
has it that no Fox reel must be 
shown in any of the Union theatres. 
Theatrette is located in the base- 
ment of the State with a charge of 


Success is 


25 cents. Many of the uptown the- 
atres only charge a quarter for a 
dual program. 

Vaude-revue is still okay over 
here, w_.a three organizations run- 


ning. 


E 
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move 
turning 12 
houses. 


mpires and which insiders predict 
ill total at least $100,000. 

Understood the board 
that stockholders agree to 
theatres into talker 
If that gets by understand- 


intends to 


ing is that an attempt will be made 


to get permission for taking about 
$500,000 out of the reserve fund of 
$2,200,000 for operating. Such ac- 
|} tion, however, will probably, be ob- 


| jected to by 
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extent of over 
resenting Lord Beaverbrook’s 
than $1,000,000 investment. If Evans 
could 
probably be more than glad to with- 


Kammerspiele and Berliner Theatre. 


named theatres. 


subsidy of 
French theatre; reduced that of the 
Royal Flemish theatre from $14,285 


showman, is to 
cutting business 


the Ostrer Brothers, 
almost $1,725,000 worth of 
ock in Moss Empires. 

Last minute decision has been 
ade by the directors to hold a gete 


yIiders of 


together on Friday (26) at the Hol- 


rn restaurant instead of Feb. 29 


in the Hippodrome building. 


Likelihood ‘s that Will Evans will 
ask to be relieved of office, now 
figuring that the best proposition 


for Moss Empires would be under 
the domination of Gaumont British. 


Evans’ personal interest is to the 
200,000, besides rep- 
more 


dispose of his shares he'd 


‘aw. 


——s 


Reinhardt Trims Sail 


Feb. 11. 
Max Reinhardt has given up his 


Berlin, 


two theatres on Kurfuerstendamm, 
Komoedie and Theatre am Kurfuer- 
stendamm, and will concentrate only 


the city. He keeps Grosses 
‘hauspielhaus, Deutsches Theatre, 


said 
the two first 
He is to perform 
usical comedies and will conduct 
s theatres on a collective basis, 


The actor, A. FE. Licho, is 
be his successor in 





AD FILM BANNED 
The Hague, Feb. 11, 
The board of censors taboo’d a 


short reel imported by General Film 
Cy, Dutch version of a film titled: 
‘Judgment of Nations’; it 
with caricature 
universe, showing God as an angel 
with wings. 


starts 
of God creating 


It was considered blasphemous 


and therefore banned; it has noth- 
ing to do with peace-propaganda or 
similar stuff, as the title suggestsff; 


is merely a tradefilm, advertising 


some brand of Vermouth. 


NURSE HOME INDUSTRY 
Brussels, Feb. 11. 
town 
annual 
Royal 


Sitting in 
uncil has 


secret, Antwerp 
abolished its 
$3,428 to the 


$10,857. 
But the body maintained that of 
e Royal Dutch theatre at $1,718. 


SCHLESINGER’S MINES 
Capetown, Feb. 22. 
for M. S. Schlesinger, 
enter the diamond 


New role 


Contract has been signed with 
@ government and aé factory 


ened in Kimberley. 


‘PUNCHINELLO’ AGAIN 


London, Feb. 22. 
‘Punchinello,’ which folded at the 


Globe a week ago after only three 


rformances, is being recast and 
ill reopen Thursday (25). 


George Hayes will replace Robert 


Farquharson in the title role. 


IN PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 15. 


Peggy Wood, Norman Angell, 
Seymour de Ricci, Walter Lippe 
mann, Albert Spalding, Giacome 
Aluri Volpi, John VY. A. Weaver, 
Fritz Feld, F. Bacos, J. Kent Cooper. 


~~ 


MR Recipe nen 

















=a 


PR Lc ra bye eee ee 


VARIETY 


DEGETEMATE 


Tuesday, February 23, 1932 








Plays Out of Town 





HOT CHA 


Washington, Feb. 17. 
Florenz Ziegfeld’s 
BZrewn and Henderson musical comedy fea 
uring Bert Lahr and Buddy Rogers. 
y Lew Brown, Ray Hendcrson 





production of the 


such songs as I Want Another Por- 
tion of That,’ ‘Say What I Wanna 
Hear You Say’ and ‘I Make Up for 
That in Others Ways.’ Piece is due 


Rook | 2¢ the Ziegfeld, New York, March 1. 
00 
and Mark 
fellinger (suggested by play ‘An Old Span- 





5 ‘ustom,’ by H. S. Kraft). Vords and M 4 h y ; 

sh Custom,’ by H. S. Kraft). Words end) Moon in the ellow River 
saged. ty Bobby Connally. Disiog see Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

_ Aaa ee eee ee. ee When the Theatre Guild’s latest 
Other principals besides 75 girls: Mar-| production, ‘The Moon in the Yel- 
jorie White, Lynne Overman, June Knight, low River,’ Irish play by Denis 
a De Mare aa the Core! ANclon and} Johnston, opened here last Mon- 
Yolanda, Robert Glecker, Holland, | day (15), it had just about as varied 
Eleanor Powell, Miriam Bat Marjorie and critical reception as has been 
Logan, Jules, Epailly, per National, Wash-| accorded any local offering in sev- 
ington, D. C., Feb. 15. eral years. Reviews ranged from 


Flo Ziegfeld opened his new mu- 
sical comedy, ‘Hot Cha,’ the work 
sf Henderson and Brown, with Mark 
Hellinger lending a hand on the 
script. and it went over like a house 
ifire the opening night (15). The 
largest audience ever crowded 
into the National gave the produc- 
tion a great send-cff, even though it 
was not quite the finished product, 


vyeak especially in the last act that 
lid not finish until midnight. 

Gifted with a tuneful score, ‘Hot 
‘ha’ has more than its share of 
cenic beauty and color, gorgeous 
‘irls handsomely costumed, a la 


Ziegfeld, and plenty of lusty humor, 


with Bert Lahr the center of all ac- 
tivities. He is the rowdy pantaioon 
around whose. antics the show is 
built. It is a mild story about bull- 
fighting in Mexico, which gives 
Lahr opportunity to don the cos- 
tume of a toreador and make the 


best of it, fighting an enraged bull 
in the Rio Grande arena—set by 
Joseph Urban. 

In the laugh-making business the 
comie has able assistance. Marjorie 
White registers, and Lynn Overman 
comes up.as a light comedian in 
the role of a promoter. June Mc- 
Cloy, a Hollywood importation, with 
a contralto voice, has one of the 
outstanding song numbers, ‘Little 
Old New York’—and wows ’em, 
She’s from New York cabarets. 

The romance end of the show is 
taken care of by Buddy Rogers fresh 
rom the Hollywood lots, paired with 
June Knight. To them falls the 
song being plugged, ‘You Can Make 
Uy Life a Bed of Roses,’ somewhat 
suggestive of ‘Bowl of Cherries,’ by 
the same authors, but a hit on its 
own account. 

Bobby Connolly came across with 
some new and original routines for 
the dancing girls, and Ziegfeld has 
thrown around money with a lavish 
hand for decorations. The finest 
singing in the whole production is 
by Tita Coral, whose only number, 
‘For You,’ ranks above all other 
efforfs, It is believed now Coral will 
have another song before New York 
sees this show. Audience almost 
demands it. 

All the melodies contributed are 
tuneful. Besides those mentioned, 
much will be heard this season of 





raves to savage pans. 

That the show is not expected to 
be any sensational box office hit is 
admitted by some of the Guild peo- 
ple themselves. Certain of the Guild 
directors saw it in Montreal, when 
given by a touring Irish company, 
and liked it. No doubt but what it 
has its highly artistic aspects and 
should be accepted by a majority of 
the Guild’s subscribers, although 
here, surprising enough, many of 
them have turned thumbs down. 

It’s as Irish in mood and spirit as 


the Sean O’Casey plays, though 
dealing with people of a slightly 
higher social strata. Scene is laid 
in a little seacoast Irish town of 


the present, or at the most a couple 
of years ago. To this place comes a 
German business man, Herr Tausch, 
who builds a big power house and 
is well on his way toward making 
the community quite an industrial 


center. The townspeople, much to 
his surprise, are not grateful. In 
fact they resent tle invasion of 


commerce and progress. 

Tausch’s attitude at the erratic 
and unpredictable reactions of the 
people will be adopted by many of 
the audience. It is through Tausch 
that the author shows us a phase 
of present day Irish civilization, but 
at no time does he take sides as 
definitely as some of the other 
modern Irish dramatists have. 
Johnston's other leading charac- 
ter is Dobelle, an educated Irish- 
man living the life of a recluse, 
embittered and soured on life, an 
admitted agnostic and rebel against 
the conventions. Because his be- 
loved wife had died in child birth, 
Dobelle has conceived a _ hatred 
against his daughter, hardly ad- 
dressing a word to her from one 
day’s end to another, He tries to 
explain to Tausch the hopeless- 
ness of the latter’s plans, but the 
two are as far apart as the poles. 

A body of revolutionary insur- 
gents against the Free State gov- 
ernment come to the Dobelle house 
while Tausch is there and calmly 
admit they are going to blow up his 
power house. They plan to use a 
heavy cannon, made by two eccen- 
tric and visionary townsmen who 
have made its building their life 
work. Tauseh is amazed; he can- 
not believe it at first, but finally 
calls the Free State constabulary. 





Will Your Income Expire 
When It’s Time to Retire? 


Why live in dread of an empty 
pocketbook when your working 
days are over? You can replace 
fear of a penniless old age with 
the joyful assurance of a 


GUARANTEED RETIREMENT 
INCOME 


to be paid to you as long as you 
live—even though you live to be 
over a hundred. 


For further details write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 


In the fracas that follows, the can- 
non fails to function and the head 
of the insurgents is shot down at 
close range by the Free State com- 
mandant. This horrifies Tausch 
more than ever and his cup of woe 
is filled to overflowing when the 
two half-cracked old men, meaning 
to throw away one of the now ap- 
parently useless shells, tosses it 
over the cliff and blows up part of 
the power house. Tausch, defeated. 
departs saying among other things 
that Treland is not a nation, but a 
‘debating society’ and convinced 
that he’ can make no headway 
there, 

Dobelle, shocked by all of the eve- 
ning’s events and sentimentalizing 
over a picture of his dead wife, is 
reconciled to the daughter in a 
scene that is tender and effective, 
but not quite believable because of 
his former extreme bitterness, 

The Guild has given ‘The Moon in 
the Yellow River’ (the title is taken 
from lines in a poem by Ezra 
Pounds, the revolutionary American 
Pp et living in London) a splendid 
cast. Claud Rains, as Dobelle: 
Egon Brecher, as Tausch: Gertrude 
Flynn, as the daughter; William 
Harrigan, as the commandant, and 
John Daly Murphy and Edward 
Nannary as the two old inventors, 
are outstanding. Henry Hull is in- 
clined to be over-vociferous, but his 
part allows it. Barry MacCollum is 
corking in a small bit, and Alma 





_- ee ee 





— « 


Kruger and Josephine Williams 





VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St.. New York 
Bryant 9-3913 


satisfy in two other feminine roles. 
Philip Moeller’s direction seems, at 
times, a little cloudy, perhaps be- 
cause this is so different 
trom most of the Guild’s plays. 

It is a strange mixture of comedy 


juxtaposition of the two, as so often 
happens in Irish plays, will not be 








acceped by many theatgregoers. 


in type 


and grim, bitter tragedy, and the 


There is much poetic and imagina- 
tive beauty In the Hines, and several 
finely theatrical scenes. The first 
act is talky (they all are, but this 
one particularly) and must be 
trimmed radically. Hardly looks for 
more than the usual subscription 
croup and the subscription period 
of engagement anywhere. 

Waters. 





SHINING BLACKNESS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
Greviiie production of 
acts by Lulu Vollmer. Stars 


Ma Tite? _ 
Collins pr 


Artnur 
play in three 


Lucille Laverne. Opened Feb. 15 at Mason, 
Los Angeles, 

Aunt Malli@..ccccccccccsess Lucille Taverne 
GeEOTBe...ccccsccece cecceccces: Dwight Frye 
TOM. occccececvseseee ececce Anderson Iawlor 
His Fiance...ceee snocecooooe mene Millra 
Thunder. .cccccssevee ecccceeekFrederic Ward 
Father. .ccccccccccescoe eooee- Wilbur Higby 
Mother. ccccccccoss ecoccocceceonseien Sullivan 
Hester....cccorccece sevecoseoeeReIVe -Fage 
Rev. Mr. Carroll....cscecceeees-JOhn Prince 


Slow in tempo and rendered more 
so by a molasses performance by 
the star, who seemed uncertain of 
her lines. Lulu Vollmer devoted too 
little time to the perfecting of her 
narrative. Only occasionally does 
her play rise to the dignity of gen- 
uine engrossment. ‘Shining Black- 
ness’ will spell zero out here. 
Dwight Frye is less effective than 
usual, yet achieves the acting hon- 
ors in a part that establishes mur- 
der motivation in half a dozen lines 
and lets the guilty one take two and 
a half acts of nervous fidgeting be- 
fore the climatic confession. 

In general the acting excels the 
writing. Virginia Howell, as an 
aged aristocrat of the south, missed 
distinction only because Miss Voll- 
mer fell down in providing her with 
a little gravy. 

Helene Millard is an attractive 
leading woman with scant reality in 
her assignment. Frederic Ward, 
about as non-Negroid in his cork as 
Eddie Leonard, plays Thunder with 
as much persuasion as the chimney 
powder and wig permit. Miss La- 
Verne, as a benevolent mammy, was 
a refined sepia impersonation of 
‘Sun Up’ 

Lulu Vollmer writes better stuff 
for the radio cach Sunday afternoon. 
Land. 


TRICK FOR TRICK 


(Continued from page 46) 


George La Tour, known as the mas- 
ter magician, her seducer. Azrah 


had been La Tour’s assistant, but 
is now famous on his own. The 
teacher is not only envious, but 


vicious. 

Showdown comes when Azrah ar- 
ranges a seance with the object 
of bringing back the dead girl's 
soul and hear her speak. He is 
bound in a chair by, La Tour and 
gagged. Lights out and when 
switched on it is La Tour who is 
bound up, Azrah meeting him trick 
for trick, but the man is found 
stabbed through the heart. The 
unraveling of the mystery, which 
brings in a district attorney, oc- 
cupies the third act, which, too, has 
some tricks. 

James Rennie is Walter Law- 

rence, the magician Azrah. He is 
the clean-cut type of performer not 
unknown to the ranks of profes- 
sional magacians, and seemed a 
splendid choice. For the part of the 
older magi the selection of Henry 
O'Neill was also good. 
Eleanor Phelps is the love inter- 
est, a good looking girl and quite 
an actress. Sascha Beaumont, for- 
merly of musical comedy, fits as the 
assistant to Azrah on the eventful 
night. Lawrence Bolton is the 
magi’s male aide and man servant; 
doing very well and injecting some 
comedy. He also has the assign- 
ment of handling all the tricky light 
and stunt stuff. 

Play proves there is more than 
grisly diversion in mystery plays, 
and this one should click. 

Ibee. 


LOHMULLER ON OWN 

Bernard Lohmuller, technical ad- 
visor to Earl Carrol] for the past 
nine years, starts production on his 
own show within a fortnight. It is 
to be ‘Miss Rose’s Girl,’ a drama by 
Lillian T. Bradley. 

Piece is an English work tried out 
for a special performance in London. 
Lohmuller only has the American 
rights, with a regular English pro- 
duction planned over there. 


LAWYERS’ FIRST 
Seymour Robinson has taken over 
‘The Terrible Turk,’ supposedly a 
satire on Jed Harris, legit producer, 
by Bruce Gould and Beatrice Black- 








mar. It will be Robinson’s first legit 
venture. He's a lawyer, 
Play was almost produced by 


Eddie Blatt early this season. It was 
shelved when Blatt went to the 
Coast to join Paramount. 
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Plays Abroad 





DOMINO 


A comedy in three acts, authorized by 
Marcel Achard. Presented by Louis Jouvet 
at the Comedie des Champs Elysees, Paris. 
Feb. 4. 


LOrette. .cccccces eccceces- Valentine Tessier 
Christiane. .cccceccccccccess- vera Ossipova 
Fernandeé,..eseeess ecccoees:Nilda Duplessy 
Mirandole.cccccccseer eee Eugene Chevalier 
DOMAIO. 00.0005 06o50essgsdsccc< Ouse GONIK 
SUSUEET, .cccccccccesecoceeeeecRIeree TenOn 
CLEMONE..ccccccccesoccvccere Jean Devalde 

No hesitation about this one be- 


ing not only an immediate local 
smash, but an international natural 
for stage and screen. Story is suf- 


ficiently convincing, with capital 
stars’ parts for man and femme 


leads, and two great male support- 
ing parts. This, with dramatic 
pathos, and suitable comedy relief 
present a combination which should 
permit production to be adapted 
anywhere, with practically no re- 
writing, mere translation being suf- 
ficient. 

Sets are comparatively unimpor- 


tant, first act being a drawing- 
room, second and third taking place 
in the lounge of a private house, 
very well done by Eugene Printz, 


showing the inside staircase leading 
to upper rooms opening on it with 
huge windows, and showing the 
park and snow falling during sec- 
ond act. 

Marcel Achard, as in his previous 
hit, Jean de la Lune, has again 
shown intense belief in a myth re- 
sulting in latter materializing. In 
this case, the pretended affection of 
an adventurer hired by a married 
woman to draw on him the suspi- 
cion-of her husband, and winning 
her to him when he really falls in 
love with her instead of merely pre- 
tending. Play’s title is the adven- 
turer’s nickname. 

Dialog is brilliant. Play opens 
with the woman, through a ‘want’ 
ad, selecting a supposedly unscrup- 
ulous adventurer to act tempor- 
arily as her admirer in order that 
her powerful husband should not 
crush her real lover, after finding 
a letter signed by his Christian 
name, After she rejects a comically 
unsuitable applicant, she hires a 
down and out rolling stone, who is 
a mixture of inner decency, hidden 
by a tough crust, resulting from an 
adventurer’s life. Association with 
the lovely woman brings out his 
finer feelings, causing him to de- 
nounce the unworthiness of the man 
he is supposed to screen, and who 
loves her less than he fears the 
husband, Finally, his own impas- 
sioned love bursts out and reacts on 
the woman, who, forsaking her pre- 
vious affair and her bully husband, 
gives up both to start a new life 
with the former adventurer, now 
remade by love. 

Louis Jouvet, the foremost ex- 
ponent of the modern French the- 
atrical schoo], has given a con- 
vincing and moving impersonation 
of the adventurer, cleverly revealing 
gentlemanly instincts which pierce 
the knockabout acquired crust. The 
woman, impassioned under her 
polite pose, is very well done by 
Valentine Tessier, who, with Jou- 
vet, forms an ideal combination. 
Pierre Renoir, as the gentlemanly 
bullying husband, shows the same 
naturalness he displayed in ‘Le Tac- 
iturne. Jean Devalde not so good 
in the difficult and unpleasant part 
of the unworthy lover. The com- 
edy relief, apart from some of Jou- 
vet’s lines, is very well supplied by 
Eugene Chevalier in the character 
part of Mirandole. The other two 
femmes—a friend and a servant— 
both unimportant. 

Stage and screen rights won't 
drag, with an immediate first night 
offer by Gilbert Miller turned down 
as insufficient, and applicants nu- 
merous. Mazi. 





WINDMILL, LONDON 


London, Feb. 19. 

London's latest vaudeville try-out 
house is the Windmill theatre, 
which has just opened a ‘Revuede- 
ville’ season, the ostensible idea of 
which is to find new talent. 

Seating 308 people, the small the- 
atre off avenue, which 
has already failed as an ‘unusual’ 
film house, looks as though it has 
a certain flop with its non-stop 
vaudeville program, which starts at 
2 in the afternoon and is con- 
tinuous until 11. 

Whereas most talent-searching 
houses play over all their acts and 
let the public judge the merits, the 
Windmill contents itself with pri- 
vate auditions, and selects the 12 
best items for the public. 

The opening program, 
luxe, comprised 15 items. 
dience, composed of the 


being de- 
The au- 
press and 


the artists’ friends, voted it pretty 
bad. 

Pamela du Calion, daughter of a 
famous old-timer, and George 
Harold, were the redeeming fea- 
tures. The girl was a promising 


contortionist and the man played 
the fiddle cleverly, though his com- 
edy was weak. 

Upwards of £400 a week is to be 
spent by Mrs. Laura Henderson, 








owner of the theatre, on the dis. 
covery of talent. 

The alternative, the management 
stated, if the show flopped, which it 


obviously will, is to go back to 
films, and pay £200 a week to 
America. 


Actually, this talent-finding busi- 


ness is very old over here, having 
been worked as a regular program 
idea in East-End vaude houses 15 
years ago. But lately it has been 
revived in more ambitious fashion. 


Lately small picture houses who 


cannot afford real vaudeville have 
been running the _ talent-finding 


business as a means of getting some 
flesh into their programs. In a 
bigger way, Gaumont British have 
been offering quite satisfactory tal- 
ent prizes at some of their theatres, 


AMICO D’ARGENTINA 


Milan, Feb. 11. 
‘Un Amico d’Argentina,’ a four- 
act play by Tristan Bernard and 
M. Maurey, has just scored a great 





success at the Filodrammatici the- 
atre. 

Ernest Renaud, broker, loses his 
all on the stock exchange, so his 


daughter’s marriage with her cousin 
is called off. A spiteful, cattish sort 


of woman, the sister-in-law, has 
often hinted that Gianna, the 
daughter, is the offspring of an 
illicit love romance between the 


broker’s wife and a certain Sig. Del 
Prado, whose whereabouts are un- 
known. And after the downfall, this 
aunt goes beyond innuendo and 
gives unbridled rein to her tongue 
and fancy. 

The broken-hearted Gianna enters 
a bank and manages to keep his 
home together by patient industry. 

One day- a French astronomer, 
who has been to Buenos Ayres to 
build an observatory, calls on 
Gianna and informs her that Del 
Prado has died and left the whole 
of his immense wealth, 400,000,000 
francs, to her. To refuse is her 
first natural impulse, for the offer 
seems to prove her aunt’s story and 





her mother’s guilt. Then she de- 
(Continued on page 54) 
‘Bridal Wise,’ starring Madge 


Kennedy, opens Feb. 29 at the Ma- 
jestic, Brooklyn, Sigourney Thayer 
producing. 

‘The Tree,’ by Richard Maybaum, 
recently dropped by Jack Goldberg, 
now optioned by Alan Merrill. 


‘Intimate Relations,’ going into 
production and expected to open 
Easter Monday. Play is by Earle 
Crooker and Edw. Hardford will 
stage the production for Henry B. 
Forbes, Jules Lawren and Geo. 
Martin. Blanche Ring is the only 
player yet engaged. 

‘Mr. Barry,’ by Harry Miller and 
Louis Lehr, has been bought by P. 
F. Jacobs for unnamed principals, 
Show will go into work soon with 
Johnnie Walker staging. 

‘Incubator,’ reform school play by 
John Lyman and Rohmen Bonnen, 
legit actor, which Arthur Edison and 
George Burton will produce. Ed- 
ward Phillips, in ‘Unexpected Hus- 
bands,’ slated to close Saturday (20) 
in Boston, will be lead. Eugene 
Walter will direct. Edison is an ate 
torney and Burton was formerly 
with Equity. 


‘Potter’s Field,’ once considered 
by the Theatre Guild but not pro- 
duced, has been sold by the author, 
Paul Green, to Doran, Ray & 
Hewes, who plan an early produc- 
tion with Walter Hart staging. 


‘Confidential Service,’ George M. 
Cohan’s new play, is to be shown 
in Newark Mar. 28, according to 
present plans. Described by the 
author as an attempt to treat the 
tragic note humorously. Sam For- 
rest will stage and Walter Huston 
may be given the leading part. 

‘A Few Wild Oats,’ by Arthur 
Hoerl, will be the first production 
of Forrest Productions, Inc., newly 
formed co to provide plays for For- 
rest theatre. Cast will include 
Richard Lane, Mildred Van Dorn, 
Marion Ball, George La 
others. 


Soir and 


STOCK CHASING $5,000 
Seattle, Feb. 22. 

Moore Theatre Productions, Inc., 
opened with Laura LaPlante as 
guest star in ‘Unexpected Husband’ 
this week. Indications are for $5,000 
on week. 

Howard Esary is producer, and 
Andy Gunnard, director, igs now in 
L. A. angling for next guest star. 
Business men back the venture to 
run 12 weeks. 
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The Real Edgar Wallace 

People either envied Wallace or 
ridiculed him; there were no half 
measures. 

To the people who envied him 
Wallace was the supreme judge of 
the popular; to those who ridiculed 
him he was a talented writer who 
cheapened his real ability in his 
striving for the popular, a man who 
might Lave left a name in writing 

lame the 


to put @y on 


and pre ferred 
eheaper boc kstalls. 


With a princely income he spent 


money like two princes. Wallace 
the playwright, the author, the 
newspaper man, the race-goer, the 
after-dinner speaker, the first- 
nighter, the man around the clubs 
is a figure throughout England, a 
front-page man with a foot-long 


eigarette holder and an interesting 
he went. 


story wherever 
Less was known about the real 
Tallace, the Wallace who worked 


the clock round with furious con- 
eentraticn, and who was one of 
the simplest of men. 

Perhaps chief among his charac- 


teristics were his generosity and 
modesty. Throughout his life it 
was his greatest boast that he wa: 


just a newspaper reporter. 

His generosity always found vent 
newspaper charities. He sug- 
gested one of the biggest press 
charities over a lunch table, and 
started it off with a gift of $2,500. 

His chief hobby was racing. He 
eontributed a racing column to an 
English paper, and it was mainly 
distinguished by its hopelessly bad 
tips. 

He was 
fiend any West 
could ever hope for. He lost money 
systematically and cheerfully on 
the turf, but always held on think- 


in 


probably the _ biggest 
End bookmaker 


ing he would get out. He raced 
horses in his wife’s name and lost 
a fortune at the sport. 

It was easy come easy go with 


Wallace. His parties were sumptu- 
ous, his charity munificent, his in- 
come enormous. He was broke in- 
numerable times, but he always 
bobbed up again with some more 
best-sellers. He wrote 150 plays 
and novels and about 300 short 
stories. 

His industry was in keeping with 
everything about him, on-the grand 
scale. A permanent sufferer from 
insomnia, he rose every morning 
at six and dictated into a micro- 
phone until 10, when he break- 
fasted. It was no uncommon thing 
for him to spend his afternoons at 
the Press Club, of which he was at 
one time President, playing bridge 
for hours. People marvelled how 
he foune time to turn out so much 
copy, yet, even in the middle of 
play he would start in on work. 


When he was making films at 
Beaconsfield he would dictate a 
4,000 word article to his secretary 
on the hour's drive back to London, 
and then have sufficient time left 
over to think out an idea or two. 


As it is, the lease of Wyndham’s 
theatre in his wife’s name will prob- 
ably be a liability without him. His 
film company had as its chief asset 
his remarkable reputation, although 
it has lately been speeding up its 
product enormously. 

But whatever the state of the 
finance he left behind to his family, 
the royalties on his books and plays 
will keep the estate in comfort for 
years, 


‘So Far’ Js Good 

In ‘So Far So Good’ Elsie Janis’ 
autobiography, published by Dut- 
tons coincident with its newspaper 
Syndication, the mimie very suc- 
cessfully performs the not easy task 
of doing justice to her career with- 
out appearing egotistical. This is 
largely due to the simplicity of her 
Style and her good sense in avoid- 
ing any temptation to dramatize 
the highlights. Her scenario work 
in Hollywood the past couple of 
years appears to have given her a 
sense of the value of action and its 
ability to carry its own dramatics, 
and she tells her story with a di- 
rectness which for the first few 
pages seems to be somewhat awk- 
ward, but which develops a distinct 
charm. 

She does 
Phasize her 
during the 
rest 


seek to em- 
in France 


not even 
adventures 
war, when she went 
camp to the front lines 
back to the hospitals, bringing 


from 
and 


to the 


ne American soldiers a breath 
of Broadway. She treats almost 
casu uly of raids and rides, and yet 
t Picture is far more graphik 
than one more elaborately embroid- 
ered, ° 
se n kes el borate catalog if 
€ friends and social exploits and 
: OOK at times suggests a Who's 
oe compiled from the Social 
““Seister, Actors’ Equity list an 





the Broadway mob, but it is done 
very naturally. 

Quite apart from the interest one 
may feel in Elsie Janis, ‘So Far’ is 
an interesting sidelight on the ca- 
reer of a theatrical star. It is 
somewhat more than mere  Di- 
ography, 





Janis Biog Wrangle 


Relations reported cool between 
Flsie Janis and Dutton. the pub- 
lisher of her autobiog, though the 
book is out less than a week 
Prompted by the fact that Miss 
Janis sent the account into news- 
paper serialization just in advance 
of its book publication, with the 
publisher feeling it has taken the 
edge off the book. 

Hence it’s the plan of Dutton to 
let the book, called ‘So Far So 
Good,’ shift for itself. 

‘So Far So Good’ is Miss Janis’ 
own effort and without a ghost 
writer, she being a capable scrib- 
bler. 

Pearl Buck Active 

With the April ‘Cosmopolitan’ to 
begin the serialization of Pearl 
Buck’s first new story since her best 
seller, ‘The Good Earth” a new 
publishing house calling itself the 
Friendship Press also announcing 


a ‘new book’ by Miss Buck, named 


‘The Young Revolutionist.’ Noth- 
ing known about the Friendship 


k’ 


book of Miss Buck’s except that it’s 
also a story of China and will make 
its appearance on March 1. 

Miss Buck's story, ‘Sons,’ to go 
into Cosmopolitan, to have been is- 
sued in book form as ‘Sons of the 
Good Earth’ at about this time, but 


continued good sales of ‘The Good 
Earth’ caused John Day, the pub- 
lisher, to hold off. Hence the new 


piece was sent into ‘Cosmopolitan’ 
for serializatiou, with its book pub- 
lication date set for October. In 
view of the rival Buck piece, the 
new story may appear in book form 
much earlier than anticipated. 

Not the first instance in which an 
old work of a best-selling scribbler 
has been picked up by a rival firm. 
It's happened with Warwick Deep- 
in on more than one occassion, 
and also with Vicki Baum. In Deep- 
ing’s case the reissue of an old story 
has on oceasion sold better than one 
of his new ones. 





Sills’ Posthumous Book 

Two years after the death of Mil- 
ton Sills, the picture star, the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press is getting 
out a book called ‘Values: A Phil- 
osophy of Human Needs,’ by Sills 
in co-authorship with Ernest S. 
Holmes, founder and dean of the 
Institute of Religious Science and 
School of Philosophy in Los An- 
geles. 

Sills generally conceded to have 
had one of the keenest intellects in 
his profession, and the publisher 
points out the book is not light 
reading. The content consists of 
six dialogues on subjects ranging 
from reality to immortality. 

Sills, possessor of a Ph. B. de- 
gree from the University of Chi- 
cago, was a fellow and scholar of 
philosophy there. A feature of the 
book is that neither author wrote 
a word of it. The philosophic dia- 
logues are stenographie reports of 
actual conversations, 





Wright’s Pere et Fils 
‘The Devil's Highway,’ the new 
novel by Harold Bell Wright and 
John Lebar, to make its appearance 
next month, is a family affair, Le- 
bar being really Gilbert Wright, 
son of Harold Bell. 





Franklyn’s Position 

Denied by Irwin R. Franklyn that 
he will have anything to do in any 
way with the new book house 
formed by Robert E. Speller, for- 
mer head of Mohawk Press. Frank- 
lyn declares he is neither to do a 
biog of Mayor Walker for Speller, 
as claimed, nor have a hand in the 
operation of the new Speller con- 
cern. 

Franklyn admits he was ap- 
proached by Spelier to join him, but 
obliged to turn down the proposi- 
tion because of other obligations. 

When not writing novels, Frank- 
lyn is an active Tammany worker in 
New York, hence the report that he 
was to do a biog of Mayor Walker 





Scribers Go Political 

Joseph L. Cohn, former political 
writer on The Evening ‘Graphic,’ 
is now press contact man for the 
Democratic leaders of the Legisla- 
ture, Senator John J. Dunnigan of 
the Bronx and Assemblyman Irwin 
Steingut of Brooklyn. Cohen han- 
dled Al Smith’s publicity in the 
presidential campaign of 1928. 

Lieutenant Governor Herbert H 


Lehman also has a one-time New 
York City scribe as his secretary, 
Joseph Canavan of the night edi- 
torial staff of the old ‘World.’ One 


of Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
secretaries is Louis McHowe, vet- 
teran newspaperman., 


Radio Guide Goes Nat’l. 

Radio Guide is now in the field 
with a national edition, with the 
intention of soon eliminating several 
of its midwest local issues. Issues 
slated to be dropped are those pub- 
lished for St. Paul-Minneapolis, 
Milwaukee, St. Louis, Kansas City 
and Detroit. Figured to hold the na- 
tional version down to 20 pages and 
to carry the program listings of 
from 15 to 20 of the most power- 
fully wattage outlets in the midwest. 





Boleslavski’s Tome 

Memoirs of Richard Boleslavski, 
the picture director, called ‘Way of 
the Lancer,’ has been accepted by 
the Literary Guild as its selection 
for March, with Bobbs Merril! to 
get out the regular trade edition. 

Aiding Boleslavski with the writ- 
ing of the book was Helen Wood- 
ward, now in New York. 


Title’s Worth It 

Second highest price paid for 
serial rights to a current novel 
called for in buy of ‘No Bed of Her 
Own’ by New York ‘Mirror.’ Tabloid 
started running the story Saturday 
(20). It’s by Val Lewton of the 
New York Metro office. 

Highest price paid for serial 
rights was to Don Clarke, also of 
Metro, for several of his novels, 





Paris Poet’s Jam 
Pacifistic verses written by Louis 
Aragon, French poet, may land him 
in jail for five years, unless the 
Paris court adjudges that the arty 
writer is sufficiently goofy to be 
considered irresponsible. Piece falls 
under the criminal statute of in- 
citing soldiers to disobey orders. 
Gershwin Biography 
A new biog of George Gershwin, 
by Isaac Goldbers, who authored 
the current Gershwin book, will be 
published by S. & S. This one will 
contain a number of the composer’s 
tunes, 
Edward B. Marks, the music 
house, will distribute to musical 
outlets, 





‘Aspirin Age’ 
Contender for queer title and 





bought ‘Free Lady’ by Michael 
Strange, Columbia took ‘About the 
Murder of the Night Club Lady,’ 
by Anthony Abbott, and Warners 
purchased David Karsner’s ‘Silver 
Dollar.’ 


Chatter 
Charles Yale Harrison with 

wife. 4 
Wallace Thurman and Countee 


anew 


Cullen, Harlem's ‘black-hopes,’ both 
have new novels out. 

Noel Coward and Channing Pol- 
lock, of all pairs, play collaborators! 

Hal Sims will do_a number of 
pieces on bridge for the ‘Sateve- 
post.’ 

Jonathan Cape back. 

R. C. Sherriff's first novel out 
early next month. Called ‘The Fort- 
night in September.’ Sherriff will 
be over here at about tle same time. 


Dashiell Hammett 
the Hotel Elysee. 

Edward Choate turnéd scribbler, 
with Vicki Baum as inspiration. 

Viking capitulating to the mystery 
tale. 

The Jack Devines ldcated and _ in 
anew apartment further downtown. 


hernating at 


Julia Peterkin’s next will be 
‘Bright Skin.’ 

Leyla Georgie back to New York 
in time for the publication of her 


first novel. 

Booth Tarkington giving the Ma- 
dame Olga Woronoff book a good 
send-off. 

Paul R. Milton has written a play, 
and not anonymously, either. 

Isadora Duncan’s South Ameri- 
can experiences the subject of a 
book by Maurice Dumesnil, entitled 
‘An Amazing Journey.’ 4 

Alec Waugh returning to Eng- 
land, 

New book of Lowell Thomas’s to 
be issued soon, but that isn’t news. 

If Harry Farn completes that 
novel in time he will accompany his 
two borthers on a South American 
trip. 

‘Daily News,’ N. Y., now must 
have an affidavit that accepted ‘true 
stories’ are original. 

James Henle now 
of Vanguard. 

Konrad Bercovici 
place in Connecticut. 

Joseph Hergesheimer in Bermuda, 
and will write his next novel there. 

Pierre de Rohan being heard of 
again, and on a controversial mat- 
ter, of course. 


in sole contro) 


going to his 


Ogden Nash knows the answers 
to most of the ‘Ask Me Agains.’ 

Margaret Widdemer being feted 
by Mr. and Mrs. John Farrar. 

Best known of the persons who 


have sat for Bob Davis’ camera will 
find their pictures in a book assem- 
bled by the grand old man of litera- 
ture. 

Edward Knoblock 
novelist. 

First publication of H. C, Kin- 
sey’s new book firm will be “The 
Clairvoyant,’ coming early in March. 
Author is Ernest Lothar, a Ger- 
man. 

O. H. Cheney still around, though 
no more reports, 


Chi Pans ‘Electra’ 


(Continued from page 45) 


the Grand (29). Playhouse relights 
Saturday (27) with George Mintz’ 
production of ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
day,’ due to be sold at $2.50 top and 
on the two-for-one plan. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Adelphi (5th 
week) (C-806; $3). Momentum 
strong from the day (14) it moved 
over here from the Blackstone; 
amassed a substantial $9,000 on 
eight performances last week. Al- 
most all two-for-one money, but 


has”7 turned 








Wright, the younger, authored |name award is offered in ‘The As- | agency call still there. : oe 
‘The Lighted Lantern’ and ‘The |pirin Age’ written by Tiah Devett, ‘Band Wagon,’ Illinois (R-1,355; 
Tear.’ ‘T il’ ic . 7 $4.40). Comes in tonight (22) with 
tat ge Dt ene Devils See ane heme Sem Seomeees, 2. the Astaires, Frank Morgan and 
way,’ according to present inten- | Corici-Friede publishing. Helen mredertak. havanee eae 
tions, will be the sole collaborative ; presages sound start. 
effort of father and son, Barthelmess’ Slip ‘Blue Bird,’ Studebaker (2d week) 
~ ee After going to some trouble to | (R-1,365; $3). Supported by dis- 
Banned Book Bargains arrange for Dick Barthelmess to|counts. Moderate cost setup made 
With book business in the dumps, | Pen his impression of the current tee —* Bee ane 
biggest licking of all is being taken | Shanghai trouble for a news syn (20) and pel Pace sak Oils 
by the erotica peddlers and pub- dicate, the film actor embarrassed Skinner in ‘Merchant of Venice’ re- 
lishers. Banned books that less |his press department by finally fil- | 110.6 two days later. 
than a year ago were obtainable |ing his eye witness story for the ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlanger (3d 
ata minmum of $25 a volume ean | Wrong press service. . week) (O-1,319; $3). Substantially 
now be bought for about $5, with Barthelmess, now in China, was ! over $14,000 from the double-ticket 
none too many takers. set to do the yarn for United Press Seno. Fk riGay and wpe taeed hy oe 
One reason is the sudden public (Seripps-Howard) but, in some way, prec poadace re snagthed eh ct Snag nd 
appearance of a lot of books pre- his description reached America pe $1 000 over previous take. "Agen y 
viously thought too naught) to | INS (Hearst) wires, This service call made hopeless by the heavy 
sell. : sent it out and that explains why it | cpread of two-for-one cards. 
on broke in all the Hearst papers last | ‘Counselior-at-Law,’ Selwyn (2d 
i week, week) (CD-1,056; $3). Not building 
we aeen - ; Belief in New York 1s that Floyd | as quickly as expected, but all con- |} 
, = . 4 7 she oe ye : | Gibbons is mixed up in the matter | cerned working hard it new ex- 
ee ee pee at mewhere, Gibbons also being ov: B nae ition angles. Advar satis- 
Leg = ni pole j}there for International News S« j factory and ind cate s liberal boost 
Geore Ma a ( ] ily 10 ‘ pas eek'’s $12,000. 
Paris Bt ! | ™ | ‘Experience Unnecessary, Harris 
d i oni ae ee (( 034 $3) Moves in tonight 
a 4 ' this | Sold for Screen | , Pecmattie Tiana 
¢ ovici-Friede claims it is out 1 | | th Wa Woolf and 
cS ‘ ° in } ont among book publishers in tl \ | in t F . Not 
the st de. |matter of recent sales of picture we oe -Paegrde a3 lps 
| vote ( y business, t it |rights. Three of the house's spring | we + ty mt aged nti = ij 
} ove r from Thery. } titles have been so disposed of, RKO | ‘Marching By,’ Great Norther: 
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Shubert Bondholders 





(Continued from page 43) 
Also that the ground rent due for 
the last quarter of 1931 was not in 
sight. Just as the estate started 
the foreclosure ball rolling, the 
bondholders got together and cole 
lected among themselves the $11,864 
in rent owed for October, November 
und ] of 


December, with the 
saving their 


hope 
investments. 


Theatres’ Poor Season 


3oth the Selwyn and Harris 
started off the season with a suce 
cession of poor box-office attrace 
tions, with neither showing a prof- 
| itable week if the full house rental 
were included in the operating 


statement, 
bondholders’ committee 
and assumed business 
of the twin theatres. 
with succeeding shows, continued 
to sink deeper into the red, and 
when the next quarterly payment of 
the ground rent became due, Jan. 1, 
the bondholders refused to kick in 
any further. The Shubert receivere 
ship also stood pat. Fact that rental 
was due month suffices 
as grounds for cancelling the leasee 
hold. Latter had been in force 10 
years and had 39 more to go. 

Original partners in the theatres’ 
ownership were the Shuberts, 
Crosby Gaige and Sam Harris, 
Gaige later bought out Harris’ ine 
terest, which gave the former a 75% 
interest in the Selwyn and a 25% 
interest in the Harris, the Shubert 
equity being the opposite in each 
instance, 

Following the serving of the evice 
tion notice the Shuberts asked pere 
mission to continue the current 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ at the Selwyn 


Early in December @ 
stepped in 
supervision 
The theatres, 


past over a 


and for the entry of ‘Experience 
Unnecessary’ this week into the 
Harris for a_ three-weeks’ run, 


Dickey estate advised that these 
bookings could stand providing the 
Shuberts guaranteed the operating 
losses, if any, and removed the 
booking fee of $250 a week charged 
against these shows. Gaige himself 
came through with the guarantee 
on the ‘Counsellor’ run, while the 
Irving Trust Co. of New York, trus- 
tee for the Shubert receivership, 
was expected to okay the ‘Experie 
ence’ stay by opening time. 

Immediately after being deprived 
of their theatre properties, both the 
Shuberts and Crosby Gaige ap- 
proached the estate with individual 
operating propositions. The Dickey 
reps rejected the Shubert offer with 
slight consideration and were on the 
verge of accepting the Gaige deal, 
when they decided to think it over 
a while longer. Gaige’s plan guare 
antees the estate against any opee 
rating loss and offers a 50-50 split 
of the profits, with no rental to be 
charged against either the Selwyn 
or Harris. 


Great Northern’s Troubles 


Another local Shubert stand, thé 
Great Northern, last week had a 
permanent receiver appointed for it 
by Judge Wilkerson of the U. S, 
District Court. Stacey Mosser was 
the custodian named. Property was 
thrown into receivership upon the 
petition of the Ben Hur Life Insur- 
ance Co, of Indiana, which claimed 
that the owners, the Fowler estate, 
had defaulted in interest payment 
on first mortgage bonds. 

Shubert oceupation of the Great 


Northern is on a show-to-show 
basis, with the house currently 
dark. Lease here had until Aug. 1, 


1934, to go, but the owners several 
months ago agreed to rescind this 
obligation and revise the rental 
terms. Under the new agreement 
the rent is only forthcoming when 
the theatre is operating. 

Only other spots remaining under 
Shubert lease here are the Garrick 
and the Apollo, the latter site also 
currently dark and the Garrick due 
to become lightless indefinitely after 
the present occupant, ‘Rhapsody in 
Black,’ pulls out this Saturday (27). 

Two other houses, the Grand and 
Princess, on the Shubert Chicago 
are owned outright by the 
The Princess has been dark 
the past two seasons, 


string, 
circuit. 











(lith-final week) (O-1,165; $3). 
Petered out completely and folded 
to around $4,000, ‘Circus Princess’ 
| in local rehersal for this house 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
Blackstone (1st week) (D-1.219: ¢ x 
Took a steep d i ( gz 
pertol ince e | I 
1 Si ird $ ), 
S p pi © 
| ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ « Sth 
week) (R-1,31 ¢ Still holde 
ing around $1 AL L¢ ‘ f pe. 
troit end of em ent ek, with 
nulning set to repiace here, 
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FOREIGN LEGION 

With Ray Appleby, Vinton Haworth, 
Jack Daly, Don Ameche, W. QO. 
Cooper 

Playlets 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 
This regular Sabbath day feature 

over the Columbia link: has sev- 

eral points of merit found lacking 


in many other radio dramatic at- 
tempts. It is the mistake of radio 
dramas often to crowd too much 
into a 30-minute interlude. They 
attempt to make up for the bad 
writing and weak characterization 
by jumbling the plot in feverish 
and hectic twitchings. As a result 
the audience loses all interest in 
the characters and their troubles. 
Things happen so quickly and with 
such poor motivation that the ele- | 
ment of suspense is entirely miss- 
ing. 

This series of tales is more ra- 


tional and deliberate. Each session 
comprises an entirely distinct story, 


but belongs in sequence with the 
other interludes. Each broadcast, 


morecver, has only one major plot, 
instead of two or three dozen as in 
many other dramatic broadcasts. 
The characters remain long enough 


to impress themselves on the list- 
ener and each is sufficiently rounded 
and etched to enable the listener 


to draw a mental picture. 

As the title these stories 
concern the French Foreign Legion. 
This time in Arabia. The various 
nationality types are there; the lo- 
cal color impresses as likely enough 
and a good deal of attention has 
been paid to the proper stressing of 
military details. All evidence care- 
ful and considerate writing. 

Program is opened by a char- 
acter radio trailer, each player be- 
ing announced by actual and fic- 
titious name, followed by a bit of 
speaking by the character in order 
to identify him with the audience. 
It’s another sample of the thought 
expended on this program. 

As for its appeal, there are hard- 
ly any limits. It encompasses the 
hearts of all ages and both sexes. 
Everything from adventure to ro- 
mance and the good old triangle 
drama. Entire session shapes up 
as a cinch winner. Gold. 


states, 





The Voice You Love 
to Hear 


VAUGHN 
DE LEATH 


Radio’s Friendly Singer 
of Friendly Songs 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


Now Appearing in Person 
in RKO Theatres 
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NICK 
LUCAS 


“The Troubadour” 





Crooning 


of 

Talking Pictures, Radio, Records and 
- Vaudeville 

Headlining the Opening of 


RKO - ORPHEUM 
OMAHA, FEB. 19 


BEBE DANIELS 
With Rudy Vallee 


Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Of all of the picture luminaries 
Miss Daniels probably makes the 
most appearances’ before mikes. 


This has been earned legitimately, 
since, unlike the rest, Miss Daniels 





is not wholly a freak attraction on 
{her film” rep, but an _ honest-to- 
| goodness song.tress of commend- 
| able merit, 
} 

It was over a month ago that 
Miss Daniels made an _ individual 
hit on Overland’s big hook-up, 
which included a number of film 
ames and the Whiteman orches- 
tra On Vallee’s period Miss Dan- 

contributed three numbers be- 
sides engaging in a little chatter 
with Ray Perkins, comedian and 
m. c. As regards to her banter with 


Perkins, it was ut a minimum, and 
with Miss Daniels on the short end 
of the verbal exchange. 


FIFTH ROW CENTER | 
Otto Kruger and Elmer Rice 
Talks 

Sustaining 

WGN, Chicago 


Once weekly this station brings 
the featured players of one of the 
legit shows to its mike for an intro- 
duction and a few words to the 
radio public. The studio supplies 


the 15 minutes of time usually al- 
lotted tc such programs, while the 
show furnishes the names and tal- 
ent, being thus a mutual benefit ar- 
rangement, the exact worth of 
which, however, has not yet been 
determined. 

Like the newspaper, the radio at- 
tempts to cover the entire range of 
the public, and in offering these 
legit personalities is appealing to 
the readers of the legit news in the 


dailies. More often than not, the 
stations which utilize these legit 
periods are affiliated with news- 


papers which have legit news and 
legit advertisements. 

As in this broadcast Otto Kruger, 
featured player in the Chicago com- 


pany of ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ and 
Elmer Rice, the author, appeared 
before the mike for a vocal bow. 


What they said was not particularly 
edifying, but it has some interest to 
the listener; the same sort of in- 
terest as in the playwright taking a 
bow in the theatre at the premiere 
of his play. 

Its value 





to the radio station or 


to the play cannot be accurately 
| Soboutnted. It can’t hurt; it can 
‘only help. It adds some sort of 
prestige to the station; it gives it 


a well-rounded coverage of activ- 
ities of the time. What it means 
at the box office is also vague, but 
it comes certainly under the head- 
ing of good and proper exploita- 
tion, 

To the legit-fan the program car- 
ries interest in that it presents the 
stars of the theatre in an informal 
mood; to the occasional legit patron 
it serves as a reminder that the 
play is in town and may stimulate 
his desire to plank down a couple 
of smacks to see the piece. 

This particular session is handled 
neatly. The announcements are to 
the point, bringing the guest artists 
quickly to the voice-catcher. While 
these artists, such as Rice, may 
spend some time in uh-uh’ing, they 
manage to get by on their reputa- 
tions. Gold. 








‘STORY OF WOMEN’S NAMES’ 
With Charles B. Driscoll 
Talk, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Strictly for the femmes, but even 
the fair sex won't find this series 





any too interesting. Driscoli is 





Mrs. GERTRUDE BERG 


CREATOR OF THE 


RISE oh. GOLDBERGS 
EVERY DAY 7:4 OVER 
EXCEPT. SUN. * ° WEAF 


supposed to be a student of the 
derivations of women's names and 
can give anything regarding their 
past history, according to the an- 
nouncement, On each period Dris- 
coll handles about three or four 
different monickers. 

On the period caught last week, 





ee 








ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 


MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 


1:15 P. M. Daily 
WBGLM—CBS, CHICAGO 


SYLVIA 


NBC Management 
Appearing Regularly 
WJZ and WEAF 

















Driscoll gave the history of the 
name Madeline, including its 
dozens of variations here and in 
other cougtries. That name got 


the must time. After that he spoke 
briefly about two other names and 
wound up with good old Virginia. 


As a speaker, Driscoll isn’t any 
too interesting and the_ subject 
doesn't contain as much meat as 


might be supposed. 


An orchestra is also used and for 
the main part takes its song sub- 


jects from cues which Driscoll’s 
names lead up to, like Madeline, 
which promoted the instrumental 


group to go into ‘Madelon.’ 

At the close it is announced that 
any women whose name is men- 
tioned during these periods can get 
a booklet on the subject by Driscoll 
at the nearest store handling 











Victor Recording Artist 
i eS 





| 'rigidaires, sponsor of the series. 








9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7 





LEO REISMAN 


POND’S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. 


LIFETIME REVUE. 

With H. Leopold Spitalny band, 
Hans Muenzer, Gill and Demling, 
Joseph Griffin, Navarro Sisters 

COMMERCIAL 

W MAQ, Chicago 


Once weekly the Sheaffer pen firm 
crawls out on the wavelengths with 


a 30-minute flourish of music, jokes 
and sales talk. The music and jokes 
are good, and to the point. 

Program figures as a popular ar- 
rangement for the exploitation of a 
| pop-priced commodity. The result 
iis a revue along the lines of a pic- 
ture house stage show; a song and 
a joke and music—not ultra, nor 
vet infantile: but a session that 
covers the tastes of the great bulk 
of the citizenry. 

This notion of a popular-priced 
picture house stage show is carried 
so far in this broadcast that the 
majority of the entertainment fea- 
tures are drawn directly from the 
ranks of the stage-show standbys at 
the local Publix-Balaban & Katz 
Chicago theatre. There are H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny, director of the Chi- 
cago orchestra; Hans Muenzer, con- 





been on both air and stage besides 
getting their pictures in the papers 
as the daughters of the former con- 
sul for the Republic of Panama in 
Chicago. 

On the baton of H. Leopold Spit- 
alny rests the bulk of the musical 
responsibility. He has done a nifty 
job. The musical selections are 
pleasantly popular and _ stirringly 
arranged in orchestration. Spitalny 
has been in front of audiences too 
many years not to have a sound 
judgment of showmanship and what 
will please the average listener. This 
combo of musical skill and skillful 
showmanship makes him a cinch 
winner for the kilocycle audience. 
Same angles may apply to the 
work of Hans Muenzer at the violin 
and Joe Griffin at the larynx. Grif- 
fin has a neat set of pipes and reg- 
istered warmly over the loudspeaker. 


He has been a consistently sock 
hitter for B. & K. Muenzer was 
pushed up through the B. & K. 


musical ranks by the femmes, who 
would flock down close to the or- 
chestra pit at the Chicago theatre 
to get a close-up of Muenzer as he 
scraped away at his fiddle. His draw 
is that matron type which found 
evident romance in Muenzer. This 
sex-appeal doesn’t swim in over the 
ether, but Muenzer’s neat technique 
holds him well. 


Gill and Demling, billed on this 
NBC web as the Two White Dots, 
do a comedy cross-fire talk that 
belongs back in the early years of 
vaude, but which on the radio 
strikes a new note in comedy talk 
routines. The clowning resembles 
the wandering talk of the Marx 
Bros. or Joe Cook’s ‘Four Hawai- 
ians. Over the loudspeaker it im- 
presses as deadpan delivery. Chat- 
ter is faster than ordinarily deliv- 
ered over the radio and there are 
more gags per session than usually 
spread. Most radio comics use their 
punch-lines sparingly, stretching 
each joke to enormous length by 
stalling and explanation. Gill and 
Demling don’t wait to explain. 
They're good radio clowns. 

Navarro Sisters are a satisfying 
foursome, though have nothing 
startling to offer in the way of 
femme crooning. Nor has the male 
quartet, which carries no individual 
billing. 

Sheaffer spends much time in 
sales-spieling here, spreading talk 
about all of the Sheaffer products, 
pen, ink, and pencils. So much 
leaves a vague imprint. Gold. 








JUST WILLIE 

Sketches, Orchestra and Songs 
Commercial 

WENR, Chicago 

U. S. Rubber Co., promoting Keds 
shoes, is behind this NBC network 
session. Same concern is also get- 
ting out disc programs to exploit 
the product, 

Title of thfs 15-minute period, 
coming at 6:15 central time, is a 
catchy one, with Willie’s real 
vonicker Arthur Fields, who ap- 
pears to be doing another Joe Cook, 
insofar as trying to do a lot of 
things in one performance, 

Basic idea is a sort of revuette, 
with blackouts, skits, songs and or- 
chestra thrown in at fast inter- 
vals. Fields specializes in parody 
songs and handies the skits, em- 
ploying members of the band and 
studio aids. Fred Hall’s orchestra 
d_-esn’t sound very big, but suits 
the general purpose of this layout. 

Primarily, it’s the ‘Just Willie’ 
tag that is expected to draw at- 
tention, This appears to be in line 
with the commercial’s plan to keep 


the individual artist in the back- 
ground while exploiting a trade 
name, 

If material holds out, which in 





the final analysis is the most im- 
| portant thing to consider on any 


| program of this type, this particu- 
|} lar frolic should have neo trouble 
| sticking around the ether waves 
for some time. Gus Van did it on 
a daily stint over 13 weeks last 
year for the same account, with all 





reactions strongly in the vaude 





single’s favor. Span. 


cert master and violinist, and Joe 
Griffin, B. & K.’s staff tenor. From 
radio come the comics, Gill and 
Demling. These boys arrived here 
after nabbing considerable of a rep | 
in Detroit. Navarro Sisters have | 


MARY ELLIS 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

One-time star of ‘Rose Marie’ 
made what was said to be her first 
public appearance as a singer in 
seven years, guesting during “The 
Revolving Stage’ hour, afternoon 
broadcast over NBC. Identity kept 
secret at beginning of program, but 
revealed in a build-up before she 
took the mike. Sang ‘Only You,’ 
written by Claire Kummer, and re- 
cently interpolated in current legit 
featuring Miss Ellis and her hus- 
band, Basil Sydney (mentioned, with 
name of theatre). 

Miss Ellis still has a fine soprano 
She put everything into the 
production number, air of which is 
catchy. Sang it in light opera style 
and made it a standout. Radio tech- 
nique not perfect; upper register 
tone at times a bit piercing, possibly 
due to being too close to mike. 

With her ability as a singer and 
actress, Miss Ellis should connect as 
a dignified type. 


voice, 


MUSICAL COMEDY MEMORIES 
Chauncey Parsons, Natalie Alt 
Songs, Orchestra 

WBBM, Chicago 


Howard Neumiller, one of the 
more adept musical showmen found 
in the Chicago studios, has tried to 
envelop this Sunday evening affair 
with a sort of ‘folksy’ parlor atmos- 
phere, and in the process has hung 
a millstone around the program's 
neck, Those discussions between 
the announcer and the warbling 
soloists over the numbers assigned 
the latter are just so much foldero} 
that neither enlightens nor whets 
the appetite for what is to follow. 
If anything it slows up the pace of 
the show and, to the less patient 
listener, can mean nothing but a cue 
for a swift twist of the dial. 
Cleared of this chatter and the 
forced enthusiastic bubbling of the 
announcer between numbers, Pro- 
ducer Neumiller here has something 
hat can compete with a similar type 
of show clocked simultaneously over 
the competing network, the Album 
of Familiar American Music, the 
latter bankrolled by Bayer Aspirin 
and originating from the New York 
NBC studios. Neumiller’s instru- 
mental setup, uncer the direction of 
Fritz Renk, may not measure up to 
the standard of the Gus Haenschen 
unit on the Bayer program, but for 
picking the more charming musical 
hits of the recent past and welding 
them into a perfectly balanced me- 
lodic feed the CBS impresario can 
toot a row of flats and sharps over 
his rival producer on the other 
chain, 

Program caught (14) 
the cream from ‘The Firefly,’ 
Chocolate Soldier,’ ‘The Prince of 
Pilsen,’ ‘Princess Pat,’ ‘Wildflower’ 
and ‘No No Nanette,’ with the ro- 
bust tenor of Chauncey Parsons and 
the rounded, lyrical soprano of Na- 
talie Alt contributing several choice 
vocal interludes, Latter pair’s duet- 
ing particularly uncorks a fine ex- 
ample of timing and tonal blending. 
Show started off with the handicap 
of a defective pickup, most likely 
due to poor mike placements in the 
studio, but this was fully corrected 
about half-way through the 30- 
minute session. Odec. 


combined 
‘The 


GUY LOMBARDO’S ORCH. 
With Burns and Allen 

Comedy, Orchestra 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


George Burns and 


period, 
orchestra the Robert 
period. They staged their first 
with Lombardo last week. With 
the combo of Burns and Allen and 
Lombardo this period looms up as 
one of the most entertaining on the 
air. 

The band plays steadily al! 
through this 30-minute period with- 
out a break, except as to volume. 
It shades the crossfire of Burns and 
Allen when they step close to the 
mike and backgrounds the commer- 
cial spiel of the announcer. 

Burns and Allen work on their 
familiar vaudeville style of patter, 
dizzy and funny. Both seemed at 
their ease and their banter was well 
paced. It’s a question, though, of 
material. On this program, al- 
though amusing, the couple were 
hot as strong as when they ap- 
peared with Rudy Vallee on the 
Fleischman broadcast. 


on Burns 


JANE DILLON 
Protean Sketch 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York 

Unusually interesting period that 
shows’ what can be accomplished 
with one voice in the way of pre- 
senting a variety of characters. 
Were it not for the announcement 
that Miss Dillon plays all the parts, 
it would not be illogical to presume 
that it was being handled by a 
cast of players. 

These protean sketches, in which 
Miss Dillon plays about six charac- 
ters, deal with the ‘Happy Family. 
In them Miss Dillon plays the 
mother, father, uncle, brother and 
daughter, besides a couple of kids. 
That’s a pretty big order for one 
person, yet Miss Dillon does it all 
convincingly. 

Besides Miss Dillon’s rapid vocal 
delinea’ions, the script itself holds 





together well. 


Gracie Allen| 
of vaudeville will, for an indefinite} 
augment Gyy Lombardo’s| 


———<——_——— 


THROUGH A POET’S WINDOW 
Recitations 

Sustaining 

WMAGQ, Chicago 


What brought this on and why»? 
This is supposed to be fourth in g 
series of six poetical readings for 
the kiddies, but how it’s f£otten 
that far is a mystery, 

Coming on at 7 p. m. when al} 
good children are usually tucked 
away, it's up to the adult to keep 
from falling asleep if happening to 
dial this one. it would be difficult 
to find anything quite as boring as 
monotonous reading for 15 minutes, 
without a letup or break. 

Mrs. Royal Munger, ths reader in 


this instance, takes her poetry 
seriously, which doesn’t help any 
either. Span. 


ED TRAUTMAN’S ORCHESTRA 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

Capital District orchestra, which 
sometimes plays at Van Curler hotel 
in Schenectady and at summer 
amusements resorts hereabouts, ig 
on the air thrice weekly for Knox 


Gelatine Co. of Johnstown, N. Y.. a 
15-minute early morning program 
broadcast over NBC network. 
Trautman’s is superior to the av- 
erage local unit heard here. Has 
more volume (13 men), smoother 
balance, better arrangements, finer 
teamwork. Fact it’s on a commere- 
cial, network, accounts for this. 


Leader keeps his men on their mu- 
sical toes. 

Musical portions of programs are 
entertaining, but effect is marred on 
some broadcasts by overemphasis on 
sponsor’s name and product. With 
a theme song plug mention once or 
twice of company would seem to be 


(Continued on page 52) 


AGE LYMAN 


AND HIS 


CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIPS’ 

MILK OF MAGNESIA 


WABC COAST TO COAST 
THURS., 








TUES., SAT., 8:15 (EAST) 














JESSE 
CRAWFORD 
WEAF 


SUN.-MON. 
11:30 P.M. 
Ee. S. T. 
TUES. 
THUR.-SAT. 
11 P.M. 
E. S. T. 








WED. 
11:15 P.Me 
E. S. T. 














‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ 


PROGRAM 
Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 


















MILL ¢ BROTHERS 


ABOYS AND 
A GUITAR~ 


COLUMBI 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
PERSONAL PEDRESENTATIVE 


THOMAS ROCKWELL 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITy 
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M. B. PAUL & 
ALEXANDER SCHUPACK 


RADIO ARTISTS’ 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Suite 383, Hotel Sherman 
CHICAGO 
SPECIAL OPENING RATES 
200 REPRODUCTIONS ... 827.00 
25 ORIGINAL PHOTOS... $12.50 
All 8x10 Size 
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It’s $2,250 or Else 
For Camel Standbys, 
Says Petrillo in Chi 


Camel 


Downey, To 


Renaud’s orch 


here at the 
not go on th 
pays for 15 
the rate of $ 
ultimatum 
gicians’ unio! 
Paul Whiten 
the same mu 


Hour, 


of James 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
with Morton 
ny Wons, and Jack 
1estra, coming through 
Palace, March 5, will 
e air unless somebody 
standby musicians at 
150 a man. That's the 
Petrillo, mu- 
1 chief here, who madg¢ 
1an recently dance to 
sic. 


So far nobody seems to know who, 


if at all, is 


tra shekels which will amount to 
Erwin, Wasey & Co., 
handling the Camel account, admits 
says 


2,250. 


it doesn’t kr 


going to pay the ex- 


agency 


n0w and Petrillo 


he doesn’t care who pays, but some- 


one will hav 
there won't 


e to come through or 
be a Camel broadcast 


from this ssi 


Rep Play ers Get Try 
On Soap Co. Serial 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Procter & Gamble, maker of soap, 
has picked a couple of rep show 
troupers, Jess Coffer and Martha 
Miller, to try out a small town do- 
mestic script, labelled ‘J.B. and 
Mae,’ over WBBM before giving the 
serial a network hookup. As now 
slated it’s a three-a-week series, 
with Feb. 29 set for the initial re- 
lease from the lcecal CBS key. 


Serial’s lea 


the Coffer-) 


headed 
Ticket 


is 


liller 


formerly 
Players. 


with the soap company gives them 


a minimum of 


13 weeks. 
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RKO, 
Personal M 


eee System—8:30 P.M. 


Week February 20 


PALINA PROGRAM 





Coliseum, New York 
anagement—Ted Coilline 








ACC 


WLW 


HENRY THIES 


LAIMED 


one of 


S GREATEST 


and his 


ORCHESTRA 


FEATURING 


CHARLES DAMERON 


VOCAL SOLOIST 


N.B.C. 





Commercial Blue Network 
Broadcasting Sunday, 12M 














Featuring 


WEAF Mon. 


WIZ 


Mills Dan 


BARON LEE 


and His 


BLUE RHYTHM BAND 


Edgar Hayes, pianist 


and Thurs. 11:45 
Fri., 12 Midnight 


P. M. 


From Cotton Club, New York 


Management 


ce Orchestras, Inc. 


799 7th Ave., New York 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


| and substituted two new sustaining 
| programs, 


$1,250,000 SERIES WITH 
FAIRBANKS AND MARY 
ony | 


Hollywood, Feb. 
weekly 


22. 
y4 


Series of 26 nat ional | 


broadcasts being set for Douglas | 
Fairbanks and Mary Pickford over | 
CBS with the Fairbanks portion 

coming by short wave from Tahiti} 
during his travel picture expedi- | 
tion, and Miss Pickford following 

each time from a Los Angeles sta- | 
tion. Arthur Lyons of Lyons of 
Lyons negotiated, obtaining a com- 

mercial account for each of the 

pair. 


Part of Fairbanks’ ray is tc 
be a plug for the Olympic Games, | 
with this phase to be paid by five} 
California companies. Total cost 
for the 26 weeks will be $1,250,000, } 
including line charges. 


110 act 





Anticipate Trouble 


Only setback for Fairbanks is} 
possibility of poor short wave 
transmission from Tahiti. A CBS} 
engineer leaves here in 10 days to 
supervise the technical end. In any 
event, the Pickford program is set 
though if her husband does not par- 


ticipate it may be of a different 
type. Each will be for 15 minutes. 
Leaving with the engineer is Mar- 


celo Ventura, who came here as an| 


envoy of the former King of Spain 
and who has since been in foreign 
production, Employed by the 


Olympic Games committee as a for- 
eign athlete contact, he will m. c. 
the South broadcasts and 
translate for the Spanish-speaking 
listeners. 

Miss Pickford gave 
on the condition that 
mercial account she 
would not be a food, 


clothing firm. 


Seas 


her consent 
the com- 
would bally 
tobacco or 


Disc Studio’s Try Hurry 
Up Plan to Save Costs 


99 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Radio dise studios are trying to 
establish a speed-up system locally 
to wax entire programs as quickly 
as possible in order to hold down 
the music costs. 3roadcast series 
of 13 weeks which formerly took 
as much as two and three weeks to 
cut are now being pushed through 
in two or three days. 

Unofficial speed mark for such 
disking was earned last week by 
the Columbia studio, which waxed 
the entire 13-week Blue Valley But- 
ter program in two days, seven the 
first and six the next. Also touched 


a new high in delivery. Recordings 
made here on Feb. 16 and 17, 
shipped to Bridgeport, Conn., for 


stamping and will be on the air 
the scheduled date of Feb. 29. 
Norman Brokenshire, announcer 
in the series, made the trip in from 
New York and back within three 





days. 
é b J 
Road Show’ Off 
San Francisco, Feb. 22. 
NBC has pulled its ‘Road Show’ 


first of which is ‘Waltz 
Time,’ featuring the network's two 
new personalities, Mary Wood, so- 
prano, and Rex Dunn, musical con- 
ductor. 

Other program is ‘Medicine Show’ 
with a talent list including Harold 
Peary, Charlie Marshall, Johnny 
O’Brien, Mildred Lewis and Dunn's 
orchestra: 





1° BIG SHOW 


OF THE AIR/ 














ee 











12:2M. 





EDDIE DUCHIN 


AND HIS 


CELIA BARK CASINO 
ORCHESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 


SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


S:3OPM 12:P.M. 








ORTON DOWNY 


TONY WORS 
JACQUES RENARD 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


| Marion Carter, recently 





Death on Ditties 


Example of how quickly 
radio can accomplish the pop- 
ularity death of a song is 
evidenced in a recent check by 
NBC. 


In going back over the mate- 


I used .on its network one 
night the ether thain found 
that one song ha” been played 
85 times that evening by its 
own and affiliated stations. 











‘CBS May Toss Daytime 
Housewife Stuff to Build 
Up Time Commercially 


CBS 
build 


is starting 


its 


to 

programs. 
engaged by 
the daylight 


a campaign 
up daytime 
the network to handle 
hours, is working on it. 

Network intends to take 
of the talking periods which clutter 
up pre-night broadcasts and 
substitute with singers and music. 
Object will be to replace cooking 
and sewing periods with entertain- 
ment, 


off many 


its 


CBS’s main purpose in invigor- 


ating these periods is to make 
the daytime more salable to com- 
mercials. 





'Finger-Snapping Impostor 


Snapped Into Chicago Cell 


99 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Announcing himself as Billy Gay, 
an NBC exec from New York, and 
carrying an officially lettered port- 
folio under his arm, an imposter 
later identified as William Rosen, 
walked into the local NBC offices 
and walked out into the arms of 
the law. He is wanted in New 
York on a larceny indictment. 


One of Rosen’s first official moves 
at NBC was to cash a $20 check, 
although he later retrieved it. Then 
he started snapping his fingers at 
call boys and that’s when the NBC 
boys here became suspicious. 
Checkup with the New York end 
revealed that Rosen was carrying 
around a forged artist’s pass signed 
by J. Almonte, NBC night manager 
in New York, and a letter instruci- 
ing G. M. Hogue, local night mer., 
to issue Rosen or Gay a local pass. 

Rosen also said he was connected 
with RKO in some vague way, but 
nobody here had heard of him. 
NBC officials here tabbed him as a 
nut, with the cops holding him in 
the caboose on an open charge, until 
NBC decides what to do with him. 





Special Hours to KMLB 
During Flood Period 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Permission was granted KMLB, 
Monroe, La., to extend for 10 days 
operation of the station for un- 
limited hours daily. 

Federal Radio Commission made 
the ruling because of flood condi- 
tions at Monroe in order that KMLB 
could co-operate on relief work. 





Stations Hurry to Inc. 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Rush evident among stations to 
incorporate their call letters. Latest 
locally to get seals from the secre- 
tary of state were WGN, operated 
by the Tribune, and WJJD, owned 
by the Loyal Order of Moose but 
operated by an indie group known 
as the Public Broadcasters, Inc. 
Reason given for the epidemic of 
call letter corporations is that the 
‘Inc. after the staticn insignia 
gives them some sort of protection 
under the state laws, and also that 
the Federal Radio Commission pre- 
fers to issue a iicense to a station 
so incorporated separately 
of the parent company 
ing it. 


cuontroll- 


Lyman Tripling 
lips’ Magnesia renewed its 
CBS contract with Abe Ly- 


i0 


PI 


weer 












} 
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as tne 


chestra. Renewal takes ef- 
March 10. 
llips is 


man’s or 
fect 
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h 
Products, 
derine 
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Hopper 


by 
week 
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owned 
h last put Dan- 
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‘count makes 
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commercii 
is 


Wallace 


‘CBS CAMPAIGNS FOR 


instead | 


Sterling 


NBC's $29,500,000 Gross in 31 Was 
347, Increase; No Profit Again 





i Annual statement of NBC's Ad- 


|} visory Council discloses that during 
§ UTHER | 1931 the network exceeded its 1930 
0 N GRID GAMES gross by approximately 34 NBC's 
| gross income in '31 was $29,500,000, 
or $7,500,000 over 1930. 

Some 23 Atlanta Batons oe Despi . the large Sncrease NBC 
sae Sinai a ae pen EER RRA as in claims no profit. This policy 
ai RM ois 7" Reese oa a oe of adtniel ng an even break between 

; sedate 7 > S : income and expenses has become 


the end of last season on the theory 
that broadcasting was cutting down 
attendance. But thousands of let- 
ters poured in complaining against 
the action. 


regular with the network. 
The report of the Advisory Coun- 
cil further shows that NBC's Art- 


ists’ Bureau grossed $3,500,000 more 


be ? : ’ in bookings during the year 1931 

_ Matter is again up for considera-| than for 1930. During the former 
tion at a meeting of the Southern year, 1931, the Artists’ Bureau's 
Conference here this week. gross was $10,500,000. For the year 
CBS had star southern announc-] 1930 it was $7,000,000. These figures 
ers on the air Sunday morning} are for salaries paid artists booked 
and afternoon (21) exhorting all! through NBC, and not NBC's earn- 
listeners to send in letters asking] ings, although the network gets a 
that broadcasts of the gridiorn| commish from all artists it books. 
games be retained. In fan mail, the report states, 
aly ee NBC received 5,000,000 letters during 





1931, as compared with 2,000,000 

5 Ex-NBC Names Now the previous year. The fan mail 
figures are for NBC offices alone 

On CBS’ / Contract List | and exclude its associated stations 


and clients of the network. 


Addition of Little Jack Little to} 





the CBS roster makes a total of five Jones and Hare Go On 
CBS artists who were formerly un- ~ ‘ ods 
der contract to NBC. Total excludes For Best Fo 5 March 7 
Morton Downey, who before attach- Chicago, Feb. 22. 
ing himself ‘o CBS “e some sus- Best Foods, Inc. has put Billy 
taining work for NB Jones and Ernie Hare under a long 
Four artists previous to Little exclusive contract and starts 
Jack Little whe were formerly un- j — os — 4 rane SES EREOR 
der NBC contract and now broad- ise poe ga Mayonnaise Mar. 7 
cast over the CBS chain arej~'~* NBC. It'll be . gg Fangs nethdine % 
’ ™ “ ° ining sessk ie . F . 
Vaughn De Leath, Kate Smith, Mil- |} se = a Z € * ue network 
e = | daii xcep Ve rc € Ss. 
dred Hunt »-nd the Boswell Sisters. Ro. : - ra : ." an t 
Little commenced his CBS con- |} ae OC Rew 66 ee Wee 
ar : a é ; getting the lookover from the com- 
tract last week doing six sustain-/. aie, nial , ‘ , 
inne tee ;2 cials saicsmen in convention. 
ngs y.- | 
’ 





CLIFFORD 
SOUBIER 


(OL PAPPY 


Characterization) 


Air Monopoly Sold 


Brussels, Feb. 12. 
Radio-Luxemburg will commence | 
broadcasting on July 1. It has ob-} 
tained exclusive broadcasting rights 
for the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg 
for a period of 25 years. 


The wavelength will, it is expect- 







(Negro 
“Radio here has some- 


ed, be over 1,000 meters. The sta- thing to offer the most é 
; ’ . eter nesthete listener, and yet, such is the act 
tion’s resources are to be derived this session, that it has its appeal just as 


entirely from publicity, which wt 
have to be presented in a form that 


surely for the child, the adult and the aged 
of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—Variety. 
MON., TUES., WED., THURS. and FRI., 








will be understood by and have an at 4:30 P. M., Over NBC BLUE NETWORK 
a,peal for listeners in Belgium, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, — — 





Holland and Luxemburg. 


Difficulty in compiling programmes 
with such an international appeal 
can be foreseen. The transmitting 
power will be 200 kilowatts, enough 
to prevent reception of any other 
broadcasts, at any rate in the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg. 


ED CONNIE 
Presents 


Aileen 
Stanley 








KTAB’S BILLIES 
San Francisco, Feb. 22. With a SMILE 
Glen Rice’s Hill Billies, one of the in Her VOICE 
first backhill music groups on Los } 
Angeles ether waves, are now OLDSMOBILE’S 
KTAB, local link of the Pickwick MELODY SPEEDWAY 
group. 


WOR and 80 Associate Stations 




















BROWN SHOE COMPANY 


Presents 


MELO-CLARIONS 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 


Direction of 


LOUIS KATZMAN 


Lew White at Dual Organ 


WJZ—Coast to Coast 
8:15 p. m. Wednesdays 


_ 


ati as . the 
Sa, , PRINCE. ALBERT 


= aa DREAM GIRL~ 

















|] COUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
- “EASY ACES” 
| L E 0 N | (Sponsored by Lavoris) 


and His 


Broadcasting on 
720 Kilocycles 
Marked Down From 750 


WGN 9 O’Clo ck Mon. 


EMBASSY CLUB ORCHESTRA 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 
friday 9:30 f. M. 
WOODBURY PROGRAM 
Pers. Mer. Werman Bernie, 
745 th Ave., New York 


Wed. 
C.S. T- Fi. 
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MUSIC 


GUIDE 
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“WHEN WE’RE ALONE” 


(Penthouse Sererade) 


“RAIN ON THE ROOF” | 


“WHO’S YOU'RE LITTLE 
WHO-ZIS” 


“TIRED” | 
“LO AND BEHOLD” 
“JAZZ NOCTURNE” 


Shortly to be released, 3 hit songs from 
Maurice Chevaller’s Paramount— 
“One Hour With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 


“Kiss Me Good Night’ 
“When Nobody Else Is 
Around” 

“Where the Blue of the 
Night” 

“How Can You Say You 
Love Me” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 

















TFALMIE HEFc 


“LADY OF SPAIN” 

‘MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU” 

“LOOK, HERE COMES A 

RAINBOW” 

GOOD NIGHT, NOT 

GOODBYE” 

“SOUTHERN MOON” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


“KISS ME 


“My Mom” 
“Goodnight Moon” 
“An Ev’ning in Caroline” 
“Sometime in Summertime” 
“That Night” 

“I’m So in Love” 
“That’s Living” 


DONALDSON DOUGLAS 


& GUMBLE, Inc. 
1595 Broadway, New York 








Sing Santly’s Songs 
“STAR LIGHT” 
“CAROLINA’S CALLING ME” 
“CALL ME DARLING” 


“NEXT TO YOUR MOTHER 
(Who Do You Love)” 


“TELL ME WHILE WE’RE 
DANCING” 


SANTLY BROS., INC. 
755 7th Ave., New York City 


AGER. YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN. Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen My Dear” 
“Sing a New Song” 


“You’re Foolin’ Yourself 
(When You Try to Fool Me)” 


“T’m Lost Without You, Sally” 


“There’s a Million Ways to Say 
I Love You” 


745 7th Ave., New York 














Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 
“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHY DID IT HAVE TO 
BE ME?” 


“TOO LATE” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 

















IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“ALL OF ME” 
“BY THE SYCAMORE TREE” 
“STRANGERS” 


“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 
(Irving Berlin's Latest) 


“I WANNA COUNT SHEEP TILL 
THE COWS COME HOME” 


“TIME ALONE WILL TELL” 
(European Sensation) 


“I CAN'T BELIEVE IT’S YOU” 


1607 Broadway, New York 











Variety In Hits 
“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“You Rascal, You” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon” 
“Wrong Number” 
“Blues in My Heart” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 


“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


CONCEDED HITS 
by the “Dear Old Public” 
As the old maestro would say 


MILLER MUSIC, Ine. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 








HARMS’ HITS 


“WHAT A LIFE” 
“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING” 
“1 DON’T SUPPOSE” 
“DELISHIOUS” 





PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 





Witmarks-Hitmarks 
“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 
“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 

“By a Rippling Stream” 
“Where Were You Last 
Night?” 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 





l'Texas Indie Station’s 
$2,000 Gross, $900 Nut 


Dallas, Feb. 

With practically every city de- 

partment in this town in red, the 

muny station, WRR, is still keep- 

ing good profit margin. Recent audit 

| shows broadcaster averaging $2,000 
monthly gross against a $900 nut. 


°° 
-~ 


| Only smudge is $17,500 note for 
; new equipment bought last year, 
costing $27,500. Couple years ago 
station was $12,000 in the hole, 


which was absorbed in ’31, with 10 
grand left for new equip. And at 
least three G’s will be available for 
the remaining 17, due May 1, says 
the auditor. 

WRR operates as indie, tying in 
for only few CBS spots as joint 
proposish with KRLD, local netter. 

Figures are not necessarily rep- 
resentative of the indie radio field 
in southwest, a fast growing biz. 





Coast Radioites 





Santley rep in L. A. 
on the air after a 


Bobby Gross, 
back plugging 
tonsil yanking. 

Ray Paige, KFI musical director, 
took a night off to attend the Jon- 
athan Club Hi-Jinks and discov- 
ered at the club that he was a week 
late for the party. 

Loyal Underwood, KNX’s Wrang- 
lers manager figuring on a tour 
with the cowbarn yodelers in April. 


Publix’ Loew Units 


(Continued from page 25) 
booking outlet in the Oriental, al- 
though still retaining the chance 
to place name acts and special at- 
tractions where and when called for 
by the house. 


Paradise Or Marbro 


Loew units moving into the Ori- 
ental will not in any way affect the 
Fanchon & Marco stage shows. 
These will continue to play four 
weeks in town starting at the Chi- 
cago and including the Uptown, 
Paradise and Tivoli. Only present 
hitch in the setup is the status of 
the Paradise. B&K is considering 
the idea of switching stage shows 
from that house to the Marbro, 
around the corner, 48 a more suit- 
able stage outlet. 

From the local viewpoint the in- 
coming Loew units are looked upon 
as strictly an economy move, just 
as in the case of the F-M deal. 
The same flexible policy of switch- 
ing shows from the Chicago to the 
Oriental, as in the past, will pre- 
vail, with B&K to continue to book 
available names as added attrac- 
tions. This is borne out with the 
initial Loew unit which will be 
topped by El Brendel. Film come- 
dian has been set by B&K for the 
Oriental for two weeks. 


In Detroit 


According to present routing the 
first couple of Loew shows will come 
in here from the Michigan, Detroit, 
starting there March 11, to which 
point these units will jump from 
Syracuse, N. Y. Later the plan is 
to open the units at the Oriental, 
making the jump from Columbus, 
with Detroit following. So far the 
Oriental and Michigan seem to be 
the only two houses figuring in the 
Loew-Publix deal for the first four 
weeks, although St. Louis is a pos- 
sibility in the future, It depends 
on how the units click in the other 
towns. 

The Publix stage situation in De- 
troit will be altered with the Fisher 
dropping its present vaude lineup 























“LET THAT BE A LESSON TO YOU” 
“TELL-TALES” 
“LULLABABY LADY 
(FROM HUSHABYE LANE)” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








“Oh What a Thrill” 
“Shadows on the Window” 
“My Little Swanee Sue” 
“Waltz Me to Sleep in 
Your Arms” 


Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc. 
719-7th Ave., New York 
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SOME WTAM SHIFTS 
Cleveland, Feb. 22. 

Shake-up in WTAM’s staff last 
week shifted Gene Carr, produc- 
tion man, into berth of acting pro- 
gram director, replacing Edward H. 
Smith, now on the station's regu- 
lar entertainment staff. Carmen 
Lorenz made.assistant office man- 
ager in charge of femme personnel 
and Don Stratten becomes mana- 
ger of station’s sales. 

Russell B. Wise, announcer, pro- 
moted to assistant production and 
continuity managership. Hal Metz- 
ger handling publicity and special 
events broadcasts, 


eventually to take on Loew or F- 
M units. Meanwhile, house goes 
local presentation production under 
Eddie Weisfeldt. 

Louis Lipstone will continue in 
| single handed charge of the local 
| situation, supervising all stage show 
| houses and booking spot attractions. 

Publix deal for the Loew units 
may eventually work out to add six 
; weeks to the Loew unit route as, 
| besides Chicago and Detroit options 
for their use by Publix are existent 
for St. Louis, Indianapolis and 
Toledo. 

In Loew’s production department, 
under I. K. Sidney, are Chester 
Hale and Arthur Knorr as asso- 
ciate producers plus the acquisition 
of Frank Cambria April 1. The 
Loew units are reported to have an 
average cost of around $3,200. 

Warner Brothers is said to have 
approached Loew executives in re- 
gard to WB houses in Philadelphia 
and Newark taking the units with 
the possibility of adding still an- 
other week. Should this material- 
ize it would give the Loew troupes 
& swing of 20 weeks. The Loew 





units originate at the Capitol, N. Y. 


MONTPARNASSE 


Havana, Feb. 18. 

Another Coto enterprise, cute and 
cozy looking. Unlike the rest of the 
local night spots which look more 
like museums, Montparnasse is 
small and low-ceilinged. The deco- 
rations by Nino, Italian painter, are 
modernistic. Coto has brought to 
this place most of the old Tokio 
rang, including the waiters, 

The club is centrally located in 





the Payret Theatre building, facing 
Central Park and the Capitol, but it 
is going in for cover charge, high 
prices and little entertainment and 
advertising and is suffering badly. 

Julio Richards and Carmita Ortiz 
are the stars of the show, with their 
Cuban dances and songs. An un- 
billed Spanish dancer and Jimmy 
Bigelow m. c.ing and playing the 
banjo, comprise the show here. 

Two bands, a Cuban rumba and 
a jazz band of Oscar de la Rosa of 
local 802, furnish music which 
calls for dancing. 

The slow winter season is not do- 
ing this place any good and it is too 
hot a locale for the summer. Rene. 


EDEN CONCERT 


Havana, Feb. 18. 
This newest of the local night 
spots is the one with the best 


chance to survive this slow tourist 
season and keep open throughout 
the year. It is built like a Euro- 
pean beer garden, open air and 
right next to Sloppy Joe’s. 

There is no cover charge, but the 
admittance is a ticket costing 40c., 
which entitles one to check the hat 
and have a drink. Many of the 
Sloppy Joe customers drop in after 
a few drinks for dancing. 

Since its opening, the place has 
been cleaning up in trade, both na- 
tives and Americans. It may be 
tough when the rainy season starts. 
A show with 10 numbers is staged 
twice nightly. It is full of holes on 
account of the cheapness of the sets 
and the long delay in between num- 
bers. Music is furnished by a young 
boys’ band, the Cuban Bohemians, 
its drummer doing m.c. 


Six principals and four chorus 
girls comprise the floor’ show, 
staged by Oscar Moreno. Rene. 








Yeastfoamers Renewed 
Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Northwestern Yeast Co., under- 
writer for the Yeastfoamers’ Sun- 
day show on NBC, last week tied up 
the same spot on the schedule for 
another 52 weeks. With the re- 
newal, effective Mar. 20, the pro- 
gram enters its fourth consecutive 
year on the same network. 

Herbie Kay combo continues as 
the musical attraction. 





LaSALLE’S 4-TIME TEST 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

LaSalle Extension correspondence 
school takes to the ether shortly 
with four sample disc programs to 
test the ether results. Will be five- 
minute dramatic skits, using six 
stations for the experiment. 

Discs will contain dramatizations 
of the life-story of successful 
LaSalle school graduates. Ratio of 
time on the discs will be four min- 
utes for the drama and one minute 
of advertising. 





WRIGHT MOVES OVER 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

William H. Wright moves March 
6 from KFRC-CBS to NBC, where 
he joins the artist and continuity 
staff. 

He’s the second Columbia artist 
to go NBC payroll within the last 
month, Monroe Upton having re- 
cently made the move. 





SILVERNAIL OUT 


Frank Silvernail is out of NBC, 
where he has been acting as mer- 
chandising counsel for a number of 
years. 

Nobody set to replace. 





Lewis-Brusiloff’s Comm. 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Society Brand clothes starts over 
the Columbia web on March 8 for 
13 weeks of 15-minute sessions, hit- 
ting the ether every Tuesday eve- 
ning. 

Norman Brokenshire will be in as 
the ‘man-about-town,’ plus Wel- 
come Lewis and Nat Brusiloff for 
the musical portions. Program is 
slated to originate from the net- 
work’s New York studios. 





Engagements 





Ed Sullivan's ‘guests’ tonight 
(Tuesday) on Berardine, CBS, will 
be Julie Eagels, daughter of the 
late Jeanne Eagels, Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce and Art Jarrett. 

Maurice Barrett, ‘Margie the Ste- 








nog’ (WJZ). 


—___ 


WOR Must Show 
Evidence or Lose 
90,000-Watt Permit 


WOR has been notified by the 
Federal Radio Commission that 
less it 





une 
it is 
looking for a site to erect a new 
transmitter within the next 30 days 
its grant to use 50,000 watts will 
be revoked. Station now broad« 
casts on 5,000 watts. 

WOR received permission some 
time ago to increase its power ta 
50,000 watts, but failed to exercise 
that right. 


shows evidence that 





Paul Ash’s Night Spot 
Kills F&M 40 Weeks 


San Francisco, Feb. 22 


Paul Ash has joined with Charles 
Kurtzman, former managing direce« 
tor of the Roxy, and e2 local group, 
to reopen the famous Tait’s at the 
Beach here about April 1. Deal for 
the property was closed this week, 
M. W. Rosenblum, Julian Weisse 
bein and Sam Nussbaum, latter 
John Tait’s zaterer for years, also 
in on the project. 

Ash turned down a 40-week con« 
tract with F.&M. to stay in ’Frisco, 
the city where he got his start. At 
the new night spot he will conduct 
the orchestra and handle the entere 
tainment. 


Kurtzman will be gene 
eral manager. 
Tait’s has been dark for about 


Place will be remod- 
the rustic atmosphere 


six months. 
eled with 
preserved. 





WBBM Drops Another 
Chicago, Feb. 22, 

Added to the resulting 
from the latest spasm of housee- 
cleaning at WBBM, local Columbia 
key, was Sidney Elstrom, assistant 
to Walter Preston, the station's pro« 
gram director. Elstrom went Sate 
urday (20). 

Shifting of personnel during the 
previous week severed four others 
from the studio staff. Among them 
was Alfred Saxe, announcer, who 
had been hired back just a week 
before. 


letouts 





TEX ON RKO 


Texas Guinan and her gang, num- 
bering 30 people, take off this week 
on vaude engagements for RKO, 
splitting between 86th Street, New 
York (current) and Fordham, last 
half. 

O. L. Oz is booking, 


Old and New 


Howard Way, formerly associated 
with Brunswick and National Radio 
in the east, now located in Chicago 
as indie program producer, special- 
izing on discs. 











Harry Mervis, in Chicago with 
the legit show, ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ 
is doubling as announcer for NBC 
on ‘The Goldbergs'’ serial. 





Radio Reports 





(Continued from page 50) 


instead of repetition of 
Knox with each number. Perhaps 
sponsor thinks women listeners, 
busy with household duties at 9:15, 
don’t object to advertising. 

Program handled by Warren Mun- 
son, WGY announcer, who sticks to 
the script. 


sufficient, 


‘MARGIE, THE STENO’ 

Marcella Shields and Helen Handin 
Sketch 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

A pleasant series regarding the 
trials and tribulations of a steno in 
a comedy vein. Marcella Shields 
plays Margie, the steno. Miss Shields 
is a clever radio performer of some 
experience, mostly along comedy 
linés, and has a voice resembling 
Gracie Allen's. 

Nothing too involved. 
the writing is a bit too obvi 
The finish is tipped at the start 
and kills what might otherwise ® 
a punch ending. 

Helen Handin has the part of the 
manager and is the office gOSsIDp- 
Included as a sustaining character 
is the boss, with others incidental. 


fac t 


US. 


In 


Miss Shields runs away with the 
sketch. She has a ‘cute’ style. | 
the series is followed, it will be 4> 
much to hear Miss Shields as to 





follow the script. 


‘e.. 
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Publishers Will Discuss 
Limiting Sheet Returns 





Metheds of remedying the return 


privilege situation will be discussed 


at meetings to be held shortly by 
the Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
gociation. Publishers are anxious to 


incorporate a new ruling which will 
limit the return privelege to a cer- 
tain period of time, instead of 
permitting dealers to return sheet 
music when they want to. 

It is customary among the pub- 
lishers to accept sheet music returns 
at any time. Due to this, it is said, 
the dealers frequently order more 
sheet music than is necessary. This 
has caused a situation to arise 
whereby frequently 40% and some- 
times more of all sheet music 
shipped is returned to the publisher 
some months after being shipped 
out. 

Feist is the only firm which does 
not extend a full return privilege. 
Feist’s has inaugrated a 90-day re- 
turn limit. An investigation of the 
Feist books to determine whether 
this procedure is successful has 
proven that only about 7% of 
Feist’s music is returned. 

It is along a method like Feist’s 
that the industry as a whole de- 
sires to limit the return privilege of 
dealers. During the past summer 
this situation was discussd by some 
publishers but no action was de- 
eided upon. 


Obscene Songs? 


Paris, Feb. 


99 
Lk 


Whether commonly sung 


by medical students for many years 


songs 


without any public interference 
eonstitute obscene matter when in 
printed form, will be decided by a 
Paris court. 
prosecuted for possessing obscene 
matter, as constituted by a book of 
hospital songs: privately published 
at a price precluding extensive dis- 
tribution, 

Prominent lawyers who are de- 
fending accused intend to have 
medical students ordered to appear 
in court and sing the incriminated 
songs. 





Knight’s 13 Kellys 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Kelly-Springfiel€d has Raymond 
Knight of the ‘Station Kukuw’ af- 
fair tabbed for the m.c. assignment 
on its NBC commercial, starting 
March 20. Besides Knight, the tire 
maker’s Sunday evening event will 
unveil a 12-piece orchestra under 
Robert Ambruster, Mary McCoy, 
soprano, and a male quartet. Pro- 
gram will use a half hour in the 
spot now filled by Kellogg's Kaffe 
Haag musicale, 

Contract with Keily-Springfield 
will run 13 weeks, with the program 
taking everything available on the 
blue network and originating from 
NBC’s New York studios. 


GINGER ROGERS’ TUNES 


Hollywood, Feb, 22. 

On the side from her picture work 
Ginger Rogers is going seriously 
for song-writing, her first one al- 
ready taken by Famous, and two 
more ordered, 

Ginger Rogers has written num- 
bers for her own stage use, but the 
Famous assignment is her first com- 
mercial break, 





Calloway’s Cotton Return 
Cab Calloway’s orchestra returns 
to the Cotton Club, New York, 
April 1, 
On its return the Cotton Club will 
open a new floor show. 





Baby Marie On Discs 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Rose Marie, juvenile war- 

town at the RKO Palace, 

>i? ,< - - 

Will make a couple of recordings 


baby 
bler, in 
for 
Columbia phonograph com pany 


hey 
here, 


Slated to do four } 


f sides as yoca 
“Ost With a dance band.’ 
{ yQ . . + 
SCAI Roye now with Marlo 


M usie 
ic. 


| 
| 


Defendant is a lawyer | 
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ATTACK CRIPPLE 


Caused By Music Factions’ Trouble, | 
Says Union Head 


Duluth 
out of Superior, a gang of 
attacked Axel Wexall, 
Duluth violinist, as he left the Su- 
perior branch of the WEBC radio 
station Thursday (18). Wexall is 
a cripple and carried a cane in one 
hand and his violin in the other. A 
policeman was near and prevented 
possible injuries. 


Warning musicians to} 


¢ 


keep 
hoodlums 


Walter Lang, president of the 
Duluth-Superior local, said the af- 
fray was the result of a conflict be- 





tween Duluth and Superior musi- 
cians, the latter charging Duluth } 
musicians had been given prefer- 


ence in broadcasting. The Superior 
men attempted to disrupt the joint 
union and form a local of their own. 


~ 


Vallee’s Band Sticking 
At Penn Minus Rudy 


Sammy Watkins’ band, originally 
slated to follow Rudy Vallee’s or- 





chestra at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York, yesterday (Monday), 
does not open until next week, or 
possibly the week after. 

Postponement arose through the 
members of Vallee’s band and the 
Penn hotel reaching an agreement 
after a misunderstanding. 


The Vallee group will remain in 
the hotel without a baton wielder 
for this and maybe next week. 


When they leave, Watkins comes in 
until the Penn hotel books a name 
band. Watkins will have his 
hame changed from Sammy, 


lirst 


Vallee’s band will continue on the 
Fleischmann periods in New York} 
during the next two weeks under | 
the leadership of Russell Bennett, | 
composer, who will sub for Vallee. | 
Ross McLean, Everett Marshall's 
understudy in ‘Scandals,’ who will 
take Vallee’s place in the show 
while the latter vacations, will also 
be featured on the broadcasts, 

Vallee’s band is scheduled to join 
Rudy with ‘Scandals’ at Boston 
on March 13 and will tour with 
the show as the pit orchestra. Al 
Goodman, leader of the ‘Scandals’ 
pit orchestra, will not go on the 
road with the show. 


72-Dise Contract 


Top blanket disk contract to date 
has been signatured by Irving Mills 
for three of his colored bands with 
the American Recording Co. 
(Brunswick). 

Calls for 72 records, 24 each for 
Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway and 
the Baron Lee Blue Rhythm Band. 














Aces Go Network 
Chicago, Feb. 23. 

‘Easy Aces,’ now on WGN here 
for Lavoris, steps out on a Colum- 
bia link for the same commercial 
Feb, 29. Goodman Ace, columnist 
for the Kansas City ‘Journal-Post,’ 
gave his serial skit its local debut 
on the ‘Trib’ mouthpiece 18 weeks 
ago. | 

Mouth-wash mixer hadn't figured 
on giving the shew a cross-country | 
hookup until the fall, but returns | 
caused a change of mind. Net-| 
work now trying to line-up all sta- | 
tions available on the basic link for } 
continuance of the comedy act's 
three-time weekly evening broad- | 
casts. | 


—_—_- ——  —_-_—- | 








S-B’s English Buy 


Shapiro-Bernstein has 
the American rights to the ‘Belle of | 
Barcelona,’ English tune published 
by Campbell & Connelly. | 
Deal was made while the British |} 
publishers were in New York. 


Green-White as Firm 


Bud Green and Elmore Whit: 
opened their own publishing office 
last week, 

Haroid Spina will be connected 
with the new firm. i 


—+ 


Duluth, Minn., Feb. 22. f 
j 
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ijare 


{is nothing that they can 


interested In a song, mainly 
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MADE INU. o. 


Heavy Influx of Imported 


Tunes Alarming American | 


Songwriters — No-Rights 
Handicap Overcome— 
Yank Composers Writing 
in Single Vein, Say Pub- 
lishers 


DOMINATE 








WARING GETS TITLE 


Haven't Right to Name 





Roane’s Pennsylvanians, recently 
offered to RKO under that title, 
have changed over to Roane’s Col- 
legians, following the action by 
| Johnny O’Connor, manager of War- 
| ing’s Pennsylvanians, in restraining 
fuse of any billing carrying the 
| Pennsylvanians name. 

Protection of billing is unique in 
vaudeville in that final right to 
Pennsylvanians, as designated for 
an attraction, has been upheld by 
the board of governors of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. 


'2 Part Time Organists at 











CROONERS RESPONSIBLE | $475; Leavy Starts Probe 


The heavy influx of foreign songs 
has commenced to alarm American 
songwriters. At present there is 
barely one firm that is not publish- 
ing at least one foreign song; some 


have three. And the majority of 
the foreign songs being published 
are being made the top plug num- 
bers of each firm. 

Publishers declare the imported 
song situation wae never as intense 
as at present. They say they are 
accepting so many foreign compo- 
sitions because the foreign melodies 
are more simple than those of 
American writers. Latter claim 
the publishers are trying to write 
only to satisfy the professional 
crooners while forgetting the dance 
and public fancy angles. 

The songwriters are the ones who 
feeling the foreign song angle 
more than anybody else, The pub- 
lishers do not favor it. There is 
not as much profit on foreign as on 
native songs; reason being that on 
the former the publishers cannot 
dispose of foreign rights. 

Acceptance of so many foreign 
tunes by American publishers is 
limiting the market for the native 
writers, Publishers are not taking 
any more songs than they consider 
necessary, and every foreign song 
put out cuts into the native out- 
put. 

Currently a large number of hit 
songs in the U. 8. are by foreign 
writers. They include Robbins’ 
‘Good Night Sweetheart,’ originally 
published in England; Shapiro- 
Bernstein’s ‘I Found You,’ also Eng- 
lish; Charlie Miller’s ‘Two Loves,’ 
German; Santly’s ‘Call Me Darling,’ 
German; Harm’s ‘Dancing on the 
Ceiling,’ English, and DeSylva’s 
‘Kiss Me Good Night,’ English. 

Besides there are numerous other 
foreign songs on which American 
publishers have recently started to 
work, such as Robbins’ ‘There's 
Something in Your Eyes,’ German, 
and Berlin’s ‘Time Alone Will Tell,’ 
English. Also two new foreign 
tunes placed by Jimmy Campbe!l 
and Reg Connelly with American 
publishers while in New York, ‘By 
the Fireside,’ with Robbins and 
‘Belle of Barcelona,’ Shapiro-Bern- 
stein. Foreign songs like ‘Two 
Hearts in Waltz Time’ and ‘Yours 
Is My Heart Alone,’ although they 
have seen their best days, are still 


selling. 


are 


Other Imports 
Beside all the songs listed, there 
numerous other foreign num- 
bers which American publishers are 
handling, mainly from foreign films. 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

City Controller Leavy, with his 
diminishing budget has bobbed up 
again, this time to investigate the 
whyfore of two part time organists 
for the California Palace of the Le- 
gion of Honor. 

Leavy got his brows all furrowed 
when he found the city was paying 
Uda Waldrop $350 a month as part 
time console artist and was also 
handing out $125 a month to 
Charles Stafford for the same job. 


Now he wants to know what the 
two sharp and flat men do for that 
$475 a month and when they do it. 

Leavy is the budget slasher cred- 
ited with saving the city $10,000 a 
month by refusing to pay the phone 
bills of all city execs. 





Columbia Re-Vamping 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 


Frank Walker, manager of re- 
cording for Columbia, is due in 


town today or tomorrow (23) for 
conferences with the local record 
and transcription departments. For 
the radio dise portion he is bring- 
ing a new-type process record on 
which Columbia has been working 
for some time, 

Problem on the phonograph rec- 
ord department is the acquisition 
of new bands to plug up the holes 
left in the Columbia list by the 
departure of Paul Whiteman and 
Guy Lombardo. Hottest line is the 
possibility of Ted Weems recording 
for Columbia under a nom de 
plume. Negotiations also on with 
two other local bands, Don Pedro, 
Charlie Agnew, for spot discings. 


C-S in College Inn 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Coon-Sandersa band is slated to 
step into Ben Bernie’s spot at the 
College Inn when the latter goes 
RKO in April. Partnership combo | 
has been routed to leave the Hotel 
New Yorker April 3 and to play the 
Book-Cadillae, Detroit, for a week. | 
Entry date here is April 12. 
Local booking for Coon-Sanders 





Union Rules Roane’s Pennsylvanians | 


ASK PUBLISHERS’ VIEWS 
ON NEW ERPI CONTRACT 


Publishers have been requested by 
John Paine, chairman of the Music 
| Publishers’ Protective’ Association, 
ito give their regarding the 
| best means of entering into a new 
ERPI agreement after the expira- 
tion of the current contract. 

Present ERPI agreement, in ex- 
istence for five years, expires Sept. 
5, 1932. Terms of the agreement call 
for a guarantee from ERPI of $100,- 
000 for the first year, $125,000 the 
second year, 3c per seat per theatre 
the third year and 5c per seat the 
fourth and fifth years. At present 
the M.P.P.A. is suing ERPI as well 
'as RCA for about $1,000,000 for the 
|} moneys which the publishers claim 





views 





|due them under the ‘bootleg seat 
tax.’ 
From the opinions of the pub- 


lishers expressed in their replies to 
Paine, the latter will attempt to find 
the most satisfactory means of ne- 
gotiating a new contract. 

Publishers contract with RCA, 
also for five years, does not expire 
until Sept. 5, 1933. 





No Serious Losses in 
Wash. Symph’s Ist Year 


That the nation’s capital is a 
good music town is shown by the 
statement just released by the Na- 
tional Symphony Orchestra man- 
agement, organized the past season, 
Of the 80 contributors who made 
existence of the orchestra possible, 
no one will jose any great amount 
of money. 

A guarantee fund of $57,000 was 
raised. For next season a minimum 
of $75,000 is asked. 


‘Street Scene’ Tone Poem 
Los Angeles, Feb. 22, 

Robbins will publish a condensed 
version of the score of ‘Street Scene’ 
as a modernistic tone poem. Writ- 
ten by Alfred Newman, musical di- 
rector at United Artists. 

Piano and orchestral versions will 
be issued, with Paul Whiteman in- 
troducing the piece. Piano copies 
will sell at around $1. 


VINCENT LOPEZ 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


ST. REGIS HOTEL and 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE, 
NEW YORK 


FEATURING 


“SOMEBODY 
LOVES YOU” 











is limited to July 1, 


BURNS CHANGES AGENCIES 


Robert Burns account, featuring 
Guy Lombardo’s orchestra on CBS, 








| week, 


| gage Rurns and Allen, comedy team, 


These are not as prominent in the! 


sheet music market as 
‘By the Fireside,’ Rob- 
bins’ latest English song, is already 
being used by an ether crooner Aas 
his theme for sustaining broad- 
casts, 

Songwriters admit the situation 
has them worried, but say that there 
do about 
it. In some instances they charge 
for publishers with placing 


American 


the rest. 


oreign 
es in this country through un- 
vory methods, 
Songwriters claim that 
blishers frequently get 

American band leaders or 


foreign 
several 
singers 
through 
s, and then with the assured 


VUtnw sis 


| backing of these names, find it easy 


to peddle the tune to an American 
publisher. The latter angle is the 
chief burner. But this may be just 
another alibi. 





switched from the William Rankin 
agency to J. Walter Thompson last 

Thompson's first move was to en- 
for the periods. Team started last 


week. 
OAKLAND’S FIRM 
Will Oakland, Terrace, has opened 
his own music publishing firm in 
New York called Willow Publish- 
ing Co, 
sillie Berkes, formerly with Re- 


mer. 


mick, 18 fen. 





Pollock in St. Paul 


Ben Pollock's CBS band opens for 
eight the Boulevard de 
Paris, J 

Band will broadcast from the cafe 
twice nightly from WCCO, CBS St. 
Paul outlet. 


Jack Rich added to the profes- 


weeks at 
St Pan! Feh. 26 


Ai, Me oe Dw 





JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 


1587 Broadway, New York 
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Kedzie 

Second week of new policy for this 
west side showing stand and already 
proving a relief to Abe Cohen, who 
decided to cut to three days. Oper- 
ating expense almost half this way, 
giving the house a chance to see 
black. 

Film problem is still that, with the 
Kedzie Annex next door getting the 
breaks. Meanwhile the Kedzie plods 
along by scaring up one film a week. 
Friday nights the eight RKO show- 
ing acts take care of the situation, 
with shorts filling in. Starting this 
week the house is eliminating Sat- 
urday mats for another saving. 
Everything counts right now. 

Last week’s layout didn’t shine, 
but got by with this neighborhood 
crowd, composed of women and kids, 
who applaud anything. For one 
thing, the schedule was rearranged 
so as the second show could go on 
by 9:30, better than the previous 
week by at least a half hour. As 
was, this show broke after 11. Start- 
ing with Robert, Poyer and Roberts, 
mixed song and dance trio, the line- 
up continued with Ashley and An- 
dre, man and woman piano duo. 
This pair looked presentable enough, 
but rather weak on delivery. Maybe 
they need more footlight experience, 
being more or less in the parlor 
class now. 

Desert Echoes rolled out a five- 
piece band in cowboy outfits, open- 
ing with ‘By the River Colorado,’ 
which is far enough from any desert, 
but when a girl pulls a ballet toe 
number in front of a wood set, the 
idea is as misplaced as an Eskimo 
on the Sahara. For good measure 
there is a rope-spinning and whip- 
cracking duo. 

Habb and Denton blacked up, 
with the latter doing a female im- 
personation. The audignce went for 
the gag when the wig came off, so 
that squared everything. Walker 
Sisters, not bad looking youngsters 
but short on talent, got mixed up in 
their routines. Seemed like they 
were trying to do a usual sister har- 
mony act of the hotcha type, then 
all of a sudden a couple of solos that 
spoiled it. Girls should make up 
their minds. 

Florida Crackers turned out to be 
another band, this time a seven- 
piece combination and very loud on 
the brass. Boys would do well to 
tone down and get in some lights, 
shade and effect in their music. 
They're not bad musicians. Around 
the orchestra is a blues warbler with 
a pretty hefty pair of pipes and a 
long-legged eccentric dancer. 

Ford Hanford, at one time part of 
the standard team of Meyers and 
Hanford, the Arkansas Travelers, is 
still doing his old stuff, with the aid 
of a woman foil. The old handsaw 
is still in, and Hanford knows how 
to sell it. For a closer there was a 
roller skating team billed as the 
Unusual Duo. Nothing unusual. 

Span. 





Opening of week-end vaude at the 
Palace at Peoria, Ill., postponed by 
Publix-Great States until March 11. 


Jules Cross through with his job 
as stage manager for the ‘Marching 
By’ show at the Great Northern, 





Harry Beaumont now manager of 
the Jeffery, southside Warner 
house. 





Deal for burlesque retrial of the 
southside Empress is chilled, pros- 
pective angel having backed out of 
the picture. 





Portage Park, formerly operated 
by the Fox Chicago Theatres group, 
has been sold to A. Courshon, who 





RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


“LADY WITH A PAST” 


With CONSTANCE BENNETT, 
BEN LYON and 
DAVID MANNERS 
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has the Drake and the Admiral, 
northside, 

Fox Midwesco will spot a Wed- 
nesday vaude show into the Termi- 
nal here, starting Feb. 24. 

Clyde Waddell in town organizing 
a dramatic stock company for To- 
peka, Kan. 








While laying off last week, the 
F&M ‘Fine Feathers’ unit hopped 
into the Rialto, Joliet, for a Sunday 
booking. Publix-Great States house 
in Joliet formerly played F&M Ideas 
on last halves. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 33) 





Lee, Port & D Hubert Dyer Co 
Monty & Carmo Robbins 3 
Pablo Jack Frost 


Accordion 6 


ST. LOUIS 
Fox (26) 


Don James 

Rose Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Mary, Jane & D’ 


‘Veils’ I 
SAN’ FRANCIsco | *°S 7 
. ° TOLEDO 
Fox (24) P t (26 
‘Marches M’taires’ 1] ,.* 2F3mount (76) 
Charles Irwin Stage Door’ I 
" Bob Hall 


Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN JOSE 
California 


Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 


ist half (36-28) | Sunkist Ens 
‘Clean Up’ I TORONTO 
Mills & Shea Imperial (26) 


Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, Sylvia & R’ 


‘Tintypes’ I 
Presslar & Klaiss 
Aaron Sis 

Harry Moore 


Sunkist Ens Oscar Taylor 
SEATTLE Marie Remington 
5th Ave. (25) Sunkist Ens 


VANCOUVER 

Strand (25) 
‘Reflections’ I 
A Robins 
Marietta 
Grauman, 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Chains’ I 

Gold & Raye 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
5 Lelands 

Sunkist Ens 
SHREV EPORT 


Hess, V’ 


Strand WASHINGTON 
Ist half (26-29) Fox (26) 
‘Circus Days’ I ‘About Town’ I 
Bee Starr T & A Waldman 
Nelson's Elephants | Max Co 


lL, St Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Sayton Co 


SPOKANE 


Fox 
ist half (26-28) 
‘Once Upon Time’ I 


Ben Dova 

Paul Olsen 

Joe Pasco 

Sunkist Ens 
WORCESTER 
Palace (26) 

‘La Plaza’ I 


Raye, Ellis & L’ Les Gellis 
Keith Wilbur Brancel Co 

D & H Blossom Chiquita 
Franklyn Record Skeeter & Ray 


Sunkist Ens 
SPR’GE’LD, MASS. 
Fox Poli (26) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 

Griffith & Weston 
Busse & Case 


WARNER 


Nelly Fernandez 

Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafax 

Estelita 

Spanish Ens 











BAYONNE Don Tompkins 
DeWitt (19) Dezzo Retter 
June Boyd Harry Holmes 
Joan Clifford Dorothy Henry Co 
Joe Sully Co JAMAICA 
Lew Cameron Co Alden (27) 
Girardo Nardine Co] Paxton 
CHESTER Foster & Van 
Stanley (Three to fill) 
ist half (27-1) (20) 


Paul Nolan 
Burt & Lee 
Pat Daly Co 
Margie Coates 
Campus Frolics 
2d half (2-4) 
Connie & Ben 
Parker Weinberg 
Cliff Crane 
Picard’s Synec'’tors 
2d half (24-26) 
Gleason & Allen 
Barry & Lancaster 
Serge Flash 


Sonia & Vernon 
Jack Levere 
Lou Lockett Co 
Bob Henshaw 
Ben Blue Co 
LANCASTER, PA, 

Capitol (27) 
Ch Blossom & J’ 
Talent & Merit 
Pat Daly 
(Two to fill) 

(20) 

Franklyn & Royce 
King & Burnett 


Dotson Parker & Weinberg 
Sweet & Hot Burt & Lee 
ELIZABETH Pickards Co 
Ritz LAWRENCE 
Ist half (27-1) Warner (20) 
Red Dexter DeLong 8 


Sister Steele 
(Two to fill) 


Jean Granese 
Norman Thomas 5 


2d half (2-4) (One to fill) 
(To fill) MONTCLAIR 
2d half (24-26) Montclair 


Billy Claire Co 
Paxton 
Talent & Merit 
Lou Lockett Co 
ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (27) 
Hibbitt & Hartman 


Ist half (27-1) 
Hamilton & Stone 
Haunted 
Steve®s & Hollister 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Lady Mice’s Pet 


Chris Charlton Hal Scott & G 
(Two to fill) St Clair Co 
(20) Chas Althoff 


Clifford & Grey 
Darling 2 

Lang & Haley 
Upham & Sidare Co 


Cooks Tour 
NEW HAVEN 
Sherman (26) 

Nell Kelly 


»; )} Wally Veernon Co 
Warner (Four to fill) 
Ist half (27-1) (19) 
Monroe & Grant Agemos 


Hibbitt & Hartman 
DeVito & Denny 


O’Brien & Hewitt 
B & J Brown 


(One to fill) Fave Harris Co 
2d half (2-4) Irving Edwards 


Friedland Rev 
NEW LONDON 


Geo Hunter 
(Three to fill) 





2d half (24-26) Garde (27) 
Cossacks Geraldine & Joe 
Sandy Derson Paxton 
Jean Bedini Co (Three to fill) 
Hibbitt & Hartman (20) 
HOBOKEN Jack Usher Co 
Fabian Bobby Henshaw 
2d half (24-26) Renoff Renova & B 








SPECIAL BATES TO THE PROFESSION 








HZ. ROE EER 


INSTITUTION 





fj 


INTERNATIONALS 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


B & L Fitzgibbons 
4 Robeys 
PHILADELPHIA 
Circle 
ist half (27-1) 
Downey & Claridge 
Lydia Harris 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Levan & Boles 
Charnoft Steppers 
2d half (2-4) 
Serge Flash 
M & A Clark Orch 
2d half (24-26) 
Diaz & Powers 
Murray & Irwin 
Hilton & Garron 
Marrone LaCosta R 
Joe Penner 
Earle (27) 
Naro Lockford 
Bobby May 
Burns & Kissen 
Carl Nixon Co 
Bert Walton 
(20) 
Keo Taki & Y¥ 
Raynolds & White 
Joe Besser Co 
3 Swifts 
Billy Maples Co 
Jim McWilliams 
De Terregos 
Mastbaum (27) 
Lillian Shade 
Ben Blue 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Samaria & Michi 
(One to fill) 
(20) 
Harry Burns Co 
Beth Pitt 
Dolores, Eddy 
Milton Berle 
Evelyn Hoey 
State 
Ist half (27-1) 
Hilton & Garron 
Joe Penner 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Serge Flash 
Watson & Cohan 
Marrone LaCosta R 
2d half (24-26) 
3 Londons 
Lydia Harris 
Rome & Gaut 
Charnoff Steppers 
Uptown 
ist half (27-1) 
Watson & Cohen 
Marrone LaCosta R 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Hilton & Garron 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Paul Nolan 
Tiny Spira 
Johnny Pastine 
Levan & Boles 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (27) 
Nancy Kelly 
Horace Heidt 
(Three to fill) 
0 


& D 


(20) 
Nell Kelly 
Britt Wood 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
Monroe & Grant 
Roy Sheldon 
READING 
Astor 
Ist half (27-1) 
Parker Weinberg - 
Talent & Merit 
(One to fill) 





2d half (2-4) 


Paul Nolan 
Campus Frolics 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Hanlon Bros 
Connie & Ben 
Campus Frolics 
SHARON, PA, 
Columbia (20) 
Darling 2 
Geo Hunter 
H Geraldine & V 
UTICA 


Stanley 
Ist half (27-1) 
3 Cossacks 
Hibbett & Hartman 
Poodles Hannaford 
2d half (2-4) 
Monroe & Grant 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
3 French Misses 
(Two to fili) 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (27) 
Johnny Pastine 
Evelyn Wilson 
Abbott & Robey 
3 Swifts 
Pearce & Velie 
Earle Levere 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Toto 
WATERBURY 
Strand (27) 
Geraldine & Joe 
(Six to fill) 
(20) 
Ace King & Queen 
Gallagher & Shean 
Stevens Bros & H 
Sid Lewis 
Renoff Renova & B 
Wally Vernon Co 
4 Robeys 
WHEELING 
Capitel (27) 
Milt Douglas 
Swan Lucille & C 
(Two to fill) 
(20) 
Geo Hunter 
Yvonne 
Fred Pisano Co 
Christiansons 
WILMINGTON 
Queens 
1st half (27-1) 
Cherry Bl'ss’m & J 
Cliff Crane 
Sweet & Hot 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
King & Burnett 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Marty & Nancy 
Margie Coates 
Floorie Levere 


Co 


Harmon & Sands 
Doc Baker 
YORK, PA, 


Strand 

ist half (27 
Connie & Ben 
Dotson 
Picards Synec’p’tors 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Burt & Lee 
Levan & Boles 
Sweet & Hot 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Ed Blum & Sis 
Ch Blossom & J 
Edwards &/Sanford 
Cliff Crane 
Honey Tr 


1) 





London 





Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (22-24) 
Moran & Eloff 
Stan Stafford 

2nd half (25-27) 
Les Elietts 

Lily Moore 

New Victoria 
5 Avrils 

Victoria Palace 
Howard & King 
3 Virginians 
Duffin and Chita 
Walter Nillson 
Grenadettes 


ASTORIA 
Dance Hall 
Dean & Ross 


CLAPTON 
k 


n 
G Wolkowsky 
Nadia & Loranna 
Flo Evelyn 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Teddy Brown 
Chas Higgins 
Ted Ray 
O'Dellys 
Frakson 
Gautiers Co 
Gus Elen 
Fred Emmy 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Harry Taft 
Quality 4 


Week February 22. 


EDGEWARE RD. 
Grand 
Lusara Bros 
T Sandilans 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Kiraku Bros 
Caritons 
MILE END 


impire 
Ist half (22-24) 
Les Elietts 
Lily Moore 
2nd half (25-27) 
Les Pouppettes 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Austel & Arthur 
Harry Wulson 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Morris & Cowley 


ower 
ist half (22-24) 
Benedetti Bros 
Jones & Thomas 
2nd half (25-27) 
Moran & Eloff 
Stan Stafford 
SHEPHERDS B’SH 
Pavilion 
Taps & Tempo Co 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Roper’s Midgets 
TOTTENHAM 





Palace 
R Bemand & Birds 
Muldoon & O'Shea 








Provincial 





BRADFORD 

New Victoria 
Page & Parkes 

GLASGOW 

Empire 

Myron Pearl & Co 
Houston Sis 
Johnny Nit 
Rolyatsa 
Act Superb 
Collinson & Dean 


Week of February 22 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 

Will Hay & Co 
Geo Betton 
Chiesel 
Los Olwars 
Gilbert & French 
Doris Hare 
Rio & Santos 





Harold Walden 





| Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 
Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barscftt 
Central P’k Casino 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 

Connie’s Inn 
Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 
Cora Green 
Mae Alex 
Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 





Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 


NEW YORK CITY 


3 Little Words 

3 Sepia Songbirds 

3 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 

Blue Rhythm 

Leitha Hill 

Hartmanns 

Dorothy Crowley 

Al White 

H'llyw’d Restaur't 

Doris Eaton 

Harriet Hilliard 

Folies Bergere G'ls 

Frank Hazard 

Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mirn! 

Al Katz & Kittens 


Nat Club 


La Belle Rose 
Eton Boys 


Boye 





Nutsy Fagan 


Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 

Lew Dolgoft 

Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Old Vienna 
Florie Hutchison 
6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 
Al Belasco 
Bela Loblov Orch 

Paramount Grill 
Dan Healy 
Peppino & Rhoda 
Aida Ward 


Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 


Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M’rd’cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 


Rainbow Ina 
Chris Pender 
Millard & Anita 
Diana Deering 
Bobby De Fay 
Mildred Jay 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanova 
Gregory Grestrow 
Irene Kuloff 
Show Place 
Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O’ Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 


Village Barn 
Reily & Comfort 
Josh Medders 
Danny Drayson 
Lew Beck 
Chic Kennedy 
Bashful Hank 
Texas Redheads 
Helen Manning 
Dave Abrams Orch 


CHICAGO 


Ambassadeur 
Effie Burton 
Freddy Villani 
Carolynne Snowden 
Bobby Danders 
Al Handler Orch 


Blackhawk 
Jagnon & Broght’n 
Frank Sayer 
Jack Law 
Bob Parker 
Sig Buehl 
Doris Robbins 
Herbie Kay Orch 

Club Alabam 
Germaine LePierre 
Patsy McNair 
Rilly Meyers 
Al Wagner 
Elmer Schoebel 
Mary Thorne 
Frank Furlett Orch 

Club Dixie 
Joe Allen 
Ruby Abbott 
3 Burke Sis 
Jimmy Noone Orch 

Club Pearson 
Bobby Morris 
Edna Mae Morris 
Honey Sis 
Jinnette Vallon 


Charlie Agnew Or 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Nellie Nelson 
Gypsy Rhoumje 
Rome & Dunn 
Vercelle Sis 
Ted Cook Orch 
Grand Terrace 
Maude Russell 
Vivian Brown 
Jennie Dancer 
Harold Reed 
Earl Hines Orch 
Parody Club 
Karyl Norman 
Leon LaVerde 
Art West 
Pearl McKnight 
Vaughn Sis 
Jerry Green 
Vin Conley 
Paramount Club 
Muriel Parker 
Lillian Law 
Billie Carr 
Peggy Moore 
Sid Lang Orch 
Rubaiyat 
Phil Valanie 
Walter Hastings 


Orch 





Eddie South Orch 
Terrace Garden 
Patsy & Mickey 
Irving & Fulton 
Freddie Gordon 
Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Fair 


Muriel Parker 

Dot Myers 

Matt Berger Orch 
College Inn 

Jack & Pet Reese 

3 Flashes 


Ben Bernie Orch ‘Sat Rawle 

_ Colosimos Hazel & Klatoff 
Alvira Morton Ercelle Sis 
Henrique & Peggy | Pauline Belleau 
Chickie Stanley Etta Reed 
June Howe Leo Wolf Orch 


Jimmy Meo Orch 
Edgewater Beach 


Winter Garden 
Roy Sedly 


Irene Taylor Dorothy Thomas 
Jance Vance Buddy Clarke 
Emil De Salvi 3 Rhythm Rascals 


Dusty Roades Sara Ann McCabe 
Jarlan Hasberg Pauline Gaskins 
Stanley Jacobson Kirby & DeGage 
Hal Redus Garry & Steger 





Jimmy O'Keefe Gus Arnheim Orch 


AMICO D’ARGENTINA 


(Continued from page 48) 


cides to accept, but in order that 
her father shall not know, she 
opeas a bank in the astronomer’s 
name while she plays the part of 
a second Martha Hanau (the femimne 
banker of Paris). 


As a climax, it is revealed that 
Del Prado has been in love with her 
grandmother and was rejected and 
he had gone to South America 
where he had amassed a huge 
fortune, 


Thus the shadow of Gianna’s 
birth being removed, she is able to 
marry her cousin, 


Much of the play’s success was 
due to the fine acting of Signor De 
Sanctis and of Signorina Fontana, 
who never allowed things to drag. 


L’ENQUETE 


(‘The Inquest’) 
Paris, Feb. 10. 


Drama in two acts by Professor Roger. 
Produced by Jack Jouvin at the Grand 
Guignol, Paris, 

The Judge.......seeee...Samson Fainsilber 
The Accused.., eoeeeesM. de Nevry 
ThO Procurer.cccsccccoccoecesss:M. Geron 
Fremont....cccsccccecscccece-Claude Orval 
The Doctor....ccccccccececees-M. Talmont 
Court Clerk......ccccoesscees-TONY-Laurent 
Accused’s Wife..............Maryse Leroy 














Exceedingly short work 
acts and one set. It is the first 
part of the Grand Guignol pro- 
gram, which, as usual, comprises 
several short dramas and comedies. 

This is a drama. Its interest lies 
not only in the excellent acting, but 
also in showing how, during epi- 
leptic fits, a man can do abnormal 
things. In this case an investigat- 
ing judge commits a murder of 
which he has no remembrance, and 
is himself trying to find the guilty 
party. Play, though short, is ex- 
ceedingly strong and is possible 
film material. 

Professor Roger, 
himself dean of the 
sors of medicine. He has shown 
considerable ability, as a play- 
wright, to create atmosphere, 

Story has a judge investigating 
the murder of a magistrate, and 
convinced by circumstantial evi- 
dence that the murder has been 
committed by a jealous husband, he 


in two 


the author, is 
‘aris profes- 


arraigns him, though he never 
knew of his wife's affair with the 
dead man. The acc used’s lawyer 
conducting an independent investi- 


_ 
a 


gation, brings to light that the 
judge is, unknown to himself, sub. 
ject to epileptic fits and has himself 
committed the murder during one 
of them. 

Samson Fainsilber, as the judge 
gives an extraordinary performance 
without any overacting. He is ex. 
ceedingly well supported by de 
Nevry, as the accused, and Geron, 


as the prosecuting attorney. fale 
ance of cast, including Maryse Le. 
roy, the accused’s wife, is satise 
factory. Mazi, 


Le Plancher des Vaches 
(‘Safe Ground’) 
Paris, Feb. 12. 


A comedy in three acts and four 
tableaux by Jean Sarment. Presented b 
Rene Rocher at the Theatre Antoine 
Paris. “ 
GOOrRES. cecccccccccccccceces JCAN Sarme 
PEND 0 Chbvidv0 600806 6dée% da Raoul + seed 
JACQUOL. . coccccccccccscccs Henri Cremieux 
Ds + 4600660000 eeeecececd A rmand Morins 


Blanche. .....eeee.+..Marguerite Valmond 





Jean Sarment, except for a few 


good bits of dialog, deserves less 
credit for authoring this comedy 
than as an actor for Playing its 
lead. Draw of the play is its e 


X- 
Rocher, 
Georges 


cellent production by Rene 
wth some credit due to 
Chalons, electrician, responsible for 
a fine storm scene and an under- 
standing of theatre lighting above 
the local average. 

Play is about a 


young and teme- 
peramental 


: Don Juan spending a 
vacation in the country with 
friends. A storm drives them to 
shelter in a nice hostelry run by a 
very superior widow. They fall ‘for 
each other, and after they have 
lived together for a while his tem- 


perament drives him to fresh pas- 
tures. He comes back later, but 
she is over the infatuation. 

Jean Sarment does nicely the 
temperamental lover, well sup< 
ported by Raoul Marco, with Are 


mand Morins amusing as a waiter, 
Femme lead is Marguerite Vale 
mond, who does the widow nicely. 
As in the case of several current 
French plays, the acting is superior 
to the material. Strictly for local 
consumption. Mavi, 


Cast Changes 
Stanley Ridges in place of Maue 
rice Burke, ‘Inside Story.’ 

Edmund Elton for Frank Munroe 
and Gordon Richards for Harrison 


Dowd, ‘Too Much Money.’ 
Maurice McRae has replaced Ed- 





ward Ellis as Quincy in ‘Distant 
Drums.’ 

Henry Huguenot is replacing 
Herman Mankiewicz in ‘Blessed 


Event.’ 

Fred Eric switches from Booth to 
oi porered in ‘If Booth Had Missed,’ 
w in ar arr , ri , i 
— 1ard Barrows moving in as 

J. Malcolm Dunn succeeds Ernest 
Cossart in ‘Devil Passes.’ 








Jack Jordan Switches 
Jack Jordan, associate of the Irve 
ing Yates office for many years, hag 
switched to Tishman & O'Neil. 
Irving Yates is said to have are 
ranged the transfer, playing agent 
for a brother agent. 





| LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 








Crisham Wally Lowrie Renee 


McCullough May T 
Parish Frank 


Pearl David 
Reed Florence 


Fisher May 


Goldberg Dan 
Gordon & Dean 


Hart Geneva 
Heath Miss Frankie 
Hyne C W 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
Black John § Van Keller & Dusef 
Brent Charles Verobell Mme 


Voclezea Liza 





McKinney David W]| Walton Mary 


Ohlmeyer Charles 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 
316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
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MINNIE MADDERN FISKE 
Minnie Maddern Fiske, 67, one of 
the foremost actresses of the Amer- 
ican stage for two generations, died 
in Hollis, IL. I., Feb. 15, of heart 
failure. 
Early 
in the west but abandoned her tour 
pecause of failing health. She came 
to New York for medical care. On 
the day of her death she went to 
Hollis, to the home of May Cox, her 
companion of many years, and ex- 
pired shortly after her arrival there. 
In accordance with her wishes her 
pody was sealed in a casket with- 
out having been viewed by her 
friends or husband, and was cre- 
mated on Thursday (18). Also, in 
accordance with her wishes, there 
was no formal funeral service. 

Born in New Orleans the daugh- 
ter of Thomas Davey and Elizabeth 
Maddern, Mrs. Fiske went on the 
stage at the age of 3 in ‘Richard ITI,’ 
in Little Rock, Ark. As Minnie 
Maddern she achieved favorable 
recognition from American play- 
goers, making her New York. debut 
at the age of 15 in ‘Fritz, Our Ger- 
man Cousin,’ at Wallack’s. She ap- 
peared in numerous productions, 
ranging from the melodramatic 
‘Chicago Before the Fire’ to ‘Rich- 
elieu,’ with the then almost inevit- 
able ‘Two Orphans,’ and also ap- 
peared in a juvenile performance of 
‘Pinafore.’ 

In 1890 she married Harrison 
Grey Fiske, then editor of the ‘Dra- 
matic Mirror,’ and announced her 
retirement from the stage. For sev- 
eral years she remained idle, but a 
charity performance in Ibsen’s ‘A 
Doll’s House’ was received with 
such acclaim that she again an- 
swered the call. Despite all the 
shows she played, Mrs. Fiske will, 
however, probably be best remem- 
bered for her inspired performance 
in ‘Salvation Nell,’ originally turned 
down by most Broadway managers 
as impossible, 

Mrs. Fiske 
husband. 


in the season she was seen 


is survived by her 


ADELAIDE HERRMANN 

Adelaide Herrmann, 78, widow of 
the late Alexander Herrmann, and 
herself a magician of no small abil- 
ity, died Feb. 19 in the Community 
hospital, New York. Suffering from 
hardening of the arteries, an at- 
tack of pneumonia was the immed- 
jate cause of death. 

English born daughter of Belgian 
parents, Adelaide Scarsez entered 
the London musichalls as a dancer 
and bicycle rider at an early age. 
She was engaged to Gus Williams, 
a German monologist when she met 
and married the magician in New 
York in 1875. She became his chief 
assistant. 

After her husband's death 
Herrmann 
nephew, 
successor, 
Whereon 


Mrs. 
sought to establish a 
Leon Herrmann, as _ his 
but without success. 
She hersif turned ma- 
gician, playing her own company 
on the road and later vaudeville 
dates. She retired in 1928. A 
niece, Mrs. Adele Smith, survives. 





ALBERT CARRE 

Albert Carre of circus fame died 
at Glasgow, Scotland, aged 54; he 
was appearing there in the Hippo- 
drome Circus. Albert was the sec- 
ond son of the late Oscar Carre, 
who ran one of the best shows on 
the Continent in the ’90s. When the 
old man retired, he managed the 
Circus, but when war broke out the 
business was shot. 

Lately Carre appeared as a guest 
in various shows and was last in 
Holland in 1930 at Circus Maxo in 
Scheveningen. He was considered 
One of the grandmasters in training 
of horses and the papers in Hol- 
land paid much attention to his 
death as his show was always con- 
Sidered io be a Dutch one because 
the bermanent circus Carre in Am- 
sterdam was for years headquarters 
of this business, 


Albert leaves at Amsterdam two 


surviving brothers, Maximilian and 
Ernst, the latter married to a 
epushter of one of the famous 
“‘OWns, Fratellini. He leaves a son 
of 17, Tully Carre, already an able 
Tough rider, ; 





PHILIP RODWAY 


ip Rodway, theatrical 


man- 
died in Birmingham, Eng., aged 
In 19800, when he became man- 
ed of the Theatre Royal, Birming- 


) he was the youngest man to 








OBITUARY 


hold such a position in the country. 
When Moss Empires took over the 
theatre in 1929 he became chairman 
and managing director of the Prince 
of Wales’ theatre, Birmingham, of 
which he was in control up till his 
death, 


BOYCE EDGAR 

Boyce Edgar, 
died Feb. 11 in 
pneumonia. He 


35, acrobatic clown, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., of 
was to have mar- 
ried his partner, Sally White, last 
week. Pair were rehearsing a new 
vaudeville act when he became iH. 
His father, three sisters and three 
brothers survive. Body was taken 
to Marietta, O., his former home, for 
burial. 





EMANUEL MANDELBAUM 
Emanuel Mandelbaum, 64, veteran 
film house owner and operator, died 
in Cleveland 


Feb. 10 following an 

operation. 
Mandelbaum, who. started his 
career with World Film Co. di- 


rected the building of Loew’s Still- 
man and was first owner of Knick- 
erbocker, one of town’s first film 

He survived by his 
and daughters. 


is 
three 


houses. 


widow 





W. H. CONSIDINE 

William H. Considine, 62, once 
active with his brothers and Tim 
Sullivan in the Sullivan & Consi- 
dine circuit, died in New Rochelle, 
N. Y., Feb. 16. 

He was best known as a hotel 
man, having operated the Metro- 
pole and the New Metropole, in New 
York. His widow survives. 





ARNO RAYNOR 

Arno P, Raynor, 45, president of 
the Raynor & Dahlheim music pub- 
lishing company, committed suicide 
by shooting himself in his office in 
Chicago, last week. 

Friends believe that 
worried over business, 
left to his wife said he 


Raynor was 
but a note 
was ill. 


DALE-MAY RYAN 
Dale and May Ryan, who per- 
formed in the same vaude skit for 
years, died in Indianapolis. Dale, 
43, succumbed three days after his 
wife, May. 
Clyde Ryan, a brother, survives. 


FREDERICK JEE 

Frederick Jee, 61, vaudevillian 
of the team known as The Maples, 
died in London Feb. 9. 

Deceased was a member of an old 
professional family which has given 
many members to the stage and cir- 
cus. 


SAMUEL DAVIS 

Samuel Davis, who played Gabriel 
in ‘Green Pastures,’ died in an In- 
dianapolis hospital Feb. 15. He 
was the second player in the part, 
replacing Wesley Green when the 
latter was killed by a taxi. Davis 
succumbed to a heart attack. 





HENRY J. SAYRE 
Henry J. Sayre, 77, once well 
known as a minstrel and song 
writer, died in the Beekman St. hos- 
pital, New York, Feb. 20, of pneu- 
monia. No near relatives survive. 


JACK L. HERRING 
Jack L. Herring, 49, executive 
board member of the IATSE, died 
suddenly Feb. 15 from a heart at- 
tack in Kansas City. He leaves a 
widow, mother and step-daughter. 


Jule Powers, wife of Edwards 
Davis, died in Hollywood, Cal., last 
week. She had played on both stage 
and screen. Mrs. Davis had been ill 
several weeks. She is survived by 
her husband. 


George Golder, 72, once famous as 
driver of the coach for Gen. and 
Mrs. Tom Thumb, committed sui- 
cide by hanging himself in his room 
at Malden, Mass., Feb. 17. 


Mother, 
vaudeville 
York city 
Calvary 


Madame 
died in 
Interment 

New York. 


of 
actress, 
Feb, 14. 


Cemetery 


75, 
New 
in 
, 


Nor- 
19 


Mother of the late Mabel 
mand died in Los Angeles Feb. 
of a complication of diseases. 


Rialta, } 





jand 








Films Then Burlesk at 
N. Y. Liberty—Rudnick 


Liberty, Broadway legit house on 
42d street, goes pictures Saturday 
(27) with an indie release. After 
the film’s run, house may go bur- 
lesque with Max Rudnick the op- 
erator. 





Opening picture, ‘The Blond Cap- 
tive,’ silent made in Australia, deals 
vith an expedition in that country 


for a white woman alleged to have | 


been captured by a tribe 
civilized natives. 
liam Pizer. 


of un- 
Producer is Wil- 
Lowell Thomas synced. 
Liberty is owned by Jack Mayer 
with Rudnick reported swinging a 
deal to bring in the burley shows 
later on. Rudnick has the Eltinge 
for bur, next door to the Liberty. 





Cleve. Leaving Wheel 

Clevcland, Feb. 22. 
Cameo, only local burlesque house, 
is planning to go stock around 
March 1. Dick Ziesler, manager, 
owners dickering in New York 
about change of policy. Theatre has 
four more wheel shows scheduled. 
For a week Cameo was in hands 
of receivers, when 15 sub-contrac- 
tors and material supply men 
brought suit for $12,000. Contrac- 
tors said they remodeled spot and 
didn’t get paid. Owners lifted re- 
ceivership by paying off the claims. 





S. & G.’s Sudden Fade 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Star and Garter, Celumbia’s stock 
burlesque spot here, folded suddenly 
last week. Pressure proved too ter- 
rific in the three-cornered battle on 
the west side, involving the Star 
and Garter, Haymarket and Acad- 
emy. 

This makes the second burlesque 
house to close in a fortnight, the 
Woods in the loop having caved the 
week previous. 





Ousting Double Features 


(Continued from page 7) 
reel comedies which the company is 
pushing as a remedy for the doubie 


| bill. 


Episodic Serials 

Even in Paramount talk of the 
three-reel episode in the serial] is 
evidenced. There spokesmen figure 
that at $15,000 per episode a com- 
plete story can be told and the 
same cast used during the running 
time of the week-to-weeker. 

Universal is turning out five 
serials of 12 episodes each with 
two reels to the episode. Within 
that company this type of serial is 
not expected to be effective against 
the double feature except where the 
sales argument prevails that too 
much time tires an audience. 

For the first time since it re- 
linquished the title of FBO, Radio 
Pictures is taking the serial seri- 
ously. Its first, incidentally the 
first also to the credit of Pathe in 
three years, will run 24 episodes at 
two reels per episode. 

Promise is made that the two- 
reel episodes will be vastly differ- 
ent than the ones in the old schoo] 
where a horse and rider were left 


suspended over a cliff until the 
following week. 
Speaking for Universal, R. H. 


Cochrane declares that the new 
type of serials will be such that 
a fan can see any episode for the 
first time and be fully informed of 
what has gone before without the 
thread being too repititious to bore 
the attendee who hasn’t missed an 
episode. 

Warners’ first two serials were 
the Bobby Jones golf lessons and 
the 12-episoder, ‘Adventures’ in 
Africa.’ For the new year WB is 
planning to serialize some of their 
most important short subjects so 
that the same people will 
sociated with blocks of two-reelers 
S. S. Van Dine detective series is 
one of these. This takes in 12 two- 
reelers. 

Independent producers are oppos- 
ing moves to weaken double fea- 
tures. Generally, they concede the 
double popularity has_ provided 
them with a guarantee for national 
output which they never expected. 
They are using all means to con- 
vince the exhibitor that the pubiic 


be as- 


will not permit single programs 
some even pointing out to the ex- 
hib that doubling is cheaper than 
buying shorts as filler. 

Big Four and Monogram are two 
of the leading producers in the in- 
die makers’ campaign for ‘double 
all over the U. 8S. and enjoy pros- 
perity.’ 








. . 
Morbid Fair Crowds 
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 22. 
The greates: drawing cards 
for county fairs are public 
weddings, it was stated at the 
meeting of the State Associa- 
tion of County and Town 
Fairs here. 

Chark W. Howard of Or 
leans told of how a bride at 
one of the fairs cut a 7,000- 

pound cake and all of it was 
sold. 











|New A. C. Steeplechase 


Atlantic City, Feb. 22. 


Atlantic City’s famed amusement 
place, a landmark for the past 40 
years, was swept by flames Sunday 
(14) night. 

The origin of the fire is unknown. 
The pier was closed for the winter 
season and there was only a watch- 
man about. 


Agency Tired of Ubangi, 
Mob Too Tired to Act 


Claiming that the Ubangi duck- 
bills won't perform, the late Lew 
Dufour and Terry Turner agency 
is seeking to cancel its contract 
with the manager of the ‘Africans’, 
Hugh Fowzen. 

Yelp is that the Ubangis are sud- 
denly temperamental and _ won't 
live up to the contract’s stipula- 
tions for dancing and singing. 

There are about 15 of the Uban- 
gis in this contract, which is under- 
stood to call for tne agency's guar- 
antee of a year’s work at $2,000 a 
week. 


Reading Fair’s Profit 


99 


Abner S. Deysher, president, and 
other officers were re-elected at the 
annual meetings of the owning and 
operating corporations of the Read- 
ing Fair, preparing for next Sep- 
tember’s annual fair. The Reading 
exhibition was one of the few in 
the state that cleared a profit last 
year. 

Wirth & Hamid won 
contest for ’32. 


Reading, Pa., Feb. 


free acts 


Bets on Better Times 
Galveston, Feb. 22. 

The central section of the United 
States from Galveston to Winnipeg 
is firmly convinced better times are 
in the making and is making prep- 
arations accordingly, states John 
Francis, president the John 
Francis Shows, Inc. 

Outfit will go on the road in 1932 
in trucks and automobiles. Francis 
is spending heavily to motorize and 
recondition his carnival, which win- 
ters at Camp Logan. 


of 


Wis. State Fair Set 

Feb. 22. 
Although threatened with a lop- 

ping off of $51,000 from the fair ap- 


Milwaukee, 





portionment, word from Madison 
has it that the annual state fair, 
concerning the holding of which 
there has been some doubt, will be 
held in Milwaukec at State Fair 
Park. 
Columbia Wheel 
Week Feb. 22 
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Hangs on Lease Terms 


Edward Tilyou, viewing the fire 
ruins of his famed Steeplechase 
Pier on the Boardwalk, said he had 
no definite plans for rebuilding at 
present. Tilyou stated that the ex- 
| isting lease had only two years to 
run and that he would have to con- 
fer with Hugh Riddle, who repre- 
sents the Mary Riddle Company, 
owners of the pier site. Tilyou 
added that if a new lease of suffi- 
cient length and on acceptable 
terms could be arranged, his com- 
pany might erect a new and sub- 
stantial structure. Riddle is now on | 
a West Indies cruise. 





ILL. FAIR MEN MEET, 
BUT DEFER ELECTION 


» 


Chicago, Feb. 22, 





Concluding a four-day convention 


jat the Sherman hotel, association of 


state fair men decided on deferring 
l its election of officers until next 
December. Originally the election 
was slated to ta I last 
week’s meet, but in view of many 
i state delegates being inable to ate 
tend, the postponement was unani- 
mously agreea upoi 
| About 400 of the fair boys got 
gether here for their annual joust, 
with business reported to have been 
transacted on about the same scale 


last While a few eastern 
delegates put in an appearance, the 


as 


year, 


majority of the outdoor clan repe 
resented the middle west and west- 
ern states. Most cf the bovs were 
optimistie in the outlook for this 
|} year’s fair business, acknowledging 
| that prospects look a great deal 
| brighter in the farming areas, where 
corn and wheat prices are on the 
upgrade, with conditions generally 
better than last vear. 

Favor Gal Shows 

Discussions at the meetings in 

reference to type and calibre of 


shows this year seemed to favor the 
girl Fair men agreed upon 
the femme appeal as topping other 
kinds of entertainment. Chance 
games, blow off shows and other 
questionable practices of the past 
was ruled out by the outdoor offi- 
cials. Slight concessions were made 
for the rural districts such as an 
occasional chance game. 


revues, 


Day of the come on rackets and 
chump games is no more, officials 
stated, with the ruralites wised up 
through experience. General key- 
note of the confabs was for clean 
amusements if the fair business is 
expected to rally. 


Ringling in No Hurry 
To Hand Out Contracts 


oo 


~—* 


Chicago, Feb. 


Outdoor showmen are wondering 


when Ringling will start gathering 
his acts for the Sells-Floto, Al G. 
Barnes and Hagenbach-Wallace 


shows. So far only the big Ring- 
ling-B.&B. is set with its roster. 

Though opening time of the Sells 
show here is not much more than 
a month off, none of the turns has 
been put under contract. 





COPS ACT ON READERS 


Youngstown Makes Rule Following 
Showman Scandal Charges 
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©., Feb. 22. 

Ray M. Pryden, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., business manager and advance 
agent for “ash Miller’s traveling 
museum, is under arrest here and 
in jail unable to furnish $2,000 bail, 
awaiting a hearing on a _ serious 
charge preferred by a 12-year-old 


Youngstown, 


boy. 

The museum, which had been 
operating in a downtown = store 
room, was closed by the _ police. 
Mayor Mark E. Moore said this 


week he would advise his secretary 
that in the future to refer appli- 
cants for show licenses to the po- 
lice department f-- approval, 


2d Chi Arena Mer. 
Dickering for Rodeo 


Feb. 

if the 
McGrail 
An- 
ae 


Chicago, 22. 
Charles 
Coliseum 


Hall, manager 
here, and John 
are on their way down to San 
tonio, Texas, Col, W. 
Johnson his rodeo. 

Johnson's rodeo, however, 
ready for « local book- 
ing at the Stadium, the dates being 
Sept. 30 to Oct. 9. 


State Aid Tops Gate 


to see 


about 


a7 


is ale 


contracted 





Albany, Feb. 22. 

The 1930 subsidy for the 60-o0dda 
county and town fairs in New York 
State almost equaled their total gate 
receipts and the 1931 grant probe 
|ably exceeded the intake, Henry S. 
;} Manley, counsel for the State De- 
}partment of Agriculture and Mar- 
|kets, told members of the State 
| Association of Count ‘ i Town 
{ Fair 1 ? t 

ee 

( reed that 
he « ! t itomobile has 
neant ' of trotting races 
fand os the Y fair 
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Hassard Short 
Productions 


“Face the Music” 
with Mary Boland and 
J. Harold Murray 
at the 
New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1932 


“Waltzes From 
Vienna’”’ 


fin London at the 
Alhambra Theatre, 1931 


“The Band Wagon” 
with Fred and Adele 
Astaire, Frank Morgan, 
Helen Broderick and 
Tilly Losch 
at the 


New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1931 


‘“‘Three’s a Crowd” 
with Clifton Webb, 
Fred Allen and 
Libby Holman 
at the 
Selwyn Theatre, 19306 


“Sunny Days” 
with 
Jeannette MacDonald 


at the 
Imperial Theatre, 1928 


“Don’t Count Your 


Chickens” 
with Mary Boland, 1928 


“Lucky” 


with Mary Eaton and 
Paul Whiteman 
at the 
New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1926 


“Oh Please”’ 


with Beatrice Lillie 
at the 
Globe Theatre. 1926 


“Cradle Snatchers”’ 
with Mary Boland 


at the 
Music Box Theatre, 1925 


“Sunny” 
with Marilyn Miller and 
Jack Donohue 
at the 
New Amsterdam 
Theatre, 1925 
“Greenwich Village 


Follies” 


at 
Chanin’s 46th Street 
Theatre, 1925 


“‘Hassard Short’s 


Ritz Revue”’ 
with 
Charlotte Greenwood 


at the 
Ritz Theatre, 1924 
“‘Peg O’ My 
Dreams” 


at 
Jolson’s 59th Street 
Theatre, 1924 


“No Trespassing”’ 
at the 
Sam Harris Theatre, 1924 


“The Third Music 
Box Revue” 


at the 
Music Box Theatre, 1923 


“The Second Music - 


Box Revue”’ 
at the 
Music Box Theatre, 1922 


“Music Box Revue” 
in London for 
Cc. B. Cochran 
at the 
Palace Theatre, 1922 


“The First Music 


Box Revue’’ 
at the 
Music Box Theatre, 1921 


“The Rose Girl’ 


at the 
Ambassador Theatre, 1921 


“Her Family Tree”’ 
with Nora Bayes 
at the 
Lyric Theatre, 1920 


“‘Honey-Dew”’ 
at the 
Casino Theatre, 1920 


The Equity Shows 
at the 
Metropolitan Oper House, 
1920, 1921, 1922 





























“Three’s A Crowd” 


Hassard Short created the effect and 
lighting of the sensational “BODY AND 
SOUL” number as danced by Clifton 
Webb and Tamara Geva. 








THE ENTIRE PRODUCTION CONCEIVED, 
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The First Musical Shows Ever Produced Without Footlights . 
“Waltzes 
; From Vienna” 
7 
Quotations From the 
London Press 
ee 
“The lighting is a per- 
petual joy. Its prodigal- —_ 
ity is matched by Mr. 
Hassard Short’s. Here 
is a producer with new 
and bold ideas in stag- = 
ing, a man who does not 
play variations on the ve 
old inventions, but is as — 
lavish of new themes as 
‘ Johann Strauss.” 
Has Produced, Staged and Lighted the Following “EVENING NEWS.” 
Sensational Musical Successes This Last Season e 
“But the real hero of 
the evening, so far as 
living people are con- 
wr B ral WW sy cerned, was undoubtedly 
he Ban agon a taende Sheet 
e ; whose production is in 
Hassard Short created the reflected light- its own way quite a new De 
ing with the Albertina Rasch Girls danc- a - our 7 atre, It 
° ° e ‘ — 7% , on _ as eellng ant i sense 
ing on Mirrors in “DANCING IN THE of beauty ee Pe Bannrres 
DARK” number. about it at every point, 
quite apart from its 
moving stages and mys- 
terious lights, and de- 
a 99 serves to be seen and 
oo th tea heard and enjoyed by 
all who have the 
ace e wsic ance A 
“MORNING POST.” y" 
By IRVING BERLIN and MOSS HART, Presented by SAM H. HARRIS at the e A 
NEW AMSTERDAM THEATRE, with MARY BOLAND and J. HAROLD MURRAY B 
“Mr. Hassard Short's B 
STAGED AND production, with its BR 
lovely costumes and Cc 
LIGHTED BY HASSARD ‘SHORT SWattees Prem Whnne Cc 
' ‘Waltzes From Vienna’ | 
2 ; : to success. Never have Cc 
The Sensational Mirror Effect and Revolving Lighting Created by I seen better lighting.” Cc 
“ Cc 
EVENING 
HASSARD SHORT ee : 
( 
ae C 
; P Ci 
‘It was a wise policy to E 
reopen the Alhambra E 
5 o with a musical play, and A 
Hassard Short eg gh F 
S$ ©Froguction Hassard Short, New F 
York’s most __ efficient G 
lighting artist and G 
’ scenery manager, to Gi 
give us a taste of his G 
ee = 3g talent. And he suc- G 
altzes From Vienna cede : 
“DAILY SKETCH.” H. 
Music by JOHANN STRAUSS « " 
{ 
: “And Hassard Short’s H 
Now Playing at ALHAMBRA THEATRE, LONDON, Presented by SIR OSWALD STOLL lighting. it really de- In 
serves the word of re 
‘genius.’ . .. ‘Waltzes ae 
From Vienna,’ stately, < 
precious and dignified, 
The Most Exquisite Production in the is a ‘Lilac Time’ ‘to Pe 
e which has been added Li 
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